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KERR – DBL, 2 RBI; AJ – RBI 1B; YOUNGER – 2 SINGLES

No. 2 Motown Nine Disrupts
Blue Devils, 5-3, with 3 in 7th

Cranford High School Sports

See it online at

www.goleader.com

(link is at bottom of page)

Cranford Sports Archives

From September 2009 are available.

D’ANNUNZIO, MAZZELLA BLAST 3-RUN HOME RUNS

Raider Baseballers Bombard
Minutemen, 17-5, in 6 Innings

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Joe, Joe Di Mag gi o” was a song
chanted by New York Yankee fans in
the 1940s. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School baseball fans may be
chanting something similar in the
name of “Joe, Joe D’ Nun zi o” in this
spring of 2010.

Senior leadoff hitter Joe
D’Annunzio broke a tight game wide
open with a three-run home run in the
top of the fourth inning that eventu-
ally led to a 17-5, six-inning Raider
bombardment of the Elizabeth Min-
utemen at Williams Field in Eliza-
beth on April 8. D’Annunzio finished
3-for-4, including a double and a walk,
while scoring four times and stealing
a base.

“We were down by one [with] run-
ners on first and second. I was look-
ing just to put the ball in play to try to
score some runs or get it tied up. I got
a pitch right over the plate. I swung on
it, and it went out,” D’Annunzio ex-
plained.

The 12th-ranked Raiders totaled
13 hits and rattled the three Minute-
men pitchers into yielding nine walks,
while hitting two batters. Mike Ridge

(2 runs scored) and John Maxwell (3
runs, double) both went 3-for-4,
walked, scored three times and stole
a base. Gary Binkiewicz rapped a
pair of doubles, had two RBI and
scored twice, and Ricky Shevlin
singled, walked three times, scored a
run and had an RBI.

“Everyone got in the hit parade. We
practice on swinging the bat. We have
confidence one through nine in who

we put out there to put the bat on the
ball,” D’Annunzio said.

Raider starting pitcher Sean Reilly
was tagged for three singles and
walked in a run in the bottom of the
first inning, but catcher Lou Mazzella
gave the Raiders an immediate, 3-1
lead with a three-run homer over the
leftfield fence in the second inning.

“It was a fastball right over the
plate. I wanted to put the ball in
leftfield. I wanted to get a line drive.
I wasn’t looking to hit it out. I con-

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Missed opportunities in the third
and fourth innings by the hosting
Westfield High School baseball team
coupled with a gained opportunity by
Morristown, ranked No. 2 by The
Star-Ledger, yielded the visiting
Colonials a 5-3 victory on April 7.

“It’s been a very emotional week
for our team. I can’t fault them, be-
cause they played their butts off. Their
effort was phenomenal. Morristown
was number two in the state. They
had everybody back, and our kids
battled them right to the end,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Bob Brewster said.

The first missed opportunity came

when Motown pitcher Brendan
Gonnella walked three straight bat-
ters to load the bases to face cleanup
hitter Danny Kerr with one out in the
bottom of the third inning. After a
pair of breaking-ball strikes, Gonnella
fooled Kerr with a fastball for strike
three, then he escaped the inning with
a groundout to short.

The next missed opportunity was
even more chilling. After a leadoff
walk, followed by an errant throw on
a bunt and a hit batter gave the 2-2
Blue Devils a bases-loaded situation,
Brett Johnson hit a long fly ball to
right, which was caught, but the run-
ner on third failed to tag up. Gonnella
fanned the next batter then got the

following batter to ground out on a
tough play at short.

“One of them was a big base-run-
ning mistake. The other, Max [Fusaro]
hits the ball in the hole. The kid made
a nice backhand and got the force play
at second,” coach Brewster explained.
“Before, I wanted to put a squeeze on
when one of our batters was up. He
had a 1-2 count. He looks at me and
says, ‘coach I have two strikes,’ and I
had to wipe it off, because he gave it
away. He didn’t realize a two strikes
squeeze is a great play, because they
are not expecting it.”

Prior to that, the Blue Devils drew
first blood when leadoff batter Tim

SATURDAY – APRIL 17TH

A National Competition sponsored by Major League Baseball & Aquafina

Competition is FREE for all kids!

at La Grande Park, Fanwood, NJ

Area boys and girls (ages 7-14) can compete in a National Competition of Pitching, Hitting, and
Running.  The winners in each age group move onto a sectional competition, then to a TEAM
competition at Yankee Stadium.  Winners from Yankee Stadium go on to the MLB All Star Game.

This day at La Grande Park was designed for area families to spend a few minutes to a few hours
at the park.   All kids are encouraged to compete regardless of baseball abilities, and the actual
time needed to complete all three events is about 10 minutes.  Arrive when your schedule permits,
and stay as long as you’d like!  Enjoy the park with your family.

For more information and to register on line visit
www.fyobaseball.org

• Several moonwalks (slide, obstacle course, etc.)
• Games, Raffles, etc.
• Food
• Somerset Patriots Mascot “Sparkee”

PITCH, HIT & RUN

Rain date is Sunday, April 18th (same time)

Former Major League 
Baseball All Star and 
SPFHS graduate 
Jeffrey Hammonds will 
be giving a free kids 
clinic at 11:00AM –
11:45AM

10:00AM – 4:00PM

No. 2 Blue Devil Netmen Top
SPF Raider Tennis Boys, 5-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ranked No. 2 in the state, the
Westfield High School boys tennis
team remained undefeated by record-
ing a 5-0 victory over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood at Tamaques Park in
Westfield on April 9.

Aware of the stiff challenge, Raider
Head Coach Gary Wasserman com-
mented, “The boys are aware of what
they are up against. The main thing is
to go out there and do their best and,
most of all, have fun.”

When it was his turn to serve, Blue
Devil first singles player Justin Snyder
used a strategy of charging the net
immediately after he served to Raider
Dan Nizri. After several long volleys,
Snyder prevailed, 6-1, 6-1.

“I like to change up my play a lot.
Serve-and-volley is pretty uncommon

in high school tennis, especially on
this level, so you mix it up to surprise
your opponent, and it is really effec-
tive. That’s what I was trying to do
today,” Snyder said. “It depends on
whom I am playing. That’s a huge
part of it. It depends on which court I
am playing on. Different courts re-
quire different playing styles. It also
depends on my energy level. A few
matches ago, I got really tired. The
match went on for a while. I needed to
end the point quickly, so serve-and-
volley is a way to end it quickly.”

Since jumping up to first singles
after playing third singles last year
and doubles his freshman and sopho-
more seasons, Snyder has found the
energy level to be higher.

“It definitely is a big change from
previously years, because doubles is
a lot less running and third singles,

the level of players is not as high, so
every time I come out here, I’m going
to have to be on top of my game,” he
said.

Blue Devil Scotty Bernstein, who
teamed with Graeme Stahl to win the
NJSIAA doubles title last year, liked
to use his backhand shots to defeat
Raider Steve Bello, 6-0, 6-0, at sec-
ond singles.

“I played backhand side last year in
first doubles with Graeme, and I have
gotten used to it. It is the stroke I
prefer most of the time. Now, I am

New Homes throughout

Westfield

Cranford

Scotch Plains

From $699,000 - $1,099,000

For more information, contact

908-294-2128

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

2010 RAIDER SOCCER CAMP

On Our New Soccer Only Turf Field
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

FEATURED
COACH & CLINICAN
MARCO LAUMEN

DUTCH PROFESSIONAL COACH
VVV-VENLO

NEW THIS YEAR: High School Elite Week
For boys and girls, grades 8-12

SESSION  I  —  JULY  5-9
SESSION II  —  JULY 26-30

Camp Director: Tom Breznitsky
Boys’ Varsity Coach & SCANJ Hall of Fame

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Top 5 Winningest Coaches in NJ

FEES:  Grades 1-4: $135/session; $250/both sessions
Grades 5-11: $185/session; $350/both sessions

HOURS:  Grades 1-4:  9:00am-12:00pm
Grades 5-11: 9:00am - 3:00pm (grade going into in Sept.)

FEATURES:  Co-Ed • Grades 1-11 • Novice to Advanced
Ability Grouping • Tactical Camp for Teens • Indoor Facilities

Early Registration Discount prior to May 1st

TO CONTACT CAMP: Please call (908) 322-6102
Email: Raidercamp@verizon.net  • website: www.spfraidersoccercamp.com

Applications available at website

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

SPF/Elizabeth Baseball
Westfield/Motown Baseball
Westfield/SPF Boys Tennis

Rugby Day Photos

Claudia Carmo
• Top Sales Agent Month of March
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Claudia Carmo
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Claudia in, and she’ll bring results!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TERROR ON THE BASES, TERROR AT THE PLATE…Raider Joe D’Annunzio dives safely back to first base.
D’Annunzio, who stole a base, blasted a three-run homer, doubled, singled, walked and scored four times against Elizabeth
on April 8.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RIPPING AN RBI SINGLE…Blue Devil catcher AJ Murray rips an RBI single past third in the seventh inning against
Morristown on April 7. He also gunned down a runner attempting to steal second.

WHS A.D. Ed Tranchina
To Retire June 30


