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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When It Came to Westfield,
Nobody Out-Did Brewster

The last time I saw him was on
Thanksgiving Day, at the annual
Plainfield-Westfield football game.
He was pushed by his oldest son into
Gary Kehler Stadium sitting in a
wheelchair, enjoying the game from
his own personal end zone seat, in
front of the scoreboard.

And why not? If anybody deserved
his own seat to a WHS sporting event,
it was Bob Brewster. Nobody ever
gave more to a town than Bob
Brewster gave to Westfield. In addi-
tion to the four athletic sons – Bob
Jr., Brad, Daryl and Roger – that he
and his wife Marge raised, Brewster
devoted a good portion of his waking
hours to the youth of the Old Towne.

In the 1960s, along with guys like
Joe Wiendl, Frank Ketcham, Bill
Monninger, Pat Papaccio, Bill Tay-
lor, Bob Zitch, Jim Bonner, Al
Pfeiffer, Doug Merrill, Brud Davis,
Charlie Schrope and a host of other
interested adults, he helped make the
Westfield Little Leagues – football,
basketball and baseball – the envy of
most towns in the area, providing a
steady pipeline of talent to a WHS
sports machine that was on the way
to becoming the state’s all-time
winningest program.

As he sat there on Thanksgiving
morning, he was greeted by dozens
of current and former WHS coaches
and players, or former Little League
coaches and players, some from as
far back as the 1960s and ’70s. They
all knew he was battling cancer, and
they wanted to say hello and wish
him well.

Brewster had been quite the ath-
lete during his days at Newark’s Cen-
tral High School in the 1940s. A
three-sport standout, he spent a year
before college at Newark’s St.
Benedict’s Prep, where he played for
two of New Jersey’s all-time legends
– Joe Kasberger (football) and Prof
Blood (basketball).

He was such a good all-around
athlete that he was among the first
inducted into the Newark Hall of
Fame. And, because he spent more
than half his life involved with the
youth of Westfield and supporting
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the town’s sports teams, he is also in
the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame.

Despite the full-time demands of
his job at RCA and raising a family,
Brewster somehow found time to run
the Westfield Boys Football League,
the Boys Basketball League and the
Boys Baseball League. He gave bas-
ketball clinics for the kids on Satur-
day mornings at Washington School.
He played in the Town Men’s Bas-
ketball League during the winter
months of the 1960s. He was also a
past President and longtime member
of the Westfield Booster Club. After
he stopped coaching, he could be
found with a ref’s whistle or wearing
umpire’s gear. And in 1967, along
with Papaccio, yours truly, Merrill
and Schrope, he helped start the
town’s first summer all-star teams
for 12-year-olds, a forerunner of
today’s travel teams.

“We figure our dad attended over
2,000 Westfield High School athletic
events, and probably coached around
5,000 local youth,” Daryl Brewster
wrote in an email Sunday night.

His four sons would all grow up to

compete at WHS – Bob Jr. (’68) in
football and baseball, Brad (’70) in
football, track and baseball, Daryl
(’75) in wrestling and Roger (’83) in
football and baseball. And all four
would be very successful in their lives;
Bob Jr. is currently in his 28th year as
WHS’s baseball coach.

Bob and Marge happily got to travel
to see their grandkids in action. While
Bob Jr.’s kids went to WHS, the happy
grandparents racked up miles travel-
ing down Route 31 to Hopewell Val-
ley to watch Brad’s kids, up Route 24
to Mendham for Daryl’s daughters,
and flying down to Mountain Brook,
Ala., to see Roger’s son Will develop
as a quarterback.

When the WHS Athletic Hall of
Fame was created back in 1993, Bob
was among the first people contacted
to be part of the committee. In 2008 he
became the only person to be inducted
into both the Newark and Westfield
Halls of Fame.

As part of the committee, he was
well aware of the need for brevity in
the acceptance speeches. He was al-
ways among the first to comment
when somebody went a little over his
allotted five minutes. So it was quite
a surprise – or maybe it wasn’t – when
Bob Sr.’s speech went between 10
and 15 minutes.

But who was counting? The guy
had plenty to talk about – his wife of
almost 60 years, his four wonderful
boys, their many (and talented) off-
spring … what a lucky guy he was.
Nobody was going to complain about
his lengthy speech. The man had
earned it.

And so it was a sad moment Sun-
day evening when I went online and
saw an e-mail from Daryl Brewster,
with the subject “our dad.” Knowing
what Bob Sr. had been going through,
I was hoping that maybe somebody
had discovered a cure for cancer and
Bob had taken it and was cured and
would be at the next WHS baseball
game I attended. He would be sitting
there in the front row of the bleach-
ers in his little portable chair wear-

ing the big panama hat to keep the
sun away and greet me with his usual,
“Hello there, Brucey.”

But there will be no more of those
greetings. The e-mail said that Bob
Sr. had passed away on Easter morn-
ing at the age of 81.

I hadn’t spent much time with
him last Thanksgiving morning,
because there were so many others
coming up to visit with him. Just a
quick hello, then I was off to watch
the game. And now it’s too late to
tell him … anything. How impor-
tant he was for so many kids in
Westfield. How coaching the Na-
tional League all-stars with him and
Papaccio in 1967 was the best sum-
mer of my life. We had an interest-
ing team, with C.J. Johnson, Monte
and Buzzy Turner, Jeff and Bob
Davis, Scotty Boone, Rich Jennings,
Mark Harbaugh, Mark Jackson,
Dave Bonnetti, Rob Bixler, Tom
Betz, Alan Webster, Paul Crystal

and Keith Bremer.
I remember that although we

coached the NL All-Stars, almost half
our team was guys who had been cut
by the AL All-Stars. Imagine our joy
when we played the haughty ALers at
Gumbert 1 and knocked them off.

Now Bob Brewster Sr., one of the
great Westfielders of the past half
century, is gone.

“He will be missed,” Daryl wrote.
“But we know he will continue to root
for the Blue Devils.”

WILLIAMS HONORED
Westfield resident Caroline Will-

iams was named first-team all-state
for indoor track, after winning the
state 3,200-meter championship. The
senior at Mount St. Mary Academy
in Watchung is the daughter of Skip
and Michelle Williams of
Shackamaxon Drive.

An honor student since her days at
Holy Trinity Interparochial School,
Williams is a High Honor Roll stu-
dent, editor of the school newspaper
and is going to Columbia University
this fall. She will graduate a six-time
team captain, as a junior and senior
in cross country, indoor track and
spring track.

In her “spare time,” Williams is a
summer lifeguard at Memorial Pool
and also a member of a National and
World champion Irish dancing team
that will be competing in Glasgow,
Scotland, later this month.

JOB WELL DONE
Dennis Doherty, who coached the

WHS ice hockey team to a 90-84-25
record the last eight years, has stepped
down to take a job as the coach of the
Cranston Reds, a Junior B hockey
team in Cranston, Rhode Island.

This year’s WHS team sets school
records for most wins (17) and few-
est losses (7) in a season, while quali-
fying for the state tournament for the
sixth straight year.

SPRING UPDATES
Tennis: A 4-1 win may sound domi-

nating, buta closer look at WHS’s 4-
1 win over Millburn shows a very
close match. Bothdoubles went three
sets, two singles went to a second-set
tiebreaker and theother singles had a
7-5 second set. Key win: Tom
Kowalski at No. 3 singles by a tight
6-4, 7-6 (8-6) over Jared Wishnow.

Boys lacrosse: It’s only one match,
but a 15-1 win over Livingston is a
nice start for a team trying to erase
the memory of the last two springs.
John Bohlinger (four goals, three
assists) and Connor Hewett (four
goals) led the way.

Girls lacrosse: Freshman Elizabeth
Cusick had a school record-tying 10
points (six goals, four assists) in her
varsity debut, a win over Gov.
Livingston, and added three more
goals against Peddie.

TURTLE POWER
The Union County MudTurtles will

host Rugby Day this Sunday, April
11, at Gary Kehler Stadium. There
will be games all day, from 9 a.m.
until 7 p.m.

Doing the pre-game coin flip will
be Matthew Fertig, for whom the
MudTurtles bought a wheel chair, for
the U-15 game at 10:45 a.m., Mayor
Andy Skibitsky for the U-19 ‘B’ game
at 12:15 p.m., and Alice Kehler for
the U-19 ‘A’ game at 3:45 p.m.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Westfield Subs (261 South Av-
enue East) is Danny Kerr. The junior
first baseman was 4-for-4 with seven
RBIs, including a grand salami, in a
17-2 rout of Union in the baseball
season-opener. He followed that with
a 3-for-3 on Saturday.

The Devil’s Den appears Thurs-
day in The Westfield Leader during
the school year. Contact me with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions
at bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Blue Devil Boys Grab
Kearny Relays Crown
Depth across the board surely

showed its value when the Westfield
High School boys track and field
team placed in 12 of the 15 events to
win the Kearny Relays on April 3.
The Blue Devils, who took top hon-
ors in three of the events, totaled 71
points to edge Teaneck that finished
with 66 points.

Zach Lizmi, Jack Leary, John
Kirna and Andrew Kirna crossed
first in the 4x1,600 meters with a
time of 19:06. Pat Gray and TJ
Noonan won the javelin with a total
distance of 284’7”, and Dave
Fishman and Justin Butler won the
pole vault with a height of 24’6”.

Jhakyse Williams, Andrew Gates,
Jon Henry and Kyle Star placed sec-
ond in the 4x100 with a time of 43.8.
Gates, Jon Henry, Gray and Williams
took third in the 4x200 with a time of
1:31.6. Jon Henry, Brian Henry, Kevin
Ramos and Williams finished third
in the 4x400 at 3:28.4. Brian Henry,

Nick Polak and Connor Shields
crossed third in the intermediate
hurdles with a time of 3:09.5.

Tyler Cusick, Garrett Pryor, Sam
Tooley and Mike Kelley finished
fourth in the distance medley relay
with a time of 11:15.5. Brian Henry
and Polak placed fourth in the high
jump with a height of 11’2”. B-Team
member Mike Depaola had a clear-
ance of 5’8” in the high jump. Shields
and Aswad Turner placed fourth in
the long jump with a distance of
37’2.75”. Mike Costa and Gray placed
fifth in the discus with a distance of
212’4”, and Ramos, Kelley, Jason
Isbit and Cusick finished sixth in the
4x800 with a time of 8:33.9.

The freshman/sophomore team fin-
ished second and also won three
events. Brendan Dugan, Alex Hay,
Alex Ying and Bob Ciardullo won the
4x100 and 4x200. John Kirna, Hay,
Kevin Smith and Rob Marczydlo
crossed first in the 4x800.

Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MOMENTARY SETBACK…Blue Devil midfielder Sean Scrudato reels from an
illegal goal-crease check in Saturday’s lacrosse season opener at Livingston.
Scrudato shrugged off the hit and Westfield rolled to a 15-1, victory behind four
goals each from John Bohlinger and Connor Hewett. (Scrudato had three assists).
The Blue Devil JVs followed with their own 8-0, victory over the host Lancers.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin (August 2003 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOND MEMORIES OF A GREAT PERSON…Bob Brewster, Sr., right, and The
Westfield Leader Publisher Horace Corbin chat before both would be tossing the
first pitches at a Newark Bears game on August 18, 2003.


