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Continuo Arts Announces
Auditions for Wizard of Oz

WESTFIELD – The Continuo Arts
Foundation will hold auditions for
young artists, ages 8 to 18, on Thurs-
day, April 22, from 4 to 7 p.m. at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield for
its intensive three-week summer musi-
cal theater conservatory.

Young artists will learn about the key
elements of musical theater, enjoy work-
ing with an experienced, professional
staff and expand their knowledge in
areas that match their interests and tal-
ents: voice, sound, dance, set design,
acting, lighting, staging and costumes.

The conservatory dates are July 6 to
23, Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. The performances will be Friday,
July 23, and Saturday, July 24. The cost
is $1,200, and materials are $100. The
performance location, in the Summit/
Westfield area, will be announced
shortly.

Candace Wicke is the artistic direc-
tor for The Wizard of Oz, assisted by
Catherine Layton, vocal coach; Cristina
Ambrose, acting coach; Cherilyn
Marrocco, choreographer, and Emma
Peterson, stage manager.

Ms. Wicke made her Carnegie Hall
conducting debut in 2002, premiering
the Symphony of Psalms by Imant

Raminsh. As a champion of new music,
she has premiered new works in many
of her Carnegie Hall appearances.

She is a graduate of the University of
Miami and Evangel University. In a
short two years, the Continuo Arts Sym-
phonic Chorus and Orchestra has re-
ceived accolades for their performances
at the Vatican in Rome and at Carnegie
Hall, where they presented “Christmas
Time in the City,” an annual series.

The Continuo Arts Treble Chorus
and Orchestra performed “Hope” by
Gary Fry yesterday at Carnegie Hall,
and Destino, the Canadian tenors who
sang at the Beijing Olympics, were
featured on the program with award-
winning actress, singer and Broadway
star Tovah Feldshuh.

For more information or to audition,
contact hevenson@comcast.net to re-
serve a time slot. Participants will pre-
pare 16 bars of music from any piece
from the show if they wish to audition
for a lead role.

Music from any Broadway show is
acceptable for the chorus. Individuals
should be prepared to read and learn a
short dance. Résumés/headshots are
optional. For more information, visit
continuoarts.org or call (908) 264-5324.

Lucy Kaplansky Performs
In Westfield, Supports Knost

WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series will con-
tinue its 10th season by presenting
Lucy Kaplansky.

This show will take place at the
First United Methodist Church, lo-
cated at 1 East Broad Street (corner of
North Avenue) in Westfield, on Sat-
urday, April 17. Doors will open at
7:15 p.m., and the concert will begin
at 8 p.m. Admission is $23 online and
$27 at the door.

This concert will benefit the Keith
Knost Special Needs Trust. Touring
singer/songwriter Randall Williams
will open the show. Advance pur-
chase of tickets is highly recom-
mended by going to
lucykaplansky2.eventbrite.com.

Ms. Kaplansky started out singing
in Chicago bars. Then, barely out of
high school, she took off for New
York City. There, she found a fertile
community of songwriters and per-
formers. She found herself singing as
a duo with folk and rock success
Shawn Colvin.

However, Ms. Kaplansky left the
musical fast track to pursue a doctor-
ate degree in psychology. Upon com-
pleting her degree, she took a job at a
New York hospital working with

chronically mentally ill adults and
also started a private practice. Yet,
she continued to sing.

She has harmonized on Colvin’s
Grammy-winning “Steady On,” on
Nanci Griffith’s “Lone Star State of
Mind” and “Little Love Affairs,” as
well as on four of John Gorka’s al-
bums.

Her new life as a mother has en-
hanced the emotional depth of her
songwriting. Her sixth album, “Over
the Hills,” released in March 2007,
explores universal themes of love,
joy, loss and dreams for the future,
through reflections on family.

For more on this concert and the
featured artist, visit
lucykaplansky2.eventbrite.com.

The Coffee With Conscience Con-
cert Series supports the following
charities: CONTACT We Care
(Westfield), Homefirst (Plainfield),
Habitat for Humanity (Plainfield), the
Community Food Bank of New Jer-
sey (Hillside) and the Keith Knost
Special Needs Trust (Mountainside).

For more information about the
series, visit coffeewithconscience.org,
call (908) 412-9105 or send an e-mail
to ahrre@ahrre.com. Volunteers are
always appreciated.

Poetry Reading to Feature
Patrick Rosal on April 20

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free poetry reading on Tues-
day, April 20, at 8 p.m. in the Patricia
M. Kuran Cultural Arts Center on
Watson Road, off North Martine
Avenue, adjacent to Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall. The featured reader will
be the poet Patrick Rosal.

Born and raised in New Jersey, Mr.
Rosal has been a featured reader
around the United States and also in
Buenos Aires, London and on the
BBC radio program “The World To-
day.”

He is the author of two full-length
poetry collections, “Uprock Headspin
Scramble and Dive” and “My Ameri-
can Kundiman,” which won the As-
sociation of Asian American Studies
Book Award in Poetry as well as the

2007 Global Filipino Literary Award.
His work has been published widely

in journals and anthologies, includ-
ing North American Review, Colum-
bia, Harvard Review, Folio, Ameri-
can Poetry Review, The Nuyor Asian
Anthology, New Orleans Review, In-
diana Review, The Beacon Best and
Language for a New Century.

Mr. Rosal was awarded a Fulbright
grant as a U.S. Scholar to the Philip-
pines in 2009. He has received teach-
ing appointments at Penn State,
Altoona; the University of Texas,
Austin; Drew University, Bloomfield
College and in the Rutgers-Camden
MFA Creative Writing program.

For more information, call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions and information, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.

The Carriage House Poetry Series will welcome poet Patrick Rosal

Local ‘Friends’ to Help
Community Band Turn 100
WESTFIELD – As one of the

oldest community bands in the coun-
try, the Westfield Community Band
is a community-based ensemble that
has provided music to Westfield
residents for the past 98 years.

Generations of Westfield resi-
dents have performed with the band
over the years as well as genera-
tions coming to enjoy concerts in
the park, which have run each sum-
mer since 1912 in addition to many
other year-round events.

The band is seeking members of
the community to come join the
Friends of the Westfield Community
Band, an organization that will help
support its efforts in bringing new
and exciting music to the commu-
nity as it nears its 100th anniversary.

Arts groups need support more
than ever during these difficult fi-
nancial times, and the Friends of
the Westfield Community Band will
help in seeking grants, advertising
sales for summer programs and
other ideas the group generates to
help ensure the band meets its 100th
anniversary and many more years
entertaining town residents.

The first meeting of this group
will be held on Wednesday, April
21, at 6:30 p.m. in the Westfield

Community Room in the Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 425
East Broad Street in Westfield.

For further information, contact
the Westfield Community Band at
info@westfieldcommunityband.com
and check out their website,
westfieldcommunityband.com.

With ‘Visits from Heaven,’ Varga
Assures That ‘Life Never Ends’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield author
Josie Varga’s second book, “Visits from
Heaven,” features a collection of first-
person accounts from people who have
received communiqué from loved ones
who have passed over to “the other
side.”

Ms. Varga, who also is the author of
“Footprints in the Sand: A Disabled
Woman’s Inspiring Journey to Happi-
ness,” will be at The Town Book Store
this Saturday, April 17, from 2 to 4 p.m.
to meet readers and sign books.

“Visits from Heaven” contains more
than 60 poignant-yet-
joyful stories of dreams,
signals and signs from
the dead to the living.

Although Ms. Varga
was a believer in life af-
ter death, she never
thought she would find
herself writing a book
about the subject.

Shortly after the World
Trade Center collapsed,
however, she received a
“visit” from her
husband’s friend and
former boss who died in
the attacks.

Rich was asking Ms.
Varga to let his wife
know that it was okay to relocate to
Boston.

Ms. Varga had never met Rich when
he was alive, and yet she recognized his
spirit reaching out to her. The commu-
nication was later validated.

“Nothing like this had ever happened
to me before. I didn’t know what to
think, and [I] tried to forget about my
experience. But as hard as I tried, I
couldn’t… I knew that I had been given
a gift,” she said.

The message from Rich ultimately
resulted in the book.

“I had no doubt at all that what I had
experienced was real. And I also knew
there had to be others out there who had
similar experiences. So I started to re-
search accounts from around the world,

and “Visits from Heaven” was born.
At first, she found “Visits from

Heaven” difficult to write and often
wondered why she had been the one
selected to receive Rich’s message.

Later, she came to understand that
“[Everything] happens for a reason. If
I can help just one person understand
that life never ends and love never dies,
then I will have achieved my purpose,”
she continued.

Ms. Varga realizes that some people
may not be comfortable reading a book
that addresses conversing with the dead
and believes this is because people are
generally afraid of the unknown.

It is these people who
she especially hopes will
find solace in the book.

“I want people to un-
derstand that there is no
real death. We are so
much more than our
physical bodies. We are
spiritual beings having a
human experience, not
the other way around,”
she said.

“I hope people will
find comfort in reading
‘Visits from Heaven’
[and] comfort in know-
ing that they will see their
loved ones again.”

Reader response to
“Visits from Heaven” has been so over-
whelmingly positive that Ms. Varga
expects to release a sequel about near-
death experiences, entitled “Visits to
Heaven,” later this year.

A Westfield resident since 1997, Ms.
Varga holds a degree in journalism and
has worked as a director of communi-
cations and an editor for an interna-
tional trade association.

In addition to writing, she works as a
motivational speaker and inventor.

She holds patents for two inventions
– a swivel-based garbage-can carousel
and an infant/toddler puppet medical
instrument.

For more information about Ms.
Varga’s book signing, call The Town
Book Store at (908) 233-3535.

Black Achievers Ceremony
Features Student Awards

MOUNTAINSIDE – One hundred
participants gathered March 26 at
L’Affaire in Mountainside for the
Westfield Area “Y”’s 12th Annual
Black Achievers fundraising and rec-
ognition banquet for college schol-
arships.

The Connell Company presented
a check for $10,000 at the dinner.
The keynote speaker for the evening
was Congressman Robert Andrews
(D-1st). Funds generated will be
awarded to graduating seniors to
pursue their education, as well as to
students already in college.

In existence for 12 years, the Black
Achievers program seeks to set high
academic standards for students and
expose young people to diverse ca-
reer options that inspire them to reach
their goals and reach their fullest
potential in spirit, mind and body.

Congressman Andrews spoke
about the importance of youth
mentorship programs and reaching

for one’s dreams. For more informa-
tion, contact Susan Morton at (908)
654-8460 or e-mail
smorton@westfieldynj.org.

SMILES…Westfield Area “Y” Black Achievers program participants join key-
note speaker Congressman Robert Andrews at the annual fundraising and
recognition banquet for the organization last month at L’Affaire in Mountainside.

Trinity Church Slates
‘Twilight Zone’ Parody

CRANFORD – Driftwood Players
will present Return to the Twilight
Zone – a parody on Thursday and
Friday, April 22 and 23, at 8 p.m. and
Saturday, April 24, at 3 p.m. in
Sherlock Hall at the Trinity Episco-
pal Church, located at North and For-
est Avenues in Cranford.

The play is a parody of four classic
episodes from the original “The Twi-
light Zone” television series. Created
by Rod Serling, the show originally
aired from 1959 to 1964 and featured
a mix of science fiction, horror and
suspense as a vehicle for social com-
ment. Each episode typically ended
with a surprising twist.

Directed by Katherine Benson, this
production will parody the episodes
“The Eye of the Beholder,” “I Shot an
Arrow,” “Long Distance Call” and
“Five Characters in Search of an Exit.”

Tickets will be sold at the door. For
the preview performance on April 22,
tickets will be $5. The cost for the
April 23 and 24 performances will be
$12 for general admission and $7 for
children and senior citizens. For ad-
ditional information, call (908) 276-
4047 or visit njdriftwoodplayers.com.

Earth Day Birthday Fair
To Take Place at Trailside

MOUNTAINSIDE – Trailside Na-
ture and Science Center will host an
Earth Day Birthday Fair on Thursday,
April 22, from 3 to 5 p.m. to celebrate
the 40th anniversary of Earth Day.

Sponsored by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
Department of Parks and Community
Renewal, the event will take place rain
or shine. Admission will be $2 per
person; children age 4 and under may
attend for free.

“Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter strives to promote protection and
preservation of the environment and it
is a perfect location for a Union County-
sponsored Earth Day event,” said Free-
holder Chairman Daniel Sullivan. “This
celebration is a great opportunity for all
of us to gain knowledge about the small
changes we can make in our daily lives
that can have a huge impact on our
earth.”

The Earth Day Fair will offer various
activities relating to the environment,
including educational displays that ex-
plain the benefits of composting, rain
gardens, greening one’s home, recy-

cling and water conservation. Face
painting, children’s games, eco art, give-
away items and prizes also will be
available. Free seedling trees will be
given to the first 200 people who attend.

Trailside is promoting this effort by
asking that people bring clean, gently
used plastic toys to be distributed to
families in need.

For more information about the Earth
Day Birthday Fair, or about any up-
coming programs or special events at
Trailside, call (908) 789-3670 or visit
ucnj.org/trailside.

Trailside Nature and Science Center
is located at 452 New Providence Road
in Mountainside and is a service of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

Author Tom Perrotta
To Speak at Library

GARWOOD – Author and former
Garwood resident Tom Perrotta will
visit the Garwood Public Library on
Wednesday, April 21, at 7 p.m. to
discuss his novels and road to fame.
Mr. Perrotta’s books include “Bad
Haircut,” “The Wishbones,” “Joe
College,” “Election,” “Little Chil-
dren” and “The Abstinence Teacher.”

Registration is required for this
event and can be done in person at the
library’s Circulation Desk, by calling
(908) 789-1670 or at the interactive
calendar page of the library’s website,
youseemore.com/garwood. The li-
brary is located at the corner of Third
Avenue and Walnut Street, behind the
Lincoln School Building.

Healthy Kids Day Set
Saturday at Local ‘Y’
WESTFIELD – On Saturday, April

17, from 1 to 4 p.m., the Westfield Area
“Y” will join more than 1,500 YMCAs
nationwide in sponsoring YMCA
Healthy Kids Day at the Main Y Facil-
ity, located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield.

Open to the public, this special free
event will offer creative activities that
promote healthy eating, healthy hab-
its, family activities and safe and
healthy neighborhoods.

Among the featured activities will
be an obstacle course, moon bounce,
rock-climbing wall, arts and crafts,
face painting, games, Camp EXPO
and skin protection. Community rep-
resentatives, facility tours and refresh-
ments also will be available.

YMCA Healthy Kids Day is part of
YMCA Activate America, a national
initiative designed to help children and
adults discover and sustain healthier
ways to live. For more information,
visit the “Y” online at westfieldynj.org
or call (908) 233-2700.

Funeral Consumers
To Meet Next Week

SCOTCH PLAINS – Dr. Eric
Chludzinski of the Hudson Center
for Spinal Care in Scotch Plains will
be the guest speaker at the annual
meeting of Funeral Consumers Alli-
ance of Central New Jersey, Inc.

The meeting will be held on Friday,
April 23, at 1 p.m. at the Scotch
Plains Recreation Building, located
at 820 Jerusalem Road at the corner
of Jerusalem and Plainfield Avenue
(Scotch Hills Golf Course). The build-
ing is next to the putting green. Free
refreshments will be served to all.
Friends are welcome.

Dr. Chludzinski will discuss arthri-
tis, pain relief, healthy aging and
maintaining flexibility, among other
topics. A short business meeting and
election of officers will precede Dr.
Chludzinski’s presentation.

A non-profit organization, the Fu-
neral Consumers Alliance of Central
New Jersey, Inc. is comprised of area
residents dedicated to helping com-
munity members make funeral ar-
rangements that are dignified, mean-
ingful and affordable. Founded in
1964, it is run solely by volunteers.
For more information, call Fred
Lange, president, at (908) 889-6289.

5K Run/Walk Sunday to Aid
Leukemia-Lymphoma Society
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Leuke-

mia and Lymphoma Society will
present the second annual Quest for
the Cure 5K Run/Walk in
Mountainside’s Echo Lake Park this
Sunday, April 18. Registration will
open at 8:30 a.m. and the race will
kick off at 10 a.m.

This event will take place through-
out the park and Mountainside resi-
dential area, with a course that will
be mostly flat.

Mountainside residents are ad-
vised that Mill Lane and Globe Av-
enue will be closed between 10 a.m.
and noon that day. If someone needs
to leave their residence,
Mountainside police will be avail-
able to escort them.

All of the funds raised will go
directly back to the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society to help its mis-
sion, which is to cure leukemia, lym-
phoma, Hodgkin’s disease and my-
eloma, and to improve the quality of
life for patients and their families.
Donations are used to support pa-
tient services, advocacy and research.

General registration is $25. All
participants will receive T-shirts and

race day goodie bags while supplies
last. There also will be food, family
fun and entertainment at the finish.

The top three overall participants
will receive awards, as well as the
top finishers in each age group: un-
der 19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59,
60-69, and 70+.

All participants and spectators are
asked to park in the Loews movie
theater parking lot, located at 1021
Route 22 in Mountainside. There
will be traffic attendants to help in-
dividuals get to the park safely; after
parking, individuals will be able to
walk Glenn Avenue to Mill Lane,
which leads to the park. The start
will be at the gazebo in the park.

To register for Quest for the Cure,
visit: westfield.patch.com/events/
quest-for-the-cure-5k-runwalk-2 or
stop by the Westfield Running Com-
pany store at 123 Quimby Street in
Westfield.

Packets may be picked up at the
Westfield Running Company tomor-
row and Saturday, April 16 and 17.
For more information, call The Leu-
kemia and Lymphoma Society at
(908) 956-6620.

WSL Shops to Open
For Spring Fling

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Service League’s (WSL) Thrift and
Consignment Shops, located at 114
Elmer Street in Westfield, will be
open for business during the town’s
Spring Fling celebration on Sun-
day, April 25, from 10:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. Refreshments will be served.

The first-floor thrift shop will fea-
ture clothing for the whole family,
plus shoes, books, jewelry and as-
sorted housewares. At the second-
floor consignment shop will be se-
lect clothing and newer merchan-
dise offered by area consignors.

The thrift shop can accept dona-
tions, but there are some limitations
on what can be re-sold. The shop’s
primary focus is clothing and small
household items. The shop cannot
accept used electronics such as com-
puters or microwaves or any baby
items such as strollers, car seats or
cribs. If unacceptable items are
dropped off at the shop, it can result
in the WSL having to pay for re-
moval. This results in a drop in the
amount of financial support that the
WSL can offer to local charities.

Regular hours for the shops are 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Sat-
urday. The shops will close for the
season on Saturday, June 12, and re-
open on Wednesday, September 8.

For information, call the thrift shop
at (908) 232-2530, the consignment
shop at (908) 232-1223 or visit
thewestfieldserviceleague.wordpress.com/

Library Posts Program
On College Funding

FANWOOD – A program entitled
“College Funding Awareness” will
take place on Tuesday, April 20, at 6
p.m. at the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary, located at North Avenue and
Tillotson Road. All are welcome.

Speakers from the non-profit orga-
nization Principia NP will provide
information and answer questions
about financial aid forms and dead-
lines; grants and scholarships; the
costs of private versus public col-
leges; Harvard’s New Financial Aid
Rules – A Major Change in Eligibil-
ity Requirements, and ways to pay
for college without exhausting one’s
resources. For additional information,
call (908) 400-1363.

Library Plans Program
Of Italian Love Songs
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-

morial Library will present “An
Evening of Italian and Neapolitan
Love Songs with Salvatore Chiarelli”
on Wednesday, April 21, at 7:30 p.m.

Mr Chiarelli, a tenor from New
York City, trained in both New York
and Italy for the opera and stage and
likes to put an operatic twist to popu-
lar songs. The library is located at
North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

This concert is free, but registra-
tion is recommended. To register, call
the library at (908) 322-6400. For
more information, check out the
events calendar at fanwoodlibrary.org
or the library’s Facebook page.

Rosary Altar Society
Sets Spaghetti Dinner
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Rosary

Altar Society of St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church will
host its Annual Spaghetti Dinner on
Friday, April 30, from 5:30 to 8 p.m.
in the school gymnasium, located at
2032 Westfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

Tickets will be $8 for adults, $4 for
children ages 3 to 10, and free for
children under age 3. They will be
sold after all masses the weekends of
April 17 and 18 and April 24 and 25.
Interested persons also may call C.
Sanguiliano at (908) 322-5409. No
tickets will be sold at the door.

Dinner will include spaghetti and
meatballs, salad, bread and butter and
dessert. Soda and bottled water also
will be available for sale. This will be
a BYOB event. Entertainment will be
provided for the children. Proceeds
will benefit St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Church.

Local Pair to Compete
In Toastmasters Event
WESTFIELD – Toastmasters of

Westfield has announced that
Charlie Harder of Cranford and
Anne Baker of Westfield will com-
pete on Monday, April 19, in the
next level of an international public
speaking competition, which will
culminate this summer. The contest
will take place at AT&T in
Bedminster at 6:30 p.m.

Mr. Harder and Ms. Baker were
the winners of the previous contest
level last month in Summit. The event
on Monday, known as the Division C
contest, will feature the best speak-
ers from among 32 Toastmasters
clubs in Central New Jersey.

Mr. Harder won first place for his
speech, called “The Prisoner,”
which graphically depicted, through
vivid, colorful language, childhood
anecdotes, props and physical ges-
tures, what it feels like to be trapped
by a stuttering impediment.

Ms. Baker won first place in the
evaluation contest. In that contest,
the contestant has five minutes to
prepare a brief evaluation summa-
rizing the strengths and weaknesses
of a presentation.

For more information about
Toastmasters of Westfield, visit
toastmastersofwestfield.com or call
(732) 516-9852.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


