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Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GROWING FAMILY (October 23, 2003 Archives)...Former Congressman Bob
Franks is all smiles as he poses with his children during the fountain dedication
in Scotch Plains honoring the late Assemblyman Alan Augustine. Mr. Franks, 58,
passed away Saturday from a bout with cancer. See story on page 2.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLAY BALL...Players and coaches line up on Saturday for the opening day ceremonies at Booth Field as the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Youth Baseball Association kicked off its 55th season.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood
Candidates File for Council Seats

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Councilmen
Jeff Strauss and Dominick Bratti both
said this week they are considering
independent runs for township coun-
cil after not being included on the
slates of candidates announced by
their respective political parties.

Three council seats will be up for
grabs in November’s voting, when
control of the governing body will be
determined. The council is currently
made up of three Republicans and
two Democrats, although Mr. Strauss,
a Democrat, has frequently voted with
the Republicans since being elected
in 2006.

Mr. Strauss, who served as deputy
mayor in 2009 to Republican mayor
Nancy Malool, did not seek a spot on
the Democratic ticket. Describing
himself as a “proud Democrat,” he
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that after joining the council in
early 2007, he “quickly learned that
certain members of our local Demo-
cratic organization, not local Demo-
crats as voters, were intensely parti-
san and instinctively oppositional to
the Republican council majority.

He said he “set out early in my
council term to make decisions based
upon the merits and not party politics
or the politics of the issue.” Over
time, he said, “I found myself pursu-
ing an independent course, indepen-
dent from party and partisan struc-
ture.”

While admitting that, “being an
independent candidate is difficult”

from a fundraising and visibility
standpoint, Mr. Strauss called serv-
ing on the council “a wonderful way
to play an important role in improv-
ing our town and our local lives de-
spite its difficulties and challenges.”
He said he was looking forward to
forming an independent ticket “with
others who wish to participate in lo-
cal government without partisanship
as a requirement.”

The Democratic ticket this fall will
include Councilman Kevin Glover,
who will be seeking a second four-
year term; Neal LeStrange, a former
township police lieutenant who un-
successfully ran for council in 2006;
and newcomer Michael Marcus, an
attorney who was born in Scotch
Plains.

Mr. Bratti, who is serving as deputy
mayor this year, was appointed to the
council in January 2009 to fill an
unexpired term and won last fall’s
special election to fill out the remain-
ing year of that term. He unsuccess-
fully sought a spot on this year’s
Republican ticket, which, instead, will
include William “Bo” Vastine, who
unsuccessfully ran for State Assem-
bly last November; Sal Trifiro, cur-
rently the chairman of the township’s
environmental commission, and at-
torney Tony Patti.

Mr. Bratti told The Times that he is
also “exploring the possibility of run-
ning as an independent candidate.”
He said that last November’s election
“proved that the residents of Scotch
Plains were happy with my perfor-
mance on the township council and

our efforts to address the issues of the
township without regard to partisan
politics.” He said he was “disap-
pointed that a small subset of the
local Republican Committee is try-
ing to override the mandate” that he
said he received from his election
victory last fall.

Mr. Bratti said he was “proud to

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAXES...Fanwood residents pack the Senior Center in Forest Road Park on
Monday to hear a presentation by School Superintendent Margaret Hayes of the
difficult property tax increase expected from the school system this year. Pic-
tured, Harry McNally asks a question of Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr (left).
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Fanwood Mayor Mahr Predicts
Significant Property Tax Increases

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council will
introduce the municipal budget at a
special meeting next week. The meet-
ing is set for 6 p.m. on Wednesday,
April 21 at borough hall.

At Tuesday night’s regular, monthly
borough council meeting, Mayor
Mahr displayed a pie chart depicting
where Fanwood taxpayers’ money
goes.

The mayor said about 62 percent of
Fanwood tax bills go to the board of

education’s budget, while 21 percent
is earmarked for the municipal bud-
get and 17 percent goes to the county.

“We are little pieces of the pie,”
said Mayor Mahr, pointing to the
municipal and county shares.

“We have worked very hard to keep
what we control down to a mini-
mum,” she added.

However, Mayor Mahr said
Fanwood has lost about $200,000 in
state aid this year, and she predicted
significant property tax increases in
the state for the next two years “re-
gardless of what people may say down

in Trenton.”
The mayor referred to “the con-

tinuous money grab in Trenton” as “a
little disturbing.”

For the average Fanwood home-
owner with a residence assessed at
$84,500, Mayor Mahr estimated that
the municipal share of the tax bill will
go up by about $116 this year, while
the county portion of the bill will
increase $117, and the school board’s
will increase by more than $400.

Also regarding the municipal bud-
get Tuesday night, the governing body,
due to the absence of three council
members, put three ordinances and a
resolution on hold until next
Wednesday’s special budget meet-
ing.

One of the “tabled” measures would
increase local construction fees; two
others would provide temporary bud-
get appropriations and authorize the
borough to exceed municipal budget
appropriation limits if need be.

In other business Tuesday night,
the governing body approved a reso-
lution that transfers a local liquor
license that was once held by the
former Rocco’s Tavern on Terrill
Road.

The license has been held as a so-
called “pocket license” for several
years by Sean Flannery, who grew up
in the borough and now lives in
Mountainside.

Mr. Flannery and his business part-
ner, Brian Walter, a trained chef who
lives in Fanwood, plan to open a pub
and restaurant called Flannery’s on
South Avenue in the space formerly
occupied by the Havana Express res-
taurant.

Mayor Mahr, noting that she’s
waited six years to announce the new
restaurant’s opening, said, “This is
really a big moment for the Borough
of Fanwood and a big milestone for
the [downtown’s] redevelopment.”

Flannery’s is expected to open in
late June or early July and will in-
clude a “to go” service, as well.

“A few of the restaurants around
here have gotten a little corporate,”
said Mr. Walter; he said Flannery’s
will be a casual Irish pub with a

Voters to Decide School Budgets,
Contested Races in Four Towns

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Boards of Education
(BOE) are anxiously awaiting this
Tuesday’s annual school election to
see whether school budgets will pass
or not, following cuts of 80 to 90
percent of school aid from the state.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, resi-
dents will decide the fate of a $75
million tax levy to support an $81-
million spending plan — $77.2 mil-
lion of which is for operating ex-
penses. The proposed tax levy is $3.8
million over last year’s $71,122,752.

If the budget passes, taxes would
rise $439 for an average assessed
home in Fanwood of $84,595, a 7.18-
percent increase from last year, and
$299 on the average assessed home
of $122,400 in Scotch Plains, repre-
senting a 4.32-percent increase.

Fanwood residents will vote for

one of three candidates for a three-
year seat on the BOE between incum-
bent Amy Winkler, Michael Lewis
and Christopher Pflaum. Incumbent
Rob O’Connor is running unopposed
for the year remaining on the seat of
former board member Sasha Slocum.

Incumbents Nancy Bauer and
David Gorbunoff are unopposed in
their quest for reelection to seats rep-
resenting Scotch Plains.

Westfield residents will vote on an
$81.4-million tax levy in support of
an $89-million budget. The budget
proposes about a 4-percent overall
increase in property taxes, including
debt service, and reflects a $4.2-mil-
lion reduction in state aid. The 4-
percent increase is based on $84 mil-
lion in taxes, which includes debt
service previously approved by vot-
ers through bond referendums.

Voter will also decide a four-way

race for school board. The board’s
president and vice-president, Ginny
Leiz and Julia Walker, respectively,
and finance chairman Richard
Solomon are opposed by Mitch Slater.

In Mountainside, residents are be-
ing asked to approve a $14-million
school tax, which would cost the av-
erage homeowner $171 more per year.
Officials said 100 percent of the in-
crease is due to an increase in tuition
for students attending Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights. School aid to the borough
was cut $742,000 to $38,409.

The borough also has a five-candi-
date race for three slots on school
board this year. Seeking the seats are
incumbent Carmine Venes; his daugh-
ter, Lauren Elmblad; James Luban,
Marilyn Atlas-Berney and Christo-
pher Minks. Gene Nagel and Richard
Haggar are not seeking reelection.

Garwood residents will vote on a
$6.5-million tax levy to help fund a
total spending plan of $8.3 million,
which includes the temporary clos-
ing of Washington School. The tax
levy is up $251,187 over last year, or
$125 on a home assessed at $100,000.
Borough voters have defeated the
school budget the last two years.

Seeking three seats on the Garwood
BOE this year are incumbents Susan
Groning and John Sullivan, Thomas
Evelina and Brendan McDermott.
Sandro Villaraut is not seeking re-
election.

Polls will be open on Tuesday from
2 to 9 p.m. except Westfield where
polls open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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School Board Elections and Budget Vote is Tuesday, April 20th

Park PTA Heads Accuse
SPFEA of Intimidation
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The presi-
dent of the Park Middle School PTA
resigned Tuesday night, following a
meeting with the PTA Council and
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Educa-
tion Association over intimidation
charges she and the Park PTA vice-
president brought against the SPFEA.

In a letter dated April 6 from the
SPFEA to the PTA Council, a copy of
which was obtained by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, the SPFEA
said it anticipated passage of a new
contract with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education (BOE)
at the board’s March 22 meeting.
Instead, the board rejected the pro-
posal after learning of a $3.8-million
cut in state aid.

“What we did not anticipate was
the very public display of animosity
and ridicule that was perpetuated by
community members who, in the eyes
of the SPFEA membership, have ties
to the PTA. In fact, the group most
outspoken against the teachers that
night hold PTA elected positions,”
according to the SPFEA letter. The
union said, while it “understood neu-
trality, [they] never fathomed a com-
plete disregard for our value and our
contributions made every day on be-
half of the students of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district.”

A second letter from the School
One PTA, also dated April 6, was sent
specifically to Maggie Savoca and
Lisa Germano, Park Middle School
PTA president and vice-president,
respectively. (Copies of the letters
appear on pages 4 and 5 of today’s
newspaper.)

“In our opinions, the leaders of the
PTA should, at the very least, remain
neutral and as spokesperson for par-
ents and teachers, perhaps even show
support for the educators of our com-
munity,” according to a copy of the
School One PTA letter. “By speaking
out in a public forum against teach-
ers, you have undermined the spirit of
cooperation and unity between par-
ents and teachers that the PTA works

so diligently to foster.”
In a response letter to the April 6

letter, Mrs. Savoca called the School
One letter to her and Mrs. Germano,
“a calculated act of intimidation on
your part and I fear that my two
children…will also bear the brunt of
this intimidation.” Mrs. Savoca said
42 “professional staff” at School One,
where her two sons attend school,
signed the letter.

“The fact that you have chosen to
single out for public reprimand two
people who have done nothing wrong
and have supported this district and
its staff for years defies logic,” Mrs.
Savoca said in her letter.

Mrs. Savoca said she was not rep-
resenting the PTA when, at the March
31 BOE meeting, she asked the BOE
and SPFEA to consider a one-year
salary freeze and start paying 1.5
percent of their salaries to offset health
care costs.

She, who, along with Mrs.
Germano, met with The Times on
Saturday, questioned whether the Park
letter was a union directive or the
teachers’ opinion. The women also
questioned whether a recent “Terrill
(Middle School) wear black for a
day” was another intimidation at-
tempt.

The SPFEA and the PTA, along
with Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Hayes, met Tuesday afternoon
to discuss the matter. Each released
statements to The Times following
the meeting.

“The PTA is not a negotiating unit
and has no comment on the ongoing
teacher negotiations within the dis-
trict,” said Jeanne Cleary, president
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA
Council. “At a recent BOE meeting,
the public was invited to make com-
ments. At that time, many commu-
nity members voiced their opinions
at the podium. No formal comment
was ever made by me or any officer
representing the SPF PTA. To do so
would be inappropriate and in viola-
tion of our by-laws. All members of
the public, speaking as private citi-


