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Visa & Mastercard Accepted

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

CLASSIC
CONSTRUCTION

Expert
Craftsmanship

908 233 6161
WESTFIELD, NJ

Call Ian for a free estimate
www.classicconstructionservice.com

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

908-232-1937

  

Custom Remodeling 
& Home Repair 

QQuality Work   
 

 
 
 Reasonable Rates 

 
www.JoeGuarraci.com 

 

908-930-8059 
Licensed & Insured        NJ#13VH03794700

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

908-686-0930

HeHeating & Air Conditioning

Call about the New Jersey Clean
Energy Program 50% rebates on

HVAC replacements

Coronation Mechanical

Installation - Replacement - Service

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Goods & Services You NeedSingle Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $475

email PDF Ad file to:
sales@goleader.com

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Asphalt Driveways
Concrete Walks & Patios

Specializing in:
Interlocking Paving Stones,

Walkways, Patios &
Retaining Walls

40 Years Experience
Free Estimates    Fully Insured

908-561-6452

DOUGHERTY PAVING

* Over 25 Years Experience *

908-756-8345  (Office)
Driveway Sealcoating

Landscaping Design

Mason Work

Steps • Patios • Brick • Pavers

Basement Waterproofing
10% off any job.  Offer expires 4/30/10

Angelo’s Masonry, LLC

NJ Lic# 13VH02812700                    Fully Insured

 Lic# 13VH03942000 • Free Designs & Consultation

Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

** Best Rates In Town **

908-209-0104 • brogankelly@comcast.net

Kitchens & Baths – New & Restored

Custom Built-ins, Trim, Flooring

Finished Basements & Repairs

5 Year Written Guarantee On All Labor

SP-F Library Officials Drop
Plans for New Library Building

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Library officials from
Scotch Plains and Fanwood held a second
public information session last week, and
put decidedly less emphasis on possibly
building a new facility while instead tout-
ing the benefits of a jointly-operated li-
brary system between the two towns.

“We’re aware of the tough economic
times,” Scotch Plains Library Director
Meg Kolaya told the 20 attendees at last
Thursday’s session, held at the Fanwood
Memorial Library. “This is not the time to
ask you to bond for a new building.”

Fanwood Library Director Dan Weiss
said he wants library officials and the two
towns’ residents to instead “focus on the
idea of the effectiveness of a joint li-
brary.”

Indeed, during the question-and-an-
swer portion of the two-hour meeting,
residents were encouraged not to focus
too much attention on a potential new
joint library facility being proposed at the
site of the Scotch Plains Library on Bartle
Avenue. Detailed plans for such a build-
ing were unveiled at a public session in
February that was dominated by resi-
dents’ questions about the new building’s
proposed $26.5-million price tag and
whether there would be adequate parking
at a new facility.

Instead, last week, Mr. Weiss said the
focus at present needs to be on the “viabil-
ity” of a library system jointly operated
by a common board of trustees. Both he
and Mrs. Kolaya reviewed the background
of how a recently-completed feasibility
study on a merger was conceived, de-
tailed some of the problems faced at the
two aging facilities and looked ahead to
the next steps in the process.

After public reaction to a merger is
gauged in the next few months, both

libraries’ boards of trustees will then de-
cide whether to move forward, with a
November ballot referendum in both
towns being the next major step. The
ballot question will ask Scotch Plains and
Fanwood residents whether they want to
dissolve the two existing libraries and
then form a new entity that would be
called the Joint Library of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood. Both towns would have to
approve the referendum for the process to
move forward. A new board would then
be appointed by the governing bodies of
both communities.

“We both lack a lot of the amenities
that a lot of libraries in Union County and
elsewhere have,” said Mr. Weiss, point-
ing specifically to computer labs and ad-
equate meeting room space. In the weeks
since the first informational session, the
financial picture has changed signifi-
cantly, both library directors noted. State
aid to libraries has been cut drastically as
part of the state government’s attempt to
right the state’s fiscal ship, threatening
services such as inter-library loans and
other cooperative efforts. A joint library,
Mrs. Kolaya said, would allow funds to
be better used in areas such as duplication
of services, programs, book purchases
and subscriptions to periodicals.

Mrs. Kolaya and Mr. Weiss, along
with Shelley Ross, president of the
Fanwood Memorial Library Board of
Trustees, and Joseph Duff, his counter-
part in Scotch Plains, urged residents to
make their opinions known in the coming
months as both boards decide whether to
request that the referendum be included
on this year’s election ballot.

“We need to know what the commu-
nity wants,” Mrs. Kolaya said. She was
echoed by Mr. Duff, who said, “Resi-
dents are going to be very important in
this process.”

TEA Party Scheduled
UNION COUNTY - The first meet-

ing of the Union County T.E.A. Party
will be held on Saturday, April 24 at
the Scotch Plains Public Library from
3 to 4:30 p.m. For further informa-
tion, contact Frank at
frankfesta@yahoo.com

Scotch Plains Settles Lawsuit
With Former Police Officer

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
council last month unanimously approved
a settlement agreement with a former
police officer who claimed that he had
been retaliated against in connection with
an earlier lawsuit he and three fellow
officers filed nearly a decade ago.

Kevin Lonergan alleged in his lawsuit
that police department officials retaliated
against him by denying him promotions,
specifically to the rank of lieutenant, when
three different slots opened up in 2006,
and that the matter had caused him emo-
tional distress that led him to leave town-
ship employment in 2006 on permanent
disability.  Special counsel Brian Levine
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
this week that “no taxpayer money is
being used” to pay the settlement, which
includes attorneys’ fees.  “The township
did not pay a penny out of pocket,” he
said, explaining that the settlement money
is “completely covered” by township in-
surance.

Mr. Lonergan was one of a quartet of

officers who filed a reverse racial dis-
crimination lawsuit against the township
police department, its former African-
American police chief and the chief’s
white predecessor.  The four said they had
been improperly reprimanded by then-
Captain Marshall Nelson for their perfor-
mance during an April 2000 traffic stop
involving four African-American men.

Mayor Nancy Malool said the coun-
cil decided to settle rather than proceed
to trial because the township’s insur-
ance carrier wished to do so.  “We
really didn’t have a choice,” she told
The Times, pointing out that had the
council chosen to proceed to trial and
had Mr. Lonergan prevailed, the cost to
taxpayers would have been far greater
than the several thousand dollar insur-
ance deductible that was incurred by
the final settlement, which the mayor
said was in the $600,000 range.

“We didn’t feel it was our right to
gamble with taxpayer money,” she said.

Citing confidentiality, Steven Adler,
Mr. Lonergan’s attorney, had no com-
ment when contacted by The Times.

serve” on a council that “puts the
needs of our community above all
else, including the wishes of our own
political parties.”

The GOP holds a 3-2 edge on the
council. Independent candidates have
until Primary Day, Tuesday, June 8 at 4
p.m. to file their nominating petitions.

In Fanwood, first-term Republican
incumbent and 50-year resident An-
thony Parenti, the borough’s former
police chief, is seeking a second term
along with newcomer Jason Benedic,
the executive director of the informa-
tion security office at Fordham Uni-
versity in New York. Mr. Benedic,
who moved to Fanwood three years
ago, also serves on a federal elec-
tronic crimes task force.

They are opposed by Democratic
incumbent councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell and first-time candidate and
recent resident Kevin Boris, an attor-
ney and member of the borough’s
planning board. Currently, there is a
3-3 split between Democrat and Re-
publicans. Mayor Colleen Mahr is
also a Democrat.

“This team is a reflection of our
community. Retirees who have built
this town and continue to contribute
and the working commuters who have
chosen Fanwood as a good commu-
nity to raise their families,” said Joe
Britt, the borough’s Republican Com-
mittee chairman.

Looking at races in neighboring
towns, in Garwood Mayor Dennis
McCarthy is seeking a third term. He
was appointed and later elected to
replace the late mayor Michael Crincoli
in 2003. Mr. McCarthy is being chal-
lenged by former Republican Coun-
cilwoman and four-time freeholder
candidate Patricia Quattrocchi.

Seeking seats on the borough coun-
cil are Democrats, former Council-
woman Kathleen Villaggio, who lost
by seven votes last November in a
quest for a fourth term, and new-

neighborhood feel offering food, in-
cluding fish and chips, at reasonable
prices.

The mayor said Mr. Flannery and
Mr. Walter “have stepped up and made
a claim for Fanwood’s future.”

Mayor Mahr also reported on a
meeting between the borough and
Union County’s engineering and pub-
lic works officials to discuss
Fanwood’s road construction needs
for this year.

The mayor said reconstruction of
intersections on Terrill Road at Mid-
way Avenue, South Avenue, and
LaGrande Avenue all will begin this
spring.

During committee reports, Coun-
cilman Mike Szuch reported that en-
rollment just began for the borough’s
expanded “summer park” program
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Fanwood Council

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW BUSINESS...Sean Flannery and his business partner Brian Walter, a
trained chef, discuss their bar and restaurant-to-go  business to open soon on
South Avenue with the Fanwood Council.

Scotch Plains Planning Board
Okays Terrill Road Subdivision

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The planning
board on Monday approved a minor sub-
division application on Terrill Road de-
spite some board members’ concerns
about the size of the new houses being
proposed.

A 64,000-square-foot lot at 1460 Terrill
Road, just south of the intersection with
Cooper Road, will be divided into two
nonconforming lots, with new homes
being built on each of the new lots. Appli-
cant Jena McCredie told the board at the
hearing that the houses being proposed
conform to others in the neighborhood.
She said she is seeking to build homes
with no more than 3,500 square feet of
living space, with four bedrooms and
two-and-a-half to three full baths.

Board member Alice Agran expressed
some concern that the proposed homes
will be of a size that conforms with vari-
ous setback requirements. Engineer An-
thony Gallerano said the maximum 3,500-
square-foot size of the proposed homes
would ensure the setback requirements
are met. Ms. McCredie agreed to a condi-
tion of approval that the maximum lot
coverage on the larger, 32,678-square-
foot lot be no more than 16.03 percent and
18.88 percent on the second lot, which

will be 31,327 square feet in area.
Mr. Gallerano also said the lot widths

for the two newly-created lots will be 130
and 132 feet, wider than the 100-foot
widths found in other properties in the
area.

Prior to the board’s unanimous vote to
approve the application, board member
Michael Michalisin also expressed some
concern about what he termed the “over-
sized houses” being proposed, and said
the request was “approaching my toler-
ance level.” Both he and board chair-
woman Paulette Coronato noted the nu-
merous variances being sought by Ms.
McCredie, including lot area variances in
a zone where 40,000 square feet is the
minimum, lot width variances, street front-
age variances and a waiver of site im-
provement requirements so that sidewalks
will not need to be installed.

At it’s next meeting on May 10 the
board will open hearings on an applica-
tion by Temple Sholom for approval of its
plan to construct a new house of worship
at 1925 Lake Avenue. Based in Plainfield
until 2003, the congregation has been
using the facilities at the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church on Martine Avenue. It
purchased the five-acre Lake Avenue
property, which is situated in a residential
neighborhood, in 2007.
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SP, FW Candidates
comer Matthew Allouf. They are op-
posed by Republicans Victor
DeFilippo, a former councilman, and
newcomer James Mathieu. First-term
councilmen, Republican Anthony Sytko
and Democrat Stephen Napolitano, are
not seeking reelection.

Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli and borough council mem-
bers Deanna Andre, Glenn Mortimer
and Jeffrey Wass, all Republicans,
are unopposed in their reelection bids.
Mr. Mirabelli replaced the late six-
term mayor, Robert Viglianti, upon
his death late last year. Mrs. Andre,
who was appointed to take Mr.
Mirabelli’s council seat, is seeking the
remaining one year on that term. Mr.
Mortimer is seeking his fourth, three-
year term, while Mr. Wass is seeking
his second term. Republicans hold all
six seats on the borough council.

Meanwhile, Rep. Leonard Lance of
Flemington (R-7th) faces a challenge
from three candidates in his bid for the
Republican nomination in the Seventh
Congressional District. Mr. Lance won
a seven-candidate Primary race two
years and went on to defeat Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (D-Fanwood).

He is being opposed by former
Westfield Historical Society president
Bruce Baker, Lon Hosford of Milford,
and David Larsen of Oldwick. Mr.
Larsen runs a family windows and
doors business in Brooklyn while Mr.
Hosford is an independent contractor
in the information technology field.
Mr. Baker owns a golf putting com-
pany and is a licensed real-estate ap-
praiser. Prior to being elected to Con-
gress, Mr. Lance served 18 years in the
New Jersey State Legislature.

Ed Potosnak of North Plainfield, a
former aid to Rep. Mike Honda (D-
Calif.) and former high school chem-
istry teacher, is the lone Democrat for
the seat.

* * * * * * *
Paul Peyton contributed to this story.

and it is already at 99.8 percent. Mr.
Szuch also noted that new gym equip-
ment was recently installed at Forest
Road Park.

Mayor Mahr encouraged residents
to consider signing up for the county’s
“First Alert” program, which she de-
scribed as a “reverse 911 system” that
features text and voice transmission
of “critical information” to residents.

She said the First Alert system’s
text messages are free, but the bor-
ough would have to pay for voice
messages.

“The problem is, not many resi-
dents are taking advantage of it at
all,” said the mayor. Sign up informa-
tion is available at visitfanwood.com
and at ucfirstalert.org.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
posts  local news and commentary
daily on the Internet. The public is
invited to view this and post their
news as well. Please see
goleader.com/news

zens, enjoy the right to free speech
afforded at the public comments sec-
tion of BOE meetings. The PTA con-
tinues to work with our valued teach-
ers as we combine our energies on
behalf of all the students of our dis-
trict.”

When asked for the union’s re-
sponse, SPFEA President Dominick
Giordano said that while the SPFEA
membership “recognizes every
person’s right to speak freely, when
members of the community who are
also leaders in an organization that
bridge parents and educators speak
out with such convictions, it is very
disconcerting and confusing.”

“Difficult economic times call for
creative partnerships of an even stron-
ger bond – not a retreat of all stake-
holders in the education process to
their respective camps,” Mr. Giordano
said. “The lines of communication
between the SPFEA and PTA are
open, and both sides met on April 13
to affirm their organizations’ com-
mitment to working positively and
collaboratively to advance the edu-
cation process.”

Superintendent Hayes said in her
statement that, “the right to free speech
is fundamental to democratic pro-
cesses and is a basic tenet of our
country’s Constitution. As a district,
we continue to work to ensure that all
views are respectfully heard, and be-
lieve that the comments made during
our board of education meetings and
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PTA Accuses Teachers Union
at recent rounds of budget presenta-
tions have been respectful and civil.”

“All parents and community mem-
bers have a right to express their
opinions. No one, whether a parent,
teacher or community member,
should be singled out for respectfully
stating their beliefs. PTA By-Laws
do not preclude individual members
from stating their personal opinions,”
the superintendent said. “Our teach-
ers are professionals and committed
to working on behalf of our students
to ensure their success. Our parents
are supportive and integral to the suc-
cess of our schools. During difficult
periods, sometimes people disagree,
but everyone should recognize that in
a democratic society it is essential
that civil discourse be maintained.”

In her resignation letter, Mrs.
Savoca said, “to remove this nonsen-
sical piece of the dialogue, I will
resign in order to keep the focus of the
dialogue about the budget where it
belongs – focusing on what is best for
the children.”

See Garwood Borough Coun-
cil and Cranford BOE stories on
page 3. For Westfield and
Mountainside stories, download
the newspaper on the Internet at:

www.goleader.com
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