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Board to Resume Hearing
On Cell Tower in May
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment will hold a spe-
cial meeting next month to continue
its consideration of an application by
T. Mobile and Verizon Wireless to
install a cellular antenna tower in
Hillside Cemetery.

About 40 residents, mainly from
Scotch Plains and Edison, attended
last week’s hearing, which lasted nearly
three-and-a-half hours — and nine
spoke publicly in opposition to the
proposed tower, while also question-
ing radio frequency engineer Glenn
Pierson. Mr. Pierson testified for an
hour before answering residents’ ques-
tions for nearly two more hours. The
proposed 125-foot-high monopole
would house nine T. Mobile antennas
at the 118-foot level and 12 Verizon

antennas 10 feet lower. The pole would
be situated at the end of Frank Street
off Raritan Road, at the southern end
of the 129-acre cemetery.

Multiple variances are being re-
quested, including a use variance since
cell towers are prohibited by local
ordinance, a height variance and a
fence-height variance. Mr. Pierson
cited a gap in service coverage as a
reason for needing the new structure,
which he described in brief testimony
at the start of the hearing last month
as a “stealth tree monopole,” similar
to the green branch-covered mono-
pole alongside the Garden State Park-
way just south of Exit 135. He said
space would also be made available
for Scotch Plains emergency services
antennas.

At the start of the hearing, the ap-

Correction
A front-page story in the April 15

issue of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times regarding the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood PTA and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Education Association should
have stated in the fourth paragraph that
the letter was signed by members of the
SPFEA employed at School One. We
apologize for the error.

RVSA Agrees to Give Back
$1.1 Mil. to Municipalities

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The board of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) decided last Thursday to re-
duce its budget by $1.1 million. The
amount will be given back to member
communities on a proportional basis.

According to Robert Materna, the
authority’s secretary and treasurer,
RVSA’s return of user charges to the
member communities will result in
the following savings to member com-
munities (based on preliminary esti-
mates and subject to revision): Clark,
$176,000; Cranford, $70,000;
Garwood, $31,000; Kenilworth,
$63,000; Mountainside, $43,000;
Rahway, $138,000; Roselle Park,
$25,000; Scotch Plains, $75,000;
Springfield, $94,000; Westfield,
$156,000; and Woodbridge,
$249,000.

When sharing these numbers, Mr.
Materna stated that they were
rounded, so may not total precisely to
the announced total, and were pre-
liminary estimates. When asked after

the meeting if the budget reduction
would result in the authority taking
on additional debt, Mr. Materna stated
that he was unsure.

Mr. Materna also said that the mu-
nicipalities’ assessments for 2010
would drop from $23.440 million to
$22.315 million. The change will re-
sult in the “funds provided by unre-
served retained earnings” line in the
budget rising to $4,355,500 from
$3,730,500.

In other business, it was announced
that new, permanent diesel genera-
tors were installed on Thursday. Test-
ing had begun prior to the meeting,
and according to Bob Valent, super-
intendent of the facility, there was
“one little problem” in the first phase
of testing. The plant’s return to exter-
nal power had to be performed manu-
ally. Westfield’s commissioner, Allen
Chin, asked if the authority could
give Caterpillar back its temporary
generators, and Mr. Valent replied
affirmatively.

The RVSA spent close to $1,000 to
perform a video inspection of a trunk
line under Walnut Avenue in Clark.
The unanticipated expense was used
to determine that the authority’s line
was not responsible for a sinkhole at
the site. The RVSA plans to charge
back the expense to the responsible
party once that is determined, offi-
cials said. Among those concerned
with the cause of the sinkhole were
Clark Township, Union County and

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A NICE FIT...New Superior Court Judge Robert Kirsch of Westfield is helped
with his judicial robe by his former college professor, United States District Judge
William J. Zloch of Florida. At right is Judge Kirsch’s sister, Jill Stone. He has
been assigned to the family division.

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage: The Market Leader 
for Westfield, Scotch Plains, Mountainside, Fanwood, and Cranford*
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Westfield West Office
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2010 School Voting at a Glance, Union County Unofficial Results: Registered Voters (280,022) in County (21 towns)
Berkeley Heights (9,223 registered; budget vote for 1,410, against 1,856) - Clark (10,335 registered; budget vote for 1,224, against 1,071) - Cranford (15,911 registered; budget vote for 2,593, against 2,240) - Elizabeth (46,407 registered;
budget vote for 1,607, against 1,808) - Fanwood* (5,083 registered; budget vote for 671, against 976) - Garwood (2,736 registered; budget vote for 353, against 357) - Hillside (12,422 registered; budget vote for 637, against 532) -
Kenilworth (5,001 registered; budget vote for 655, against 805) - Linden (21,807 registered; budget vote for 1,442, against 1,670) - Mountainside (4,834 registered; budget vote for 793, against 710) - New Providence (7,987 registered;
budget vote for 1,223, against 1,358) - Plainfield (21,736 registered; budget vote for 945, against 988) - Rahway (15,988 registered; budget vote for 1,075, against 1,023) - Roselle (12,198 registered; budget vote for 704, against 513)
- Roselle Park (7,733 registered; budget vote for 859, against 856) - Scotch Plains* (16,197 registered; budget vote for 1,841, against 2,234) - Springfield (10,250 registered; budget vote for 1,217, against 847) - Summit (13,523 registered;
budget vote for N/A, against N/A) - Union (32,036 registered; budget vote for 2,224, against 1,855) - Westfield (21,076 registered; budget vote for 3,461, against 3,114) - Winfield (1,062 registered; budget vote for 170, against 61)
- *Scotch Plains-Fanwood District budget vote for 2,512, against 3,210.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GROOVY...Artists perform at Sound Station in Westfield to mark National
Record Store Day, supporting independently-owned music stores still in business.

SP-F School Budget Defeated;
Amy Winkler Wins BOE Race

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – With a vote of
3,210 to 2,512, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood residents Tuesday defeated
a $75-million tax levy to support an
$81 million school budget. The spend-
ing plan will now go before the gov-
erning bodies of both Scotch Plains
and Fanwood to determine what ac-
tion should be taken on it.

The budget was turned down by
voters in both municipalities, with
2,234 no votes to 1,841 yes votes in
Scotch Plains and 976 no votes to 671
yes votes in Fanwood. There are
16,197 registered voters in Scotch
Plains, and 5,083 in Fanwood.

In a three-person race for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
seat currently held by Amy Winkler,
the incumbent overcame challenges
from Michael Lewis and Christopher
Pflaum to continue representing
Fanwood on the board. Ms. Winkler
garnered 616 votes, while Mr. Lewis
captured 289 and Mr. Pflaum drew 185.

Incumbent Rob O’Connor, who ran
unopposed for the one year remain-
ing on the Fanwood seat of former
board vice-president Sasha Slocum,
received 496 votes.

Scotch Plains incumbents Nancy
Bauer and David Gorbunoff, who both
were unopposed in their reelection
bids, received 2,049 and 1,853 votes,

respectively.
A crowd of some 30 to 40 people

gathered at the school board office in
Scotch Plains as election results were
tabulated. While the defeat of the
budget created a somewhat somber
air amongst those gathered, school
district officials pledged to continue
striving to maintain quality educa-
tion for Scotch Plains-Fanwood stu-
dents.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes addressed attendees shortly
after the results were tallied, noting
that the fate of the budget was “not
what we hoped.” She stated, how-
ever, that those who crafted and sup-
ported the spending plan “did their
very, very best,” and she thanked them
for their efforts.

“We are clearly living in unprec-
edented times,” said the superinten-
dent, adding that the board neverthe-
less will “move forward” in working
with the two municipal governing
bodies on the budget, with the dual
goals of striking a compromise and
“doing what is best for students.”
During her remarks, she also con-
gratulated the winners of the school
board elections.

“Education is a compact that we
have from one generation to the other,”
Superintendent Hayes said. “We will
work very diligently to make this
process work.”

“I think we tried very hard,” Busi-
ness Administrator and Board Secre-
tary Anthony Del Sordi told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. “We
dealt with the loss in state aid the best
way we could, and the economic times
just caught up with us.”

Board of Education President
Norman “Trip” Whitehouse, also
among those gathered, said, “in this
climate, school boards are facing
many challenges, from the governor’s
stated opposition to defeating school
budgets if there isn’t a wage freeze in

Courtesy of Debbie Dreher
DESERVING AWARD...Frank X. Caragher, executive director of The Arc of
Union County for the past 20 years, was the 2010 honoree at the organization’s
annual Candlelight Ball held at L’Affaire in Mountainside last Saturday. Con-
gressman Leonard Lance, left, presents the award to Mr. Caragher.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Scotch Plains Council Votes 4-1
To Establish 2010 Sewer Rates

Jessica E. Jaskula for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
POINTS OF VIEW...Dozens of teachers and residents gather in Scotch Plains last Thursday to speak their minds and discuss
the proposed school budget at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education meeting.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The township
council formally set this year’s sewer
fee rate under which all properties –
commercial and residential – will be
charged in a similar manner.

At its regular meeting on Tuesday,
the council voted 4-1, with Council-
man Kevin Glover dissenting, to set
2010 rates for all properties at a flat
$175 level for the first 27,499 gallons
of water used. For 27,500 gallons and
beyond, a $250 base rate will be
charged, along with a per-gallon
charge of $0.0090 for commercial
properties and $0.00037 for residen-
tial properties and apartments.

Township Manager Chris Marion
said the sewer utility budget this year

is $2.825 million, with $1.86 million
coming from the residential fees,
$673,207 from commercial proper-
ties and $290,739 from apartments.
Assistant Township Engineer Joseph
Timko estimated that the average resi-
dential bill this year would be about
$254. It is expected bills will be sent
out soon, with payments due on June
1 and October 1.

In other business, the council has
received copies of the final report of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Shared
Services Study Committee, which
spent much of 2009 examining pos-
sible shared service ventures between
the two municipalities. Mayor Nancy
Malool said council members would
digest the report and discuss its con-
tents and recommendations in the
coming months.

In addition, she said she expects a
public meeting to be held sometime
in early June to allow the public to
hear details of the report.

Earlier, at its conference meeting,
the council decided to table a resolu-
tion formally accepting the report
because council members felt it was
an unnecessary exercise that might
have given an incorrect impression
that the governing body’s acceptance
of the report meant it was endorsing
all of its contents.

There also was some discussion
about asking Dan Mason of Jersey
Professional Management, the con-

sultant who guided the process that
led to the final report, to explain the
details of the report’s recommenda-
tion to council members and to the
public. Mr. Mason had asked for an
“implementation fee” to continue his
efforts through June, but council
members felt he should be able to
explain the report as part of his origi-
nal $48,000 fee.

The council also awarded a con-
tract to Midco Waste Systems to
conduct the June residential cleanup
program. The firm will be paid
$93.98 for each permit purchased by
residents disposing of household
waste. That fee breaks down to
$59.48 for collection and transpor-
tation and $34.50 for tipping fees.
Permits this year will cost $94, which
is substantially higher than last year’s
$65 fee, which was low because it
had been subsidized by a Clean Com-
munities grant that reduced what
would normally have been an $87
permit fee.

Mr. Marion reminded residents that
the curbside yard waste collection
program gets underway next Mon-
day. Additional information is avail-
able on the township’s website,
scotchplainsnj.com.

The council also passed resolu-
tions congratulating Joseph Kaiser
and Peter Citera on achieving the
rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts
of America.


