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Cougars Hold Off Raiders in Cougar Classic, 4-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

KERR RAPS 3 HITS, 3 RBI; MURRAY, YOUNGER SCORE

Morris Knolls Survives Scare,
Nips Baseball Blue Devils, 6-5

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Every bit of defense was needed
when Morris Knolls survived a two-
run, seventh-inning scare from the
Westfield High School baseball team
to hold on to a 6-5 victory on April 3
in Westfield.

The 2-0 Golden Eagles finished
with nine hits, including a two-run
double from Jackson Baird, scoring
Dylan Argenziano and Justin Masino.
Mound ace Marc DeFeo yielded all
nine of the Blue Devils hits, struck
out six, walked one and hit three
batters.

Blue Devil first baseman Dan Kerr
went 3-for-3, including a double and
three RBI. (Kerr, now 7-for-7 on the
season, totaled four hits in the victory
against Union). Tim Younger went 2-
for-4 with an RBI, and A.J Murray,
now with a 6-for-7 hitting record,
whacked an RBI double and took two
for the team. On the mound, senior
Rob Anderson permitted three runs
on four hits, recorded six strikeouts
and walked five during his four in-
nings. Justin White yielded three hits,
two runs, while striking out one in the
sixth, and Phil Russo finished the
game, allowing two hits, one run and
two walks.

“Rob (Anderson) had a little trouble
locating his fastball, but that happens
sometimes, and we’ll make adjust-
ments, but he was good, he was very

good. The effort he made I thought
was outstanding,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Bob Brewster said.

In the top of the first inning, Ander-
son initiated a second-to-first double
play; Murray gunned down a runner
attempting to steal second in the third,
and Matt Rivera snagged a laser at
third and fired in time in the sixth.

The 1-1 Blue Devils took a 1-0 lead
in the bottom of the first. Murray took
one for the team, and Kerr drilled his
RBI double. The Eagles put together
a single, three walks and a double to
score two runs in the third. In the
bottom of the third, Younger ripped a
long single to center and stole a base.
Murray got hit again, then Kerr
stepped to the plate and smacked a 2-
2 pitch to center that put the Blue
Devils ahead, 3-2. Morris Knolls tied
the game in the fifth when Jake Moran
scored on a passed ball.

“In the beginning of the game, I
found the strike zone. Ump gave me
a good outside corner, so AJ and I
worked the outside corner a lot. My
only regret was the three walks in that
one inning, which pushed my pitch
count really high. The pitches they hit
were hit hard, because I hung change-
ups and curve balls. I just have to get
the walks down and I’ll be happy,”
Anderson said.

“I have been catching Rob for two
years, and our chemistry is perfect.
We’re on the same page every pitch.

I call the pitch; he throws it for a
strike, basically. We try to keep all the
hitters off-balance as much as pos-
sible. I call most of the pitches, and
then if the coaches want a certain
pitch on a hitter, they’ll let me know,”
Murray said after the game.

The Golden Eagles scored two runs
in the sixth on a bases-loaded ‘hit by
a pitch’ run and a sac fly by Argenziano
then added a run in the seventh inning
on Justin Masino’s single.

Trailing 6-3, the Blue Devils put
together two runs in the bottom of the
inning. Brett Johnson singled;
Younger followed with a key RBI
single; Murray ripped an RBI double,
and Kerr worked a walk. With a Blue
Devil in scoring position, Argenziano
became a hero when he turned in a
double play.

“I liked the way our kids battled
back at the end. We had an opportu-
nity, but that’s the crazy thing about
baseball. You can hit the ball hard.
You can hit the ball soft. You can be
out either way. It’s an amazing game,”
said coach Brewster. “We hung in
there and battled right to the end. We
had the tying and winning run on
base, and that’s all you can ask. They
took advantage of things; score was
tied in the sixth inning, we made a
couple of mistakes and that’s how we
hurt ourselves. Things happen!”
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“She really hung in there. She was
very efficient today. One walk! Most
of the time, she was hitting her spots,”
coach Hulnik said.

Raider freshman Christine Monroy,
who played errorless ball at third
base, went 3-for-3 at the plate and
scored a run.

“She is a great two-strike hitter.
That’s important. You put the ball in
play, and anything can happen,” coach
Hulnik said.

Raider freshman Taylor Sebolao
had an RBI single, doubled and
scored, and also played errorless ball
at shortstop.

“She did an excellent job at short.
Defensively, we handled ourselves
very well. We were where we were
supposed to be most of the time to-
day,” coach Hulnik said.

Raider Aysia Peterson singled and
scored once, and Courtney Zyla ripped
an RBI single, while Jen Kickenwicz
and Kelly Lapham each singled.

“I thought we hit fairly well today.
The best thing is, I think we will be
better. This should be far from our
best game of the season,” coach
Hulnik said.

Ravetier finished 2-for-2 with two
RBI, but the Cougars also received
punch from senior co-captains Taylor
D’Antico and Kelly Hardman.
D’Antico had a pair of singles, stole a
base and scored a run, while Hardman
led off the first inning with a booming
solo home run, before being held to
flying out her next two at bats. Sopho-

more catcher Melissa Moreno went 2-
for-3 and scored twice; sophomore
Stephanie Bagniewski singled, and
Siragusa added an RBI.

“We are so young that they have to
lead by example. Starting off the game
with a home run surely typifies what
I just said,” coach Bruno said.

“It happens sometimes, but we were
able to contain her pretty well the rest
of the game,” coach Hulnik said of
Hardman. “That’s what it is! You get
burned in the beginning, then you
make the adjustment.”

Defensively, D’Antico made sev-
eral solid plays at third base, and
Hardman made a key running grab of
a sharp line drive off the bat of Peterson
in the fifth inning to prevent a run.

“Senior leadership! Both of them
made big plays to keep us in the
game, and we expect that. Taylor is
the best third baseman in the county,
and if Kelly wasn’t a pitcher/

centerfielder, she’s an accomplished
outfielder as well. There’s no doubt,
when a ball comes their way, it will be
caught,” coach Bruno said.

In the top of the first inning, Monroy
and Peterson each singled, then Zyla
and Sebolao followed with RBI
singles. Hardman drilled her leadoff
homer over the leftfield fence.
D’Antico singled and stole second
then Ravetier ripped an RBI single to
second, tying the score.

Moreno and D’Antico singled in
the third, then Ravetier advanced the
runners with a sacrifice bunt.
Siragusa’s RBI groundout to third
gave the Cougars a 3-2 lead. Moreno
singled in the fifth, and Ravetier
brought her home with her RBI double
to center. In the sixth, Sebolao slashed
a double past first base, stole second
and scored on an errant throw to third.
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLOWING UP PLENTY OF DIRT…Blue Devil Danny Kerr successfully executes a head-first slide into second base for a
double against Morris Knolls on April 3. Morris Knolls won, 6-5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING SAFELY INTO HOME BASE…Raider Taylor Sebolao slides safely home in the sixth inning as Cougar catcher
Melissa Moreno prepares to catch the ball. The Cougars held on to win, 4-3.
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OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/11  1-5PM

Westfield. Spacious 3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath Colonial. Features Eat-In-Kitchen, Large Living
Room with wood burning fireplace, Dining Room, hardwood floors, large Family Room,
high ceilings, new windows, 2 car detached garage, wooded lot. Directions: West Broad
Street to Rahway Avenue #1016.

COLONIAL

Cranford. Architectural Integrity & Detailed Craftsmanship! This 4,000 sq. ft. CHC to
be built by Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano is located in Westfield’s “Indian Forest”.
Offering 5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths. Amenities include: oak hardwood floors, Formal LR,
banquet size DR, 1st Floor Au-Pair/Extended Family Suite, gourmet Kit that opens to the
Great Room w/fireplace & custom built-ins. The spacious MBR Suite w/fireplace, walk-in
closets & luxurious bath along w/Finished Basement & walk-up attic.

Westfield. Beautifully maintained Cape on a deep level lot on a quiet street. 3 Bedrooms,
2 Baths, Eat-In-Kitchen with separate dining area, Family Room off Kitchen, full
basement with finished rec room, Central Air, Newer Furnace, first floor laundry and
abundant storage. Close to schools, town and NYC transportation. Directions: Central
or Summit to Marlboro #125.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/11  1-5PM

Westfield. This spectacular residence features 11 rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 5.5 Baths in a quiet
suburban locale. Combining gracious formal living with comfortable family features to suit
all your entertaining & living needs. Some of the notable features include custom ceilings,
elegant main staircase, gas fireplaces in the great room, Master BR & Master Bath, gourmet
kit with custom wood cabinetry & granite. Special contractors financing available.

CENTER HALL COLONIAL OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/11  1-5PM

Cranford. 4 BR, 2.5 Bath Split Level home situated on a quiet street. Relax in the FR
appointed with gleaming hardwood floors, crown & toe moldings. Your needs can be met
with the flexibility of a BR, playroom or office on the GL. The convenient laundry room/
mud room has an updated powder room and access to the covered paver patio and lg yd.
The first floor offers an expansive LR, DR and gourmet kit. The 2nd level offers 3
Bedroom, including a MBR w/ private bath and updated main bath. Directions:
Lexington to Denman to Morse #46.

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

Westfield. New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Many options available. Very deep
properties that are close to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder and
customize plans to create your perfect home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall
Colonials are planned. Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, & spa like retreat
Master bath are a given. Intercom, central vac, & stereo system are just a few of the many
appointments included in this gem.


