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Bring 

Your Family 

to Meet

Our Family!
1-888-THE CAMP

www.campriverbend.com
116 Hillcrest Road, Warren Township, NJ 07059

CAMP 
RIVERBEND

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 24

11am - 2pm

(Rain Date Sunday, April 25)

GAMES...CRAFTS...BBQ LUNCH

FUN FOR ALL!

A DAY CAMP FOR BOYS 

AND GIRLS AGES 3-14

RSVP Required

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY…Brady Longstreet and his grandmother, Mary Ann
Mason, share in the reading of a book during Catholic Schools Week last month
at Holy Trinity Interparochial School in Mountainside. Grandparents were
invited to the school and treated to a special day of activities, including song,
liturgy and food.

MERIT FINALISTS…David Heisey, principal of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS), announced that SPFHS students Sophie Chou and Zachary
Flanzman were named finalists in the 2010 National Merit Scholarship Compe-
tition (NMSC). All winners of the Merit Scholarship awards are chosen from the
finalist group, based on their abilities, skills and accomplishments.

Wilson Birthday to Include
Reunion, Balloon Launch

WESTFIELD – This year,
Woodrow Wilson Elementary School
in Westfield is commemorating the
75th anniversary of the school’s open-
ing with a variety of events and ac-
tivities.

“We are including and involving
the whole Wilson School commu-
nity, past and present, in our celebra-
tions,” said Principal Joseph Malanga.

On April 29, Wilson school chil-
dren, faculty and staff will gather for
one large panoramic photo of the
school population. Everyone will
wear commemorative T-shirts bear-
ing a design by fifth-grader Katherine
Whipple. Katherine’s design was se-
lected by popular vote among the
entire school population.

Later that same afternoon, the chil-
dren will launch 500 helium-filled
balloons into the air. Each balloon
will have a string attached, and at the
end of the string will be a small card
with the name and phone number of
Wilson School. (Balloons, strings and
cards, will all be biodegradable.)

The card will instruct whoever finds
the balloon to contact the school to let
them know where it was found. The
school will have a map of the region
and will mark each location where a
balloon landed.

The children of Wilson School are
actively involved in artistically cel-
ebrating the school. On May 1, Wil-
son parents will attend a fundraising
social at which 75 student-decorated
wooden candles will be displayed.

In addition, every child in the school
will have drawn a picture on the theme
of “What Wilson means to me.” The
images will be converted into ce-
ramic tiles, to be installed inside Wil-
son School as a permanent commemo-
ration of the school’s founding.

Third and fourth grade students are
currently designing entries in a com-
petition to develop a flag for Wilson
School. The flag design will be se-
lected later this spring and an actual
flag bearing that design will be cre-

ated next fall.
On May 13, at 7:30 p.m., Mr.

Malanga, will pay tribute to former
students, faculty and staff who have
contributed to the school’s rich his-
tory. He and the Wilson School Par-
ent Teacher Organization (PTO) are
inviting all alumni and former and
current faculty and staff back for a
Wilson School reunion.

The evening will feature a
slideshow with photos from through-
out the school’s history, light refresh-
ments and an opportunity to walk the
halls and visit old classrooms.

Alumni, as well as current and
former faculty and staff, are encour-
aged to attend the reunion and,
whether they can attend or not, to
register through the district’s website,
westfieldnjk12.org, click on
“schools” and click “Wilson Elemen-
tary,” where they can write about fond
memories and favorite teachers from
the school.

Alumni, faculty and staff can also
join the newly created Facebook
group “Woodrow Wilson Elementary
School,” where class photos going
back as far as the 1970s are posted.
The Facebook group already has over
100 members.

Those who wish to attend the re-
union, or have questions, may con-
tact Wilson’s PTO co-president,
Susana MacLean, at (908) 233-3406
or at susana.maclean@comcast.net.

Finally, on May 26, the school will
have an outdoor assembly, weather
permitting, featuring the a capella
group Ball in The House. At the end
of the concert, the performers and
school community will sing the
“Happy Birthday” song. The chil-
dren will then sing a new Wilson
School song, written and composed
by music teacher, Theodore
Hendricks.

Afterward, the children will return to
their classrooms where they will par-
take of birthday cupcakes donated by
the Garwood Shop Rite supermarket.

Pingry Announces 2010
Summer Camp Programs

MARTINSVILLE —The Pingry
School is accepting applications for
its 2010 Summer Camp, which will
take place at the Martinsville Cam-
pus from June 28 to August 6. Prices
are the same as last year, and dis-
counts are available for siblings.

Pingry offers Summer Day Camps
for boys and girls ages 3 to 13, and
each camp addresses the specific
interests and developmental needs
of the children: Nursery (ages 3 to 4
½), Junior (ages 4 ½ to 6 ½), and
Senior (ages 6 ½ to 13). The camps
are held in a safe, supervised and
non-competitive environment.

The 200-acre campus features ex-
pansive playing fields, two gyms, an
indoor 25-meter, six-lane swimming
pool, an eight-lane, all-weather track,
12 all-weather outdoor tennis courts
and a fitness center

Any athlete who wants to increase
his or her physical abilities and learn
how to avoid injuries can enroll in
the Strength and Conditioning
Camp. The campers will be taught

by professionals in the field and
learn how to design strength and
conditioning programs that are tai-
lored to meet the needs of particular
sports.

Campers will also have the oppor-
tunity to hear from experts about
sports nutrition and athletic training.

In addition to participating in the
Day Camps, boys and girls entering
Grades 4 to 12 who are looking for
academic enrichment can attend Sum-
mer School. Topics include reading,
writing, math, science, world lan-
guages and power learning.

Other Summer Camp programs
include golf, lacrosse, soccer, foot-
ball, basketball, sports and recreation
and SAT and ACT preparation.

Tours of the Martinsville Campus
will be offered on April 11, May 2,
June 6 and June 27 at 1 p.m. To
schedule a tour, request a brochure or
register for Pingry’s Summer Day
Camps, contact Joe Forte at (908)
647-5555, extension no. 1217. For
more information, visit pingry.org.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

20 Questions Not
To Ask Seniors (in April)

By ALEXA ZEPKA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Oh, March. You come in like a lion.
You go out like a lamb. And you leave
high school seniors in states of angst,
confusion or an unsettling combina-
tion of the three.

Every waking second of our days is
spent pondering life-changing deci-
sions and attempting to sketch out the
roadmaps of our futures. With so many
questions scuttling across our minds,
here are 20 that would be best if
kindly avoided.

1. Where are you going to college
next year?

Honestly, not all of us know at the
moment. Regular-decision notifica-
tions had to be sent out by April 1, so
until then, many will continue attack-
ing the mail truck and/or mail carrier
every afternoon in an anxious rush
for answers. However, I will offer a
convenient (and witty) tip to my peers
when asked this question. Simply re-
ply with the following statement: “I
plan to attend the University of Un-
decided.”

2. How many schools did you end
up applying to?

The average is about seven, so if
you respond with considerably less
or more than this number, it may
sound odd. Stick with lucky seven,
unless you would experience a confi-
dence boost by uttering 10 or 15.

3. Do you still have your SAT/ACT
practice books?

Yes. They’re under my bed. And I
plan on keeping them there.

4. Speaking of the SAT and ACT,
how many times did you take them
both?

Many more than what was neces-
sary.

5. Which one of them is better?
If standardized tests aren’t your

strong suit  (and they’re surely not
mine), this could be a tricky one. Try
pretending that you are choking or
quickly change the subject.

6. What were your scores?
There are some things in life that

we just want to forget. This would be
one of those things.

7. Were you accepted to your top
college choice?

Maybe. Maybe not.

8. What is your GPA?
Well, it is simply an abbreviation

for “grade point average.”

9. Did you receive any impressive
scholarships to college?

For some people, “impressive”
might mean “worthy of discussion,”
and college discussion is tremen-
dously boring and overrated at this
point. How ‘bout them Yankees?

10. When are you going to begin
studying for finals?

Awkward silence.

11. How do you feel about parking
at Westfield High School?

Warning: this will lead to an angry,
hour-long rant.

12. Are you aware of the fact that
high school senioritis can be detri-
mental to one’s success rate at the
collegiate level and beyond?

Yes, but it is still difficult to avoid.
It is an epidemic that is beyond our
control; it is an inevitable natural
occurrence.

13. Did you know that there are still
three months left until graduation?

Unfortunately, I do.

14. What was your grade on the
JRP (junior research project)?

The grade was not too exciting or
important. The total number of hours
spent on the project, however, is defi-
nitely worthy of the “Guinness Book
of World Records.”

15. On a scale of 1-10, 10 being the
best, how much did you enjoy your
high school experience?

A response to this question will
provide the inquirer with inaccurate
information, as the scale does not
begin in the negatives.

16. Was sophomore year really the
forgotten year?

Yes, it was. And it should remain
forgotten.

17. Did you and your parents fill
out all of the financial-aid forms?
Those needed to be handed in about a
month ago.

Actually, yes, but we found out that
they were due the night before. That
was…memorable.

18. Did the guidance department
truly guide you?

No, not too much. Why? Was that
what it was supposed to do?

19. Are all of your prom plans
thoroughly organized?

Oh, how I wish.

20. What do you want to do with
your life?

Ah, a universal question. Let us
propose a universal answer: to live.

Calais School Assists
Special-Needs ‘Latchkey’ Kids

AREA – The Calais School, a K-12
facility, is about to start an after-school
program for special-needs students.
Students from the area of Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood are en-
rolled at the school in Whippany, and
there are many more families with simi-
lar students in the surrounding region.

For special-needs students, being a
“latchkey kid” – leaving school to go to
an empty house and playing video
games until mom and dad get home
from work – is not a good option.

 The Calais School, a facility for
youngsters facing academic and be-
havioral challenges, is preparing an
innovative after-school program de-
signed specifically for special-needs
students. Calais officials believe their
school may be the first in the state to
offer such a program.

The program will kick off on Mon-
day, April 12. It will run from 2:45 p.m.,
the end of the regular day at Calais,
until 6 p.m. at the school’s campus at 45
Highland Avenue in Whippany. The
program will be offered five days a
week, Monday through Friday, through-
out the school year. In addition to Calais
pupils, it will be open to classified
students from other schools.

Along with offerings and
activities,such as snacks and home-
work help, some parents and students
may have come to expect elsewhere,
Calais’ after-school program will in-
clude elements of science, math, com-
puters and technology; choral and in-
strumental music appreciation; the arts,
theater and literature; non-competitive,
low-impact sports and exercise, as well
as social skills development.

The staff members involved in the
program will be overseen by its coordi-

nators, Joseph Orlando, principal of
The Calais School, and Alfred
Tagliabue, a learning disabilities teacher
consultant at Calais. Between them,
Mr. Orlando and Mr. Tagliabue have
been helping special-needs students for
more than three-quarters of a century.

Mr. Tagliabue explained that Calais’
program would be staffed by a psy-
chologist and a social worker, as well as
academic specialists, “all of whom are
familiar with dealing with kids with
learning disabilities.”

Mr. Orlando said he sees the pro-
gram as a matter of “continuity with the
regular academic program – academi-
cally, behaviorally, socially.” He stressed
that the school wants to “make sure we
have people here not to just watch the
kids,” but “people who will actively
work with” special-needs students “to
continue the school’s objectives.”

Mr. Tagliabue noted that although
the idea for the program was something
he and other special-needs educators
had discussed for years, it sprang to life
now because “the time was right.” With
more parents having to work than ever,
“there’s a need” to have someplace for
their special-needs children to go.

Mr. Tagliabue said a key element in
getting the program off the ground has
been The Calais Foundation, a public
501(c)(3) charitable group that raises
money for the school.

He said the foundation would assist
The Calais School in providing some
scholarship aid for families whose cir-
cumstances would make it difficult to
pay the program’s registration and en-
rollment fees.

To learn more, call Mr. Tagliabue at
the school at (973) 884-2030, exten-
sion no. 221, or visit thecalaisschool.org.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Engraved Bricks for
SPFHS Walk for Sale
 SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Alumni Associa-
tion is selling engraved bricks to
be placed in the alumni walk lo-
cated in the sidewalk at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School lead-
ing to the Perry Tyson Football
Field. This is the walk that the
graduating class uses for the com-
mencement ceremonies each June.
A gift certificate can be sent as an
acknowledgment of purchase to
present to the recipient.

 Forty-two engraved bricks are
needed to complete one section of
the walk. Currently the associa-
tion is holding 38 engraved bricks
and are in need of four more to add
another section. The goal is to have
at least one more section in place
for the 2010 graduation ceremo-
nies.

An order form for an alumni
brick can be obtained at the high
school’s main office or by contact-
ing the SPFHS Alumni Associa-
tion. All proceeds go to an annual
scholarship given to a graduating
senior or seniors.

 For more information, contact
(908) 889-4749 or the Alumni As-
sociation at the high school.


