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No. 2 Blue Devil Netmen Top Raider Boys, 5-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider Baseballers Bombard Minutemen, 17-5
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

nected, and it went,” Mazzella de-
scribed. “It definitely lifted up the
team.”

In the third inning, D’Annunzio
singled, then fooled Minuteman
pitcher Chris Munuz into throwing to
first as he sprinted to second for a
steal. Maxwell followed with an RBI
single.

“Coach gave me the sign, ‘first
move’. He threw at me a couple of
times before. I was reading his move
pretty well. He had a very high leg
kick. Once I saw it, I was gone,”
described D’Annunzio, who added,
“We have a couple of kids with some
good speed. We take pride in our base
running and taking that extra base
when we can, because who knows
when that run might be crucial.”

Minuteman Eric Villegas led off

the third inning with a solo blast to
left-center and Martin Tavaras
doubled. Alex Reyes singled, and the
throw from right field to third base
bounced out of play, allowing Tavaras
to trot home.

“I was trying to get him to have
command over his fastball,” Mazzella
said of Reilly. “He was missing his
spots by a lot. I was trying to be a little
aggressive with him. You can’t baby
him, because that’s not the right way
to do it. As the game went on, he got
a little worse, but he got through it.”

Marcus Rivera relieved Reilly, but
another single, a wild pitch and a
throwing error yielded two more runs,
giving the Minutemen a 5-4 lead.

From that point on, all the scoring
belonged to the Raiders. Mike
Lauricella drew a leadoff walk in the

fourth. Taylor Schon was hit-by-a-
pitch, and D’Annunzio hammered his
line drive homer into the street. With
Maxwell, Ridge and Shevlin on base,
Mazzella earned his fourth RBI with
a walk, then Rivera added an RBI
with a groundout to short.

Highlighted by Binkiewicz’s two-
run double, five more Raiders danced
across home plate in the fifth to make
the score 14-5. D’Annunzio walked,
Binkiewicz smacked his second
double, Maxwell plopped a two-run
double into centerfield and Ridge
rapped an RBI single in the sixth to
jack the score to 17-5.

Ridge came in to relieve in the
bottom of the inning, faced four bat-
ters and slammed the door.
Sc. Pl-Fanwood 031 553 17
Elizabeth 104 000 5

HEWETT, BOHLINGER, ROSENBURGH NET 2 GOALS, ASST

Blue Devil Laxmen Bombard
N. Providence Pioneers, 14-4

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Versatility in its attack and total
dominance across the board earned
the Westfield High School boys la-
crosse team a 14-4 triumph over the
New Providence Pioneers in New
Providence on April 8.

The 3-0 Blue Devils won 16 of the
19 face-offs and won 36 of 50 ground
balls. The Blue Devils successfully
penetrated the opposition’s defense,
out shooting them 46-20, and got off
higher quality shots on goal, while
succeeding with a stingy defense.

Midfielder Connor Hewett and at-
tackers John Bohlinger, James
Lisooey, Sam Rosenburgh and Paul
Devita each fired in two goals. Sean
Scrudato, Will Gretsky, Abe Fertig-
Cohen and Jackson O’Leary zipped
in one goal apiece. Scrudato,
Bohlinger, Rosenburgh, Zach Helfand
and Hewett provided assists. Blue
Devil goalie Jeff LaForge made three
saves. Vinny Fuschetto led the 2-2
Pioneers with two goals, while
Vincent Barchetta and Dave Barlotta
each scored one goal.

“We’re excited about our start, but
we’re very realistic about the level of
competition that we are about to face.
Through the first three games we
really executed well, we’re running a
system on both ends of the ball, we’ve

been riding and clearing, just every-
thing has been working fairly well,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Marc
Silbergeld said. “We’re still turning
the ball over, too many unforced er-
rors, but we’re able to get away with
it in these first three games
(Livingston, Clark, New Providence).
They’re good programs, but we were
able to key in on their key offensive
players and just geared to shut them
down. If the rest of the teams can beat
us, then more power to them, but we
stopped all these teams’ big guns with
our very strong defense and excellent
goaltending. We have the Fitch Divi-
sion right around the corner, and as
everyone knows, if you play sloppy,
you’re not going to have much suc-
cess in those games.”

The Blue Devils notched four quick
goals on 11 shots in the first quarter.
The first goal came unassisted from
Scrudato at 9:58. Helfand assisted
Hewett with the next goal. Bohlinger
hit the target seven seconds later, and
Devita scored the fourth goal. Barletta
and Fuschetto scored for the Pioneers.

The Blue Devils flicked in four
more goals in the second quarter on
13 shots thanks to Devita, Hewett,
Rosenburgh and Bohlinger to give
the Blue Devils an 8-2, halftime lead.

“We knew the team was going to
run a zone coming in, so we ran this

play, called ‘14 motion’, and that
basically is the open looks in their
team, which was good for us,” Hewett
said. “The first goal came when the
defense dropped down; they were
able to find me on top for the goal,
and I was able to finish it. The second
goal, basically, was the same thing.”

The Blue Devils’ first goal of the
third quarter came off a Pioneer turn-
over. With 10:44 on the clock, the
Blue Devils intercepted a bad pass,
which resulted in a goal by Lisooey.
Rosenburgh, Lisooey and Gretsky
added goals to make the score 12-3.

Midway through the fourth quar-
ter, Barlotta, assisted by Fuschetto,
stuffed the net, then Fertig-Cohen
answered with a goal, and O’Leary,
assisted by Pat Sabatino, struck gold
with the final goal.

“The first quarter, we did not come
out as hard as we wanted. They scored
two. We all woke up as a team, com-
municated better, played better de-
fense and rode hard,” said senior
defenseman/captain Andrew Arnold.
“We wanted to press out, because we
felt we had the better one-on-one
match-ups all around. They had two
guys that I thought we handled very
well. Lanzano and Zander Maslow
played very well.”
Westfield 4 4 4 2 14
New Providence 2 0 1 1 4

getting used to singles,” Bernstein
explained. “Definitely singles is a
much more on-the-court game. I am
just trying to adapt from last year, the
transition from doubles to singles. I
hope for the best. I think we have a
strong singles lineup.”

The Blue Devils have won all six of
their matches to date, and Bernstein
has not lost a match.

“We are treating every match indi-
vidually, just going out focusing and
refocusing, which is the key to win-
ning,” Bernstein said. “You can’t un-
derestimate anyone. We have a strong
start and we are looking forward to

counties, and our goal is to win the
Group 4 championship.”

Alan Chu, who has not competed
all season due to a groin injury, re-
turned to defeat Raider Ezra Klemow,
6-1, 6-0, at third singles.

“I have been playing a little over a
week. My body is not used to it. It is
tough because I have been out for a
month, and the other people were
training. I was losing my momen-
tum,” Chu said. “The first steps are a
lot harder, but then it gets easier. It’s
good to be back though.”

Stahl, the teammate of freshman
Scott Thompson at first doubles, was

not available to compete, so Blue
Devils Max Mancini and Josh
Simmons stepped up to record a 6-2,
6-3, victory over Raiders Eric Ley-
den and Evan Shlissel. Thompson
teamed with Jake Harris at second
doubles to record a 6-2, 6-2, victory
over Kyle Douglas and Mike
Riesenberg.
First singles: Snyder d Nizri, 6-1, 6-1
Second singles: Bernstein d Bello, 6-0,
6-0
Third singles: Chu d Klemow, 6-1, 6-0
First doubles: Mancini and Simmons d
Leyden and Shlissel, 6-2, 6-3
Second doubles: Harris and Thompson
d Douglas and Riesenberg, 6-2, 6-2
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COLONIAL

Westfield. Fully updated 4 BR 3.2 Bath Colonial, featuring a huge fenced in yard, 2 car
detached garage with private driveway, FDR, FLR with wood burning fireplace, screened
in side porch, large outdoor patio, hardwood floors, large FR, large walk in closets, modern
kitchen, laundry room off kitchen, newer mechanics including electric, plumbing,
windows, and hardwired cat 5 Internet cable ready. Short distance to town, schools and
transportation.

CUSTOM COLONIAL – NEW CONSTRUCTION

Westfield. Quality construction with attention to detail! This beautiful 4 Bedroom, 3.5
Bath Center Hall Colonial is nestled close to Tamaques Park. Amenities include
hardwood floors, gas fireplace in Family Room, large Eat-In-Kitchen, 3 full Baths on 2nd
floor, walk-up attic, 2 car garage, back yard paver patio, 2 Master Bedrooms/Baths and
more!

Cranford. A charming Side Hall Colonial, in a prime location, with a combination of
old world charm and convenience of modern day living. This 5 BR, 3.5 Bath home boasts
a warm and inviting LR with fireplace and leaded glass windows. The FDR has French
doors leading to the den, as well as the sunroom. The 6 year old kitchen features oak
cabinetry and granite countertops. Hardwood floors throughout the house, Central Air
Conditioning and a 2 car detached garage.

COLONIAL

Scotch Plains. Renovated 4 BR, 3.5 Bath Colonial. The 2 story entry foyer with
Palladian window invites you into this home which features a gourmet kitchen with maple
cabinetry, granite countertops & island, tumbled marble backsplash, cathedral ceiling &
a spacious eating area with French doors leading to the patio. The MBR features 2 large
walk-in closets and a master bath. Front paver walkway, 1 car built in garage and 2 zone
gas heat and CAC completes this great home. Directions: Mountain to Warren #334.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. APRIL 18TH  1- 5PM RANCH

Scotch Plains. This 5 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Ranch, on .9 acre of beautifully landscaped
property, is situated on a cul-de-sac. Drive up the circular driveway and walk into the entry
foyer with a skylight. Large living room with cathedral ceiling & fireplace, Formal Dining
Room and Family Room with wood burning fireplace which steps down to a sunroom with
2 skylights and many windows. The updated kitchen leads to the patio and heated in
ground pool and a park-like backyard.

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

Westfield. New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Many options available. Very
deep properties that are close to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder
and customize plans to create your perfect home. 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath prestigious Center
Hall Colonials are planned. Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, & spa like
retreat Master bath are a given. Intercom, central vac, & stereo system are just a few of the
many appointments included in this gem.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING ON AN ATTACK AGAINST THE PIONEERS…Blue Devils Zach Helfand, No. 4, and James Lisooey, No. 33,
pressured the New Providence goal all afternoon. Lisooey scored two goals and Helfand had an assist.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRENGTH IN HIS BACKHAND STROKE…Blue Devil second-singles player Scott Bernstein developed a strong
backhand stroke from playing doubles last year.


