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State Officials Remember
Former Rep. Bob Franks

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — State and local officials this
week remembered former four-term Con-
gressman and six-term state assembly-
man Bob Franks as a fierce political force
yet compassionate person. Mr. Franks
died Friday at Memorial Sloan Kettering
Hospital in New York City after a brief
battle with an aggressive sarcoma, which
was diagnosed in February. He was 58.

Mr. Franks represented the Seventh Con-
gressional District from 1993 through 2000
after replacing Rep. Matthew Rinaldo, the
year he opted to run for the open United
States Senate seat. Mr. Franks won a four-
way Primary that year, edging out state
Senator William Gormley of Atlantic
County to win the Republican nomination.
He went on to nearly win a close battle with
Jon Corzine for a U.S. Senate seat; Mr.
Corzine, who later become governor, spent
$63 million (including a Primary battle with
ex-Governor Jim Florio) to Mr. Franks’ $6
million, according to The New York Times.

Mr. Franks ran unsucessfully for Gov-
ernor in the 2001 GOP Primary after
replacing Don DiFrancesco, who dropped
out of the race following questions about
some his business dealings, as reported in
the statewide press.

Prior to serving in the House, Mr. Franks
was a member of the state Assembly for
13 years, replacing Mr. DiFrancesco on
the 1979 GOP ticket, who in turn, moved
up to the senate race. Mr. Franks also
served two terms as state GOP chairman
from 1987-1989 and from 1990-1992.

Since leaving politics in 2001, Mr.
Franks had been serving as president of
the HealthCare Institute of New Jersey, a
lobbying group for the state’s pharma-
ceutical industry.

Officials from around the state weighed
in on Mr. Franks’ passing.

Governor Chris Christie called Mr.
Franks “an American Patriot.”

“Bob loved his country; he loved New
Jersey, he loved public service, and he
loved his family. Not only was Bob a great
Assemblyman and Congressman, but he
was also an outstanding political leader for
the Republican Party,” the governor said.
“He provided tireless leadership to our party
and our state and, as a result, trained his
successors — the next generation of New
Jersey’s and America’s public servants. He
saw that as part of his duty as a leader, and
it was truly one of the joys of his life.”

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr.
(R-Westfield) served as an aid to Mr.
Franks in his Washington, D.C., office.

“Without question, today is a tremen-
dously sad day for me… and the people of
New Jersey. We lost an incredible public
servant who, whether in the public sector
or in the private sector, always chose the
high road. Bob Franks was my mentor,
my colleague and, most importantly…
my friend,” Mr. Kean said.

Mr. Kean said Mr. Franks’ “partisan-
ship stopped on the campaign trail —
proving that crossing the aisle and setting
aside party differences could result in
great things for the people of the Garden
State.”

Current Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)
said he was “deeply saddened by the news
of Bob Franks’ passing.”

“Bob was a good friend, trusted col-
league and mentor who dedicated his
entire public life to making New Jersey a
better place for all of its residents,” Mr.
Lance stated.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-
Westfield) said the state has “lost a states-
man and true leader.”

“Bob’s civility and warmth should serve
as a reminder to all elected officials of the
importance to respect each other and our
institutions of government,” Mr.
Bramnick said.

According to the Summit Republican
organization, Mr. Franks began his politi-
cal career as state chairman of the New
Jersey Teenage Republicans, and worked
on political campaigns.

“He played key roles in the campaigns
of Raymond Bateman for governor in
1977, James Courter for Congress in 1978,
Thomas Kean, Sr. for governor in 1981
and Dean Gallo for Congress in 1984,”
according to an e-mail from the Summit
Republicans.

Union County Republican Chairman
Phil Morin called Mr. Franks “the con-
summate family man, public servant and
political tactician. “He possessed a unique
command of both policy and political
issues, and approached them with equal
skill and intellect.”

“Bob was not only committed to serv-
ing his constituents; his ability to teach
and mentor helped build a generation of
political leaders. The people of Union
County and of the State of New Jersey
were fortunate to have such a dedicated
and thoughtful representative as our ad-
vocate, first in the Legislature and then in
Congress,” Mr. Morin said.

Mr. Franks was born in Hackensack and
graduated from DePauw University in Indi-
ana. He received a law degree from South-
ern Methodist University in Dallas in 1976.

He is survived by his wife, Fran, and
three young daughters, Kelly, Sara and
Abigail. A memorial service wil be held
this Saturday at 11 a.m. at the Basicala of
the Sacred Heart in Newark.

Freeholders OK $1.8 Million
In Road-Improvement Contracts

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last Thurs-
day authorized $1.8 million in road-im-
provement contracts. A total of $471,000
of that money is authorized thorough the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2009 (ARRA).

Receiving contracts are: Neglia Engi-
neering of Lyndhurst, $249,000 for resur-
facing roads in various county municipali-
ties; Maser Consulting of Red Bank,
$287,080 for replacement of three culverts
in Linden and three culverts in Plainfield,
Scotch Plains and Springfield for an addi-
tional $287,080; Alaimo Group of Mt.
Holly, $340,000 for the replacement of
three culverts in Berkeley Heights, Roselle
and Summit; and T&M Consulting of
Middletown, $161,900 for intersection and
improvement to the Centennial Avenue
corridor in Cranford. These contracts are
for design, construction administration and
inspection services.

The board also approved a $230,058
contract to Pennoni Associates of Haddon
Heights and $240,617 to Birdsall Services
Group of Cranford for design, construc-
tion administration and inspection services
for resurfacing roads in towns around the
county per ARRA.

The board also approved an increase of
$8,886 in the contract to Alber Enterprises
of Moorestown for additional work per-
formed on the slate roof of the former park
headquarters building in Warinanco Park,
in Elizabeth, for a new contract of $293,886.

In other business, representatives from
various organizations around the county
thanked the board for funding their events.
The board on Thursday appropriated
$42,000 to parades, concerts and fireworks
occurring over the next few months.

Among them was Cranford Council-
man Daniel Aschenbach. He said the
$5,000 the board approved for Cranford’s
July 4 Fireworks program is “very helpful.
The county’s partnership with Cranford to
have a celebration – that is not only Cranford
but Kenilworth and a lot of the other sur-
rounding towns that enjoy that day – is
very much appreciated,” Mr. Aschenbach
said.

Jim Buettner of Cranford asked the town-
ship to give back 4 percent of the money as
a way to trim this year’s planned $11.5
million county-wide tax hike.

Jennifer Costa of Elizabeth thanked the
board for its support of $4,000 for the
Elizabeth Portugal Parade, which she said
has been going on for 32 years. “We are a
very strong population, and we are grow-
ing. Last year, we had over 50 constituents
participate with over 5,000 people (in at-
tendance),” she said. “As we are growing
in numbers…our funding is becoming a
little bit limited because of the hardships
that people are enduring.”

Charlotte Brown of Elizabeth, presi-
dent of United Youth of New Jersey and
chairman of the African Heritage Day
Parade in Elizabeth, thanked the board for
the $4,000 it is receiving for the parade.
She said this year would be the 10th year
the parade has been run over an 11-year
span.

Class to Offer Look
At Benefits of Berries
WESTFIELD – The Rutgers Coopera-

tive Extension (RCE) of Union County
will offer a class entitled “Berries and
You: Perfect Together” on Thursday,
April 29, from 7 to 9 p.m. It will take place
at the county building located at 300
North Avenue, East, in Westfield.

Instructed by Karen Ensle, the class
will discuss health benefits of blueber-
ries, cranberries and strawberries. Par-
ticipants will be able to taste the berries as
they learn creative ways to incorporate
more fruit into their everyday diets.

Pre-registration is required by contact-
ing Digna Torres at (908) 654-9854, ex-
tension no. 2235, or dtorres@ucnj.org. A
fee of $5 per person will be collected at
the door. RCE is supported in part by
Union County.

Also receiving funding were the Gen-
eral Pulaski Parade Committee, $4,000;
Strike Merchants Scholarship Foundation,
$2,500; Plainwood Square Merchants As-
sociation Concert Series, $4,000; Our Lady
Mt. Carmel Fireworks in Berkeley Heights,
$4,000; and the Elizabeth Avenue Carni-
val Waterfront Concert, $8,000.

Also receiving funding was the New
Jersey Historic Trust Annual Preservation
Conference, which Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski said will be held in Elizabeth on
Wednesday, June 2, at Union County
College’s Kellogg Building. The board
approved funding of $2,500 for the confer-
ence. Ms. Kowalski said the conference
will include tours of First Presbyterian
Church and Warinanco Park and a walking
tour of downtown Elizabeth called “Di-
versity and Development.” She said “hun-
dreds of people from around the state”
would be attending the conference.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon announced
that the board has $1 million available in
“dollar-for-dollar” matching grants for the
county’s annual Kids Recreation Trust
Fund. Municipalities can apply for fund-
ing for municipal recreation projects, schol-
arships, equipment and lighting.

The program is funded through the
county’s Open Space, Recreation, His-
toric Preservation Trust Fund, which is an
additional tax on top of the county prop-
erty tax. The open space tax, approved by
Union County voters in 2000, assesses a
levy of 1.5 cents per $100 of total equal-
ized real property valuation. Nearly $12
million is collected in open space taxes
annually by the county.

“Over the past six years, these monies
have funded many worthy projects that
have helped families throughout Union
County engage in more healthy outdoor
activities,” Freeholder Scanlon said. “So
we are looking forward to seeing those
grant applications and getting that money
out as soon as possible.

Freeholder Al Mirabella announced the
board’s Fiscal Affairs Committee will hold
a public meeting on proposed capital bud-
get requests by county departments on
Thursday, April 22 at 6 p.m. The regular
meeting will follow at 7 p.m.

Murphy Business & Financial
Corporation of New Jersey

WESTFIELD – Russell Miller has
established a master franchise of
Murphy Business & Financial Cor-
poration, with responsibility for fran-
chisees throughout New Jersey. The
office is located at 115 Grove Street
in Westfield, N.J.

“Franchise owners can expect a
higher success rate than most other
entrepreneurs experience, and busi-
ness-related franchises are among the
top five active franchise concepts,”
said Mr. Miller, a 17-year Westfield
resident. “Careers as business bro-
kers offer great potential for success
with a relatively low investment.
When paired with Murphy’s proven
business and marketing process, we
believe this opportunity is well suited
for executives, professionals and other
individuals with strong management
and business acumen.”

“Since we work with over 100 dif-
ferent franchise brands and have over
500 businesses currently listed for
sale across the country, we can find

the right opportunity for any entre-
preneur!”

Mr. Miller was most recently the
vice president of Business Develop-
ment for Huntington Learning Cen-
ters, Inc. and has over 23 years of
franchise sales and operations expe-
rience. He has helped hundreds of
new and experienced entrepreneurs
manage, buy or sell a business.
Founded in Clearwater, Fla. in 1994
by Roger J. Murphy, Murphy Busi-
ness & Financial Corporation
(www.murphybusiness.com) is one
of North America’s largest business
brokerage firms, and now offers fran-
chise opportunities throughout the
United States and Canada. Murphy
Business & Financial Corporation
was ranked as one of the Top 10 New
Franchises for 2010 by ENTREPRE-
NEUR Magazine and No. 3 in Fran-
chise Times’ - FAST 55, 2010 Growth
Franchises.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

SUCCESSFUL VENTURE...Westfield, N.J. becomes the location of the 125th
Murphy Business & Financial Corporation Franchise. Pictured is Roger J. Murphy,
left, president and founder of Murphy Business & Financial Corporation, with
Russell Miller, president, Murphy Business & Financial Corporation of New Jersey.

Freeholder Fiscal Panel
To Hear Capital Requests

ELIZABETH – Union County Free-
holder Fiscal Committee Chairman Al
Mirabella announced that a public hear-
ing will be held on Thursday, April 22, at
6 p.m. for capital requests in the 2010
Executive Budget. The hearing will be in
the Freeholder Chambers, County Ad-
ministration Building, 10 Elizabethtown
Plaza in Elizabeth. The hearing will be
followed by the regularly scheduled Free-
holder meeting at 7 p.m. The hearing
concludes a series of fiscal committee
hearings on the 2010 county budget.

“We will apply all diligence to focus on
fiscally-responsible capital requests,” Mr.
Mirabella said. “In these tough times it is
important to keep moving forward, espe-
cially when it comes to projects that cre-
ate jobs and generate business for Union
County residents.”

On the 2010 Executive Budget pre-
sented in February, County Manager
George Devanney said, this year’s bud-
get “reflects our proactive efforts in over-
coming extraordinary challenges over the
past year, and stabilizing Union County’s
current budgetary picture despite one of
the toughest recessionary cycles in a gen-
eration, which adversely impacted many
of our residents as well.”

The proposed budget is $469 million,
$276 million of which would be raised in
property taxes, which is $11.5 million
over last year.

Union County College Narrows
Search For New President

CRANFORD – Union County College
(UCC) has narrowed its search for a new
president to three finalists, the college
announced Monday. The college’s presi-
dential search committee named two ex-
ternal candidates,  Marie Gnage and
Margaret McMenamin, and one internal
candidate, Wallace Smith.

The board of trustees and board of gov-
ernors are expected this month to announce
a final selection to replace outgoing presi-
dent Thomas Brown, following visits by
each finalist to the college in April for
interviews with the members of the boards
and public forums with students, faculty,
administration and staff, according to in-
terim president John R. Farrell, Jr. The
new president will take office prior to the
start of the fall semester.

Ms. Gnage has been president of West
Virginia University at Parkersburg for
five years. Prior to that she served as
senior vice-president for academic af-
fairs at Raritan Valley Community Col-
lege in North Branch. During her tenure
at West Virginia University at Parkersburg
Gnage excelled in strategic planning, fa-
cility upgrades, fundraising and enroll-
ment growth, according to the UCC presi-
dential search committee’s review.

Ms. McMenamin is the acting presi-
dent of Brookdale Community College in
Lincroft, where she has served as execu-
tive vice-president for five years. She
also served as vice-president of academic
and student affairs at Lehigh Carbon
County Community College in
Schnecksville, Pa. While at Brookdale.
McMenamin’s accomplishments included
an academic restructuring, development
of an academic master plan and college-
wide assessment.

Mr. Smith has been vice-president for
academic affairs at UCC for 10 years,
where he also previously served as pro-
vost for the college’s Plainfield campus.
In his current position, Mr. Smith helped
secure an evaluation of outstanding for
UCC from the Middle States Commis-
sion of Higher Education, developed more
than 20 certificate programs and 15 ar-
ticulation agreements with four-year col-
leges and universities, and secured more
than $12 million in grants.

“All three candidates possess the quali-

ties our next president will require to lead
Union County College in this time of
expanding diversity of both student popu-
lation and academic focuses, evolving
occupational demands of the community,
growing competition for funding and rap-
idly increasing technological opportuni-
ties,” said Victor Richel, chairman of the
UCC board of trustees.

The qualifications the search commit-
tee looked for when screening candidates
included: academic leadership, with an
emphasis on expanding the horizon of the
college to meet the diverse needs of the
community and foreseeing those needs in
the future; administrative and fiscal expe-
rience, as well as fundraising; and the
ability to manage the changing needs of
students and global and societal changes.

The search committee began screening
candidates in early March. The search
was coordinated by Dr. Narcisa A.
Polonio, vice president for research, edu-
cation and board leadership services at
the Association of Community College
Trustees (ACCT), which the UCC board
of trustees retained to assist in the search.

The new UCC president will oversee a
college with an annual operational bud-
get in 2009 of more than $70 million. The
school serves 6,300 full-time and 6,600
part-time students with a full-time faculty
of 180 and an adjunct faculty of about
300. The school operates four campuses
in Union County and maintains an associ-
ate in science degree program with the
Trinitas School of Nursing in Elizabeth,
N.J., and Muhlenberg Harold B. and Dor-
othy A. Snyder Schools in Plainfield.

Mr. Brown announced his retirement as
president effective the end of 2010, after
20 years with UCC. He is taking a one-year
sabbatical to write a book about his tenure
at the school and to establish an official
college archive. Mr. Farrell, vice- presi-
dent of administrative services, was named
interim president effective January 1.

UCC is the oldest two-year college in
New Jersey. The college operates cam-
puses in Cranford, Elizabeth, Plainfield
and Scotch Plains. UCC also confers as-
sociate in science degrees upon graduates
of the Trinitas School of Nursing in Eliza-
beth and the Muhlenberg Harold B. and
Dorothy A. Snyder Schools in Plainfield.


