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Cougar Softballers Hold Off SPF Raiders, 4-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cougars Butt Oratory, 14-3, in Boys Lacrosse
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Sheehan, another returning starter
who has committed to Farleigh
Dickinson University, should also be
quite an asset this season. Seniors
Vincent Fitzgerald (long stick
midfielder/attacker) and Matt
Fernandi will also play in the midfield.
Juniors Matt Nunziato and Luke
Diano, and sophomore JR Rubin will
be on the attack.

“Michael will step into a more
prominent role. He is bigger and faster.
He has really come into his own in the
off-season. He has developed a much
better shot and has a good feel and

sense for the game,” said coach
Reinoso.

Junior returning starter Will Bender
will head a defensive unit that in-
cludes seniors Kyle Floyd and Mike
Kelly. Bender will also be taking some
face-offs.

“He is an excellent, very talented
defenseman. He is helping those who
are stepping into varsity roles around
him on defense,” coach Reinoso said.

Juniors Bob Anstatt and Gerry
Yotcoski will defend the goal.

DiGiovanni definitely led the at-
tack against the Rams, firing in five
goals. His first two goals came in the
first quarter as he confidently charged
down the center and flicked them in
from 10 yards out. He added a wrap-
around goal and a left-handed slam in
the second quarter, then he ripped in
his fifth goal early in the third quarter
before resting the remainder of the
game.

“We knew we were a little stronger.
Mike [Sheehan] and I talked to the
coaches. We knew we had to get them
in the first half then get a rest, play the

younger kids and figure out the rest of
our strategy for GL [Governor
Livingston] on Saturday [April 3],
because that is going to be a real
competition,” DiGiovanni said. “To-
day, we just tried to work the offense,
not do anything fancy yet, because we
are still getting our players together.
Today, we did a run-and-gun game.”

Sheehan also stuck to the game
plan of a employing a blitzkrieg of-
fense in the first quarter where the
Cougars seized a 5-0 lead.

“This game we looked to play our
big players, DiGiovanni and me, the
first two quarters to get a lead. Then
once we get that big lead, we were
going to work in our younger guys,
some of our freshmen, some of sopho-
mores just so they are ready if we
need them for harder games during
the season,” Sheehan explained.

Both of Sheehan’s goals in the quar-
ter came from straight-on shots from
10 yards out. He also added a pair of
assists.

“I saw the openings. There was a
part of me that said, ‘don’t shoot!

Let’s work it around,’ but at the end of
the day, you’ve got to pull the trig-
ger,” he said.

Rubin intercepted a Ram toss and
converted it to a goal in the first
quarter then assisted Nunziato’s slam
dunk goal late in the second quarter to
give the Cougars a 9-0, halftime lead.
Nunziato also scored the first goal of
the second quarter.

After DiGiovanni scored to start
the second half, Joe Nunn scored the
Rams’ first goal to make the score 10-
1. Cougar midfielder Keith Meise, on
an assist from freshman Tom
Fitzgerald, answered with a goal.
Minutes later Fitzgerald netted a pair
of goals within seconds of each other.
Junior attacker Colin Stradon, assisted
by Meise, scored the Cougars’ final
goal. Rams Nick Baressi and Spencer
Forrest scored in the fourth quarter.

The Cougars out-shot the Rams,
31-14 and held a 13-6 edge in face-
offs. They also had a hefty, 37-20 lead
in ground balls. Cougar goalie Anstatt
had four saves and Ram goalie Trenor
Turner made six saves.

“I was very happy with the way our
team played. The strategy worked the
way we wanted it to. Oratory has
vastly improved from last year,” coach
Reinoso said.
Oratory 0 0 1 2 3
Cranford 5 4 5 0 14

Raider Aysia Peterson singled and
scored once and Courtney Zyla ripped
an RBI single, while Jen Kickenwicz
and Kelly Lapham each singled.

“I thought we hit fairly well today.
The best thing is, I think we will be
better. This should be far from our
best game of the season,” coach
Hulnik said.

Ravetier finished 2-for-2 with two
RBI, but the Cougars also received

punch from senior co-captains Tay-
lor D’Antico and Kelly Hardman.
D’Antico had a pair of singles, stole
a base and scored a run, while
Hardman led off the first inning with
booming solo home run, before being
held to flying out her next two at bats.
Sophomore catcher Melissa Moreno
went 2-for-3 and scored twice, sopho-
more Stephanie Bagniewski singled
and Siragusa added an RBI.

“We are so young that they have to
lead by example. Starting off the game
with a home run surely typifies what
I just said,” coach Bruno said.

“It happens sometimes, but we were
able to contain her pretty well the rest
of the game,” coach Hulnik said of
Hardman. “That’s what it is! You get
burned in the beginning then you
make the adjustment.”

Defensively, D’Antico made sev-
eral solid plays at third base, and
Hardman made a key running grab of
a sharp line drive off the bat of
Peterson in the fifth inning to prevent
a score.

“Senior leadership! Both of them
made big plays to keep us in the
game, and we expect that. Taylor is
the best third baseman in the county,
and if Kelly wasn’t a pitcher ‘slash’
centerfielder, she’s an accomplished
outfielder as well. There’s no doubt,
when a ball comes their way, it will be
caught,” coach Bruno said.

In the top of the first inning, Monroy
and Peterson each singled then Zyla
and Sebolao followed with RBI
singles. Hardman drilled her leadoff
homer over the leftfield fence.
D’Antico singled and stole second
then Ravetier ripped an RBI single to
second, tying the score.

Moreno and D’Antico singled in
the third then Ravetier advanced the
runners with a sacrifice bunt.
Siragusa’s RBI groundout to third
gave the Cougars a 3-2 lead. Moreno
singled in the fifth and Ravetier
brought her home with her RBI double
to center. In the sixth, Sebolao slashed
a double past first base, stole second
and scored on an errant throw to third.
Sc. Pl-Fanwood 200 001 0 3
Cranford 201 010 x 4

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SUCCESSFUL THEFT OF SECOND…Cranford Cougar Taylor D’Antico steals second in the first inning as Raider
shortstop Taylor Sebolao covers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Rebecca Shimonov a sophomore on the
track and field team had a great weekend at the Summit Relays. She jumped 31’
5” in the triple jump relay, placed second in the shuttle hurdle relay and was a
member of the winning 4x400 relay team.

Kent Place Girls Top
Cranford Laxers, 18-4
Highly ranked Kent Place showed

little mercy by defeating the Cranford
Cougar girls lacrosse team, 18-4, in
Summit on April 1. Elizabeth Gully
netted four goals and four assists for
1-0 Kent Place.

Baseball Cougars Tap
GL Highlanders, 5-3
Senior Pat Gilstrap tossed a four-

hitter and struck out five, while walk-
ing two, as the Cranford High School
baseball team defeated Governor
Livingston, 5-3, in Berkeley Heights
on April 1. Nick Pace tapped a single,
stole a pair of bases and scored on a
passed ball to give the 1-0 Cougars
the go-ahead run in the fifth inning.

Eric Walano went 3-for-3 for the
Cougars. Kevin Stumpf blasted a solo
home run for the Highlanders and
John Jennings added an RBI.

Softball Cougars Nip
Pope John, 3-2

Sophomore catcher Melissa
Moreno slashed a two-run single in
the third inning to give the Cranford
High School softball team a 3-1 cush-
ion en route to a 3-2 victory in the
championship game of the Cougar
Classic in Cranford on April 3. Webb Gets All-Group

Third Team in Hoops
Cranford High School senior Jamie

Webb recently received All-Group 3,
Third Team honors in girls basketball
by The Star-Ledger. Westfield Blue
Devil Diana Venezia was named to
the All-Union County (UC) First Team
and Webb was named to the All-UC
Second Team.

Westfield Blue Devil Pat Sabatino
was named to the All-UC Second
Team in boys basketball, while
Cranford Cougar Will Green and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider
Charles Oliver received All-UC Third
Team honors.

Cougar Snacks:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXERCISING CONTROL ON THE MOUND…Cougar freshman pitcher Julie
Siragusa fanned nine Raiders and walked none in the 4-3 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR SENIOR LEADERSHIP…Cranford Cougar  seniors Vincent Fitzgerald, left, Michael Sheehan, center, and
Steve DiGiovanni are looking to have an exciting and successful season in boys lacrosse.
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Highlanders Pounce
On Softball Cougars
The Governor Livingston High

School girls softball team scored four
runs in the top of the fourth inning to
extend a 3-2 lead to a 7-2 victory over
the Cranford Cougars in Cranford on
April 1. Nicole Koszowski and Sam
Frungillo sparked the fourth inning
with a pair of RBI each. Nicole
Ravetier had two hits, an RBI and a
run scored for the Cougars.

Delbarton Nine Tops
Baseball Cougars, 8-4
The Delbarton Green Wave jumped

on freshman pitcher Ryan Williamson
with seven runs in the first four in-
nings and went on to claim an 8-4
victory over the Cranford Cougars in
Morris Township on April 3. Greg
Matlosz drilled a two-run double and
Keith Powell punched an RBI single
for the 1-1 Cougars.
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