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Union Lady Softballers Edge
Blue Devils, 2-1, in Opener

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider Baseball Nine Unload
Muscle on Cardinals, 16-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

fell asleep after that inning, but that
right fielder made a great catch on
that.”

Coach MacDonald was correct.
Kardys buckled down in the next six
innings, allowed no more walks and
only a hard double to Aronson, while
striking out seven.

Blue Devil pitcher Nicki Schmeider
tossed a five-hitter, struck out two
and allowed four walks, but two of

those walks took its toll when the 1-
0 Farmers capitalized on them with a
run in the fifth and another in the
sixth.

“I cannot complain about the way
Nicki pitched today. She pitched very
well,” coach MacDonald said. “She
let up four hits. I say three of which
were hit very softly. The one thing,
she was pitching behind batters and
gave up a few too many walks, but she
kept us in the game. That’s something
to build on.”

The Blue Devils were hitting the
ball sharply against Kardys, but three
of their four hits came in the first
inning.

“I am not worried about our of-
fense. We are going to hit any pitcher
all year long. These girls are very
confident in that. What they need to
know is you can’t rest on one run. You
can’t fall asleep, and you got to keep
building and put pressure on them.
We stopped doing that, and that’s
how we lost the game,” coach
MacDonald said.

Aronson was 2-for-2 coming into
her third at bat, but Kardys figured
out her weakness and it came in the
way of changeups to record a
strikeout.

“Three changeups in one at bat.
That is not something that Amanda
does often. In fact, I don’t think I
remember seeing her throwing one
changeup last year,” said coach
MacDonald. “But that’s the sign of a
great pitcher. You know your batter,
and you know that last time she won
out twice, and now you got to switch
it up, and she’s willing to do that even
though it’s not her forte.”

The Blue Devils also exhibited fine
fielding, especially for a season
opener, and had no errors.

“We didn’t make one error. We
made every play. Even some ques-
tionable throws, we were able to pick
each other up,” coach MacDonald
said. “There were a couple of bad
throws on some bunts with Meg
Boersig covering first and Sara
Connery covering first, they made
the picks. That’s what it comes down
to.”
Union 000 110 0 2
Westfield 100 000 0 1
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Tom Baylock said.
The Raiders, who totaled 12 hits,

swiped seven bases and walked five
times, took a 4-0 lead in the bottom of
the first inning on a bases-loaded
two-RBI single by Mike Ridge (2-
for-4, triple, 5 RBI, run scored), an
RBI sacrifice fly by Marcus Rivera
and an RBI single by Rick Shevlin.

The Raiders added three runs to
take a 7-0 lead in the second. Taylor
Schon cracked a long single to left
field and Binkiewicz (3-for-3, 3 RBI)
ripped an RBI single to center. Ridge
followed with an RBI sac fly to left
and scored on an infield miscue.

After Binkiewicz struck out the
side in the top of the third, Cardinal
pitcher Randy Infante had little luck
in the bottom of the inning as the
Raiders unloaded more four runs. Joe
D’Annunzio chopped a single to left,
slipped into second and scored on
Binkiewicz’s double to center. Next,
John Maxwell worked a free pass and
Binkiewicz successfully dashed home
on an infield bobble. Rivera stepped
to the plate and peppered a two-run
single to make the score 11-0.

In the fourth inning, with Cardinal
Emerson Jones in relief, the Raiders
read his pitches well and rapped five
more runs, including RBI singles from
D’Annunzio, Binkiewicz, Maxwell
and a two-run triple off the ‘metal
stick’ of Ridge. In the top of the fifth,
with the pods full of Cardinals and
two-outs, D’Angelo reared back and
delivered his fastball for the strikeout
to preserve the shutout.

“Our bats came alive, we were able

to get a comfortable lead and we were
able to do some things. We brought in
freshman James (D’Angelo) to work
some things out so that, when we
need him in a big spot, he’ll be ready
to go,” said coach Baylock. “I think
our lineup is pretty deep and we have
confidence in all nine batters, which
is a luxury for us. Anyone in this
lineup is capable of carrying us on
any given day. Today, everyone was
putting the bat on the ball, everyone
was into the action and making things
happen.”

“I just rear back, throw as hard as I
can for as long as I can. Today it was
fastballs, sliders and curve balls. The
team is good, so it felt good. I’m
proud to be a freshman too on this
varsity team,” said D’Angelo.
Plainfield 000 00 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 434 5x 16

CAPTURING THE CROWN...Westfield Renegades seventh grade boys travel
basketball team defeated Roselle, 67-37, to capture the Bi-County Basketball League
Playoff Championship. Pictured, left to right, are: front row, Eli Wirtshafter, James
Goldberger, Matt Catanzaro, Kevin Irving and Sean Brennan; back row, Assistant
Coaches Rich Dursee and David Wirtshafter, Danny McHugh, Jack Bunting, Danny
Mitchell, Colin Dursee, Sean Elliott and Head Coach Mark Mitchell.

UCRFC U19 A-Side Boys
Ransack Lehigh Valley, 20-0
The Union County Rugby Football

Club (UCRFC) U19 boys A-side ran
its record to 4-0 (2-0 in the METNY
U19 D1 league) with a 20-0 shutout
of Lehigh Valley U19 boys in
Bethlehem on March 28.

The A-side controlled the ball for
most of the match as Lehigh Valley
defended valiantly. However, with so
much possession, it was only a matter
of time until the A-side would get on
the scoreboard. The Jr. Mudturtles
racked up four tries, getting one each
from Mike Sheehan, Joe Ondi, Kyle

Markovitch and Zack Bascio.
In the B-side match, UCRFC rang

up a 27-0 win to even its record to 2-
2. Willie Johnson, Brandon Deitz,
Thomas Edwards, Jake Zimmerman
and Pete Ondi scored trys. Jake
Rabedeau converted one try.

In other rugby action, the UCRFC
U15 boys lost their first match of the
season, 25-10, to a strong Old Green-
wich, Conn. side. Tom Ross and Peter
Lovito each had a try. In their first-
ever match, the UCRFC U13 boys
side fell to Old Greenwich U13s, 20-
5. Kyle Burns provided the only points
for UCRFC as he scored a try in his
first rugby match.

The UCRFC U19 girls also played,
traveling to Elizabeth to battle de-
fending METNY Champions, Eliza-
beth High School. The young UCRFC
team played a tough game but even-
tually fell to the faster, stronger Eliza-
beth team, 30-0. All the teams will be
in action at home on Sunday, April
11, as they take part in Rugby Day in
Westfield at Kehler Stadium.

Lady Blue Devils Level
Highlander Laxers, 20-8

Elizabeth Cusick fired in six goals
and contributed three assists to lead
the Westfield High School girls la-
crosse team to a 20-8 victory over
Governor Livingston in Westfield on
April 1. Val Hoffman and Catherine
Frega each notched three goals for
the 1-0 Blue Devils. Sam Dowling
had two goals and an assist for the 0-
1 Highlanders.

Colin Weber Receives
Honors at TCNJ

Scotch Plains resident Colin We-
ber had a memorable football season
and career at The College of New
Jersey. His accomplishments were
rewarded following the 2009 season
as he was named to CoSIDA’s ESPN
The Magazine Academic All-District
II College Division First Team as
well as an All-New Jersey Athletic
Conference Second Team selection.

Weber played wide receiver for the
Lions earning three varsity letters.
This past season, Weber caught 35
passes for 582 yards and seven touch-
downs, ranking him fourth in the
NJAC in touchdown receptions. He
averaged 14.4 yards per catch and
58.2 yards per game (fifth best in the
NJAC).

Weber eclipsed the 100-yard re-
ceiving mark twice in 2009, includ-
ing a career-high 199 receiving yards
on six catches and touchdown recep-
tions of 71 yards and 44 yards against
Farleigh Dickinson University-
Florham. For his three-year varsity
career, he caught 81 passes for 1,166
yards and 13 touchdowns.

Weber is an interdisciplinary busi-
ness major and possesses a grade
point average of 3.34. A member of
the dean’s list, he is a TCNJ Scholar
Athlete and was also a 2008-09 All-
NJAC Academic Team Honorable
Mention selection.

WF Renegades Capture 2 League Hoops Crowns
The Westfield Renegades seventh grade boys travel basketball team

capped off the winter travel season by winning playoff championships in
both the Central Jersey League and the Bi-County League. In the Central
Jersey championship game, Westfield beat Marlboro in overtime by the
score of 52-51. In the Bi-County championship game, Westfield beat Roselle
by the score of 67-37. The Westfield Renegades finished the season with an
overall record of 42-5.

Peddie Laxers Defeat
Lady Blue Devils, 22-8
The Westfield High School girls

lacrosse team was handed a 22-8 de-
feat at the sticks of Peddie in
Hightstown on April 3. Elizabeth
Cusick and Courtney Weisse notched
three goals each for the 1-1 Blue
Devils.

Cager Venezia Gets
All-UC First Team

Westfield High School senior Diana
Venezia recently received All-Union
County (UC) First Team honors in
girls basketball by The Star-Ledger.
Cranford High School senior Jamie
Webb received All-Group 3, Third
Team honors and All-UC Second
Team Honors.

Westfield Blue Devil Pat Sabatino
was named to the All-UC Second
Team in boys basketball, while
Cranford Cougar Will Green and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider
Charles Oliver received All-UC Third
Team honors.

DASHING FOR THE TRY…Jr. U19 Mudturtle Kyle Markovitch zooms for a try
in a 20-0 victory over Lehigh Valley on March 28.

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t
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Weic he r t

Invite Kerry in,
and he’ll bring results!

Kerry McDevitt

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/11  1-5PM
738 Marcellus Drive

WESTFIELD . . . Pristine 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Split in the Washington School District. This lovely home
boasts 5 floors of living space. Large Living Room & Formal Dining Room and Sun Porch on 1st floor.
Finished recreation room with Powder Room in basement. Updates include new roof, windows and kitchen.
New landscape and quiet street complete this unique package. Directions: E. Broad to Wells St to St. Marks
Ave. to Marcellus Dr #738.

Blue Devils Defeat
Ridge in Baseball, 7-3
The Westfield High School base-

ball team improved to 2-1 with a 7-
3 victory over 1-2 Ridge in Basking
Ridge on April 5. Blue Devils Greg
Fortino and Brett Johnson scored
on an error to highlight a five-run
seventh inning. Max Fusaro had a
pair of RBI and pitcher Phil Russo
tossed six innings and allowed two
earned runs.

Annual Rugby Day Set
For April 11 at Kehler
The Union County Rugby Football

Club (UCRFC) will host its second
annual Rugby Day at Kehler Stadium
in Westfield this Sunday, April 11.
The day features a full schedule of
rugby involving all divisions of the
UCRFC program.

In addition to the rugby matches,
each match will feature a coin toss by
special guests. Information on rugby,
event tee shirts, food and drinks will
be available. For more information,
visit the UCRFC website
(www.mudturtlerugby.net) or contact
lexmaccubbin@yahoo.com.

SCHEDULE OF MATCHES:
9 AM: Three Flag Rugby matches for
Cranford, Westfield, Berkeley Heights
9:45 AM: Boys U-13 UCRFC vs Old
Greenwich RFC
10:45 AM: Boys U-15 UCRFC vs Old
Greenwich RFC
12:15 PM: Boys U-19 – “B” – UCRFC vs
New York RFC “B”
1:45 PM: Girls U-19 – UCRFC vs New
York RFC
3:45 PM: Boys U-19 – “A” – UCRFC vs
New York RFC
5:20 PM: Union County RFC Men vs
Seton Hall RFC

Colin Weber


