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Visa & Mastercard Accepted

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

CLASSIC
CONSTRUCTION

Expert
Craftsmanship

908 233 6161
WESTFIELD, NJ

Call Ian for a free estimate
www.classicconstructionservice.com

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

908-232-1937

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

908-686-0930

HeHeating & Air Conditioning

Call about the New Jersey Clean
Energy Program 50% rebates on

HVAC replacements

Coronation Mechanical

Installation - Replacement - Service

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Goods & Services You NeedSingle Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $475

email PDF Ad file to:
sales@goleader.com

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Asphalt Driveways
Concrete Walks & Patios

Specializing in:
Interlocking Paving Stones,

Walkways, Patios &
Retaining Walls

40 Years Experience
Free Estimates    Fully Insured

908-561-6452

DOUGHERTY PAVING

* Over 25 Years Experience *

908-756-8345  (Office)
Driveway Sealcoating

Landscaping Design

Mason Work

Steps • Patios • Brick • Pavers

Basement Waterproofing
10% off any job.  Offer expires 4/30/10

Angelo’s Masonry, LLC

NJ Lic# 13VH02812700                    Fully Insured

 Lic# 13VH03942000 • Free Designs & Consultation

Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

** Best Rates In Town **

908-209-0104 • brogankelly@comcast.net

Kitchens & Baths – New & Restored

Custom Built-ins, Trim, Flooring

Finished Basements & Repairs

5 Year Written Guarantee On All Labor
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RSVA Sewer Charges
Elizabethtown Gas.

Michael Brinker’s retirement as
executive director has resulted in an
additional expense to the authority.
The authority issued a contract to
Birdsall Services of Cranford for
$18,420 for sampling services. The
board chose to use Birdsall’s ser-
vices rather than use services inter-
nally provided by Anthony
Gencarelli, who is on staff.

Mr. Gencarelli holds a C-3 li-
cense, and indicated a willingness
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BOE Vote
place, to the vocal opposition of the
radio stations.

“Quite frankly, taxes are very high.
We will continue to work with our
town leaders to come up with an
acceptable reduction, with the expec-
tation that we will continue providing
quality education,” Mr. Whitehouse
added.

Reflecting on her school board win
on the same night the budget was de-
feated, Ms. Winkler said, “I have mixed
feelings. It’s bittersweet. I’m grateful
to those who supported me, but disap-
pointed the budget went down. We’ll
all have to work through it.”

SP-F BOE Hears Budget;
PTA on ‘Intimidation’

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Maggie Savoca,
who resigned this past week as Park
Middle School’s PTA president over
what she perceived as intimidation from
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education
Association (SPFEA) remarks she made
at a previous meeting concerning the
teachers contract and the school budget,
spoke on the issue at Thursday’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
meeting.

The alleged intimidation came about
after Ms. Savoca and Park’s PTA Vice-
President Lisa Germano received a letter
signed by School One teachers as well a
letter from the SPFEA executive council
addressed to Park’s PTA regarding their
comments made at a previous meeting.

Ms. Savoca said that when she spoke at
a meeting regarding teachers’ negotia-
tions, she was speaking only on behalf of
herself and that she never criticized the
teachers. Ms. Savoca said she found the
letter signed by School One teachers in-
timidating, and it makes her question
whether the staff can educate her children
fairly.

Ms. Savoca said neither she nor Ms.
Germano has heard “a hint of an apology
from anyone who has signed the letter.”

“I understand your feelings are real and
I don’t want to invalidate them,” BOE
President Norman “Trip” Whitehouse
said. He said, however, that in his experi-
ence, his 13-year-old daughter has “been
blind to the adult stuff going on in the
community.” He noted that even though
there may be differences, his daughter’s
classroom time has not been impacted.
Mr. Giordano is his daughter’s science
teacher.

“[Superintendent of School] Dr. [Mar-
garet] Hayes fully understands that every
parent who sends their child to our schools
entrusts us,” Mr. Whitehouse said. He
said that the board continues to think
about the best way to handle this from
both sides, and that the superintendent
has had conversations with all employees
about boundaries.

When asked if any disciplinary action
would be taken against the teachers who
signed the letter, Superintendent Hayes
said that it is “inappropriate to discuss
any disciplinary actions in a public set-
ting.”

“Does anyone on the board find it alarm-
ing that 42 (School One) teachers (who
signed a letter to Ms. Savoca and Ms.
Germano) do not get this [that there is a
right to free speech]?” Ms. Savoca asked.
Mr. Whitehouse responded with a “yes.”

“Maggie and I have never said that we
hated our teachers or that they don’t de-
serve raises,” Ms. Germano said. “We
spoke as taxpayers and as parents, and
nothing else.”

Ms. Germano said the matter has di-
vided the town between the parents and
the teachers. “We are trying to say let’s
work together,” she said.

“This is all about our kids. I have one
more term and I’m not going anywhere,”
Ms. Germano said, indicating she does
plan on resigning from her PTA position.
“I tell my kids if you start something, you
finish it.”

“Maybe the board needs to think about
protocol to get the two sides together,”
said a Scotch Plains resident. “Maybe
the protocol should be that we get to-
gether and meet instead of sending a
letter.”

School One staff member Kerri Villane
approached the microphone and seemed
to speak directly to Ms. Savoca before she
was reminded to direct comments to the
board. “As a Park Middle School parent,
I never wanted her [Ms. Savoca] to leave,

but I do stand by my feelings,” she said
wiping tears from her eyes.

Additionally on Thursday, Director
of Special Services Thomas Beese gave
his quarterly update on residency inves-
tigations. He announced that there have
been 20 residency investigations of stu-
dents in recent months. Out of these
investigations, it was determined that
four students were not residents and were
withdrawn from the school system.
Eleven students were found to be appro-
priate residents of the district and five
other cases are still pending further in-
vestigation. Mr. Beese gave his last up-
date at the end of January.

It was also announced at Thursday’s
meeting that Board Business Administra-
tor Anthony Del Sordi has been recog-
nized as “School Business Administrator
of the Year” by the New Jersey Associa-
tion of School Business Officials. Mr.
Del Sordi said this honor enables him to
award a $2,000 scholarship in his name to
a Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
student and to make a presentation to the
New Jersey Board of Education at the
association’s conference in October.

“We recognize [Mr. Del Sordi’s] hard
work every day and I’m glad the state has
recognized it too,” Mr. Whitehouse said.
He noted Mr. Del Sordi’s “proactive ac-
tions with the budget.”

Supervisor of Instruction and Tech-
nology Joan Mast gave a presentation of
the district’s technology plan. She said a
team reviewed what is required of stu-
dents from the New Jersey Core Cur-
riculum Standards and necessary 21st
Century classroom skills. A needs as-
sessment was done to determine tech-
nology benchmarks for the ends of grades
4, 5 and 12.

She discussed four district goals in the
area of technology: 1, all students being
prepared to excel in community, work
place and global society using 21st cen-
tury skills; 2, all educators and adminis-
trators will attain the 21st century skills
necessary to use technology to achieve
the goals of the core curriculum content
standards; 3, having educational tech-
nology accessible in all learning envi-
ronments, and 4, the district will estab-
lish and maintain the technology infra-
structure necessary for all students, ad-
ministrators, and staff to safely access
digital information on demand and to
communicate virtually.

Past board member Jane Costello said
some students have access to Facebook
“on a regular basis” during the class time
and asked if there was a reason that
social networking sites are not being
blocked. Superintendent Hayes said that
she would have that looked into, as those
websites should be blocked.

plicants’ attorney, Frank Ferraro, said
a balloon test would be conducted
this weekend so that residents can see
how high the proposed tower would
be. A small weather balloon will be
floated 125 feet in the air at the pro-
posed site from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. on
Saturday, April 24. If weather condi-
tions prohibit the test, it will be held
at the same time on May 1.

Resident opposition last week cen-
tered mainly around the questions of
whether there is, indeed, a significant
enough gap in coverage in southern
Scotch Plains and northern Edison to
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Hillside Cemetery Cell Tower
warrant a tall monopole and, if so,
whether the cemetery site was the
ideal locale.

Edison Councilman Robert
Karabinchak questioned how serious
the coverage gap is and asked Mr.
Pierson if he had collected data from
the two carriers on the number of
dropped calls in the area where cov-
erage is supposed to be lacking. Mr.
Pierson said he did not collect that
data because it is not as reliable as
data he collected by driving person-
ally through the area.

Noting that Mr. Pierson had said
the Verizon antennas would be situ-
ated at the same levels as the treetops
to the north, Mr. Karabinchak asked
if further tree growth in the next few
years would hamper reception. But
Mr. Pierson said the trees are “mostly
mature” and that any further growth
would not be significant.

King Street resident John Weiss
asked if other communications tech-
nologies had been looked at as pos-
sible alternatives to providing cellu-
lar coverage, but Mr. Pierson said
wide-area coverage in that area would
be best served by antennas.

Prior to the residents’ questions,
board members also questioned Mr.
Pierson, with Chairman Ken Ander-
son asking if other sites had been
considered. Mr. Pierson said he had
not seen any other possibilities in
previous efforts to site an antenna in
the vicinity, but told board members
that if they had alternative locations
in mind, “I’d be happy to look at it.”

When board member Chris Abeel
asked if it was necessary for all carriers
to have optimal coverage, given that
consumers can ultimately choose a car-
rier they feel provides better coverage
than the others, Mr. Ferraro said federal
regulators have ruled that one carrier
meeting the needs of its customers
doesn’t preclude others from seeking
to have similarly optimal coverage.

Mr. Anderson said the application
would continue to be heard at a spe-
cial May 12 meeting, at which time
three other expert witnesses — a pro-
fessional engineer, a professional
planner and a radio frequency emis-
sions expert — will testify on behalf
of the two cellular phone companies.

JESSICA E. JASKULA for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
APPLAUSE...Scotch Plains-Fanwood administrator Anthony Del Sordi receives
applause last Thursday for being recognized as “School Business Administrator
of the Year” by the New Jersey Association of School Business Officials.

to get a C-4 license, which is re-
quired by statute. Mr. Gencarelli
had multiple other requirements to
fulfill this role, and the authority
had said it believed the state would
permit Mr. Gencarelli to perform
the task while meeting the higher
licensing requirements.

The board went into closed execu-
tive session. Employees speculated
that the session was spent discuss-
ing litigation related to facility’s
cogeneration legal issues.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GO YANKEES...The Westfield Youth Baseball parade on Saturday featured
John Fuller’s Yankee car, although no slight on the Mets was intended.

MS Budget Passes; Venes,
Ruban, Minks Win Seats

By ERIC D. WILDSTEIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — A tax increase
will stamp the 2010-2011 school year
after Mountainside voters narrowly passed
the Board of Education’s (BOE) budget
on Tuesday. In addition, the BOE will
also welcome two newcomers and a vet-
eran incumbent to three-year terms.

The $14-million school tax levy passed
with 793 “yes” votes compared to 710
who polled “no,” a margin of 83 tallies.
Borough households will see a school tax
increase averaging $171. The budget will
freeze salaries of BOE employees al-
though the teachers, constituting the ma-
jor portion of the budget, have not agreed
to a salary freeze (April 8, 2010 Letter to
the Editor, Mountainside Education As-
sociation (MEA) President Suzanne
Jenks). Negotiations with the teachers’
union are ongoing.

Part of the budget funds payment for
Mountainside high school children to at-
tend Governor Livingston High School in
Berkeley Heights, where voters there re-
jected their budget Tuesday night.

A total of 1,541 voters showed up to
one of three polling locations Tuesday,
about 31.8 percent of Mountainside’s
4,834 registered voters. This is more than
double the turnout in 2009, a trend seen at
school elections across New Jersey.

Incumbent BOE candidate Carmine
Venes earned his third consecutive term,
netting 726 total votes behind victorious
newcomers James Ruban (907 votes) and
Christopher Minks (749 votes). Two of
the three BOE seats were vacated by
Gene Nagel and Raymond Haggar, who
chose not to run for re-election. Candi-
dates Lauren Elmblad, Mr. Venes’ daugh-
ter, and Marilyn Atlas-Berney combined
for about 32 percent of the total vote.

Mr. Ruban commented, “I’m thankful

the voters put their trust in me.”
The Mountainside BOE will reorga-

nize at a regular meeting on Tuesday,
April 27.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday,
April 20, 2010 the following ordinances
entitled:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
ORDINANCE #8-2009 WHICH
SUPPLEMENTED AND
AMENDED CHAPTER XII EN-
TITLED “SEWER AND WA-
TER” OF THE REVISED GEN-
ERAL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, 1978, AND ESTAB-
LISHED THE SEWERAGE
UTILITY OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS.

AN ORDINACE AMENDING
CHAPTER II OF THE TOWN-
SHIP CODE ENTITLED, “AD-
MINISTRATION” BY (I)  RE-
PLACING SUBSECTION 2-6.7
ENTITLED, “OTHER LAWS
AND ORDINANCES” WITH A
NEW SUBSECTION 2-6.7 EN-
TITLED, “ISSUANCE OF
RAFFLE AND BINGO TICK-
ETS” AND (II) RENUMBER-
ING CURRENT SUBSECTION
2-6.7 ENTITLED, “OTHER
LAWS  ANDORDINANCES” AS
SUBSECTION 2-6.8

were adopted on second and final read-
ing.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 4/22/10, The Times Fee: $35.19


