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This Is Westfield 201038th Annual Edition
Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

And you’re not even a doctor.

Experience the world of medicine through 
The Overlook Hospital Internship Program.
The Overlook Hospital Internship Program is a four-week session, designed 
to give students hands-on experience in the world of medicine.  As an 
intern, you’ll be introduced to a full range of disciplines, from Surgery to 
Pediatrics, Cardiology to Hospital Administration.  

You’ll observe and participate in rounds, lectures, rotations and learn 
first-hand what it’s like to be in healthcare.

To Apply:
Go online to atlantichealth.org and reference, For Professionals & Med Ed 
to access application materials.

Rounds.
Surgery.
The ED.

Packages should be submitted by May 1, 2010 via email to:
OHIP@atlantichealth.org or mailed to:
OHIP c/o Overlook Hospital  | Box 220 | 99 Beauvoir Avenue | Summit, NJ  07902

For questions please call 908-522-5926.

Mattress Factory mattresses are
much more physically fit than name brands...

Because name brands don’t have
“the guts” to outlast us!

Superior 
construction means 
the Mattress Factory 
mattresses are built 2-sided to be
flipped*, lasting years longer than
famous name brands at a fraction 
of the name brand prices.
*applies to spring mattresses only

$50.00
OFF

$100.00
OFF

35 South Avenue, Fanwood, NJ • 908-322-4178
319 Rte. 10 East, East Hanover • 973-428-0511

Mon–Fri 10-6, Thurs 10-8, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5 • East Hanover closed Mon

www.mattressfac.com

any purchase of Twin or
Full Sets of $499 or more
with this coupon.
Cannot be combined with any other offers.
New purchases only. Expires 4/30/10 Wstfld

any purchase of Queen or
King Sets of $699 or more
with this coupon. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers. 
New purchases only. Expires 4/30/10 Wstfld

Celebrating 20 Years of Dentistry in Westfield
                     Thomas C. Streko D.M.D.

For over 20 years Dr. Streko has been creating beautiful smiles
at our Westfield location. We would like to extend a heartfelt
thank you to our loyal patients and a welcome to new 
patients by offering:

� 50% off In office whitening
� $500 off Invisalign treatment
� $67 New Patient Exam 

(includes exam, x-rays, & photos a $270 value)

• For the first 20 to make an appointment your name
will be entered in a drawing to win a FREE I-Pod!!

Call us today at (908)654-0095
Dr. Thomas C. Streko  169 Mountain Ave.  Westfield, NJ 07090

www.drstreko.com

Garwood BOE Candidates Give
Their Positions During Forum

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD —The Garwood Parent-
Teacher Association (PTA) held a board
of education candidates forum last
Wednesday. Incumbents Susan Groning
and John Sullivan are seeking re-election
to the board, while Thomas Evelina and
Brendan McDermott are vying for the
seat being vacated by Sandro Villaraut,
who chose not to seek reelection. All of
the seats carry three-year terms.

Each candidate was allowed a three-
minute opening statement and a one-
minute closing following questions from
the audience. The forum came less than
one week after the board of education
approved an $8.3 million budget to go to
the voters in a 6-2 vote, with Mrs. Groning
and Mr. Sullivan being the only two “no”
votes. The proposed budget includes the
temporary closing of Washington School
and the consolidation of pre-school, kin-
dergarten and first grade into Lincoln
School.

Mrs. Groning said that the board is
doing the “best we can” under the current
financial circumstances. She said that
being on the board is a lot of hard work,
but she feels rewarded when she “look(s)
at the kids and sees what they can achieve.”
Mrs. Groning has three children in the
Garwood school system.

Mr. Evelina has been a borough resi-
dent for 15 years, is a member of the
Garwood Fire Department and has four
children in the Garwood School system.
He said that he previously served on a
parochial school board, and he wants to
“help the board, taxpayers and the Bor-
ough of Garwood.”

Mr. McDermott, the son of former State
Senator Frank McDermott and the brother
of former Westfield Mayor Greg
McDermott, told the public that he wants

to be “your voice” and that the “future is
paved with many challenges.” Mr.
McDermott has lived in Garwood for 11
years and teaches in Elizabeth.

Mr. Sullivan, who is completing his
first three-year term on the board, said
that now is the “time for independent
thinkers” and that, “I definitely have my
own opinion.” He has three children in
the Garwood school system and works
as an athletic director in higher educa-
tion.

When asked why they voted no on the
budget, both incumbents responded that
they disagreed with the closing of Wash-
ington School, with Mr. Sullivan saying
that it was “not beneficial” to the commu-
nity.

Mr. Evelina stated he believed the pub-
lic should have been allowed to vote on
the closure of the school. Mr. McDermott
said he is still undecided as to whether
Washington School should be closed or
not.

When asked if they supported the freez-
ing of teacher salaries, Mr. Evelina stated
that he is “not in favor of it but think(s) it
needs to be done.” Mrs. Groning said she
would like to see the Garwood Education
Association (the teachers union) come
forward with cost-saving ideas.

Mrs. Groning left the forum early to
run the PTA talent show rehearsal. The
remaining candidates were in agreement
that user fees would be acceptable for
programs such as sports and music during
tough budget times, and they were all in
support of keeping middle-school sports.
However, Mr. McDermott said he was
concerned that with so many other dis-
tricts cutting their sports programs,
Garwood children may not have anyone
to play.

Polls will be open on Tuesday, April
20, from 2 to 9 p.m.

Nine Candidates File for
Union County Freeholder

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — Nine candidates have
filed for three seats on the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, with another
three each for county clerk and sheriff.

Seeking reelection are incumbent
Democrats Dan Sullivan of Elizabeth and
Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford, as well
as their running mate, Plainfield Council-
woman Linda Carter. Ms. Carter replaces
first-term freeholder Rayland Van Blake,
who failed to gain the nod for a second
term by the Union County Democratic
Committee’s screening panel last month.

They face a challenge from Carmen
Southward of Linden, Janet Reynolds of
Roselle and Elcy Castillo-Ospina of Eliza-
beth in the Tuesday, June 8, Primary
Election. The challengers are running
under the slate “Democrats for Change.”

Republicans seeking board seats include
Summit Councilwoman Ellen Dickson,
former New Providence planning board
member Brian Flanagan and former

Rahway Councilwoman Elyse Bochicchio
Medved. Ms. Medved previously ran for
freeholder and state assembly. The GOP
has not won a county-wide election since
1994 and has not held a freeholder seat on
the nine-member board since 1997.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi is seek-
ing her fourth, five-year term. She is
being challenged in the Democratic Pri-
mary by Lisa McCormick of Rahway.

County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich is seek-
ing another term after 33 years in office.
He faces a Primary challenge from Charles
E. Mitchell, Sr., a Roselle resident who is
employed as an Essex County Sheriff’s
Officer and is also an ordained minister
who presides as pastor of the True Vine
Baptist Church. Mr. Mitchell ran as an
Independent candidate for sheriff in 2007.

Peter Lijoi is unopposed for the post in
the Republican Primary. Mr. Lijoi also
ran for sheriff in 2004 and 2007.

Mr. Mitchell and Ms. McCormick are
also running under the “Democrats for
Change” banner.

Westfield Neighborhood Council
Welcomes Exotic-Car Show

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Restructuring itself af-
ter losing “significant” allocations from
the United Fund six years ago, the
Westfield Neighborhood Council (WNC),
tucked in the “center of the minority com-
munity,” says it is “trying hard to stay
alive.”

In addition to growing its street fairs
from two to three, another way in which
the council is combating a loss in funding
is by trying new initiatives to raise money
and awareness. On Sunday, May 2, from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m., G-wiz Auto Entertain-
ment will present the first annual Exotic
Super Car Showcase.

To be held on the north side of the
Westfield Train Station, the event will
feature vehicles from the following car
clubs: Pantera, Viper, Lotus,
Lamborghini, Corvette, BMW, Ferrari
and Swift.

George Withers, the son of WNC Vice-
Chairwoman Mary Withers, is organiz-
ing the venture.

“We’re trying to blow this out of the
water,” Mr. Withers said. “I grew up in
the center, and to be part of this is a great
feeling.”

While not confirmed yet, the event
may feature the United We Stand Cor-
vette, Bat Mobile and the Dinoco Car
(modeled in the movie Cars). Mr. With-
ers was able to confirm that the Enzo
Ferrari, which sells for roughly $1 mil-
lion, will make an appearance. The show
will display muscle cars and nostalgic
vehicles, as well.

Earlier this month, Ms. Withers and
WNC Chairman Harold Cohen sat down
with The Westfield Leader and The Times.
They talked about some of the difficulties
the center is encountering, from
gentrification to the loss of seniors, whom
Ms. Withers referred to as the “back-
bone” of the WNC volunteer staff.

Despite difficulties, they said that the
area is rebounding; notably, 121 Cacciola
Street, which was “left to rot,” has been
bought by a black family; as the interview
was conducted, new siding was being

placed, and electricians were at work.
Mr. Cohen was thrilled with the “in-

flux of young [30’s and 40’s] black males
serving as board members,” as he noted
that men, in general, are taking fewer
positions on boards nationwide. He also
said these men have helped repaint the
facility and shovel snow.

Mr. Cohen noted, “It’s been five to six
years without the United Fund; people
thought we’d go down the tubes, but
we’re surviving...The town has been very
supportive of our efforts to survive; they
want us to live.”

Ms. Withers said, “The only way to
stay in existence was community sup-
port.” Still, the organization will need to
rely on something stronger than good will
to flourish. It takes $2,000 just to “keep
the lights on and the doors open.”

“We need more; this isn’t enough,”
Mr. Cohen said. “We [Mary and he] do
not take salaries. We have one part-time
bookkeeper [Pat Faggins] who handles
our accounting...We’re existing from hand
to mouth. There’s no fooling around.”

With the specter of three street fairs, a
rummage sale this Saturday and the ex-
otic-car show in May, Mr. Cohen envi-
sioned “the best fundraising year since
we were cut out of the United Fund...It
won’t take much more to go back to Linda
[Maggio, executive director of the United
Fund] for a reapplication.”

The organization is planning a summer
camp for children ages 7 to 12 and a drug-
prevention program; in addition, once
volunteers are in place, the after-school
program, which runs from September to
May, can be restarted later this year.

“We’ll reapply once we get all our
programs in motion,” Mr. Cohen said.

The council, which has existed since
1969, has no designs on going anywhere.

“We’ve had kids who are doctors and
lawyers, kids who went on to higher edu-
cation; just last year, we sent eight kids to
college...Without the center, they would
not be able to pursue what they’ve done.
There’s camaraderie here; we bring people
together,” Ms. Withers said.

To reach the WNC, call (908) 233-2772.

Garwood Projects $200 Tax Hike Per
Home for Municipal Services

By RENNIE WOLTERS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — With a tight budget set
for 2010, Mayor Dennis McCarthy, at
Tuesday’s borough council meeting,
called on residents to complete the 2010
Census to determine the allocation of
funds for the borough.

Council President Stephen Napolitano
reiterated Governor Chris Christie’s in-
tention to cut municipal aid to Garwood by
$160,000, which the councilman said ad-
versely affects the borough’s 2010 budget
projections. The drop in funds would re-
sult in a $200 increase in municipal taxes
on a home assessed at $100,000 in
Garwood, he said.

The borough will attempt to maintain the
same level of service to its residents, Coun-
cilman Napolitano said, and thus far has
announced no major cuts in borough per-
sonnel. The council’s finance committee is
actively seeking ways to share services with
neighboring towns to cut costs before final-
izing its budget in May, he said.

In other business, the Rahway Valley
Sewerage Commission (RVSA) presented
a proposal to change its method of billing
from a metered billing system to a stan-

dardized usage-per-unit approach. The
proposed sewerage system would shift
the cost of sewerage between municipali-
ties, but ultimately, the overall cost for all
11 municipalities is projected to remain
the same.

The borough’s RVSA representative,
Stephen Greet, explained that all 11 RVSA
municipalities must agree to a trial period
before a study of usage and billing can be
performed. Councilman Anthony Sytko
expressed concern that the attempt to
change the billing system may be futile,
since a unanimous approval of a new
system would be unlikely. Municipalities
with a higher adjusted bill are expected to
reject the new system.

Thus far, two municipalities – Cranford
and Kenilworth – have not yet responded
to the study request. The cost of the study
has not yet been determined.

The second part of the Community
Vision Workshop will be held today,
Thursday, at borough hall from 9 a.m. to
6 p.m., inviting residents, business own-
ers, commuters and interested parties to
participate in a transit-oriented devel-
opment meeting to discuss the future of
Garwood.

Cranford BOE Seeks $53 Million
With 3.25 Percent Tax Hike

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — Cranford Board of
Education officials on Tuesday outlined
for the township committee some of the
details of the proposed 2010-2011 school
budget and explained how they dealt with
a more-than-75-percent cut in state aid.

For the first hour of the committee’s
meeting this week, Superintendent Gayle
Carrick and Business Administrator Rob-
ert Carfagno touched on some of the
highlights of the $52.8-million budget
that will be voted on by residents next
Tuesday.

Ms. Carrick said “severe cuts” to the
budget and various programs were neces-
sitated by a state aid cut of 78 percent,
meaning Cranford schools will rely on
$751,837 in funding from Trenton versus
the $3.3 million received last year.

Voters will be asked to approve a $46.2-
million tax levy, which represents 88
percent of the budget and is 3.25 percent
higher than last year. The average as-
sessed home of $181,740 will see an
increase in the education portion of prop-
erty taxes of $210, Mr. Carfagno said,
adding that expenditures this year are 2.4
percent lower than last year.

Mrs. Carrick said 48 staff members,
including kindergarten aides, a vice-prin-
cipal position, three K-12 supervisors and
two librarians, will be eliminated. Middle
school sports programs are being cut, and
all summer school regular education pro-
grams are being eliminated. All mainte-
nance programs are being reduced, and
no new equipment will be purchased.

Despite the cuts in all departments and

most budget areas, Mr. Carfagno told the
committee, “Students will have enough
supplies.” He also said the $20-million
bond referendum approved last Decem-
ber for school repairs is “safe.” Mr.
Carfagno also said that it was possible
that activity fees for certain sports and
other programs may be “inevitable” next
year if finances remain tight.

Reviewing the four major portions of
the school budget that are non-discretion-
ary in nature, Mr. Carfagno said salaries
and benefits account for 85 percent of
total expenditures. Another $10.2 million
is earmarked for special education, $1.47
million will fund transportation costs,
and $1 million will pay for energy costs.


