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POLICE BLOTTER

GO WILD…Raptor expert Jennifer Pena above with her Harris’ hawk, will be
among the presenters at the 20th annual Wildlife Sunday at Trailside Nature and
Science Center in Mountainside on Sunday, April 18, from noon to 5 p.m.

www.westfieldareachamber.com

Westfield Area Chamber Seeks to
Serve Your Special Interests

In mid March, The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC) fea-
tured Designer Networking in the beauti-
ful and relaxing environment of a de-
signer showroom at Creative
Wallcoverings and Interiors in New Provi-
dence. The feedback we received was
that the location, hosts and “quality of
folks there” was fantastic. It was another
great WACC opportunity to network to
make new business connections, meet
interesting people, and enjoy yummy re-
freshments. Our next exciting network-
ing event is Spring Into Networking. It
will be held on Thursday, April 29, from
8 to 9:30 a.m. Our host is WACC member
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, 14
Commerce Road, Cranford.

The WACC continues to look for new
and improved ways to help your busi-
nesses. We are currently developing spe-
cial interest councils. Each council with
have a WACC board liaison to make
certain that we hear about your needs. For
example, those who want to emphasize
spirituality in their businesses will soon
have the opportunity to attend a meeting
with others with similar interests.

Retailers will have their own special
interest council, where they can get to-
gether, discuss and get support for the
specific needs of their businesses. If you
have an interest in being part of any of the
special interest councils, please call the
WACC office at (908) 233.3021 or email
info@westfieldareachamber.com. If you
have an idea for creating a special interest
council, please let us know that as well.

Among other goals, the WACC hopes
to help our non-profit and not-for-profit
members publicize their events and better
communicate with for-profit members.
The WACC is pleased to have a growing
number of non-profit and not-for-profit
members. They will each be contacted
soon to find out more about their needs,
and will be invited to join a special inter-
est council. New member, Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital, announces that April is
Autism Awareness Month. Their nation-
wide initiative, Make Friends with Au-
tism, encourages understanding, commu-
nity inclusion, and support for people
with autism and their families. Presenta-
tions on the topic and materials will be
available to all businesses. See their
website for more information, childrens-
specialized.org.

Liam’s Room held their Mini Olympic
and 3rd Annual Home Run Derby at
Gumbert Park in Westfield on Saturday,
April 10. It was a beautiful day and the
crowd enjoyed lots of fun activities.
Liam’s Room seeks to create comforting
inpatient pediatric palliative care rooms
and services for families whose children
are suffering from chronic, potentially
life-limiting conditions. More details are
on their website, liamsroom.org.

And don’t forget the 16th Annual
Spring Fling. It is in downtown Westfield
on Sunday, April 25 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(rain or shine). The streets will be lined
with hundreds of vendors and tens of
thousands of people attend every year. It
is a fun filled day for everyone.

It’s not too late to be a vendor. Check
out the large discount for WACC mem-
bers. Applications can be downloaded
from westfieldareachamber.com or call
(908) 233-3021. Hope to see you there.
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20th Wildlife Sunday
Set April 18 at Trailside

MOUNTAINSIDE – The 20th annual
Wildlife Sunday event will take place this
Sunday, April 18, from noon to 5 p.m. at
Trailside Nature and Science Center.

One of the featured presentations will
be “Flight of the Raptor,” scheduled for
12:30 and 4 p.m. Jennifer Pena will dis-
cuss birds of prey – their nesting habits,
hunting adaptations and flight patterns.
Visitors will be treated to an up-close
look at live raptors, including a peregrine
falcon, screech owl, kestrel or gyrfalcon,
followed by a flight demonstration.

At 1:30 p.m., Vinnie Reo from Wolf
Visions, along with his wolves, will dis-
pel the myths of the “Big Bad Wolf” and
explain their role in maintaining a bal-
anced ecosystem.

“A Touch of Nature” will be offered at
3 p.m., featuring animals ranging from
the ordinary to the exotic such as birds,
tarantulas, snakes, lizards and alligators.

Volunteers from the South Mountain
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center will show
how rehabilitators care for injured and
orphaned animals.

A demonstration will feature a represen-
tative of the National Wild Turkey Federa-
tion performing the yelps, purrs and gobbles
that wild turkeys use to communicate.

Herd of Turtles will provide entertain-
ment throughout the day. Glenn “Wreckin’
Ball” Waldeck and his band will perform
a musical repertoire that encourages sing-
ing, dancing and other expression. His
songs have been heard on NBC, PBS,
CNN and the Discovery Channel.

The Greater Watchung Nature Club
will offer a bird-watch walk along a hik-
ing trail during which children and adults
can search for wildflowers, birds’ nests
and other signs of spring.

Children’s crafts will be available and
casting contests with the Newark Bait and
Fly Club will be offered.

Admission is $3 per person; children
ages 6 and under are free. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 789-3670 or visit
ucnj.org/trailside. Trailside Nature and
Science Center is located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside and is
a service of Union County.

Calculated Intimidation by SPFEA:
I Speak Even If You Don’t Agree

Cohen Pleads Guilty
To Child Pornography
TRENTON – Former New Jersey As-

semblyman Neil Cohen pleaded guilty on
Monday to a charge of distributing child
pornography, admitting that he used com-
puter equipment in the 20th Legislative
District office to view, print and distrib-
ute images of child pornography, accord-
ing to the Attorney’s General’s Office.

According to Criminal Justice Direc-
tor Stephen Taylor, Cohen, 59, of
Paramus, pleaded guilty to second-de-
gree endangering the welfare of a child
(distribution of child pornography), a
charge contained in an indictment ob-
tained by the Division of Criminal Justice
Corruption Bureau.

Under the plea agreement, the state
will recommend that Cohen be sentenced
to five years in state prison, authorities
said, In addition, he will be permanently
barred from any public employment or
elected office, and he will be required to
register as a sex offender under Megan’s
Law.

In pleading guilty in court, Cohen ad-
mitted that he viewed images of child
pornography on a computer in his legisla-
tive office and printed copies of images of
child pornography that he placed in the
desk of a female receptionist in the office.

In July 2008, the State Police were
notified of child pornography found in
the legislative and began in investigation
along with  the Division of Criminal Jus-
tice. Cohen was first indicted by a state
grand jury on December 17, 2008. That
indictment was superseded by a second
indictment on July 9, 2009.

Cohen served more than 16 years in the
New Jersey Assembly. He resigned from
the Assembly on July 28, 2008 after the
investigation became public.

 Sentencing for July 12. Cohen faced a
maximum sentence of more than 30 years
in prison had he been convicted on all
charges.

Dear SPFEA members employed at
School One:

I am in receipt of your letter dated April
6, 2010 [see this page] and have for-
warded a copy to Superintendent of
Schools, Dr. Margaret Hayes, Director of
Special Services, Mr. Tom Beese and
School One Principal, Mr. Jeffrey Grysko.

This letter was a calculated act of in-
timidation on your part and I fear that my
two children who I have entrusted to your
care without question before Friday will
also bear the brunt of this intimidation. I
simply cannot fathom what you thought
this letter was going to accomplish.

There has never been a time or instance
where I failed to respect a teacher or
spoke out publicly against  teachers – or
any other staff of this school district. My
position in any organization does not limit
my right to express my opinion on any
topic. Your opinion that I should “remain
neutral” or perhaps even show support for
the educators of our community is so
misguided and misinformed I’m not sure
you can be taught. But here it goes.

To remain neutral is simply to not
have, or not voice your opinion. In this
wonderful country of ours, we all have
the right to express our thoughts and
opinions. There is nothing more impor-
tant to me than the welfare of my children.
Since the time my oldest child first en-
tered this district I have been an active,
supportive member of this community. I
can assure you that I will continue to be an
active, supportive member of this com-
munity and speak my opinion even if you
don’t agree.

As far as showing support for the edu-
cators of our community, I have done it
time and time again. Since entering the
district in 1996, I have voted for every
budget that has been put to ballot. I pay
my taxes. I have volunteered thousands
of hours at our district’s schools. I pur-
chase all the supplies for my three chil-
dren and buy wipes, paper towels, tissues
and other items you tell me you need. I
have written letters commending nine of
the teachers and staff whose signatures
appear on this letter. If the only definition
of showing you support is to agree to
every demand of the education associa-
tion, it is a definition I am unwilling to
meet.

I love the line from your letter, “…we
teach our students that it is rude to gloat
over another human being’s misfortune.”
Once again you have misspoken because
I can state with the utmost certainty, I do
not gloat over anyone’s misfortune. From
the lack of common sense and lack of
civics’ knowledge this letter shows - you
are all quite fortunate to be employed,
protected by tenure, making competitive
wages and receiving unparalleled fringe
benefits. What your letter fails to mention
is the behavior of some of you at the board
of education meeting. A collective gasp
at the last vote, all standing in unison and
disrupting the meeting by exiting en masse
before it was adjourned – certainly not
professional by any standards. Need I
mention the wearing of red or black; or
other job actions this district has borne?
Please do not lecture me on manners and
decorum when you know so little about
them.

Do not be so full of yourselves that you

think you are taking the lead in raising my
children or any of the children of this
district. The number one reason our dis-
trict is as successful as it is, is the parents.
Parents like Lisa Germano and myself.
As a whole we are engaged in the commu-
nity, educated and financially stable –
though we are in very difficult economic
times. A fact you all seem to want to
ignore or blame on somebody else but yet
do nothing to help the situation. If well-
paid teachers are as big a factor as your
association says in student success and all
public school teachers belong to unions
or associations that ensure they are well
paid, then how come not all districts are
successful? The fact that you have chosen
to single out for public reprimand two
people who have done nothing wrong and
have supported this district and its staff
for years defies logic.

Should you ever choose to correspond
with me again, do not “thank me for all the
work I do on behalf of our wonderful
students.” I do not do what I do looking
for appreciation, and after today, your
opinion is not one with much value to me.

Maggie Savoca
Scotch Plains

Westfield
Tuesday, April 6, Adolfo DiDario,

69, of Westfield was arrested on two
counts of aggravated assault with a
weapon and two counts of possession
of a weapon for unlawful purposes.
The arrest followed a disturbance call
on the 700 block of Drake Place.
Police described the weapon involved
as a kitchen knife. DiDario subse-
quently was released after posting
$15,000 bail pending an April 12
court date.

Wednesday, April 7, Lorraine K.
Griggs, 32, of Elizabeth was arrested
during a traffic stop in the area of East
South Avenue and Sussex Street after
a further investigation revealed an
Elizabeth criminal warrant in the
amount of $258 and a Union traffic
warrant in the amount of $500. Griggs
was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released
after posting bail on both warrants.

Wednesday, April 7, a resident of
the 300 block of First Street reported
that the front passenger side window
on his motor vehicle was shattered.
The incident is believed to have oc-
curred between 3:30 and 5 p.m. on
April 7. There were no suspects at the
time the report was made.

Wednesday, April 7, Jeffrey P.
Pattie, 23, of Rahway was arrested in
the area of West Broad Street and
Osborn Avenue during a traffic stop
and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed, is-
sued a summons and released.

Wednesday, April 7, a Hanford
Place resident reported the theft of a
red-and-black Schwinn mountain bi-
cycle, valued at approximately $200,
from outside the Westfield Memorial
Library on East Broad Street. The
bicycle had been locked at the bicycle
rack, and when the owner returned
for it, the bicycle and lock were miss-
ing.

Thursday, April 8, Tyshawn J. Jor-
dan, 22, of Piscataway was arrested at
Watchung police headquarters on two
Westfield warrants and one Cranford
warrant. He was processed and held
on $764 bail.

Thursday, April 8, Andrew R.
Hilger, 25, of Elizabeth was arrested
at Central and Myrtle Avenues on a
Springfield traffic warrant in the
amount of $225. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on bail.

Thursday, April 8, Jeffrey M.
Ferguson, Jr., 35, of Kenilworth was
arrested at Sussex Street and East
South Avenue on a Montville traffic
warrant in the amount of $165. He
was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released
on bail.

Friday, April 9, Mice H. Lawson,
21, of Linden was arrested on the
1200 block of West South Avenue on
four traffic warrants from Westfield,
along with traffic warrants from
Scotch Plains and South Plainfield.
He was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, processed and held
in default of $702 bail.

Friday, April 9, Janet Chumbiauca,
31, of Roselle Park was arrested at
South Avenue and Cumberland Street
on an outstanding Cranford warrant.
She was processed and released after
posting $81 bail.

Friday, April 9, Erica Smith, 39, of
Linden was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop at East South Avenue
and Sussex Street on an outstanding
Roselle traffic warrant in the amount
of $150. Smith was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, April 9, Shantevia Naylor,
20, of Irvington was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop on the 600 block
of West South Avenue. Naylor, who
was wanted on an outstanding Union
criminal warrant in the amount of
$500, was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting bail.

Friday, April 9, Akeem Noray, 19,
of Westfield was arrested on the 1100
block of Rahway Avenue during the
investigation of a dispute in the area.
Noray was charged with criminal
mischief, for which he was issued a
summons, and resisting arrest, for
which bail was set at $2,500. Noray
was held until bail was set on the
morning of April 10.

Saturday, April 10, Christopher M.
Golias, 21, of Clark was arrested dur-
ing a motor vehicle accident investi-
gation in the area of Central Avenue
and Clifton Street and charged with
driving while intoxicated. He was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released to a
responsible adult.

Saturday, April 10, Ronald St. Juste,
25, of Newark was arrested at Central
Avenue and Park Street on a Newark
warrant. He was processed and re-
leased after posting $125 bail.

Saturday, April 10, a Kenilworth
resident reported that his motor ve-
hicle was burglarized. The vehicle,
which was unlocked, was parked in a
municipal lot off of Central Avenue at
the time. Missing from the vehicle
was a Garmin GPS device and a Sirius
Satellite radio. The total value of the
theft was $400.

Mountainside
Wednesday, April 7, James J.

Krawczyk, 42, of Woodbridge was
picked up at the Perth Amboy Police
Department and charged with con-
tempt of court for an outstanding
Mountainside warrant in the amount
of $1,434. He was held in lieu of bail
pending a court date on April 8.

Wednesday, April 7, Mathew P.
Formato, 31, of Green Brook was

arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on Spruce Drive for allegedly
driving with a suspended license.
According to police, he also was
charged with multiple outstanding
warrants.

Friday, April 9, officers responded
to a report of a motor vehicle fire on
Route 22 and, after attempts to extin-
guish the blaze with hand-held dry
chemical extinguishers were not suc-
cessful, fire departments from
Mountainside and Springfield re-
sponded and put the fire out. Accord-
ing to police, the fire originated in the
engine compartment and spread to
the passenger cab, causing damage.

Friday, April 9, a patron at a Route
22 restaurant reported that while he
was inside the establishment, some-
one smashed the passenger side win-
dow of his motor vehicle and re-
moved a beach bag containing a blan-
ket and knitting needles. According
to police, the damage to the vehicle
was approximately $200. While in-
vestigating the scene, the officer dis-
covered that another vehicle also had
been broken into. A Coach purse,
valued at approximately $500 and
containing $700 in cash, a passport
and Social Security card, was re-
moved. The incidents, which were
caught on surveillance video, are un-
der investigation, police said.

Saturday, April 10, a resident of
Fox Trail reported that she witnessed
an American-made, landscape-style,
small dump truck, blue-gray in color,
driven by a 25- to 30-year-old white
male, back deep into her backyard
and dump yard debris. According to
police, when the driver observed the
homeowner, he formed his fingers
into the shape of a gun, pointing them
at her, and exited her yard after un-
loading the truck. The license plates
had been covered with white paper,
and police found two sets of tire tracks
indicating that the suspect had ille-
gally dumped on her property at least
twice, authorities reported.

Saturday, April 10, Susan M.
Ludwig-Guzhnay, 44, of Union was
arrested for allegedly driving with a
suspended license following a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22.

Saturday, April 10, Katie Ladner,
33, of New Vernon was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Moun-
tain Avenue for allegedly driving with
a suspended license.

Sunday, April 11, Shahen Marku,
32, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) and with illegal posses-
sion of prescription pills and para-
phernalia after a motor vehicle stop
on Route 22.

Scotch Plains
Monday, April 5, a resident of

Mountain Avenue reported that some-
one entered her motor vehicle while
it was parked in her driveway and
removed an MP3 player and CDs
valued at approximately $300.

Monday, April 5, a resident of
Ramapo Way reported that someone
attempted to gain entrance to his resi-
dence through a window. According
to police, the attempt was unsuccess-
ful.

Monday, April 5, a resident of Jack-
son Avenue reported that someone
cashed a check in the amount of $400
without his authorization.

Monday, April 5, Matthew Press,
30, of North Plainfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop and charged
with possession of suspected mari-
juana and an outstanding warrant.
According to police, Press was being
searched after a background check
revealed the warrant, at which time
the suspected marijuana was found.
He was processed and released.

Wednesday, April 7, a resident of
Burnham Court reported that some-
one destroyed flowers, valued at ap-
proximately $60, that were in her
flower bed.

Wednesday, April 7, Anthony Tho-
mas, 21, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was processed and
released.

Friday, April 9, Thomas Nizolek,
23, of South Amboy was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was processed and
released.

Saturday, April 10, Devon Clarke,
23, of Edison was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was processed and
released.

Saturday, April 10, a guest at a
Valley Road party reported that three
other attendees hit him multiple times
in the face with their fists and a beer
bottle. According to police, the vic-
tim stated that he did not do anything
to provoke the attack.

Saturday, April 10, Jamel Boone,
35, of Browns Mills,  Kesean
Wheeler, 26, of Piscataway, Latoya
Cofield, 25, of Plainfield and Shanta
Jackson, 25, of North Plainfield
were arrested following a high-
speed chase. According to police,
the vehicle driven by Boone was
observed by an officer as unregis-
tered and having stolen plates. When
the officer activated his overhead
lights and initiated a stop, the ve-
hicle fled at a high rate of speed into
Plainfield, where it crashed into a
parked vehicle, authorities reported.
All passengers fled on foot but were
apprehended close to the scene, po-
lice said. Boone, charged with elud-
ing police and obstruction of jus-
tice, was processed and turned over
to the Union County jail for failure
to post bail. Wheeler, Cofield and
Jackson were all charged with ob-
struction of justice, processed and
released.
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