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Library to Accept
Book Sale Donations
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Friends of

the Mountainside Library will hold its
spring book sale on Saturday, April 24,
from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Books for
readers of all ages will be available at
bargain prices.

Book donations may be brought to the
library during business hours beginning
this Saturday, April 17. Donations should
not be left at the door before or after
business hours. Items must be in clean,
sellable condition. The Friends cannot
accept magazines or textbooks.

Proceeds from the sale will benefit the
Friends of the Mountainside Library and
the many programs the group sponsors at
the library. The library is located on Con-
stitution Plaza. For more information,
call the library at (908) 233-0115.Library Announces

Program on Autism
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Monday, April

19, the Scotch Plains Public Library will
feature a free presentation entitled “Un-
derstanding Autism in Your Community”
with Adrienne Robertiello, autism educa-
tor at Children’s Specialized Hospital.

This offering will be part of the Make
Friends with Autism program provided
by the hospital. This national, commu-
nity-based autism initiative is a multi-
level, bilingual resource designed to edu-
cate and provide tools for businesses,
recreation providers, civic groups and
other members of the community.

Ms. Robertiello will highlight this free,
web-based community resource. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue. To register, follow
the registration link on the Events tab of
the library homepage, scotlib.org, or call
or e-mail the library at (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 204, or library@scotlib.org.

All Saints’ to Present
Contra Dancing Night
SCOTCH PLAINS – An evening of

Contra Dancing will take place on Satur-
day, April 24, beginning at 7:30 p.m. at
the All Saints’ Episcopal Church. Contra
Dancing is similar to square dancing, but
the dancers are in lines instead of squares.
This program will feature caller Sue
Dupre, as well as two musicians perform-
ing live music.

Lessons will be given on some of the
basic steps at 7:30 p.m. Dancing will
begin at 8 p.m. There will be a break from
9:15 to 9:30 p.m., when light refresh-
ments will be available. Another hour of
dancing will continue until the evening
ends at 10:30 p.m. Participants are en-
couraged to dress in casual clothes and to
wear comfortable shoes. The cost is $10
per person.

The All Saints’ Episcopal Church is
located at 559 Park Avenue, across from
Park Middle School, in Scotch Plains.
Parking is available behind the church,
adjacent to Lea Hall, where the Contra
Dancing will take place. The parking lot
is accessible via Church Avenue to School
Place. For more information, call the
church at (908) 322-8047.

‘Connection’ Worship
On Tap For Saturday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Reverend

Cynthia Cochran-Carney, pastor, invites
members of the community to The Con-
nection, Coffeehouse Worship at 6 p.m.
this Saturday, April 17, at the Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church.

This event will feature music, multi-
media, a relevant message and a time to
connect with God and other people. Cof-
fee and desserts will be served. Childcare
for young children will be provided and
activity packets for children will be avail-
able.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
is located at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains, near the corner of South Martine
Avenue. All church facilities are handi-
cap-accessible. For information on other
ministries, visit willowgrovechurch.org.

CLASSIFIEDS

VFW Ladies Auxiliary Gives
Details on April 20 Meeting

GARWOOD – The next monthly meet-
ing of Bayleaf Leonard J. Sanders Memo-
rial Post No. 6807 Ladies Auxiliary of
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) will be
held on Tuesday, April 20, at 1 p.m. at the
post at 221 South Avenue in Garwood.

Members will gather at 12:15 p.m. for
a brown bag lunch and social time. Presi-
dent Kathleen Dorkoski will provide des-
sert after the meeting. Members are en-
couraged to attend this important meet-
ing. On the agenda is election of officers
for 2010-2011.

Auxiliary officers and chairpersons
have met to ready their reports to be sent
to the VFW Department of New Jersey by
Sunday, April 25. This past month, three
cartons of donated items were sent to
United States troops serving in Afghani-
stan. Additionally, 203 Christmas cards
were sent to American troops and a reply
was received from a colonel now serving
with the troops.

Cancelled stamps were collected and
sent to one of the veterans’ programs, as
well as manufacturers coupons to service
centers throughout the world. Donations
have been sent to federal and state veter-
ans’ hospitals, and items for bingo and
other programs were sent to Runnells
Specialized Hospital of Union County
and the VFW National Home for Chil-
dren.

The Auxiliary’s Cancer Aid and Re-
search Program was very successful as a
result of donations from members, the
yearly garage sale and Pennies for Cancer
Research collected at meetings, as well as
Pat Green’s sixth-grade class at Holy
Trinity School in Westfield.

Currently, the Auxiliary is sponsoring
an essay contest for Garwood Public
School sixth-grade students. The topic is
“Patriotism, What Happened To It?” The
winner will receive his or her award on
Memorial Day at Garwood’s celebration
program at the Knights of Columbus Hall.

New members are always welcome.
For more information, call President
Kathleen Dorkoski at (908) 233-9016 or
Catherine Madara at (908) 789-1105.

College Club to Host
‘A History of Tea’

FANWOOD – The College Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains will hold its
monthly meeting on Monday, April 19, at
7:30 p.m. at The Chelsea at Fanwood,
located at 295 South Avenue.

The program will be “A History of
Tea,” presented by Nancy Baker, owner
of Ana Beall’s Tea Room in Westfield.
Ms. Baker will discuss the history of tea,
tea tastings and the types of teas currently
available. There also will be a tea tasting
as the audience learns about the many
benefits of tea. The public is welcome.

For more information about the Col-
lege Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains, visit
collegeclubfsp.org. Membership informa-
tion is available by calling Meril at (908)
889-4942.

Ms. Kelly Rigano and Damian Serafin

Ms. Kelly Rigano
To Wed Damian Serafin

Frank and Nancy Rigano of Scotch
Plains have announced the engage-
ment of their daughter, Ms. Kelly
Rigano, to Damian Serafin. He is the
son of Jozef and Urszula Serafin of
Garfield.

A 2006 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, the bride-to-
be will receive a Bachelor of Arts

degree in Recreation Administration
from Kean University in May.

The future bridegroom graduated
from Wallington High School in 2003
and from Kean University in 2009
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Recreation Administration.

The couple will be married in June
of 2011.

Christina and Caroline Grace

Don’t Compromise Our Children’s
Education by Not Passing WF budget
This letter is to help raise awareness of

the upcoming election on April 20 and to
get the residents of Westfield to vote yes
for the school budget.

This year, more than any other year, we
need your support to pass the budget.
Westfield has already sustained a $4.2-
million cut in state aid, and if we cannot
get community support to pass the bud-
get, there will likely be additional cuts by
the town council. The board of education
has already had to cut more than 30 posi-
tions, including one administrator, 12
teachers, 10 paraprofessionals, three li-
brarians, two intermediate counselors,
three secretaries and two custodians.

In addition to these job cuts, no new
computers or library books will be pur-
chased and the amount of school supplies
has been reduced. These cuts affect the
quality of the education that our children
receive. If the budget does not pass, our
children will be forced to endure more cuts!

Rather than cut any of the valued extra-
curricular programs that our children love,
the BOE is implementing a student-activ-
ity fee. All of the particulars are still to be
worked out, but the importance of these
activities is known to all.

We, parents and educators, have al-
ways worked with our BOE to provide
our children with an outstanding educa-
tion at a cost per pupil that is under the
state average. The BOE has had to cut too
much already due to state constraints.
Please don’t compromise our children’s
education by not passing this budget.

Please mark your calendar to vote yes
for the budget on Tuesday, April 20.

Rose Hughes, President
Westfield Parent Teacher Council
Editor’s Note: Also signing this letter

are PTC Executive Board and PTO Presi-
dents, Cathy Kattack, Ellen Devin, Ruth
Maloney, Kate Fleschler, Peggy Oster,

Lisa Cummings, Anne Suriano, Beth
Ripperger, Carolyn Miller, Aileen
Sherman, Madeline Gerris, Deanne
Hampton, Rena Baretz, Drew Escaldi,
Lisa Harding, Laura Millwater, Patty
Bromberg, Amy Root, Susana MacLean,
Bobbi Sgro, Stephanie Campanello.

We Can Blame Each Other Or
Try To Come Up With Solutions

This year all our schools face signifi-
cantly reduced state aid. Most munici-
palities are grappling with balancing our
desire to provide our children with the
best education possible in the midst of
one of the worst fiscal crises since the
Great Depression. Against this backdrop,
we often hear that our teachers are greedy
or that the citizenry does not value educa-
tion.

While this rhetoric is not unusual, it is
unproductive and does nothing to help
create a new paradigm where we can
afford to live in our houses while main-
taining a productive and sustainable edu-
cational system.

There are many reasons why New Jer-
sey is in trouble. It didn’t help that Christie
Whitman borrowed from the pension fund
to balance the budget. Our reliance on
property taxes to fund education is both
inequitable and regressive. Mandatory
binding arbitration for police and
firefighters leaves layoffs as the only
method of holding down costs.

A pension system that allows public
employees to retire at age 55 and obtain
full medical benefits after 25 years of
service, does not take into account our
increased lifespan or the exponential rise
in healthcare benefits. We can continue
blaming each other or try to come up with
solutions.

While our schools are not businesses,
we must become more efficient and look
to extract every savings wherever pos-
sible. Outsourcing is one possibility. Is it
more economical to contract out custo-
dial services, maintenance and landscap-
ing? When one considers that the cost of
workers’ compensation and health pre-
miums, outsourcing may result in a sig-
nificant savings. A mandatory criminal
background check would ensure the safety
of our children. When considering appro-
priate compensation, the cost of
healthcare, the cost of pension contribu-
tions as well as salary should be used to
determine the real rate of increase of any
new compensation package.

We must look to reduce waste. Our
children receive hundreds of pieces of

paper over a given year. All notices and
report cards should be sent via e-mail. If
a student does not have access to e-mail
then this requirement would be waived.
This would save on paper, postage and
have the added benefit of being good for
the environment.

Our board of education and our teach-
ers should sit and discuss obtaining health
insurance policies that contain health sav-
ings accounts. The savings are signifi-
cant, and it may be possible to fund a
significant portion of the health savings
accounts with the savings in premiums.
The public cannot afford to fund increases
in health insurance premiums that rou-
tinely exceed 20 percent. It is not because
our teachers are not valued, but because
we as a society cannot afford to fund these
exponential increases.

Shared services does not necessarily
mean a loss of educational autonomy. We
should investigate the possibility of team-
ing up with other schools and creating a
purchasing cooperative which would al-
low the member schools to leverage their
size to obtain more favorable prices for
every type of school supply. Perhaps this
should extend to certain administrative
functions.

While the short term presents signifi-
cant challenges, one must look at the long
term. Perhaps it is possible to install solar
panels that in the short term would be
revenue neutral but in the long term would
be revenue positive when our school sys-
tem sells the electricity back to the utility.

It is not melodramatic to suggest that
the future of our state is at stake. My
children have been well served by the
public school system. While New Jersey’s
educational system consistently ranks in
the top five nationally, our citizens can-
not afford to continue to absorb tax in-
creases. But we have to find a way to
manage with less. New Jersey is in danger
of becoming the new GM. If we don’t
change our ways, we won’t have any-
thing to argue over.

Randy Brause
Scotch Plains

Value-Added Tax Is Wrong Medicine
For America’s Ailing Economy

If President Obama is serious about
working with Congress to reduce federal
spending and putting our nation on a glide
path toward fiscal discipline, he must
reject a European-style value-added tax
(VAT) that was recently suggested by his
senior White House economic adviser,
Paul Volcker. Just last week I led the
effort with a group of House Republicans
in sending a letter to the President ex-
pressing our opposition to a VAT.

We took this action in a direct response
to press reports that Mr. Volcker sug-
gested instituting a European-style value-
added tax here in the United States in
order to bring federal deficits under con-
trol. We strenuously oppose this approach.

Nearly every member of Congress
shares Mr. Volcker’s concerns with the
size of the federal deficit and supports
returning our nation to a path of fiscal
responsibility. However, Republicans
know that raising taxes will only result in
additional hardships for America’s fami-
lies and job-creating small businesses. In
our letter to President Obama, we Repub-
licans wrote: “This tax-and-spend eco-
nomic policy is the wrong medicine for
our ailing economy and will do little to
get our deficits under control over the
long-term.”

The timing of Mr. Volcker’s comments
could not come at a worse time. This
week, millions of Americans will file

their annual federal income taxes by April
15 – Tax Day. In New Jersey, Garden
State residents will pay some of the
nation’s highest taxes. My constituents
overwhelmingly believe that we pay too
much — not too little — in federal taxes.
The VAT is just another stealthy federal
tax. What’s most concerning about Mr.
Volcker’s comments is they come on the
heels of recent tax increases that were
included in the new health care law as
well as expected action on the President’s
budget which would eliminate many of
the 2001 and 2003 tax cuts and raise taxes
on millions of Americans.

Since President Obama took office in
January 2009, non-defense discretionary
spending has increased by more than 84
percent while the nation’s debt is fast ap-
proaching the $13-trillion mark. While
Congress and the President clearly must
get serious about reducing our record debt
and deficits, we must do so by cutting
spending first, not adding more taxes onto
the backs of the American taxpayers. Presi-
dent Obama must publicly reject a Euro-
pean-style value-added tax and instead
work with Congress to reduce federal
spending and put our nation on a glide path
toward real debt reduction without increas-
ing taxes on the American people.

Rep. Leonard Lance
7th Congressional District

Bake Sale on Sunday
To Fight Child Hunger

SCOTCH PLAINS – This Sunday,
April 18, the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church will host a bake sale from noon to
2 p.m. as part of Share Our Strength’s
Great American Bake Sale, a national
campaign that mobilizes Americans to
work to end childhood hunger by holding
fund-raising bake sales in their communi-
ties.

A variety of treats baked by members
of the congregation will be available.
Additionally, Willow Grove children will
sell fresh lemonade to help support the
campaign. This event will take place rain
or shine on the front lawn of the church.

Funds raised through this sale will ben-
efit the New Jersey Community Food
Bank in Hillside, where church members
volunteer every other month. This orga-
nization provides nutritious food for chil-
dren at risk of hunger. The Willow Grove
Church is located at 1961 Raritan Road in
Scotch Plains. For more information, visit
willowgrovechurch.org or call (908) 232-
5678.

Parade Committee Sets
Planning Meeting Date

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Memo-
rial Day Parade Committee invites every-
one interested in participating in this year’s
parade to attend a planning meeting on
Tuesday, April 20. It will begin at 8 p.m.
upstairs at American Legion Martin
Wallberg Post No. 3, located at 1003
North Avenue, West, in Westfield.

Organizations interested in marching
in this year’s tribute should have a repre-
sentative attend this meeting. Participa-
tion in the parade also can take the form of
sponsoring a wreath to be placed at the
Monument to Veterans of World War I
during opening ceremonies or through
financial contributions to help offset the
costs of running the parade.

The parade is scheduled for Monday,
May 31, at 9 a.m. For more information,
call Stan Cuba at (908) 233-2767.

HUGE GARAGE SALE

Furniture, Books,
Household Items, Clothing
All in Excellent Condition!

923 Grandview Ave, Westfield
Saturday, 4/17, 9AM-5PM

‘03 MITSUBISHI LANCER

‘03 Mitsubishi Lancer OZ Rally
Yellow, Excellent Condition

Only 48K miles! Clean CARFAX
Great graduation gift!

Asking $8,075 - (908) 244-7800

GARAGE/YARD SALE

Bikes, Toys, Albums,
Household items and more!
4 Dickson Drive, Westfield

9am-3pm, Saturday, April 17

NORMANDY BEACH RENTAL

Ocean Block, Newer Home
Great for families, Sleeps 10

June, July, August
(908) 647-7525

SWING SET WANTED

Looking to buy a wood swing
set in good condition with

swings, slide, fort etc.
Will dismantle and remove.
Please call (908) 654-1701

2005 HONDA ACCORD EX

125k miles, V6, Automatic,
Power seats, Sunroof, CD

Must Sell! $8,000 OBO
(908) 581-4263

HELP WANTED

Busy medical office looking for
part-time clerk / receptionist.
18-24 hrs/wk. Possible summer
employment opportunity.
Fax resumes to (908) 598-0298

F/T INSURANCE CSR

INSURANCE LICENSE AND
EXPERIENCE W/TAM

(908) 654-1999

ELDER CARE AVAILABLE

Loving, English speaking woman
looking to provide 24hr live-in care.
Medical Doctor from native
country-Republic of Georgia.
Many local references available.
Call Elizabeth (908) 654-4855

FOR SALE

Leather sofa and matching
loveseat with upholstered pillows.
$250 each. Call (908) 419-5223

ESTATE SALE

504 Roselle Street
Linden, 07036

Fri. 4/16 & Sat. 4/17
10am-5pm

Antique wardrobe, Lane chest,
antique sewing mach, rare
Roseville bowl, sectional sofa,
tables, Stanley BR set, Streit
Slumber Chair, humidor, quilts,
linens, curtains, hospital bed,
wheel chair, Portable Oxygen,
cherry kitchen table & chairs
refrigerator, window ACs, picnic
table, clothing, costume jewelry,
vintage handbags, hats,
basement items. More! Photos on
transitionsestatesales.com

ESTATE SALE

307 Walnut St
Roselle Park, 07204
Fri. 4/16 & Sat. 4/17

10am-5pm
Antique DR, BR furniture, vintage
LR, mid-century lamps, Venetian
glass fixture, Knabe Piano,
Cupboards, costume jewelry,
quality clothing, custom bar from
Iran, Asian art. Much more!

Photos and directions on
transitionsestatesales.com

CAN’T MISS YARD SALE!

Like new beds: 2 twin headboards
and frames, box spring and
mattress; Eddie Bauer full-size
wrought iron bed with footboard;
brown bunk beds; 3 armoires;
an antique secretary. IKEA Ektorp
sectional (red); PB Teen 8x10
rugs; bookshelves, bedding
and so much more!!

ONE DAY ONLY:
Sat. April 17, 9AM-1PM

543 Parkview Ave. Westfield

HOUSE & YARD SALE

535 FIRST STREET
WESTFIELD

Furniture, baby furniture, toys,
books, housewares, standup
freezer, back yard chairs,
lawnmower, tools and lots more.

FRIDAY, April 16, 9am -4pm
AND

SATURDAY, April 17, 9am-2pm

GARAGE SALE

Saturday, 4/17,  9AM-2PM
11 Wellington Downs

Scotch Plains
(off Cooper Road)

Benefits Relay for Life
Toys, furn, sports equip...

GARAGE SALE

Rain or Shine, 9 am - 2 pm
Fri 4-16 and Sat 4-17
107 Glenside Avenue

Scotch Plains
H/H items, Rugs, Toys,

Clothes, Furniture, Mirrors

APARTMENT FOR RENT

3-room apt. for rent in Westfield.
Ideal for single bus. prof. person.
Close to train station & downtown
shopping. Call: (908) 232-2396

No Logic to Your
Governor’s Vote ‘No’
Right up front, I will proudly admit to

being a public school teacher and to hav-
ing sent my children through the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood public school system.
For 35 years, I have taught mathematics
at Westfield High School (Bret
Schundler’s alma mater), helping genera-
tions of students learn to think logically.
Every citizen who plans on voting in the
school budget elections on April 20 needs
to think logically!

Your governor has requested that you
vote against your school budget if your
teachers have not accepted a wage freeze.
There is no logic in this request. Should
your school budget be defeated, your
school system would be forced to make
deeper cuts than the governor has already
demanded, this time eliminating such “fat”
as extra-curricular activities, field trips or
new textbooks.

The teachers of your school system will
not take the brunt of these cuts, your chil-
dren will. Is it logical to help our governor
hurt children in his attempt to destroy the
NJEA? Also, don’t you find it interesting
that the governor’s children, who attend a
private school, would not be affected in the
least by your negative vote?

Please think logically and vote for your
school budget on April 20th.

George Kapner, WHS Teacher,
Coach, Soccer and Tennis

Fanwood

FCC Classes to Spotlight
Abraham and Disciples

WESTFIELD – The First Congrega-
tional Church will offer its final adult
education series this month with pro-
grams focusing on Abraham and the dis-
ciples. All classes will be free and open to
the public.

On Monday evenings beginning April
19, “Daddy Dearest: Abraham and the
Origins of Our Faith” will explore the
legacy of Abraham, considered to be the
starting point for three of the world’s
major religions.

Over five consecutive weeks, the course
will examine Chapters 11-25 of Genesis,
covering the adventures of Abraham as
he goes from being called by God to
leaving behind the lineage of Judaism,
Christianity and Islam. Continuing
through May 17, the class will meet from

7:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the church’s Chapel
Lounge.

On Tuesday evenings beginning April
20, “Twelve Ordinary Men” will profile
each member of Jesus’ inner circle from
the perspective of the Bible and church
tradition. During the five-week class, par-
ticipants will get to know the fishermen,
tax collectors, zealots, brothers and sons
who were first called disciples and then
Apostles. The class will meet on consecu-
tive Tuesdays through May 18 from 7:30
to 8:30 p.m. in the church’s Chapel
Lounge.

The First Congregational Church is
located at 125 Elmer Street in Westfield.
For additional information, call the church
office at (908) 233-2494 or visit
fccofwestfield.org.

WNC Rummage Sale
Set For This Saturday
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Neigh-

borhood Council will hold its Spring
Rummage Sale this Saturday, April 17,
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at its headquarters,
located at 127 Cacciola Place in Westfield.
Fashions for women, men and children
will be available, along with household
items. Donations will be accepted through
tomorrow, Friday, April 16.

More Letters to the Editor

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing. Very hard working & detail
oriented. Take pleasure in what I
like to do. 5 years exp, good prices.

(862) 307-3481

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY OFFICE

Attractive, Large, Professional
Office in Westfield, NJ.
Sublet 3 1/2 Days $600

Contact Dr. Parsons
(908) 233-2626

APARTMENT FOR RENT

WEEHAWKEN- 3 Bedroom in
2 Family, off-st parking, laundry,
minutes to NYC, No pets. $1750
(201) 864-7024 leave message

or email
WeehawkenApt@goleader.com

PART TIME DRIVER NEEDED

$10/hr. Need afterschool driver/
caregiver 2-3 days a week in Wfd
3-6:30pm. Must have own car.

Contact by email at
resumes123464@aol.com

SUMMER CHILDCARE WANTED

Experienced & responsible col-
lege student/other with car needed
for M - F summer babysitting job
in Westfield. References req’d.

Call (908) 654-1911

MOUNTAINSIDE APT

One B/R, one bath apartment
walk to NY bus

Parking for two vehicles
(908) 654-1999

ELDER CAREGIVER

My mom’s caregiver seeks new
FT, live out position. Urszula is
very exp. & trustworthy. Please
call Mrs. Greene for reference &
addl. info. (908) 787-3696

Miskewitzes Welcome
Caroline Grace

Christina and Robert Miskewitz of
Cranford have announced the birth of
their daughter, Caroline Grace
Miskewitz, on Monday, April 12, at
10:21 p.m. at Morristown Memorial
Hospital.

Caroline Grace weighed 8 pounds
and 12 ounces and measured 20½
inches in length at birth.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield. Clean, attractive, 2 BR
duplex near town & transp.
Updated granite kitchen. W/D,
HWd Flrs, CAC. Incl. garage.
$1800/mo.  (908) 568-1217

There’s Public Apathy for Seeking
Seats on Boards of Education

In today’s mail [Tuesday], the “Offi-
cial School Election Sample Ballot” ar-
rived. The ballot shows two incumbent
members of the board of education [Scotch
Plains] running for a three-year term un-
opposed and a Public Question to be
voted upon relative to the spending of
$74,967,662, or roughly 60 percent of our
local property taxes.

Although I do not know either of the
candidates personally (shame on me), I
suspect that they are doing a fine job
worthy of re-election. I do know that they
have two very important jobs ahead of
them: educating our children and spend-
ing the largest component of our tax bill.
We can only hope that they are as compe-
tent with their budgeting skills as their
knowledge of curriculum and the man-
agement of a large professional workforce.

Personally, I have a problem. Certainly
not with either of the candidates, but
rather with the apparent apathy associ-
ated with running for a prestigious seat on
our board of education. Now, there is only
one issue that Scotch Plains voters need to
decide: whether or not to vote for or
against the budget. Personally, I have
never voted against a budget, but there is
always a first time.

I urge the board of education members,
as well as all the other stakeholders, not to
take this or any election for granted. If we
truly believe that it is the voter’s choice,
in the event that the budget is voted down,
please don’t look to the town councils or
the NJ Commissioner of Education for
relief. It would not be fair to your coun-
cils, the commissioner, and certainly not
fair to the taxpayers.

Louis Beckerman, Chairman
Scotch Plains Democratic Committee


