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Classics Professor to Discuss
‘Herodotus and Hollywood’
WESTFIELD – Katherine

Panagakos, an assistant professor
of Classics at The Richard Stockton
College of New Jersey, will offer a
lecture entitled “Herodotus and Hol-
lywood: Leonidas and the 300 Spar-
tans” at the Holy Trinity Greek Or-
thodox Church.

Presented by the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church and the Cultural
Committee, this free program will take
place on Friday, April 16, beginning at
7:30 p.m. in the Bouras Center, lo-
cated at 250 Gallows Hill Road in
Westfield. It will be  open to the public
and refreshments will be served.

Among other topics, Professor
Panagakos will discuss exactly what
Herodotus, the only contemporary
source from antiquity, writes about
the Battle at the Hot Gates; why this
story from Greek history captured
the attention of Hollywood and
modern audiences, and precisely
how important this battle was in the
war against the Persians.

Professor Panagakos grew up in
Cranford, and she and her family
are long-time parishioners of Holy
Trinity. After earning a Bachelor of
Science degree in Environmental
Policy, Institutions and Behavior
from Rutgers University, she re-
turned for additional courses in
medieval history, which required
studies in Ancient Greek and Latin.

Professor Panagakos went on to
earn a Master of Arts degree in
Classics from Tulane University, as
well as a Doctoral degree in Greek
and Latin from Ohio University.
While doing graduate work, she was
a student at the American School of
Classical Studies in Greece and par-
ticipated in an archaeological pro-
gram in Ancient Corinth.

After having taught for three years
at three universities through the As-

sociated Colleges of the South, she
came to Stockton in 2008, where
she teaches primarily Latin and
Classics related courses – Classical
Mythology and Greco-Roman Film
and Text.

Her goal is to bridge the gap be-
tween the ancient and modern worlds
and to bring the Greco-Roman world
to life. Currently, her research fo-
cuses on the role of fictional pirates,
robbers and other brigands in an-
cient Greek and Roman novels.

Easter Has Led Generations
From Darkness Into Light
By MSGR. WILLIAM HARMS

The resurrection of Jesus was so
significant that it became a pivotal
point in human history. Historians
began to record all dates prior to this
event as happening B.C., before
Christ, or B.C.E., before the Chris-
tian (some now say the “common”)
era. They placed all that occurred
since that moment in the realm of
A.D. (Anno Domini) or C.E. (Chris-
tian or “Common” era).

Author James Burns cites other
differences brought about by faith in
the risen Lord. Before Christ’s com-
ing, he writes, the Tuscans made their
tombs face west because death meant
the close of life’s day and the passage
into everlasting night. After Christ,
they buried their dead facing east, the
direction of the rising sun and the
risen son. (Quoted in “A Treasury of
Quips, Quotes and Anecdotes,” An-
thony Castle, ed. Twenty-third publi-
cations, Mystic, Conn.: 2001).

Observers can see this same vivid
contrast in the Roman catacombs. In
one chamber that dates back to the
time of Julius Caesar, the tombs are
marked with signs of hopelessness.
Cynical inscriptions and embittered
complaints against the gods are com-
mon. However, the chambers that hold
the remains of those who suffered
persecution for their faith in Jesus –
the martyrs – are quite different. They

are adorned with lilies, symbols of
immortality; the inscriptions are se-
renely joyful, and the chamber is deco-
rated as if for a wedding rather than a
funeral.

Jesus the risen Christ is the reason
for all the celebrations at Easter. In
the Acts of the Apostles, which was
read this Easter, we are compelled to
look at others with God’s eyes and
accept everyone. We are being chal-
lenged to accept the grace of transfor-
mation. We are not to shut others out
or write them off.

In Paul’s first Corinthians, we are
challenged to make sure there is room
in our hearts for God and goodness.
Are we willing to allow ourselves to
be more sensitive to others’ needs and
burdens?

The Easter Gospel of Luke invites
us to stand before the empty tomb of
Christ and recognize that death was
not Christ’s final word. God’s power
replaces His son’s death with cries of
glory and new life.

As we mark the resurrection of
Jesus, a war-weary world awaits our
testimony, as well. Our lives should
reflect the joy and hopefulness we
have in Christ. Jesus lives.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Monsignor Harms is pas-

tor of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church, 1600 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield.

IHM Invites Area Youth
To Upcoming Activities

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Junior
High Youth Group of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church, under the direction of Pam
Streisel, invites seventh- and eighth-
grade students in the area to join in
the calendar of events it has planned
for April.

First up will be the regular meet-
ing of the group on Thursday, April
15, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Meetings are
held in the Nazareth Center Meeting
Room behind the Main Church, lo-
cated at 1571 South Martine Avenue
in Scotch Plains. Ample onsite park-
ing is available. Meetings are free
and refreshments are served.

On Saturday, April 24, the group
will meet from 6 to 8:30 p.m. at the
USA Roller Rink, located at 600 Main
Street in Woodbridge, for an evening
of rollerblading. Admission will be
$7, payable at the door, with an addi-
tional $4 for blade/skate rentals. A
signed permission slip is required be-
forehand. Parents will be welcome to
stay and a snack bar will be available.

On Friday, April 30, the group will
sponsor Foundations, a two-night re-
treat experience at the Archdiocese of
Newark’s Retreat House in Kearny,
featuring games, interactive activities,
discussions and times of group reflec-
tion, as well as bringing together jun-
ior high school students from through-
out the Archdiocese of Newark.

The goal is to provide the “founda-
tion” of a lifelong relationship with

God and the church. The cost is $45. It
is anticipated that there will be a carpool
arrangement from Immaculate Heart
to the retreat center. The expected re-
turn time is approximately 3 p.m. on
Saturday, May 1. The deadline for
registration is Friday, April 16.

For permission slips and additional
information on these or other activi-
ties, students and parents may call
Pam directly at (732) 396-9038 or e-
mail her at 4gypsees@comcast.net.
Youngsters also are invited to check
out the group’s Facebook page: Ihm
Jr Ym.

Temple Emanu-El to Host
60th Year Gala Celebration
WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-El

will celebrate its 60th anniversary by
hosting a gala event on Saturday
evening, May 8, with proceeds to ben-
efit the temple and its youth programs.

“This evening is going to be very
special,” said Co-Chairwoman
Tracey Diamond. “We are showcas-
ing key moments in the temple’s
history since its founding by a small
group of women in 1950. The memo-
ries are not only deeply touching,
but incredibly inspiring.”

Members of the community are
invited to attend. The gala will take
place from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m. at
Temple Emanu-El, located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield. Cock-
tail attire is suggested.

Guests will have an opportunity to
dance to music selections from each of
the temple’s six decades and to dine on
gourmet cuisine by Food Company,
which hosted dinners at the Clinton
White House and features Executive
Chef Douglas Ingber, an alumnus of
the Culinary Institute of America.

Co-Chairwoman Elise Holtzman
added, “We will be having some fun
and unique fundraising events fea-

turing a Grape Expectations wine
raffle and live and silent auctions
themed Personal Indulgences with
many fabulous items to bid on. En-
joy the double benefit of treating
yourself and supporting the temple.”

The cost is $95 per person. For
more information, visit tewnj.org or
call Carolyn Shane, executive direc-
tor, at (908) 232-6770, extension no.
114. Interested persons are asked to
respond by Tuesday, April 20.

Hadassah to Present
‘Celebration of Arts’
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Chapter of Hadassah will hold its
52nd annual “Celebration of the Arts”
on Sunday, May 2, beginning at 2:30
p.m. at Shackamaxon Country Club,
located at 1607 Shackamaxon Drive
in Scotch Plains.

Jacqueline Bass will be honored as
the recipient of the 2010 Hadassah
National Leadership Award. A life
member of Hadassah since 1998, she
has held multiple positions with
Hadassah since becoming a member.
She currently is chapter treasurer in
addition to coordinating the chapter
mailings, a position she has held since
1999. Mrs. Bass also is active in the
community. She is a past president of
the Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-El
in Westfield and a past District Presi-
dent of the Women of Reform Juda-
ism, as well as a Union for Reform
Judaism Regional Board member.

Additionally, Mrs. Bass is a past
president of the Mountain Plains
Mothers of Multiples and the New
Jersey Association of Twin Mothers
Club. She grew up in Westfield and
continues to reside there with her
husband of 18 years, Jonathan Bass,
and her three children, Hannah, Ben-
jamin and Sophie. For more informa-
tion about this event, call Geralyn
Lichtenstein at (908) 654-5855.

Parsons Welcome
Addison Leigh

Meghan and Michael Parsons of
Charlottesville, Va. have announced
the birth of their daughter, Addison
Leigh Parsons, on Thursday, March
18, at 8:54 a.m. at The University of
Virginia Medical Center in
Charlottesville, Va.

Addison Leigh weighed 7 pounds
and 7 ounces and measured 19¼
inches in length at birth.

Her mother is a 1995 graduate of
Westfield High School.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Peggy and Bruce Bender of
Naples, Fla. and Penhook, Va., for-
merly of Westfield.

Her paternal grandparents are
Rebecca Parsons of Fernandine
Beach, Fla. and Gregory Parsons of
Ripley, W.Va.

Addison Leigh’s maternal great-
grandmother is Joan Bender Ander-
son of Hendersonville, N.C. Her pa-
ternal great-grandmother is Elizabeth
Parsons of Ripley, W.Va.

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Westfield Area Y 
Summer Camp 

2010

Westfield Area Y  
220 Clark Street  

Robert & Virginia Bauer  

Family Branch 

422 East Broad Street 

Westfield, NJ 07090 * 908-233-2700  

www.westfieldynj.org

Financial Assistance is Available 

Join us on April 17th for 

Healthy Kids Day from 

 1-4 pm at the Main Y 

Facility for a fun-filled 

afternoon of FREE family 

activities! Register for 

camp and pay in full for 

any traditional camp at 

Healthy Kids Day and

receive 5% off.  Must 

not be combined with any 

other offer. 

Weekly or entire summer 

for campers 3-15.
Diverse camp options with convenient 

times

Quality programs influenced by four 

core values of Caring, Honesty, Respect 

& Responsibility 

Highly trained CPR & First Aid certified 

counselors, with EMT on staff 

Accredited by the American Camp  

Association 

Weekly trips 

Fun, age-appropriate activities  

promoting teamwork and self esteem 

Teen Programs based on leadership 

development

Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL cardholders. 

Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click on 
Online Calendar, or call 
908.789.4090 ext 4122. It’s your Library … make the most of it 

The Banjo Rascals  
at the Westfield Memorial Library 

Monday, April 12  7:00 pm 

Come hear Ragtime, Rock-n-Roll, Hot Dixieland         
standards and hits of the Big Band era. You’ll be 
tapping your feet all night long! 

‘Y’ Preschool Posts
Clothing Drive Date

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y”’s Preschool will host a clothing
drive to benefit young children on
Wednesday, April 14, from 7:30 a.m.
to 2 p.m. in the parking lot of the
Robert and Virginia Bauer Family
Branch, located at 422 East Broad
Street in Westfield. Items that will be
accepted include all clothes, shoes,
belts, handbags, comforters, towels,
curtains, bedding and stuffed animals.

No items will be accepted before the
April 14 date. The American Used
Clothing Company will organize all
donated items and send them to Third
World countries. For more information
on this event or the “Y”’s Preschool
programs, call Eileen Rooney at (908)
233-2700, extension no. 423.

Children’s Author Set
To Read at Library

GARWOOD – Author Carol Roth
will visit the Garwood Public Library
on Wednesday, April 14, at 3:15 p.m.
to present a reading from one of her
books. A former kindergarten teacher,
Ms. Roth now writes children’s books
full time. Among her books are “Little
Bunny’s Sleepless Night,” “Ten Dirty
Pigs,” “The Little School Bus,” “Who
Will Tuck Me in Tonight?” and “Will
You Still Love Me?”

This program is specifically geared
toward those ages 6 and under. A
parent or guardian must accompany
each child. Registration is required.

The library is located at 411 Third
Avenue. To register, visit the library’s
Circulation Desk or the interactive
calendar page found on the library’s
website, youseemore.com/garwood.
For more information, call the library
at (908) 789-1670.

Professor to Present
Talk on Jersey Devil

GARWOOD – Angus Kress
Gillespie, a New Jersey historian
and professor at Rutgers University
who specializes in American Stud-
ies, will present an in-depth look at
the New Jersey Devil on Wednes-
day, April 14, at 7 p.m. at the
Garwood Public Library.

The Jersey Devil is said to inhabit
the dark forests of the Pine Barrens
in southern New Jersey. Professor
Gillespie will provide anecdotal sto-
ries and folk legends concerning
the possible existence of this elu-
sive creature.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at the corner of Walnut Street
and Third Avenue, at the back of the
Lincoln School complex. Registra-
tion is required for this event and
may be done in person at the
library’s Circulation Desk or at the
interactive calendar page found on
the library’s website,
youseemore.com/garwood.

For further information, call the li-
brary at (908) 789-1670. The Garwood
Public Library is open Monday through
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Fri-
days from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Local Allstate Agents
Honored for Top Performance
BRIDGEWATER - Two Allstate

New Jersey Exclusive Agents - Ron
Bansky of Westfield and Nelson
Espeland of Scotch Plains - have
been recognized by Allstate Insur-
ance Company for high standards in
customer satisfaction, customer re-
tention and financial service sales.
For their superior performance and
dedication to customer service ex-
cellence, Bansky and Espeland have
earned invitations to attend Allstate’s
Chairman’s Conference in Alaska
during the month of July, where they
will be recognized by the top officers
in the company.

The Chairman’s Conference is an
elite recognition, with only five per-
cent of Allstate producers nation-
wide reaching this level of achieve-
ment.

“I am thrilled to earn an invitation
to the Chairman’s Conference,” said

Bansky. “In my agency, we work hard
to exceed the needs of customers.

It’s a great feeling to have my
agency’s success acknowledged by
the company.” Espeland added, “This
is a great achievement for my agency
and for the dedicated sales profes-
sionals in my office who provide
customers with the quality of service
they deserve. I’m pleased that the
company has recognized my efforts.”

Ron Bansky’s agency is located at
519 South Avenue West in Westfield.
He can be reached via telephone at
(908) 301-0711 or via email at
RonBansky@allstate.com.

Nelson Espeland’s agency can be
found at 2284 South Avenue in Scotch
Plains. He can be reached via tele-
phone at (908) 233-6300 or via email
at nelson@allstate.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
A IS FOR ADDAMS…Famous Westfielder Charles Addams, the creator of the
Addams Family and a cartoonist for The New Yorker, was honored on April 3 at
Westfield High School (WHS), where letters spelling Addams were uncovered to
pay tribute to his legacy. The letters were made by Joe DiFrancesco, owner of
Custom Woodworking of Westfield, and were painted by students at WHS,
Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools. There also was an eBay auction
benefiting the Charles Addams Art Scholarship, awarded annually to a student
graduating from WHS who is majoring in art. Ron MacCloskey, pictured at the
podium, is the founder of the scholarship. The letters will be put away until
October when they will be placed in a predominant location in town.


