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Clockwise, starting from top left:
– Colleen Donovan performing infant
care at the field hospital.
– With Dr. Vincent, a medical staff/
volunteer colleague.
– Reviewing an X-ray of a patient’s
hip.
– Performing wound care on a patient.
– With the camp’s OB-GYN team.

1998 WHS Graduate Treats
Haitians in Earthquake Aftermath

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Colleen Donovan,
a 1998 Westfield High School (WHS)
graduate, has a passion for disaster
medicine.

The emergency medicine resident

physician at the University of Pennsyl-
vania Hospital in Philadelphia spent two
weeks, from late February through early
March, working at the Fond Parisien
Disaster Recovery Center (DRC).

“One of the attending physicians
knew someone running the field hospi-
tal,” Dr. Donovan began as The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times spoke to her via phone
on Friday afternoon.

“I’m interested in specializing in di-
saster medicine,” the 2007 University
of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jer-
sey (UMDNJ) graduate said; however,
at present, “I don’t belong to a unit that
mobilizes in the event of a disaster.”

The DRC is run in cooperation with
the Harvard Humanitarian Initiative.
Dr. Donovan’s undergraduate degree in
Biology is from Harvard.

Before committing to the trip, she
would send extensive e-mail messages
– sometimes eight pages in length – to
the hospital director for a full status
report of the working conditions for

medical volunteers at the DRC.
She told The Leader / Times that the

Center for Disease Control has infor-
mation for relief workers on how to
prepare to utilize their skills and pre-
vent the “rescuer from becoming a
victim,” as she called it.

Dr. Donovan has made previous medi-
cal trips to Nicaragua and Belize for
similar humanitarian medical trips, but
Haiti was different for her. “I’ve never
responded to a disaster before,” she said.

She flew out on a red-eye from JFK
Airport to Santo Domingo, Dominican
Republic, then was driven with other
medical personnel another five to six
hours to Port Au Prince, then another
half-hour to the field hospital in Fond
Parisien on the grounds of the Love a
Child orphanage.

“I was very impressed. This camp is
amazing, ingenious,” she said.

The hospital was equipped with clean
(and hot) water, electricity, and even
Internet access by the time Dr. Donovan
arrived in late February.

One of her concerns with serving in
a disaster area was her health and safety.

“That’s a problem in disaster medi-
cine,” she said.” So many medical per-
sonnel want to help, but they don’t
account for their own food and shelter
needs.”

Among the supplies she took down
to use in the hospital were basics like
maxi pads and baby wipes.

“I was anxious about going down. I
went back and forth about it. I had to
have confirmation about safety and sani-
tation,” she said.

Dr. Donovan explained that medical
workers are not immune from being
assaulted or getting as ill as their pa-
tients, without proper vaccinations.

Security at the DRC consists of iden-
tification badges for workers and col-
ored bracelets for patients.

“Everyone took security seriously,”
she said. “Blue bracelets were given to
one family member for each patient;
red bracelets were given to children
whose caretaker(s) were patients; pa-
tients were also given bracelets. Visi-
tors were only permitted between 9
a.m. to 1 p.m.”

Dr. Donovan works some 60 to 80
hours a week in the E.R., so the 12- to
20-hour workdays in Haiti were rou-
tine for her.

Her Haitian mornings began at 5
a.m. with a “bucket-and-cup” shower
and a power bar for breakfast. Patient
lists for the day were given via an
iPhone application made by an infor-
mation technology volunteer at the
camp.

“It was great that I knew in each row
of patients what their status was on the
iPhone I was given to use,” she recalled.

At 7 a.m., the medical director ran
a staff meeting to update the volun-
teers on important daily details such
as when a helicopter transport was set
to arrive and the schedule of non-
family visitors.

The orphanage’s property has one
road in and out, as well as a nine-foot
wall around the area. There is a nearby
Internally Displaced Person (IDP)
camp, called Camp Hope, for Haitians
who were forced to leave their home-
towns for a safer living space. This is
where the non-injured family members
are staying while patients are treated at
the DRC.

Dr. Donovan’s patients were divided
into two main categories: plastics and
orthopedic.

“In an earthquake, the most common
injuries are deep flesh wounds or bone/
crush injuries from objects falling on
patients, as there’s no place for shelter
during an earthquake,” she said.

Plastics patients often receive a skin
graft from their thigh to cover the deep
flesh wound on their body.

For amputee patients, like one 18-
year-old whom Dr. Donovan treated,
the transition to life with a prosthetic
leg is a challenge at first. Two prosthe-
sis companies came down to the DRC
to help outfit patients with new legs.

She described the young man “freak-
ing out when he first saw one of the
prosthesis company reprenstatives, who
is an amputee himself, jumping around
and getting work done. You could see
his reality change into ‘I can do that.’”

The prosthetic company hopes to
train Haitian amputees, like the young
man Dr. Donovan treated, to learn how
to fit others for a prosthetic.

“I’m really glad I went down and
so thankful. I anticipated something
else and was pleasantly surprised,”
the doctor shared.

After returning to Philadelphia, “I
needed time to process what I saw
and did in order to describe it to you,”
she admitted. “I felt bad leaving, but
I had obligations to my patients in
Philadelphia. We made a lot of
progress.”

The outstanding example of the
DRC in Fond Parisien is an experience
Dr. Donovan hopes to re-create one
day when she runs her own disaster
medicine field hospital.

For more information on how to
the support the DRC, which is facing
financial challenges due to a lack of
promised government money, go to
the Harvard Humanitarian Institute’s
website: hhi.harvard.edu.

Paper Mill Reaches
For the Stars in May
MILLBURN – Paper Mill

Playhouse’s “Reaching for the Stars,”
a celebration of its 72nd year, will be
held on Thursday, May 13.

Every year, the celebration attracts
considerable amounts of attention and
support from donors and patrons
across the state.

This year, former Governors
Brendan Byrne and Thomas Kean
will be presented with the first ever
Byrne-Kean Arts Advocate Award.

Additional honorees, special guests
and entertainment will be announced
shortly.

For information or tickets, call (908)
322-1100.

Superbowl Champion Trades
In Shoulder Pads for Tuxedo

Susan Hamburger Lampoons
Politics as Usual in Her Exhibit

Susan Hamburger’Susan Hamburger’Susan Hamburger’Susan Hamburger’Susan Hamburger’s “The Low Road”s “The Low Road”s “The Low Road”s “The Low Road”s “The Low Road”

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Affairs of the state meet art
in “Playing Politics,” a multimedia ex-
hibit by Susan Hamburger currently on
display at Union County College’s
(UCC) Tomasulo Gallery.

Using ornamentation based on the
17th and 18th century Churriguera,
Reveillon and Spode designs, Ms. Ham-
burger has created an array of work that
comments on American politics from
both the national and international per-
spectives.

Ms. Hamburger will visit the
Tomasulo Gallery on Monday, April
12, at 2:30 p.m. to speak about her
work.

One of Ms. Hamburger’s artistic tools
is paperclay – a molding material that
does not have to be kiln-fired to keep its
shape.

In “The Cabinet,” Ms. Hamburger
presents faux-paperclay dinnerware
plates of various diameters, depicting
former members of the Bush Adminis-
tration as of 2008.

In a play on words used to further
emphasize her point, Ms. Hamburger

has set her collection in a faux-Geor-
gian-style cabinet.

“Ladies of the Right” is a faux tea
service that features, according to the
artist, “portraits of right-wing female
pundits and politicians [like Phyllis
Schlafly and Anita Bryant] who largely
disavow feminism while benefiting
from the advancements gained for
women by the feminist movement.”

Ms. Hamburger’s commentary also
extends to political scandals, sex scan-
dals and Ponzi schemes.

“The Low Road” is a triptych acrylic
on paper collage that emphasizes –
with small portraits – Eliot Spitzer,
John Edwards and Charles Ponzi.

Not to be left out are Bernard Madoff,
R. Allen Stanford, Art Nadel and Nicho-
las Cosmo, all of whom are portrayed
in a pair of acrylic panels Ms. Ham-
burger titled “The Cons.”

Both “The Low Road” and “The
Cons” have as their templates the French
designer Reveillon’s wallpaper panels.

The contrast engages the viewer by
asking if these dirty-deed doers, whose
miniature photo medallions are inter-
twined in the wallpaper, are portrayed

in all their glory or hung in effigy.
On the international front, Ms. Ham-

burger comments on the Iraq War in her
oil on canvas, “It’s Not a Job, It’s an
Occupation.”

This piece, patterned after the Croome
Court Tapestry on display at the Metro-
politan Museum of Art in New York,
contains medallions of two of Saddam
Hussein’s overthrown palaces.

Like “The Cons” and “The Low
Road,” the stark contrast between the
beautiful Boucher- inspired background
of the panels and the symbols of chaos
evoked by the medallions is provoca-
tive.

Ms. Hamburger believes the media
she works in “are used toward illusion-
istic ends and speak to the fragility of
objects and the sometimes-misleading
nature of appearances.”

All of the pieces shown in “Playing
Politics” were completed during the
last three years, mostly during the Bush
administration.

In “Playing Politics”, “Susan Ham-
burger brings together her formidable
painting skills and keen wit to create
beautiful and intriguing artworks that
are a must-see,” said Valeri Larko, di-
rector of the Tomasulo Gallery.

“Playing Politics” runs at Tomasulo
Gallery until Saturday, April 17.

The gallery is located in the Kenneth
Campbell MacKay Library building
on UCC’s Cranford Campus.

For more information, call the gal-
lery at (908) 709-7155.

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Super Bowl cham-
pion Bill Ard freely admits that classi-
cal music might not be his forte, but
when the Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra (WSO) tapped him to take part in
Sunday’s festivities, he could not turn
down the opportunity.

At 4 p.m., at the Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, the WSO will present
Stars of Tomorrow, a fantasy-filled youth
concert for the en-
tire family. De-
signed to foster a
love of music and a
lifetime of partici-
pation in the musi-
cal arts, this concert
features Benjamin
Britten’s Young
Person’s Guide to
the Orchestra, as
well as the Grand
Finale of the 2010
Tri-state youth con-
certo competition,
in which the audi-
ence will have the opportunity to vote
to help select this year’s winner.

Mr. Ard, who lives in Watchung and
is the senior vice-president of wealth
management at Morgan Stanley Smith
Barney in Westfield, will narrate The
Young Person’s Guide to the Orches-
tra, which, according to the WSO, “is
one of the most exciting introductions
to orchestral music for young people.”

The former New York Giant left guard
will take the audience on a guided tour
of the orchestra sections, offering de-
scriptions of the tone colors and sounds
made by each instrument – from the
mellow clarinet to the booming tuba.

While the event is meant to be in-
structional for children, Mr. Ard said it
has been a “learning experience” for
him as well. Although he “loves” mu-
sic, he said, his experience in the clas-
sical-music arena is limited; in addi-
tion, this concert will be the first time
he has seen the WSO perform live.

“It’s a win-win,” he said to The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times in a phone in-
terview. “It’s great for both of us to
learn.”

Mr. Ard also admitted that it is “kind
of funny” to imagine a “barbaric ex-
sports guy dressed in a tuxedo talking
about what string instruments do... I
understand what the angle was; it’s a
pretty smart angle.”

While he is “brand new” to the sym-
phony society, Mr. Ard is no stranger to
Keith Hertell, honorary WSO trustee;

the two gentlemen
have known each
other for 25 years
and are regulars at
Robert Treat Deli
on Quimby Street.

Mr. Ard said he
was walking by the
deli one morning
when Mr. Hertell
and WSO Music
Director David
Wroe were meet-
ing inside and dis-
cussing who should
narrate the Britten

work. Lo and behold, their answer ar-
rived that morning, and the two waved
at Mr. Ard, who was later drafted for the
gig.

When The Leader/ Times suggested
to the starting guard on the Superbowl-
winning 1986-1987 Giants that this
might be his version of the “Superbowl
Shuffle,” he laughed.

“It’s a much more civilized shuffle,”
he quipped.

Right now, he is practicing reading
from his script for Sunday’s concert. He
hopes the family nature of the event will
bring out not only a large crowd, but his
family as well; he expects his children,
wife and sister to be in attendance.

“I’ve listened to the real version [of
the narration], and it’s a good listen...
It’s a feel-good thing. It’s light, fun and
good for all,” he concluded.

Tickets, from $25 to 70, may be
purchased at the WSO office (224 East
Broad Street), the Town Book Store in
Westfield and Martin Jewelers in
Cranford, or by calling (908) 232-9400.

Wojcik’s New Work
Premieres in Ridgewood

WESTFIELD – The premiere mu-
sical performance of Raymond
Wojcik’s new work, “Between
Worlds,” commissioned by the Pali-
sades Virtuosi (palisadesvirtuosi.org),
will take place on Saturday, April 10,
at 8 p.m. at the Ridgewood Unitarian
Society, located at 113 Cottage Place
in Ridgewood.

In an e-mail to the press, Mr. Wojcik,
a Westfield High School teacher, said,
“This is a deeply personal work cast
in a single movement, 20 minutes in
duration and intensely emotional. Its
essential trajectory is the myriad
stages of grief and finally transcen-
dence.”

He continued, “I am honored to be
[commissioned] by the Palisades Vir-
tuosi and [privileged] to have artists
of their [caliber] re-creating my mu-
sic. I hope you can come and hear it.”

To learn more, visit
raymondwojcik.com.

New York Giant / WSO Narrator Bill Ard


