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House GOP Candidates Must be Bold
On Accountability and Transparency

By Lon Hosford
Republican for Congress

Wishing for statesmen who extol
public virtue is not going to change
Congress. Congress is filled with that
lot. We need candidates ready with
bold actions for Congressional account-
ability and transparency.

A February Rassmussen poll shows
only 21 percent of Americans believe
the government has the people’s con-
sent. Seventy-one percent think the
government is a special interest group
and 70 percent believe the government
and business work together against con-
sumers and investors.

This is a symptom of elected offi-
cials’ disregard for the Constitution.
The document is treated as an out-of-
date yellowed parchment unsuited for
modern times. The few short simple
pages of our Constitution are buried by
2,000- and 3,000-page unreadable con-
voluted bills passed in secrecy on week-
ends and holidays.

Elected officials take an oath to up-
hold the Constitution. This is not an
ancient oath formality that unbinds them
from accountability, transparency and
ethics of office.

What is in those seemingly antiquated
pages? Your protection from tyranny
we now witness. It holds simple rules
that give you the power against a Presi-
dent who opposes Americans with a
“bring it on” tyrannical demeanor. The
Constitution is power in your hands to
make Congress govern with your con-
sent. No matter whom you elect, bind-
ing their actions to the Constitution is
your only protection and duty.

I propose the following for 2010
Congressional candidates:

All bills in Congress include a pre-
amble citing the section of the Consti-
tution authorizing all parts of the pro-
posed law and require a public floor
debate and vote on the Constitutional
merits before debating and voting on
the merits of the bill. If the Constitu-
tional merits of a bill do not pass, the
bill is dead.

Read aloud all bills in Congress and
publish on an accessible website 72
hours before debate or vote.

Increase the 72-hour time limit by 15
minutes for each page of a bill over 72
pages.

When any amendment takes away
from the original text of the bill, reset

the time limits and the required debate
on its Constitutionality.

All bills require a one-page sum-
mary of every action and effect in-
tended.

All bills be debated and voted upon
during weekdays between 11 a.m. and
8 p.m.

Require a public affirmation on the
floor that all members of Congress
have read the bill before final vote.

Consolidate the budget of the United
States into three categories on one set of
books. First, the “Constitutionally Au-
thorized Budget,” including only items
specifically enumerated in the Consti-
tution. Second, the “Programs Funded
By Citizen Contributions,” including
Social Security, Medicare and Medic-
aid. All other items are classified as
“Delegate to State and Local Govern-
ments.”

Do not make 2010 a repetition of
selecting those with a story extolling
public virtue. We all have those stories.
Choose a candidate prepared to pro-
mote and protect the Constitution be-
yond an oath and a good life story.

More information is available on my
campaign at
lonhosfordforcongress.org.

Ruth Messinger to Speak
On Haiti Relief Efforts

WESTFIELD – Ruth Messinger,
president of American Jewish World
Service (AJWS), will speak at Temple
Emanu-El during Friday night ser-
vices on April 16 at 7:45 p.m. about
sustainable relief efforts in Haiti.

AJWS is a faith-based interna-
tional human rights organization
that works to alleviate poverty, hun-
ger and disease in developing coun-
tries. The work of AJWS’ grants
department is guided by the recog-
nition that community development
and lasting peace in Haiti will never
be achieved without strong efforts
to build a civil society.

Following the earthquake on
January 12, which took a devastat-
ing toll in loss of life and property
damage, AJWS began to provide
general emergency relief grants to
meet the immediate needs of com-
munities affected by the disaster.
In his speech at the national prayer
breakfast on February 4, President
Barack Obama commended AJWS
as an example of the “compassion
and decency of the American

people” following the earthquake
in Haiti.

Ms. Messinger has been president
of AJWS since 1998 and a national
leader in the movement to end the
genocide in Sudan. She also served
on the New York City Council and as
Manhattan Borough president.

Funds from the Union for Re-
form Judaism’s Haiti Relief Fund
have been allocated toward AJWS
programs in Haiti. For further in-
formation on AJWS, or to make a
contribution to AJWS’ Haiti relief
efforts, visit ajws.org/haiti.

Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield. For
more information, contact Carolyn
Shane, Temple Emanu-El executive
director, at (908) 232-6770, exten-
sion no. 114, or cshane@tewnj.org,
or visit tewnj.org.
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Learn to Communicate
Effectively at Workshop

WESTFIELD – In this age of mass
communications, it is crucial to
know how to communicate ideas
effectively to others. Students who
enroll in the 2010 Westfield Sum-
mer Workshop (WSW) will be given
that opportunity through various
courses offered in the Communica-
tions Department.

Written and oral expression are
highlighted in Debate Team, a class
for students in grades 6 to 8, which
will help them build self-confidence
and public-speaking skills. Here,
they will demonstrate their persua-
sive techniques in this approach to
argumentation.

The Mock Trial course, in sepa-
rate sections for grades 4 to 6 and 6
to 8, will show participants how to
prepare court cases and become law-
yers, witnesses, judges and jurors.

Returning to the WSW will be
Gecko Kids Creative Computer Stu-
dio, which will again offer the Art
of Book Making on the Computer.
Age-appropriate classes, for those
in grades 2 to 3 and 3 to 4, will guide
students in using art software pro-
grams to create their own online
storybooks.

Young writers, in grades 2 and 3,
will discover the joys of writing, as
they become authors and illustra-
tors of their own poems and stories
in Pencil Pals.

Another course, for participants
in grades 2 and 3, will be Puppetry
Playhouse. In this class, students
will combine their various talents to
design puppets, write a script and
make their characters come to life
in their own puppet productions.

In Imagination Express, new to
the WSW schedule this year, chil-
dren, in grades 2 and 3, will read a
story or poem, write about it, act it
out and create a related project.

Courses involving television and
animation skills have been designed

for middle elementary and junior
high school students. TV Produc-
tion, in separate courses for grades 4
to 6 and 5 to 8, will show students
how to use camera moves and spe-
cial effects in their own productions.
They will write and record their own
commercials and newscasts.

Those in grades 5 to 8 will use
clay figures and ordinary objects to
learn basic animation with flipbooks
and thaumatropes in the Video Ani-
mation course.

The Communications Department
joins other departments in the WSW
to offer courses in arts, crafts, dance,
drama, kaleidoscope, music, the-
ater and musical theater for pre-
schoolers to those in grade 8.

The Summer Stage Theater, for
actors in grades 6 to 12, will present
the musical Barnum, which traces
the journey of P. T. Barnum from
sideshow huckster to his collabora-
tion with James Bailey to form “The
Greatest Show on Earth.” No audi-
tion is needed to be part of the cast.

The 2010 WSW will begin on
Tuesday, June 29, and continue un-
til Friday, July 30, at Roosevelt In-
termediate School, located on Clark
Street in Westfield.

The workshop day will run from
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., with op-
tional early morning drop-off at 7:30
a.m., and an Afternoon Adventures
program provided in conjunction
with the Westfield Area “Y.”

The WSW staff consists of
degreed and/or certified teachers
and professionals who guide the
students in their pursuit of the arts.
A registered nurse is on staff during
the regular morning hours.

For information on the Westfield
Summer Workshop, and a complete
16-page, full-color brochure, inter-
ested individuals may call (908) 518-
1551 or log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

WF’s Spero Inducted
Into Phi Theta Kappa
WESTFIELD – Jared Spero was in-

ducted into the Iota Xi Chapter of Phi
Theta Kappa at Union County College
in early March.

The society serves to recognize and
encourage the academic achievement
of two-year college students and pro-
vide opportunities for individual growth
and development through honors, lead-
ership and service programming.

Students must rank in the top 20
percent of the class to be invited to
membership in Phi Theta Kappa and
must maintain high academic standing
during their enrollment in the two-year
college.

Jared, from Westfield, majoring in
communications, is the son of Ken and
Corey Spero of Westfield.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

ROOSEVELT TAKES SECOND — Seventh-grade students from Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield react during the UnitedHealthcare Health
Bee  March 11 at the Westfield Area “Y.” The students finished in second place,
winning $500 for their school as part of UnitedHealthcare’s program to help
combat childhood obesity.
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Scotch Plains . . . TO BE BUILT OR LOT! Your dream plans or
the builder’s plans. Cooper Rd. area. Approx 1.5 acre of premier
level, wooded property at end of cul-de-sac.  Has final approval
for site plan. Survey available. House can be up to 6500 sq.ft., 5/
6 Bedrooms, 3 car garage, exceptional floor plan, designer kitchen
& custom appointments.  Land is also available separately for
$699,000.  House and land: $1,800,000.
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Scotch Plains . . . Move right into this pristine 9 RM, 4 BR, 2 ½ BTH
Colonial on Cul de Sac. LR with 2 story ceiling with skylight, formal
DR with chair rail, mirrored wall and bay wndw. New KIT w/ granite
cntrs, maple cabs,  stainless steel appliance, adjacent spacious  FR
(19x13) with sliders to patio & fenced yard, Lrg MBR w/full bth &
wlk-in clst. HWDFLRS, New Rec Room. New wndws,  CAC, roof. 1
blk to NYC bus, close to all schools. Priced to sell!  $489,900.

Open House: April 11th, 1-4PM • 3 Malanga Court

FW Performance Series
Set to Kick Off Season
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Arts

Council and Mayor Colleen Mahr
announced the second season of the
Fanwood Performing Arts Series.

The new season will begin on April
10 at 7 p.m. at the Patricia M. Kuran
Cultural Center. The spring series
will also include performances on
May 8 and June 12.

Last season, six concerts were pre-
sented between April and November.
These concerts ranged in style from
classical, baroque and jazz to blue-
grass and folk. The concerts featured
both local musicians as well as per-
formers from outside the tri-state area.

The April performance will feature
Tom Bowes and Kathy Moser. Mr.
Bowes, a noted vocalist and
songwriter, was the lead singer of the
group Tower of Power. Ms. Moser is
a songwriter, performer, teacher and
social artist, working to bring change
to the world through music.

Refreshments will be sold on the
patio before the performance and dur-
ing the intermission.

The suggested donations for the
Fanwood Performing Arts Series are
$7 ($5 for seniors and students); park-
ing is free, and the refreshments are
inexpensive.

To learn more, visit
fanwoodperformanceseries.org.

BH’s Vautin Accepted
Into Honor Society

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Rachael
Vautin, daughter of Scott and Jeanne
Vautin of Berkeley Heights, was re-
cently accepted into Phi Eta Sigma, the
national freshman honor society at
Salisbury University.

Rachael is a freshman majoring in
international business. She is a dean’s
list student and a 2009 graduate of
Governor Livingston High School in
Berkeley Heights.


