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Public Welcomed To
Budget Presentations
WESTFIELD – Westfield residents

are invited to attend public-informa-
tion sessions on Wednesday, April
14, hosted by the Parent Teacher
Council’s Budget Task Force, at which
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan will discuss the 2010-2011
school district budget.

The morning meeting will begin at
10 a.m. at Edison Intermediate
School’ s auditorium, located at 800
Rahway Avenue. An evening session
will be held in Westfield High
School’s Cafeteria B at 7:30 p.m. The
cafeteria is accessible from the
school’s parking lot on Rahway Av-
enue at the corner of Dorian Road.

Information will continue to be up-
dated on the district’s website at
westfieldnjk12.org/budget2010.

Cranford Cell Tower Decision
Is Upheld by Superior Court

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township
board of adjustment’s (BOA) deci-
sion to ban erecting a 120-foot cell
phone tower on the property of the
Cranford Swimming Club was up-
held last month by the state Superior
Court.

State Superior Court Judge Dou-
glas Fasciale, of Westfield, on March
19 wrote that the decision of the
BOA is affirmed. The judge heard
arguments from Omnipoint in court
on January 15. In his letter, Judge
Fasciale wrote, “Omnipoint failed
to prove the particular suitability of
the site by demonstrating the need
for a facility on the property.
Omnipoint failed to submit reliable
evidence of a coverage gap at the
1900 MHz frequency… The pro-
posed site contravenes the purpose
and intent of the zoning ordinance to

restrict telecommunication to non-
residential zones, may negatively
impact nearby property values and
will have a negative visual impact of
the surrounding area, which includes
a recreational park.”

“We’re really happy with the deci-
sion. I think it’s the right decision for
our community,” BOA Chairman
Robert Hellenbrecht told The
Westfield Leader last week.

The proposed site for the tower
borders both Westfield and Cranford,
and from October 2007 through De-
cember 2008, residents of both mu-
nicipalities, as well as the county,
fought Verizon Wireless, Omnipoint
Communications, New Cingular PCS,
and Sprint Spectrum, which pulled
out mid-way through the hearings, in
their joint application to install the
monopole. The cellular companies
cited there was a gap in coverage in
the area, and the swim club, located
on County Park Drive, was the only
property approached that was willing
to provide space for a tower. Union
County College and Dreyer Farms,
both across from Nomahegan Park,
were other locations approached by
the cellular companies.

In December 2008, the BOA unani-
mously decided that the applicant
did not prove a significant gap in
coverage and that the detriments to
the residents surrounding the area of
the proposed cell tower location out-
weighed the benefits.

Omnipoint filed an appeal to the
board’s decision in early 2009 cit-
ing, “there was no competent expert
testimony or other evidence disput-
ing any of the plaintiff’s testimony
or evidence, only net opinions un-
supported by any factual analysis or
study.”

As part of its appeal, Omnipoint
produced in court an FCC ruling that
was adopted on November 18, 2009,
after the BOA denied the applica-
tion. According to the judge’s letter,
Omnipoint can apply for a new ap-
plication for a zoning variance based
on the FCC ruling and “the BOA will
need to address that request.”

GW BOE Looks to Increase
Taxes $251,187 to $6.5 Mil.
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By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Last Thursday, the
board of education voted, 6-2, to ap-
prove an $8,293,812 budget, which
includes temporarily closing Wash-
ington School, to be voted on by the
public on Tuesday, April 20.

Voters will decide the fate of a
$6,530,855 tax levy, representing a
$251,187 hike over last year, at the
April 20 school election. Taxes would
increase $125 on a home assessed at
$100,000. Borough voters have de-
feated the school budget the last two
years.

Overall district spending is down
$626,645 from last year’s $8.9-mil-
lion budget, according to informa-
tion available on the district’s website,
garwoodschools.org.

Board members Adele Lewis, Linda
Koenig, Barbara Greet, Christine
Guerriero and Karen Rusin, and the
board’s president, Russell Graham,
voted in favor of the budget, while
John Sullivan and Susan Groning
voted no. Board member Sandro
Villaraut was absent.

Ms. Lewis said the budgeting pro-
cess was a “balancing act” between
“providing an extraordinary
education…(and) fiscal responsibil-
ity.” She explained the board had
planned its budget around the expec-
tation of a 10-percent or $60,000 cut
in state aid, but learned on March 18
that it would receive a 62-percent
reduction, equating to $410,000.

“This is not the budget we wanted to
be presenting here tonight,” Ms. Lewis
told the crowd of gathered residents.

Due to the cut in state aid, the board
has chosen to take Washington School
“off-line” and move kindergarten and
pre-school programs to Lincoln
School. The board will retain owner-
ship of the Washington School build-
ing and will form an ad-hoc commit-

tee to explore the possibility of turn-
ing it into an early childhood educa-
tion and care center. The budget also
includes reductions in technology
costs, three teaching positions, sup-
plies, one office staff and two custo-
dians. The proposed budget will raise
taxes by $125 per average assessed
home.

“Never did I believe that the gover-
nor would take $410,000,” Superin-
tendent of Schools Teresa Quigley
said. She said that prior to the
governor’s budget announcement,
both the county superintendent of
schools and the state Commissioner
of Education Bret Schundler had told
her to prepare for cuts ranging from 5
to 15 percent.

When questioned by parents re-
garding which teaching positions
would be cut or what programs might
be reduced, Ms. Quigley declined to
answer, saying that some positions
may be combined and staff member
hours reduced rather than positions
eliminated. She also said that middle
school sports were being preserved,
but declined further comment on pro-
gram reductions.

Several residents, including Bruce
Paterson, suggested that Washington
School remain open, or that residents
be permitted to vote on the closure
through a second ballot question. It
was explained that the board is not
legally permitted to put a question on
the ballot regarding a building, but
only regarding programs.

Mr. Sullivan suggested that the
board add the cost of Washington
School back into the budget, and that
if the public defeats the measure, the
board could suggest to Mayor Dennis
McCarthy and the borough council to
close Washington School. The sug-
gestion was not supported by a ma-
jority of the board, with Russell Gra-

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
STILL A JERSEY GUY...Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky presents Michael Chertoff, former Secretary of Homeland
Security, with town policemen and firemen momentos during a dinner last Wednesday at Echo Lake Country Club. The
event, arranged by Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, featured a wide range of discussions on security. See story on page 2.
Pictured, left to right, are: Police Chief John Parizeau, Mayor Skibitsky, Mr. Chertoff, Fire Chief Dan Kelly and Asm.
Bramnick.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
THE HUNT…On April 3, the Westfield Lions held its 75th annual Easter Egg
Hunt. Approximately 600 children hunted for 1,048 coupon-filled eggs, clearing
the field of eggs in less than one minute. Westfield Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan
was on hand to give the countdown, and the Easter Bunny posed for pictures with
all the children.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield to Ax Crossing Guards,
DPW Overtime; Tax Appeals Double

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – After an announced
cut of $941,000 in state aid last month,
the Town of Westfield continues to look
for ways to recoup that shortfall. Vow-
ing to look at “all appropriations,” Fi-
nance Policy Committee Chairman
Mark Ciarrocca, Tuesday, announced
Labor Attorney Rick Danser’s inten-
tions to meet with members of local
unions on Wednesday.

“In order to get where we need to, we
are going to have to partner the best we
can with our bargaining units,” Mr.
Ciarrocca said. “Rick will meet with
the union folks and go over the num-
bers, so we’re on the same page.”

The town’s Firemen’s Mutual Be-
nevolent Association is in arbitration

currently. The Policemen’s Benevolent
Association and Teamsters contracts
expired at the end of 2009. The Com-
munications Workers of America union
is in the third year of a four-year con-
tract.

In the meantime, the Finance Policy
Committee is crunching numbers and
considering a myriad of cost-cutting
measures. Mr. Ciarrocca mentioned that
the town will likely decrease overtime
for Department of Public Works em-
ployees, which will result in personnel
reduction, eliminate crossing-guard
posts, of which there are 57 in town, and
consider increasing various parking
revenues by raising commuter-parking
and on-street parking fees.

“At this point, I don’t think we want
to do anything with paystation and free

parking,” according to the finance chair-
man, “but we believe there are opportu-
nities for revenue with premium on-
street meters.” The Public Safety Com-
mittee will consider, this month, any
measure to increase parking fees.

Also later this month, the town will
unveil plans to raise building depart-
ment and zoning fees, as well as hiking
road-opening costs.

“Mark gave a very non-exhaustive
list. We’ve discussed a lot of things. We
don’t want to necessarily scare people,”
Committee Vice-Chairman David Haas
said. He encouraged all council mem-
bers and employees to make sugges-
tions on how to shrink costs. “Every-
thing is on the table,” he said.

The chairman agreed, saying, “You
name the option, you name the service,
and we’ve taken a look at it. We are
asking ourselves, ‘Is the service we
provide worth what it’s going to cost?’”

Mr. Ciarrocca said the committee is
taking a measured approach with the
budget; it does not know yet all the
ramifications of legislative measures
passed in Trenton recently, and mem-
bers of the committee are unaware if
some aid can be salvaged. The town
remains in contact with State Senator
Tom Kean, Jr., along with and Governor
Chris Christie’s chief of staff, Richard
Bagger, both of whom live in Westfield.

For example, last month, a bill passed
with bipartisan support in the New Jer-
sey Legislature calling for comprehen-
sive public-worker pension reform.
New requirements mandate that all
public workers pay 1.5 percent of their
salary toward their healthcare. The pack-
age also calls for limiting pension-sys-
tem enrollment to new full-time em-
ployees who work at least 35 hours per
week for the state or 32 hours for local
government and schools. The bill also
will base pensions for police and
firefighters on the three highest salary
years, rather than the highest single
year.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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All Properties To Be Charged For
SP Sewer Use By Same Formula

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
council later this month is expected to
approve a sewer fee rate for 2010 that
will charge all township, commercial
and residential properties, in the same
manner.

Township Engineer Joseph Timko
explained the rate at Tuesday’s confer-
ence meeting, saying that properties
will be charged $175 for the first 27,499
gallons of water used. Anything be-
yond that level will result in a $250
charge plus one cent for every gallon
used beyond 27,500 gallons. He said
the average residential property owner

will pay about $254 this year versus
last year’s flat fee of $250. Bills will be
sent out after the council formally sets
the rate at its Tuesday, April 20 meet-
ing, during which it will also consider
some revisions to last year’s ordinance
creating the sewer utility. Payments
will be due on June 1 and October 1.

Among the ordinance changes that
the council will consider, as Mr. Timko
called, a “simplified process” of ap-
pealing assessments that is similar to
property-tax appeals. Appealing prop-
erty owners will be asked to send their
disputed bills to the township engineer-
ing department for examination to verify
that the water usage calculations were
accurate.

Township Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer
said that, like property-tax appeals, any-
one disputing a sewer levy would need
to pay their bill first prior to appealing.

If the property owner was victorious in
an appeal, then the relevant portion of
his payment would be refunded.

Chief Financial Officer Lori Majeski
said this year’s total sewer bill is about
$2.5 million, nearly equal to last year’s
levy, and added that the billings this
year aim to raise about $2.8 million,
with the added funds being set aside in
reserve.

Later, during the council’s regular
meeting, Mayor Nancy Malool called
the sewer fee “the most equitable way”
to pay for water usage since fees are
based on actual usage. the mayor she
disagreed with a comment by Demo-
cratic Party Chairman Louis Beckerman
that the utility’s creation last year had
been a “trick to balance an out-of-
balance budget,” saying the utility was
the only viable option to massive lay-
offs of township employees.

SP-F BOE Adopts Budget
With $3.8-Mil. Tax Increase

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(SP-F BOE) voted Wednesday to adopt
an $80,958,048 proposed school bud-
get for 2010-2011. Business Adminis-
trator Anthony Del Sordi said the pro-
posed $74,957,662 tax levy is $3.8
million over last year’s $71,122,752,
although the entire budget is $363,989
lower than final budget numbers for the
2009-2010 spending plan of
$81,322,037. The budget is $159,400
over the spending plan approved by
voters last April.

Crafting this year’s budget was chal-
lenging since the district was hit with a
$3.8-million, or 84.4-percent, reduc-
tion in state aid, Mr. Del Sordi said.

The spending plan has an operating
budget of $77,194,054, a special rev-
enue fund of $1,420,000 and a debt
service of $2,343,994. On Tuesday,
April 20, voters will be asked to vote on
the current expense tax levy, which, if
approved, would hike taxes $439 for an
average assessed home in Fanwood of
$84,595, a 7.18-percent increase from
last year. For Scotch Plains residents,
taxes would jump $299 on the average
assessed home of $122,400, represent-
ing a 4.32-percent increase.

In order to address the reduction in
state aid, 10 positions will be elimi-
nated, officials said. Mr. Del Sordi said
the cuts include two administrators,
three teachers, one child-study posi-
tion, and four secretarial positions, as

well as reductions in the areas of con-
tracted services, summer work, con-
struction projects, equipment, mainte-
nance repairs and supplies. An addi-
tional $1,253,713 will be realized
through salary and benefit adjustments
or staff reductions pending negotiation
settlements and emerging state regula-
tions, Mr. Del Sordi said.

If the board is unable to make this
cost savings of $1,253,713, areas under
consideration for possible additional
reductions are middle-school and ninth-
grade sports, the music program, and
classroom teachers, which would im-
pact class size, he added.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes said that this would not mean
that the whole music program would be
cut, but that there would be “some
impact.” Any cuts, she said, would be
done “carefully and judiciously.”

Since the board voted recently to
defeat a memorandum of agreement
with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Edu-
cation Association (SPFEA), negotia-
tions will continue on, officials said.
The board’s negotiating team will meet
with the SPFEA and a mediator this
month and, if an agreement is not
reached, they will enter the super-con-
ciliation stage of negotiations, Mr. Del
Sordi said. He said the board continues
to look into state legislation that could
impact negotiations.

Also during the budget presentation,
Mr. Del Sordi announced that the
district’s per-pupil expenditure for

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Please join us in the support of the

LIAM’S ROOM MINI OLYMPICS & 3RD ANNUAL HOMERUN DERBY

 to be held, at Gumbert Park on  
Saturday April 10th Noon–5 p.m. (Rain Date April 11th)

Featuring a NY Jets Player Appearance

This will be a day of family fun with events that include our Annual HomeRun Derby  
for children and adults, the 30 yard dash, long jump, longest football toss,  

baseball throw with radar gun, soccer contest, lacrosse throw, moon bounce,  
giant slide, mechanical bull, food, games, & prizes!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TO VOLUNTEER, GO TO WWW.LIAMSROOM.ORG

Liam’sRoom
A Place for
Care, Love,

and Hope

Liam’s Room is an organization founded by the McNamara’s of Westfield, in memory  
of their son Liam. Liam’s Room provides pediatric palliative care to families whose child  

is battling a potentially life limiting illness. Liam’s Room is currently working with  
Overlook Hospital as the first location, and hopes that it will be the model for more.

©2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned And Operated By NRT LLC. 
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Board Approves Cosimo’s
Expansion, Central Ave. Bld.

By RENNIE WOLTERS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The planning
board on Monday approved the ex-
pansion of Cosimo’s Family Restau-
rant on East Broad Street and the
construction of a new building on
Central Avenue.

Cosimo’s expects to begin con-
struction within 10 weeks. Repre-
sented by attorney Arthur Attenasio,
brothers Perry and David Loia of
Cosimo’s presented a plan to the
board to occupy the space adjacent
to their facility previously occupied
by Little Treasures, which closed
four years ago. The new restaurant
plans to provide 62 more seats, as
well as a waiting area for patrons, an
amenity that currently does not exist

in the crowded space.
Board Chairman Vince Wilt said

the restaurant, as it currently stands,
is congested and that building a new
central entrance for diners as well as
a separate entrance for take-out pa-
trons would control the flow of cus-
tomer traffic. David Loia added that
the continuation of their delivery
service would free parking spaces
for their dine-in patrons.

Board President Vincent Wilt said
municipal parking is available within
500 feet of the establishment and
thus would not be an issue in approv-
ing the application. He also said that
local business expansion is “a very
good sign” for the town.

Cosimo’s, which opened its doors
in 1982, will embark on its second
reconstruction in 18 years. Perry and
David Loia said they would consult
with their architect to improve the
façade of their building and to en-
sure that their new facility appeals to
their growing customer base.

“Hopefully, this expansion will
better accommodate our customers,”
David Loia told the board.

Construction is expected to begin
this summer. Cosimo’s will continue
to operate during construction, and
anticipates closing its doors for merely
one week while workers perform the
final breakthrough of the two spaces.
The expansion will offer space for
large parties and about 10 new jobs.

The board also approved the con-
struction of a three-story building at
751 Central Avenue, which intends
to provide retail or commercial space
on the first floor, as well as six two-
bedroom apartments on the second
and third floors.

Victor Vinegra of Harvard Con-
sultants in Cranford presented a dia-
gram of the new construction site,
proposing one driveway onto Myrtle
Avenue and another onto Central
Avenue. The parking lot of the new
building would border a residential
neighborhood, but would boast im-
proved green space in the lot.

“I believe it to be a steady improve-
ment in the area,” Mr. Vinegra said.

Residents of the new building
would share parking space with re-
tailers, expecting higher volumes of
use in the daytime for retailers and in
the evening for residents.

A previous commercial building
on the site was demolished in 2007.
A year earlier, the board approved to
add a third story for residential use,
and the plan had included the addi-
tion of a bank on the first floor.
During that 2006 hearing, residents
and business owners in the area had
voiced their concerns with parking,
traffic congestion and over develop-
ment in a mostly residential area.

©2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity.Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield East • 209 Central Ave • 908-233-5555

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com
Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services 888-317-5416

CLARK $349,900
27 BROOKSIDETERRACE. Dir: Oak Ridge to Brook-
side. MLS 2742861

CLARK $729,000
37 HALL DRIVE.Dir:LakeAve to Stonehenge,R/Evans,
L/Hall. MLS 2732533

CRANFORD $479,000
19W. HOLLY STREET. Dir: Orchard toWest Holly.

MLS 2752433

CRANFORD $539,900
13 INDIAN SPRING ROAD. Dir: Orchard to Indian
Spring.

CRANFORD $729,900
1 SYLVESTER STREET. Dir: No. Union, Claremont,
Cranford, Slyvester. MLS NAEX2471

MOUNTAINSIDE $599,000
328 RACCOON HOLLOW. Dir: Summit Rd to
Wyoming, L/Raccoon Hollow. MLS 2733460

SCOTCH PLAINS $699,900
77 CLYDESDALE ROAD.Dir:Cooper,Heather,Clydes-
dale or Rahway,Autumn, Clydesdale. MLS 2741156

WESTFIELD $339,900
790 WEST BROAD STREET. Dir: South Ave to West
Broad Street. MLS 2739484

WESTFIELD $709,000
747 DORIAN ROAD. Dir: Rahway Ave to Dorian
Road.

WESTFIELD $849,900
914 COOLIDGE STREET. Dir: East Broad to Wells,
L/Coolidge. MLS 2754849

WESTFIELD $969,000
865 SHACKAMAXON DRIVE. Dir: Lamberts Mill,
Shackamaxon. MLS 2754548

WESTFIELD $1,399,900
753 MARCELLUS DRIVE. Dir: St. Marks to Marcellus
Dr. MLS 2733723

PLAINFIELD $425,000
1231 MARTINE AVENUE. Dir:Woodland to Martine,
1231 between Hillside & Kensington. MLS 2757726

SCOTCH PLAINS $265,000
329 HUNTER AVENUE. Dir: Park Ave to East 2nd to
Hunter. MLS 2738637

SCOTCH PLAINS $474,900
1818 CHAPEL ROAD. Dir: Lamberts Mills Rd to Rari-
tan Rd,L/Chapel. MLS 2737082

SCOTCH PLAINS $489,900
3 MALANGA COURT. Dir: Martin orTerill to E. Front
St, Farley,R/Malanga Ct. MLS 2757950

SCOTCH PLAINS $515,000
2029 DOGWOOD DRIVE.Dir:Lamberts Mill Road to
Shackamaxon,Dogwood. MLS 2757945

SCOTCH PLAINS $525,000
323 COLDSTREAM COURT.Dir:Prospect,L/Madison,
L/Fanwood, R/Briarhill. Coldstream. MLS 2740301

A Spring Full of Open Houses
Hurry – you must have a written contract in place by April 30 to take advantage of the tax credit. 

All Homes Open Sunday 4-11 from 1-4PM • View thousands more of open houses at www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com 
Hurry – you must have a written contract in place by April 30 to take advantage of the tax credit. 

All Homes Open Sunday 4-11 from 1-4PM • View thousands more of open houses at www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com 

Now is the time to buy!  A Spring Full of Open Houses Now is the time to buy!  
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Westfield Town Council
Mr. Ciarrocca said while these

changes are beneficial, he needs to know
to whom the new regulations would
apply and what caveats are built into the
law.

Regardless, the committee will not
rush while it considers how to recoup
the loss in state aid, which was roughly
$670,000 more than expected.

“Hopefully, changes are made,” he
said. “We are going to take our time
with this budget. Before we have to
resort to drastic decisions regarding
employees, we need to have all the
information from the state, so we can
come up with alternative solutions.”

Pointing to what he called “a sign of
the times,” Mr. Ciarrocca said the rise
in Westfield tax appeals. Roughly 150
appeals occurred last year; this year, to
date, the number has nearly doubled to
300.

“That also could be a potential de-
crease in tax intake in future years,”
Mr. Ciarrocca said.

Separately, the council tabled dis-
cussion of enacting a resolution, mod-
eled after legislation passed in Sum-
mit, which requests that the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
reduce the Open Space Preservation
Trust Fund tax (OSPTF), presently a
1.5 percent tax, to 0.75 percent.

The town council felt that Summit’s
ordinance was unclear in its purpose.
It makes reference to not only reduc-
ing the tax by half but also asking that
“the whole question of OSPTF” be the
subject of a referendum question in
the November 2010 election.

Mr. Ciarrocca asked Town Attorney
Bob Cockren – assuming the public
decides, by majority vote, to reduce
the open-space tax – if a referendum
could actually force the freeholders to
make a change.

Mr. Cockren said, “My gut [feeling]
is yours. I doubt very much the free-
holder board has the power to make a
change [of this magnitude].”

Instead, Mr. Ciarrocca said he would
support simply asking, through public
referendum, if the entire levy should
be eliminated.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said the town has applied for, and
received, money for the Kids Recre-
ation Trust Fund in years past. How-
ever, while the Westfield taxpayers
pay roughly $1.1 to $1.2 million a
year in open-space taxes, they may
receive “a few hundred-thousand of
dollars” in return.

“We’re lucky if for every $5 we put
in, we get $1 back,” Mr. Ciarrocca
said.

Councilman Frank Arena said in his
line of business, the open-space tax
would “not be considered a price per-
former.”

Mayor Andy Skibitsky, later in the
evening, said that if towns are success-
ful in reducing the levy by half, the
town could save taxpayers between
$500,000 and $600,000.

“You look at the number of tax
appeals, and people are hurting in this
town,” the mayor said. “If we can cut
that in half, every little bit helps.”

ham reminding the board that the
building also requires approximately
$200,000 worth of work in order for
it to remain functional.

“I hate seeing this,” board member
Linda Koenig said about taking Wash-
ington off-line, but said that she “can’t
see any other way.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GW BOE

2009-2010 is $11,975. This moves the
district to number 18 (ranked lowest
cost to highest) on the state’s Depart-
ment of Education’s Comparative
Spending Guide when comparing SP-
F to 105 K-12 districts with 3,500 or
more students. The district was ranked
28 in 2008-2009.

There were approximately 20 audi-
ence members in attendance, and many
commented during a public comment
portion of the meeting that they were
unhappy with the proposed tax increase.

“As a taxpayer, I don’t feel anyone is
looking out for my interest,” said an-
other Fanwood resident.

“[With] this tax increase, no one’s
pleased,” said Board President Trip
Whitehouse. He said, in order to have a
zero-percent tax increase, the district
would have to come up with an addi-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
tional $3.8 million in reductions, which
could result in higher class sizes. He
said the students’ best interest “doesn’t
involve having 40 to 45 kids in a sec-
ond- grade class.”

“[The public] voting against the bud-
get would be counterproductive,”
Scotch Plains resident Doreen
Binkiewicz said. “It takes the power
away from those who care about our
kids and gives it to those that care about
the money.”

The possibility of cutting programs
in the district’s schools was also of
concern to residents.

“When you start taking away [the
programs] we came here for, I really
have no reason to stay,” Scotch Plains
resident Dave Bernstein said. “Ulti-
mately, you’re supposed to be looking
out for us.”

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
BUDGET TALK…The Union County Watchdog Association sponsored a forum
March 31 at the Cranford Municipal Building on the proposed 2010 Union
County budget. Neil Coleman of the New Jersey Taxpayers Association, far right,
participated as well. Also pictured, from left to right, are: Westfield Leader
Assignment Editor Paul Peyton, moderator, and Association members John
Bury, Tina Renna, president, and Bruce Paterson. See story on page 2.
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FLAPJACKS FOR THE FIREHOUSE...Chelsea Assisted Living raised $500 for the Fanwood Volunteer Fire Department
during its annual pancake breakfast on April 3. “We really appreciate the Fanwood Fire Department’s attention to our
residents’ safety day-in and day-out,” said Jennifer Ricci, executive director of the Chelsea. Donations of $10 for adults and
$5 for children bought them all the pancakes they could eat plus a photo with the Easter bunny. Posing with the Easter bunny,
left to right, are: standing, Fanwood Fire Chief Dave Clausen, firefighter/EMT Jeff Downing, firefighter Sean Manette,
firefighter Joe Route and firefighter John DeProspero. Kneeling are former Chief Daryl Peoples and daughter Ella, as well
as firefighter Dave Zawodniak.

ROBOT WARS...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Raiders Robotics
team will compete at the Vex Cleansweep World Championship this month in
Dallas, Tex. Pictured with their robot and award, are Jesse Charschan, Mike
Swanek, David Sherman and Steve Klee.

FW to Hold Discussion
Monday on Budgets

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr, Borough Financial Officer Fred
Tompkins and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Hayes will hold a budget
discussion meeting, to discuss both
local municipal and school budgets,
on Monday, April 12, at 10:30 a.m. at
the Forest Road Park Senior Center in
Fanwood.

The public is urged to attend and
ask questions. Fanwood citizens face
a significant property tax increase
this year. The Senior Club meeting
begins at 10 a.m. and the budget dis-
cussion follows at 10:30 a.m.

SP-F BOE Adopts $81-Mil. Budget
With $3.8-Million Tax Increase
By JESSICA E. JASKULA

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(SP-F BOE) voted Wednesday to
adopt an $80,958,048 proposed
school budget for 2010-2011. Busi-
ness Administrator Anthony Del
Sordi said the proposed $74,957,662
tax levy is $3.8 million over last
year’s $71,122,752, although the en-
tire budget is $363,989 lower than
final budget numbers for the 2009-
2010 spending plan of $81,322,037.
The budget is $159,400 over the
spending plan approved by voters
last April.

Crafting this year’s budget was
especially challenging since the dis-
trict was hit with a $3.8-million, or
84.4-percent, reduction in state aid,
Mr. Del Sordi said.

The spending plan has a general
fund or operating budget of
$77,194,054, a special revenue fund
of $1,420,000 and a debt service of
$2,343,994. On Tuesday, April 20,
voters will be asked to vote on the
current expense tax levy, which, if
approved, would hike taxes $439 for
an average assessed home in
Fanwood of $84,595, a 7.18-percent
increase from last year. For Scotch
Plains residents, taxes would jump
$299 on the average assessed home
of $122,400, representing a 4.32-
percent increase.

In order to address the reduction
in state aid, 10 positions will be
eliminated, officials said. Mr. Del
Sordi said the cuts include two ad-
ministrators, three teachers, one
child-study position and four secre-
tarial positions, as well as reduc-
tions in the areas of contracted ser-
vices, summer work, construction
projects, equipment, maintenance
repairs and supplies. An additional
$1,253,713 will be realized through
salary and benefit adjustments or
staff reductions pending negotiation
settlements and emerging state regu-
lations, Mr. Del Sordi said.

If the board is unable to make this
cost savings of $1,253,713, areas
under consideration for possible ad-
ditional reductions are middle-school
and ninth-grade sports, the music
program, and classroom teachers,
which would impact class size, he
added.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes said that this would not
mean that the whole music program
would be cut, but that there would be
“some impact.” Any cuts, she said,
would be done “carefully and judi-
ciously.”

Since the board voted recently to
defeat a memorandum of agreement
with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Edu-
cation Association (SPFEA), nego-
tiations will continue on, officials said.
The board’s negotiating team will
meet with the SPFEA and a mediator
this month and, if an agreement is not
made, they will enter the super-con-
ciliation stage of negotiations, Mr.
Del Sordi said. He said the board
continues to look into state legisla-
tion that could impact negotiations.

Also during the budget presenta-
tion, Mr. Del Sordi announced that
the district’s per-pupil expenditure
for 2009-2010 is $11,975. This
moves the district to number 18
(ranked lowest cost to highest) on
the state’s Department of Education’s
Comparative Spending Guide when
comparing SP-F to 105 K-12 dis-
tricts with 3,500 or more students.
The district was ranked 28 in 2008-
2009.

There were approximately 20 au-
dience members in attendance, and
many commented during a public
comment portion of the meeting that
they were unhappy with the pro-
posed tax increase. “These are dif-
ferent and difficult circumstances,”
said one Fanwood resident. “This
community cannot take on any tax
increase.”

“It’s not unreasonable for a tax-
payer to expect a zero growth rate in
this climate,” said another Fanwood
resident. “As a taxpayer, I don’t feel
anyone is looking out for my inter-
est.”

“[With] this tax increase, no one’s
pleased,” said Board President Trip
Whitehouse. He said, in order to
have a zero-percent tax increase, the
district would have to come up with
an additional $3.8 million in reduc-
tions, which could result in higher
class sizes. He said the students’ best

interest “doesn’t involve having 40
to 45 kids in a second-grade class.”

“[The public] voting against the
budget would be counterproductive,”
Scotch Plains resident Doreen
Binkiewicz said. “It takes the power
away from those who care about our
kids and gives it to those that care
about the money.”

The possibility of cutting programs
in the district’s schools was also of
concern to residents.

“When you start taking away [the
programs] we came here for, I really
have no reason to stay,” Scotch Plains
resident Dave Bernstein said. “Ulti-
mately, you’re supposed to be look-
ing out for us.”

Additionally, audience members
commented on the negotiations with
the SPFEA. “I thank the board mem-
bers who held it [the proposed memo-
randum agreement with the SPFEA]
back,” said Scotch Plains resident Al
Reese, who was a past board mem-
ber. “It makes me nervous that it
came as close as it did [to passing].”

“I am all for a [salary] freeze,” said
Scotch Plains resident Eric Fellen.
He said that there are “lots of areas to
tighten the budget and it’s not just the
teachers’ salaries.” He then asked Su-
perintendent Hayes if she was willing
to consider a pay freeze.

“Speaking for myself, yes,” she
said. “I can’t speak for all adminis-
trators.”

Ms. Hayes said the budget sup-
ports the district’s goals for meeting
and exceeding the Adequate Yearly
Progress benchmarks established
under the No Child Left Behind Act,
aligning SP-F curriculum with the
2009 New Jersey Core Curriculum
Content Standards (NJCCCS) and
supports the best practices in profes-
sional development. Growth in the
area of technology also continues
within the spending plan, she stated.

A presentation on the budget, as
well as the schedule for upcoming
budget presentations the BOE will
hold, is available at spfk12.org.

The board will meet next on Thurs-
day, April 15, for an open agenda
meeting.
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All Properties To Be Charged For
SP Sewer Use By Same Formula

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council later this month is ex-
pected to approve a sewer fee rate for
2010 that will charge all township,
commercial and residential proper-
ties in the same manner.

Township Engineer Joseph Timko
explained the rate at Tuesday’s con-
ference meeting, saying that proper-
ties will be charged $175 for the first
27,499 gallons of water used. Any-
thing beyond that level will result in
a $250 charge plus one cent for every
gallon used beyond 27,500 gallons.
He said the average residential prop-
erty owner will pay about $254 this
year versus last year’s flat fee of $250.
Bills will be sent out after the council

formally sets the rate at its Tuesday,
April 20, meeting, during which it
will also consider some revisions to
last year’s ordinance creating the
sewer utility. Payments will be due on
June 1 and October 1.

Among the ordinance changes that
the council will consider will be, as
Mr. Timko called, a “simplified pro-
cess” of appealing assessments that
is similar to property-tax appeals. Ap-
pealing property owners will be asked
to send their disputed bills to the
township engineering department for
examination to verify that the water
usage calculations were accurate.
Township Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer said
that, like property-tax appeals, any-
one disputing a sewer levy would
need to pay their bill first prior to

appealing. If the property owner was
victorious in an appeal, then the rel-
evant portion of his payment would
be refunded.

Chief Financial Officer Lori
Majeski said this year’s total sewer
bill is about $2.5 million, nearly equal
to last year’s levy, and added that the
billings this year aim to raise about
$2.8 million, with the added funds
being set aside in reserve.

Later, during the council’s regular
meeting, Mayor Nancy Malool called
the sewer fee “the most equitable
way” to pay for water usage since
fees are based on actual usage. The
mayor said she disagreed with a com-
ment by Democratic Party Chairman
Louis Beckerman that the utility’s
creation last year had been a “trick to
balance an out of balance budget,”
saying the utility was the only viable
option to massive layoffs of township
employees.

Cell Phone Firms Interested In New
Monopole at Scotch Plains Municipal Bldg.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Four cellu-
lar telephone providers have ex-
pressed interest in erecting a new
monopole on municipal building
property. At Tuesday’s council con-
ference meeting, Zoning Officer Bob
LaCosta said T-Mobile and Vertical
Solutions had contacted the township
about the idea because of what the
two carriers feel is a gap in their
service.

“They are chomping at the bit for
something to happen,” he told the
council, adding that Verizon and
AT&T have also expressed interest.
Mr. LaCosta summed up the carriers’
attitude as, “If you build it, they will
come.”

Any monopole would likely be
similar to one situated at the southside
firehouse, which was constructed in
2000, and houses antennas for five
carriers. Lease fees for the antennas
spaces on that pole are paid directly
to the township, which realizes about
$100,000 in annual revenue. Mr.
LaCosta said a monopole at the mu-
nicipal building would similarly
be “a generator of money” for town-
ship coffers.

Mayor Nancy Malool, however,
said she was “not ready to stomach
four cell towers in town in one year,”
noting three others being proposed at
Hillside Cemetery and in the neigh-
borhoods of Willow Grove Swim Club
and Lamberts Mill Road.

Councilman Kevin Glover said that
situating a tower at the municipal build-
ing would be “the least objectionable”
option. The council will discuss the
possibility at future meetings.

The council will hold a public hear-
ing next month on the proposed
$67,280 budget for the Scotch Plains
Management Corp. (SPMC). After
earlier disputes between SPMC and
the council over how much money
was being allocated for salaries and
administration, the SPMC board ap-
proved and submitted to the council a
revised spending plan for 2010. SPMC
called for FirsTEAManagement of
Plainfield to manage downtown revi-
talization efforts and be paid $19,000
this year.

Nearly three-fifths of the budget
will be earmarked for programs and
marketing this year, including a retail
promotion in May or June, a fall
festival, printed advertising and mar-
keting, recruitment and retention, a

business directory and the weekly
television program on Scotch Plains
Television. Another $11,000 is ear-
marked for general operations and a
reserve for unanticipated expenses.

The public hearing will be on May
18, and Councilwoman Mary DePaola
said commercial property owners can
receive a copy of the SPMC budget in
the township clerk’s office.

Next week, the council is expected
to discuss the final report of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Shared Services
Study Committee, which spent much
of 2009 examining possible shared-
service ventures between the two
towns. Mayor Malool said she and
Councilman Jeff Strauss, who were
the two elected representatives on the
committee from Scotch Plains, had
agreed not to commit to any of the
recommendations in the report until
all council members have had a chance
to digest its contents.

At its regular meeting on Tuesday,
the council introduced an ordinance
giving the township clerk the author-
ity to approve raffle and bingo li-
censes. Until now, the council has
had to approve all such licenses.

In other business at the brief regu-
lar meeting, Mr. LaCosta, sitting in
for Township Manager Chris Marion,
said that more than four inches of rain
fell during the two-day rainstorm early
last week and several roads were im-
pacted, including West Broad Street,
which had to be re-routed, and west-
bound Route 22, where traffic was
reduced by one lane. He also an-
nounced that the spring yard waste
pickup will begin on Monday, April
26. Residents can begin putting leaves,
limbs, brush and gumballs at their
curbs on Friday, April 16. Mr. LaCosta
also said the annual bulky waste
pickup will get underway on Mon-
day, June 7. Permits this year will
cost $94, which is higher than last
year’s $65 fee.

Mayor Malool said the 2009 per-
mit fee had been subsidized by a
Clean Communities grant that re-
duced what would normally have been
an $87 permit fee.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUDGET TALK…The Union County Watchdog Association sponsored a forum
on March 31 at the Cranford Municipal Building on the proposed 2010 Union
County budget. Pictured, from left to right, are: Paul Peyton of The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times; Watchdogs John Bury, Tina Renna and Bruce Paterson, and
Neil Coleman of the New Jersey Taxpayers Association. See story on page 2.
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Please join us in the support of the

LIAM’S ROOM MINI OLYMPICS & 3RD ANNUAL HOMERUN DERBY

 to be held, at Gumbert Park on  
Saturday April 10th Noon–5 p.m. (Rain Date April 11th)

Featuring a NY Jets Player Appearance

This will be a day of family fun with events that include our Annual HomeRun Derby  
for children and adults, the 30 yard dash, long jump, longest football toss,  

baseball throw with radar gun, soccer contest, lacrosse throw, moon bounce,  
giant slide, mechanical bull, food, games, & prizes!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TO VOLUNTEER, GO TO WWW.LIAMSROOM.ORG

Liam’sRoom
A Place for
Care, Love,

and Hope

Liam’s Room is an organization founded by the McNamara’s of Westfield, in memory  
of their son Liam. Liam’s Room provides pediatric palliative care to families whose child  

is battling a potentially life limiting illness. Liam’s Room is currently working with  
Overlook Hospital as the first location, and hopes that it will be the model for more.

©2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
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ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate auto customers for policies written in 2007. 
Actual savings will vary.
Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first.  You
could be surprised by how much you’ll save.

NELSON C. ESPELAND, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

The Espeland Group
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com
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Westfield East • 209 Central Ave • 908-233-5555
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Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services 888-317-5416

CLARK $349,900
27 BROOKSIDETERRACE. Dir: Oak Ridge to Brook-
side. MLS 2742861

CLARK $729,000
37 HALL DRIVE.Dir:LakeAve to Stonehenge,R/Evans,
L/Hall. MLS 2732533

CRANFORD $479,000
19W. HOLLY STREET. Dir: Orchard toWest Holly.

MLS 2752433

CRANFORD $539,900
13 INDIAN SPRING ROAD. Dir: Orchard to Indian
Spring.

CRANFORD $729,900
1 SYLVESTER STREET. Dir: No. Union, Claremont,
Cranford, Slyvester. MLS NAEX2471

MOUNTAINSIDE $599,000
328 RACCOON HOLLOW. Dir: Summit Rd to
Wyoming, L/Raccoon Hollow. MLS 2733460

SCOTCH PLAINS $699,900
77 CLYDESDALE ROAD.Dir:Cooper,Heather,Clydes-
dale or Rahway,Autumn, Clydesdale. MLS 2741156

WESTFIELD $339,900
790 WEST BROAD STREET. Dir: South Ave to West
Broad Street. MLS 2739484

WESTFIELD $709,000
747 DORIAN ROAD. Dir: Rahway Ave to Dorian
Road.

WESTFIELD $849,900
914 COOLIDGE STREET. Dir: East Broad to Wells,
L/Coolidge. MLS 2754849

WESTFIELD $969,000
865 SHACKAMAXON DRIVE. Dir: Lamberts Mill,
Shackamaxon. MLS 2754548

WESTFIELD $1,399,900
753 MARCELLUS DRIVE. Dir: St. Marks to Marcellus
Dr. MLS 2733723

PLAINFIELD $425,000
1231 MARTINE AVENUE. Dir:Woodland to Martine,
1231 between Hillside & Kensington. MLS 2757726

SCOTCH PLAINS $265,000
329 HUNTER AVENUE. Dir: Park Ave to East 2nd to
Hunter. MLS 2738637

SCOTCH PLAINS $474,900
1818 CHAPEL ROAD. Dir: Lamberts Mills Rd to Rari-
tan Rd,L/Chapel. MLS 2737082

SCOTCH PLAINS $489,900
3 MALANGA COURT. Dir: Martin orTerill to E. Front
St, Farley,R/Malanga Ct. MLS 2757950

SCOTCH PLAINS $515,000
2029 DOGWOOD DRIVE.Dir:Lamberts Mill Road to
Shackamaxon,Dogwood. MLS 2757945

SCOTCH PLAINS $525,000
323 COLDSTREAM COURT.Dir:Prospect,L/Madison,
L/Fanwood, R/Briarhill. Coldstream. MLS 2740301

A Spring Full of Open Houses
Hurry – you must have a written contract in place by April 30 to take advantage of the tax credit. 

All Homes Open Sunday 4-11 from 1-4PM • View thousands more of open houses at www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com 
Hurry – you must have a written contract in place by April 30 to take advantage of the tax credit. 

All Homes Open Sunday 4-11 from 1-4PM • View thousands more of open houses at www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com 

Now is the time to buy!  A Spring Full of Open Houses Now is the time to buy!  

Cranford Cell Tower Decision
Is Upheld by Superior Court

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The township board
of adjustment’s (BOA) decision to
ban erecting a 120-foot cell phone
tower on the property of the Cranford
Swimming Club was upheld last
month by the state Superior Court.

State Superior Court Judge Dou-
glas Fasciale, of Westfield, on March
19 wrote that the decision of the BOA
is affirmed. The judge heard argu-
ments from Omnipoint in court on
January 15. In his letter, Judge
Fasciale wrote, “Omnipoint failed to
prove the particular suitability of the
site by demonstrating the need for a
facility on the property. Omnipoint
failed to submit reliable evidence of a
coverage gap at the 1900 MHz fre-

quency… The proposed site contra-
venes the purpose and intent of the
zoning ordinance to restrict telecom-
munication to non-residential zones,
may negatively impact nearby prop-
erty values and will have a negative
visual impact of the surrounding area,
which includes a recreational park.”

“We’re really happy with the deci-
sion. I think it’s the right decision for
our community,” BOA Chairman
Robert Hellenbrecht told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times last week.

The proposed site for the tower
borders both Westfield and Cranford,
and from October 2007 through De-
cember 2008, residents of both mu-
nicipalities, as well as the county,
fought Verizon Wireless, Omnipoint
Communications, New Cingular PCS,

and Sprint Spectrum, which pulled
out mid-way through the hearings, in
their joint application to install the
monopole. The cellular companies
cited there was a gap in coverage in
the area, and the swim club, located
on County Park Drive, was the only
property approached that was willing
to provide space for a tower. Union
County College and Dreyer Farms,
both across from Nomahegan Park,
were other locations approached by
the cellular companies.

In December 2008, the BOA unani-
mously decided that the applicant did
not prove a significant gap in cover-
age and that the detriments to the
residents surrounding the area of the

Vote April 20
School Elections

Westfield to Ax DPW OT,
School Crossing Guards

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – After an announced
cut of $941,000 in state aid last month,
the Town of Westfield continues to
look for ways to recoup that shortfall.
Vowing to look at “all appropria-
tions,” Finance Policy Committee
Chairman Mark Ciarrocca, Tuesday,
announced Labor Attorney Rick
Danser’s intentions to meet with mem-
bers of local unions on Wednesday.

“In order to get where we need to,
we are going to have to partner the
best we can with our bargaining units,”
Mr. Ciarrocca said.

The town’s Firemen’s Mutual Be-
nevolent Association is in arbitration
currently. The Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association and Teamsters con-

tracts expired at the end of 2009. The
Communication Workers of America
union is in the third year of a four-
year contract.

In the meantime, the Finance Policy
Committee is crunching numbers and
considering a myriad of cost-cutting
measures. Mr. Ciarrocca mentioned
that the town will likely decrease over-
time for Department of Public Works
employees, which will result in per-
sonnel reduction, eliminate crossing-
guard posts, of which there are 57 in
town, and consider increasing various
parking revenues by raising commuter-
parking and on-street parking fees.

Also later this month, the town will
unveil plans to raise building depart-
ment and zoning fees, as well as hik-
ing road-opening costs.

Mr. Ciarrocca said the committee is
taking a measured approach with the
budget; it does not know yet all the
ramifications of legislative measures
passed in Trenton recently, and mem-
bers of the committee are unaware if
some aid can be salvaged.

For example, last month, a bill passed
with bipartisan support in the New
Jersey Legislature calling for compre-
hensive public-worker pension reform.
New requirements mandate that all
public workers pay 1.5 percent of their
salary toward their healthcare. The
package also calls for limiting pen-
sion-system enrollment to new full-
time employees who work at least 35
hours per week for the state or 32
hours for local government and
schools. The bill also will base pen-
sions for police and firefighters on the
three highest salary years, rather than
the highest single year.

The committee will not rush while
it considers how to recoup the loss in
state aid, which was roughly $670,000
more than expected.

“Hopefully, changes are made,” Mr.
Ciarrocca  said. “We are going to take
our time with this budget. Before we
have to resort to drastic decisions re-
garding employees, we need to have all
the information from the state, so we
can come up with alternative solutions.”

Pointing to what he called “a sign
of the times,” Mr. Ciarrocca said there
was a rise in Westfield tax appeals.
Roughly 150 appeals occurred last
year; this year, to date, the number
has nearly doubled to 300.

“That also could be a potential de-
crease in tax intake in future years,”
Mr. Ciarrocca said.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky said that if
towns are successful in reducing the
levy by half, the town could save tax-
payers between $500,000 and $600,000.

“You look at the number of tax
appeals, and people are hurting in this
town,” the mayor said. “If we can cut
that in half, every little bit helps.”

proposed cell tower location out-
weighed the benefits.

Omnipoint filed an appeal to the
board’s decision in early 2009 citing,
“there was no competent expert testi-
mony or other evidence disputing any
of plaintiff’s testimony or evidence,
only net opinions unsupported by any
factual analysis or study.”

As part of its appeal, Omnipoint
produced in court an FCC ruling that
was adopted on November 18, 2009,
after the BOA denied the application.
According to the judge’s letter,
Omnipoint can apply for a new appli-
cation for a zoning variance based on
the FCC ruling and “the BOA will
need to address that request.”

Cranford Cell Tower Continued
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Each spring, This Is Westfield is mailed to every household in Westfield with the
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This Is Westfield features the region’s business, education, civic, government and

cultural organizations.

It is distributed by many groups such as realtors, libraries and the town.

A must for businesses and organizations in the region

The 38th Annual Edition, coming in May

Deadlines:
March 1: Ad Space Reservation

March 31: Ad Submittal

Ad Format: Submit your Ad as a pdf file.
You can upload large files direct to our
server.

Email sales@goleader.com for username
and password or call (908) 232-4407.

Dimensions and Price:
Full Page - 10” x 12”                 $1,200
Half Page vertical -  5” x 12”         $675
Half Page horizontal - 10” x 6”      $675
Quarter Page -  5” x 6”   $400

    The Westfield Leader & The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
                            P.0. BOX 250 - 251 North Avenue West - Westfield, NJ 07091

Telephone:  908 - 232 - 4407 - Fax: 908 - 232-0473 - EMAIL: sales@goleader.com

This Is Westfield
Special Edition May 2009



Page 2  Thursday, April 8, 2010 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Chertoff Discusses Security
During Q&A in Westfield

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Born in Eliza-
beth, and a former Westfield resident,
Michael Chertoff returned to his Jer-
sey roots last Wednesday night for
dinner at Echo Lake Country Club,
sponsored by Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield). The
former secretary of homeland secu-
rity (2005-2009)  fielded a wide range
of questions from the several dozen
dignitaries in attendance about ter-
rorism, disaster response, prepared-
ness, the workings of government
and international politics.

Mr. Chertoff noted that his family
grew up and was educated here, and
that the trip down Route 22 that evening
to the dinner reminded him how he
was still a “Jersey guy.” Mr. Chertoff
now lives in the Washington, D.C. area
with his wife, Meryl, and two children
and operates a consulting firm.

Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky,
Police Chief John Parizeau and Fire
Chief Dan Kelly made Mr. Chertoff
part of the local “first responders”
team with presentations of honorary
Westfield attire. Rich Bagger of
Westfield, chief of staff to  Governor
Chris Christie, welcomed Mr. Chertoff
back to town and extended his greet-
ings from Trenton.

In discussing what he learned as
Homeland Security secretary, Mr.
Chertoff said it is essential to the na-
tion have plans and personnel in place,
to have “boots on the ground” to pro-
vide real time information and to react
quickly with overwhelming force and
resources to deal with emergencies.
He said it is hard to make good policies
happen (turn them into real action).

On the Hurricane Katrina disaster,
Mr. Chertoff was critical of the failure
of the State of Louisiana and that  the
federal government, by law and policy
then, was held to a support role. Since
2005 though, he said several changes
have been made to enable the federal
government to seize the necessary
authority to act more directly.

Judy Mullins of Madison, accom-
panied by former NJ Transit head
Jeffery Warsh, asked how the nation’s
transportation system can be pro-
tected, noting her career as risk man-
agement for NJ Transit. Mr. Chertoff
agreed that protecting against all in-
cidences of terrorism, such as re-
cently in the Moscow subways, might
not be completely possible to stop.
He said the larger facilities are heavily
protected first, and that working the
way down on priorities with available
resources is what is required. Quick
response with substantial resources
to incidences, should they occur, then
must be part of it, he explained.

Mr. Chertoff told of the resources
applied to Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport security; then added
that the private air travel industry

needs to be looked at.
Michael Gennaro of New Provi-

dence asked if China is to be consid-
ered an enemy. Mr. Chertoff said he
believes China is to be thought of
neither as an enemy nor a friend. He
said the Chinese understandably pur-
sue their national own interests. He
said the amount of money loaned to
the U.S. is dangerous.

Mr. Chertoff several times men-
tioned the dangers of cyber attacks. He
also expressed concerns of biological
terrorism attacks.Preventive intelli-
gence gathering is essential, he said, to
thwart attacks before they happen.

On whether being politically cor-
rect weakens the United States pre-
paredness and ability to deal with
threats, Mr. Chertoff noted that Presi-
dent Barack Obama is trying with
overtures to Iran and North Korea in
this fashion, though he sees little
progress being made.

Public perception that the country
is prepared and doing everything rea-
sonably possible is essential, Mr.
Chertoff said. Sometimes, it may be
necessary for government to risk over-
reacting during emergencies by seiz-
ing the authority rather than sitting
back and waiting.

Mr. Bramnick, master of ceremonies,
quipped in conclusion, “Being secure? I
bought a summer place in Pennsylvania
right next to the Secretary!”

Call 1-800-458-6715
or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org

new friends?
When’s the best time to make

Today, at

WL 04/08/10

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

Cranford High School Sports

See it online at

www.goleader.com

(link is at bottom of page)

Cranford Sports Archives

From September 2009 are available.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPIRITED DISCUSSION...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) held
a fundraiser last week at the Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield. The guest
speaker was Michael Chertoff, former secretary of Homeland Security under
President George W. Bush.

Watchdog Panel Eyes $20M
In County Budget Cuts
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The Union
County Watchdog Association pre-
sented its recommendations for cuts
to the county’s budget during a 90-
minute forum last Wednesday in
Cranford. The event filled most of the
township council chambers.

The group’s budget review panel
proposed $20.4 million in cuts from
the county budget and $11.5 million
in savings by discontinuing the
county’s Open Space Recreation and
Historic Trust Fund, which is an addi-
tional tax on property-tax bills. Oper-
ating cuts recommended include
MusicFest, lobbying services, and
advertising, including the Union
County Directions newsletter pub-
lished by the Union County Alliance.

The group also called the expan-
sion of the Galloping Hill Golf Course
in Union, “foolish and unjustifiable
in this economic environment.”

Most of the cuts recommended
were in departmental expenses, out-
side of salaries and wages, including
$549,000 from Runnells Specialized
Hospital and the entire $12.5 mil-
lion in county funding for Union
County College. The college gar-
ners $42 million through tuition and
$10.5 million instate funding for its
$68-million budget.

“The county budget is now $469
million – close to half a billion. What
are we all getting for that amount of
money?” asked Bruce Paterson of
Fanwood, a member of the panel. “In
10 years, our county taxes went from
$150 million to $276 million. That is
an amazing 84-percent increase.”

Mr. Paterson said Union County
ranks in the top 10 counties in the
nation with the highest taxes, while
two New Jersey counties, Ocean and
Cape May, had tax increases this year
of 2 and 1 percent, respectively.
Burlington County, he said, “decreased
its taxes for a third year in a row.”

Panel member John Bury of
Kenilworth said the county has “in-
flated” its appropriations numbers,
while understating its revenues.

“Union County – as most other
counties, except Middlesex, use up
most of their surplus on the expecta-
tion that overstated appropriations and
understated revenues will replenish
it,” Mr. Bury said.

Neil Coleman of the New Jersey
Taxpayers Association was a guest
panelist at Wednesday’s forum.
Among the association’s recommen-
dations to reduce taxes was the adop-
tion of one contract per individual
bargaining group/entity, such as po-

lice, firefighters, teachers, etc. The
group also wants all public-sector
contracts posted online by 2012, as
well as all government lawsuit settle-
ments. The Taxpayers Association,
he said, also wants a mandate that
public-sector employees contribute
25 percent of their individual
healthcare coverage.

In conclusion, Tina Renna, presi-
dent of the Union County Watchdog
Association, noted that county free-
holders and officials were invited but
declined to participate in the forum.

Mrs. Renna said the county gov-
ernment “has grown tremendously
beyond its simple scope outlined in
the New Jersey Constitution, namely
the establishment of county prosecu-
tors, clerks, surrogates and sheriffs.”

“County government was never
meant to be involved with education,
entertainment venues and events.
These vanity services are unaffordable
and dysfunctional in a Democratic
society. We cannot sustain it with our
property taxes, while maintaining qual-
ity basic services,” Mrs. Renna said.

She said the Watchdog Association
supports having the state take over the
operations of county colleges, pris-
ons, and county prosecutor offices.

“This would result in millions of
dollars in savings to local taxpayers
and more accountability and less pa-
tronage at the county level govern-
ment,” she said.

On-Line Records System
Considered for Tax Offices

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
were asked last week to provide fi-
nancial support for a new, online
records management system for the
county’s Board of Taxation and the
county’s 21 municipal tax assessors,
as well as the clerk of the board’s
office.

Union County received a $206,000
grant from the state’s Public Archives
and Records Infrastructure Support
Grants Program (PARIS) last year for
a pilot program, called e-share, aimed
at reducing costs through copying of
thousands of records while also re-
ducing labor time and the costs of
messaging services, said Chris
Duryee, the county’s tax administra-
tor. But that grant ends in August,
said Freeholder Clerk Nicole Dirado.

The county utilizes OnBase as its
records management software, Mrs.
Dirado said. The county spent over
$230,000 with Continuum Voice &
Data System, a firm that is working
with Access Systems of Manlius,
N.Y. on the Board of Taxation
project, to install an electronic data
management system for the depart-
ments of finance, surrogate and per-
sonnel.

“Our goal here with On-Base is to
save the county and municipalities
money by electronically disseminat-
ing property tax related information,”
Mr. Duryee said.

Mr. Duryee said one area where
savings would be achieved is in the
storage and retrieval of records as
they would now be archived and
searchable via computer instead of
being stored off-site and delivered to
towns by messenger service.

He said 4,000 tax appeals, 1,000 of
which are likely to be heard by the
four-member Board of Taxation, were
filed this year in the county. Mr.
Duryee said 20,000 pieces of paper

must be copied in total for tax board
members for these cases. Under the
e-share pilot project, a Board of Taxa-
tion member types in the appeal num-
ber to gain access to all records avail-
able for the case.

Tax lists would also be available
through the system, as well as search-
able documents such as all veterans
in a particular municipality. Currently,
these lists have to be processed, veri-
fied by the county’s tax office and
then sent by messenger to the 21
municipalities.

“So, if we could eliminate that by
utilizing [the system] that would be a
great benefit to us and a cost savings
on paper,” Mr. Duryee said.

Mrs. Dirado said the county would
contact municipalities to see which
would want the new records system,
which includes a kiosk for the public
to search records.

In other business, at tonight’s, April
8, regular meeting, the board is ex-
pected to vote on contracts totaling
nearly $600,000 to Maser Consulting
of Red Bank for design, engineering,
construction administration and in-
spection services at six culverts in
Linden, Plainfield, Scotch Plains and
Springfield.

The county is also set to award a
$240,000 contract to Birdsall Ser-
vices Group of Cranford for design,
construction administration and in-
spection services for road servicing
county-wide that is being awarded
through the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act, the federal stimu-
lus program.

The board is also set to award
$42,000 in funding for 10 commu-
nity events, including $5,000 for the
Cranford Fourth of July fireworks
and $4,000 for the Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Fireworks.

The board will meet tonight at 7
p.m. in the Freeholders Meeting room
on the sixth floor of Union
Admunistration Building in Elizabeth.

Tea Party Plans Tax
Day Rally in Trenton
TRENTON — Conservative speak-

ers will provide keynote addresses at
the Trenton Tax Day Tea Party rally
on Thursday, April 15.

Michael Johns, a conservative and
spokesman for the Tea Party move-
ment, will speak on the “Meaning of
the Tea Party.”

With the conservative social move-
ment just more than a year old, Mr.
Johns will take stock of the successes
and failures of the past year and a look
at the future direction of the movement.

The keynote address will be deliv-
ered by Dr. Robert Villare, a practicing
general, vascular surgeon. Dr. Villare
will provide the argument for the at-
torney general of New Jersey to join
the 13 other states in their suit that the
healthcare law is unconstitutional.

Organizers for the event anticipate
between 1,500 and 2,000 people to
attend the rally, which will take place
from 11:30 a.m. until 3 p.m. on the
steps of the New Jersey Statehouse,
located at 125 West State Street in
Trenton.

Garwood Seeks Public
Input for ‘Core Area’
GARWOOD - Residents, business

owners, commuters and other inter-
ested parties are invited to help create
a vision for the core area of Garwood.
The effort is a partnership between
the borough, Union County, North
Jersey Transportation Planning Au-
thority and NJ Transit.

Residents are invited to share their
thoughts and join planners, design-
ers, architects and engineers in cre-
ative brainstorming for Garwood’s
Railroad Station Area.  Topics will
include: “Spurring Economic Devel-
opment around Transit Infrastructure,”
“Transitioning to Transit-Friendly Land
Uses and Infill,” “Identifying Parking
and Circulation Solutions,” and “De-
signing Context-Sensitive and Feasible
Redevelopment.”

Public sessions include a Commu-
nity Vision Workshop on Wednesday,
April 14 from 6 to 9 p.m. at the
Garwood Fire House where an inter-
active community vision survey and
public input be taken. An open house
will be held Thursday, April 15 from
9 a.m. to noon and from 1 to 4 p.m. at
the Garwood Municipal Building.
Public input and “Big Ideas Plan-
ning” will be taken at this session.

For  information, contact Borough
Administrator Christina Ariemma at
(908) 789-0710 or visit garwood.org.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 8, 2010 Page 3

This Is Westfield 201038th Annual Edition
Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

Celebrating 20 Years of Dentistry in Westfield
                     Thomas C. Streko D.M.D.

For over 20 years Dr. Streko has been creating beautiful smiles
at our Westfield location. We would like to extend a heartfelt
thank you to our loyal patients and a welcome to new 
patients by offering:

� 50% off In office whitening
� $500 off Invisalign treatment
� $67 New Patient Exam 

(includes exam, x-rays, & photos a $270 value)

• For the first 20 to make an appointment your name
will be entered in a drawing to win a FREE I-Pod!!

Call us today at (908)654-0095
Dr. Thomas C. Streko  169 Mountain Ave.  Westfield, NJ 07090

www.drstreko.com

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150

“We Service Our Clients.”
Our 68th Year

A Family Institution Providing

Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

Specializing in:

AUTO / HOME / BUSINESS

www.puglisi-insurance.com

Travelers of NJ

Selective - Progressive

Courtesy of Charles Monzella
WHERE’S THE BACK YARD?...Last week’s heavy rains produced flooding in
backyards on Summit Avenue in Westfield. The picture above is from a home at
669 Summit Avenue.

Join Now - Rates Increase May 1!
What’s New This Spring:

GroupFitt

Weigh of Livingg

Walk Away the Lbss

Don’t Hesitate...Be Sure To 

Get the Lowest Available Rates!

Francis M. Smith, esq.
I’m the only attorney involved in your case.

Your personal injury gets my personal attention.

Friendly, honest representation

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

The Law Offices of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

Over 30 Years of
Experience Resolving Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries

Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

The loan you want,
the service you deserve.

774 Central Avenue Westfield, NJ 07090
Phone: (908) 518-0800  Toll-Free: (866) 518-0800

web: www.westfieldmortgage.com
email: loans@westfieldmortgage.com

Licensed by the New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Proctor, Cassio Seek to Replace
Kennedy as Rahway Mayor

Rahway Mayor James Kennedy is
not seeking re-election after 20 years
in the office. Rick Proctor, the city’s
Democratic Party chairman and a
Union County freeholder, has been
chosen as the Democratic party’s may-
oral candidate. Rahway Republicans
have picked Patrick Cassio, the city’s
GOP chairman, as their candidate for
mayor.

Candidates have until 4 p.m. this
Monday, April 12, to file nominating
petitions in time for the Tuesday, June
8, Primary Election. Independent can-
didates have until June 8 at 4 p.m. to
file their petitions.
Bill Would Prohibit Government
Salaries Over that of Governor’s

State Senator Mike Doherty (LD-
23, Washington) a member of the
Senate Budget and Appropriations
Committee, is drafting legislation that
would prohibit public employees in
New Jersey from making more than
the governor.

“It is simply ridiculous that an
employee of the state would qualify
for a higher salary than the governor,”
Mr. Doherty said. “The governor of
the state of New Jersey has by far the
hardest job in the state and the most
responsibility. The state payroll
should reflect that fact.”

Currently, the governor’s salary is
set at $175,000 per year.

Gerbounka Named Mayor of
Year by Gateway Chamber

The Gateway Chamber of Com-
merce has named Linden Mayor Ri-
chard Gerbounka as Union County
Mayor of the Year. He was honored at
the organization’s recent Mayors Din-
ner at the Renaissance Newark Air-
port Hotel.

Sen. Asks Dow to Join Health
Care Bill Suit With Other States

Senator Mike Doherty (LD-23,
Washington) and Assemblywoman
Alison Littell McHose (LD-24,
Sparta) have called on New Jersey
Attorney General Paula Dow to join
attorneys general in 14 other states in
a lawsuit that holds that the $940
billion federal health care package
signed into law this week is unconsti-
tutional.

Attorneys General in Florida, Vir-
ginia, South Carolina, Nebraska,
Texas, Utah, Alabama, Louisiana,
Colorado, Michigan, Pennsylvania,
Washington, Idaho and South Dakota
have already filed suit.

Mr. Doherty and Ms. McHose said
they would reach out directly to Gov-
ernor Chris Christie with their re-
quest. In addition, Rep. Scott Garrett
(R-5th) has introduced a resolution in
the House of Representatives recog-
nizing the efforts of state legislatures,
attorneys general and citizens to re-
sist the implementation of the health
care bill.

Senator Doherty and Assembly-
woman McHose have both intro-
duced the “Health Care Freedom

Amendment” in their respective
houses. The bills (SCR-81 and ACR-
109) were assigned to the Senate
and Assembly committees, respec-
tively.

The proposed amendment would
change Article I of the State Consti-
tution to include, “No State or fed-
eral law or regulation shall compel,
directly or indirectly, any person to
obtain health care coverage, any em-
ployer to provide health care cover-
age to its employees, or any health
care provider to participate in any
health care coverage plan or pro-
gram.”

Union Among Counties
Eligible for Assistance

AREA — Residents of 12 New Jer-
sey counties who suffered damages as
a result of the severe storms and flood-
ing that began on March 12 are urged
to register for disaster assistance with
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) as soon as possible.
Federal funding has been made avail-
able to affected individuals in Atlan-
tic, Bergen, Cape May, Essex,
Gloucester, Mercer, Middlesex,
Monmouth, Morris, Passaic, Somerset,
and Union Counties.

According to FEMA External Af-
fairs Officer Dana Cudmore, there is
a maximum grant award of $29,900,
“but only a small percentage of appli-
cants will qualify for that amount” as
most New Jerseyans have flood in-
surance.

“However, insurance does not cover
all losses, and we encourage all to
register for assistance,” she said. As-
sistance can include grants for tem-
porary housing and home repairs, low-
cost loans to cover uninsured prop-
erty losses, and other programs to
help individuals and business owners
recover from the effects of the disas-
ter.

 Property owners have until July 2
to file applications with FEMA. Ms.

Cudmore said that once eligibility
has been determined it takes seven to
10 days for applicants to receive fund-
ing. Residents and business owners
who sustained losses can register by
calling (800) 621-FEMA (3362), or
for the speech or hearing impaired
TTY (800) 462-7585, or online any-
time at disasterassistance.gov. These
toll-free telephone numbers will op-
erate 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., seven days a
week until further notice.

Applicants will need to provide:
Social Security number, address of
the damaged home or apartment, de-
scription of the damage, information
about insurance coverage, a current
contact telephone number, a mailing
address, and a bank account and rout-
ing numbers for direct deposit of any
financial assistance.

Stender Rips Christie on
Family Planning Cuts

TRENTON – Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) has
expressed “shock and dismay” that
Governor Chris Christie’s budget plan
calls for eliminating family planning
services that she said have helped
“save New Jersey taxpayers hundreds
of millions of dollars.”

“It’s inexcusable that Governor
Christie is apparently placing conser-
vative ideology above women’s health
care and is so willing to axe smart and
effective programs that have saved
New Jersey taxpayers millions of dol-
lars,” Mrs. Stender said.

Under Mr. Christie’s budget plan,
which she said proposes tax increases
on the working poor, middle-class
and hospitals, grants to support clini-
cal family planning and related ser-
vices have been eliminated to save
$7.45 million.

Mrs. Stender said more than
136,000 patients were served by fam-

ily planning services in New Jersey
last year, helping prevent 40,000 preg-
nancies and 19,000 abortions and sav-
ing the state more than $150 million.

Family planning services involve
contraception; routine gynecological
exams; screening for high blood pres-
sure, anemia and diabetes; breast and
cervical cancer screening and educa-
tion; screening and treatment for sexu-
ally-transmitted infections; HIV test-
ing and counseling, pre-pregnancy
counseling and education; pregnancy
testing and confirmation, and prena-
tal care.

“These are not radical, out-of-the-
ordinary services,” Mrs. Stender said.
“They are vital and important health
care services that many women and
families would not otherwise receive.
If the governor has his way, the nega-
tive impact of his decision will rever-
berate in communities across this state
and cost taxpayers dearly.”

Board of Health Seeks
To Regulate Salons

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Regional Board of Health has post-
poned a vote on an ordinance that
would require all hair styling and
nail salons in town to register annu-
ally with board of health for a fee of
$65.

The board introduced the ordinance
at its March 1 meeting.

Maria Candida of Maria Candida’s
Hair Forum, located on Prospect
Street, called the proposed fee “double
dipping” on the town’s part in that
hair salons already pay $60 per year
to the state, which currently inspects
salons.

Under the proposed municipal or-
dinance, the board of health would
also inspect these businesses.At
Monday’s meeting, many of the busi-
nesses attending the meeting said they
had not received notice of the meet-
ing.

The board opted to postpone the
vote, noting that only four members
were present and that a fifth vote was
needed to pass the ordinance.

The board will consider the ordi-
nance for adoption at its Monday,
May 3, meeting at the town council
chambers of the Westfield Municipal
Building. The meeting will begin at
5:30 p.m.

See More Government
News on Page 16
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Future of The Education Industry;
Will The NJEA Learn from History?

By SAL CARUANA
In today’s troubled economy, high

costs, high property taxes and declining
state aid threaten the future of public
education in New Jersey. Like many
American industrial unions that were simi-
larly challenged in recent decades, the
New Jersey Education Association
(NJEA)’s response to the state’s fiscal
crisis will impact the future of its indus-
try. Will the union heed Governor Chris
Christie’s call and become a more flex-
ible partner in the search for cost and
productivity solutions? Just as impor-
tantly, will the NJEA learn from history?

When an American industry is no longer
competitive or profitable, there are usu-
ally multiple causes — such as changes in
demand, rising costs of raw materials,
new technologies and increased interna-
tional competition. In the last 40 years,
there are a handful of industries, which
when faced with these pressures, needed
radical wage, benefits and work rules
restructuring as the last hope for survival
— and the intransigence of labor leaders
and workers to do so became nothing
short of a suicide pact.

The most recent case in point is our
nationalized automobile industry, where
the labor cost at General Motors has been
roughly $85 per hour per worker includ-
ing all benefits and unfunded pension
liabilities. How can a company compete
in a global economy with such a top-
heavy labor cost? The answer is it can’t
(even with import tariffs of 2.5 percent on
cars and 25 percent on pick-up trucks),
which is why the American consumer can
find far more quality for the same price in
foreign cars.

GM’s market share was once 60 per-
cent in the U.S. Last year it was less than
20 percent, forcing it and other declining
U.S. automakers to seek bankruptcy pro-
tection as nationalized industries. Henry
Ford, the embodiment of American capi-
talism, must be rolling over in his grave at
the fate of the once proud auto industry.
Andrew Carnegie would too, at the de-
mise of the U.S. Steel and organized
labor’s shared responsibility for the
deindustrialization of America.

In the ’70’s, a number of basic Ameri-
can industries went into serious decline
when spiraling labor costs could not be
controlled in an economy adjusting to
permanently higher oil prices. The ship-
ping, airlines, trucking and railroad in-
dustries were at particular risk. For de-
cades, they had been artificially supported
by fixed government regulated rates,
which increased every year to cover higher
union wage costs and to insure shared
profitability in the face of rising inflation.

In the early ’70’s, high inflation pushed
American consumers to the breaking
point, and the oil crisis pushed these strug-
gling industries over the edge. Labor
would not give an inch, and the malaise
was eventually broken by the U.S. gov-
ernment, which resorted to textbook capi-
talism: fixed rates were slowly abolished,

barriers of entry were lowered, and new
(non-unionized) companies with lower
costs and prices began to compete.

Many of the larger companies collapsed
under deregulation, with massive union
job losses ending organized labor’s
stranglehold on our transportation indus-
tries and the American consumer. The
Teamster’s union, to name just one, is still
struggling to recover. The lessons learned
were clear; and they were repeated in
other businesses in the ’80’s, ’90’s, and
most recently in Detroit: in a changing
economy, industries trapped by declining
revenues and high fixed employee costs
need the cooperation of organized labor
to remain competitive and quality driven.
When such cooperation is largely denied,
the worker is as much the loser as any
other stakeholder.

Here is a statistic for you: in 2009 for
the first time since this analytic has been
kept (1983), there were more unionized
workers in government — 7.9 million
total — than in the rest of American
industry combined. What does that tell
you about industry in the United States?
Or worse yet, about the size of govern-
ment? When it comes to organized labor,
the business of America is no longer
business, it is government.

In the American industry known as
public education, national concern has
increased steadily in the last two decades
regarding our lowest-performing schools.
Not surprisingly free-market solutions
have become part of the desperate search
for improvements. Innovative strategies
that challenge the status quo such as test-
based accountability, merit pay, reforms
to remove ineffective tenured faculty,
charter schools and school choice (vouch-
ers) have predictably lacked the support
of the NJEA.

Last Monday, this non-support was
cited by the federal government as one of
the reasons for the denial of New Jersey’s
application for a piece of the $400 million
‘Race to The Top’ education superfund.
In its rejection letter to the state, federal
regulators said the lack of NJEA support
for the N.J. plan “…has the real and
credible possibility to weaken the state’s
reform agenda.” The rejection clearly
framed the larger question.

In the current state fiscal and property
tax crisis, with New Jersey taxpayers
struggling to do more with less and local
school budgets in ruin, the NJEA has an
urgent decision to make: Will it be the
ally or enemy of much needed cost and
productivity changes? The future of pub-
lic education awaits its answer, and the
recent history of organized labor in the
United States points to the fact that the
union is very likely to misjudge its own
self-interests, dig in, resist change and in
the process make the wrong choice for
itself as well as New Jersey.

The sad irony is that no one knows
better than teachers that the ultimate im-
portance of learning history is to avoid its
mistakes.

Governor Christie, Where Are
The ‘Tools’ for Towns, BOEs?

As New Jersey citizens, Governor, we know there
is no more money other than that which has been
allocated from the state. We know that the teachers’
union, public employee unions, police and fire unions
refuse to compromise. We know that the laws are
setup favoring them to go to court or binding arbitra-
tion for more money; and they probably will win, as
matters are rigged.

Regrettably, they will probably eat their young in
doing so – resulting in a serious weakening of our
infrastructure and public services. Is it to be that
younger employees that do much of the work will be
fired, while those untouchable with seniority and
tenure ride out the fray?

True too, we are disgusted in having our privacy
invaded at home on television as the New Jersey
Education Association (NJEA) with self-serving
disinformation is spending millions of dollars. It’s
their right to do so, but so sad.

We know that the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority spent a court-ordered $250 million that the 14
towns in Union County must now pay for without
any means to do so.

We believe you, Governor, when you say that the
expired, one time “Millionaires Tax” of last year is
counterproductive; and if reinstated will actually
decrease tax revenues as the rich leave the state.
Further, that such taxes make New Jersey businesses
take flight, along with their jobs going elsewhere.

In “rich” suburbia where we live, we understand
that most of the money is being sent to poorer towns
such as Plainfield and Elizabeth. We know our school
systems get essentially no support from the state
though our communities provide tens of millions of
dollars. We understand that the poorer towns would

likely collapse without the aid from our money.
Yes, we believe that all public employees (includ-

ing executives) should take a pay freeze (perhaps
even a pay cut) until the fiscal crisis is dealt with. We
also believe that sooner or later, the Governor in-
tends to purge our government of all the malfeasance
— and those entrenched who are milking our public
funds. We understand, Governor, that you know who
they are too because many of them are close to you
in the hallowed chambers of the Legislature, com-
missions and authorities – and those double dipping.

As citizens, how can we help you make the right
things happen?

Yes, we understand that even given all this, our
property taxes will still rise.

True too, if matters could be dealt with over two to
three years, more reasonable adjustments may be
possible – rather than the “shock and awe” now
being encountered.

Now our local public safety is being threatened as
police, firemen, public works and local administra-
tion face being laid off as mayors have no choice –
no tools to deal with it. Our state legislators and
county freeholders have no answers to offer. The
Governor is the only one in a position of power to do
anything. Governor Christie, you declared a fiscal
state of emergency at the beginning of this year. Does
this have any teeth?

We understand, Governor, that you inherited the
unfortunate situation, and with best intentions, are
doing what is necessary. However, you have tied our
hands behind our backs.

Before there is serious damage to our infrastruc-
ture, public safety and employees, please Governor,
tell us “Where are the tools?”

Letters to the Editor

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Curassow – A bird of South and

Central America similar to the turkey
2. Capillature – The act of dressing the

hair
3. Flagitious – Shameful; corrupt
4. Fiants – The dung of a fox, wolf or

badger

CAPERCAILLIE
1. A burrowing animal of South

America related to the armadillo but
smaller

2. A water wheel, consisting of two
tapering shells, one within the other

3. The Scotch wood grouse
4. A calcareous deposit found in the

sacs of the ear
TANA

1. With great speed
2. In India, a police station
3. A species of sandpiper
4. Of utmost importance

XERES
1. The fork-tailed arctic gull
2. A small three-masted vessel used by

the corsairs in the Mediterranean
3. An ancient Persian king who fought

against the Greeks at the battle of Mara-
thon

4. A sherry from Spain
WLATSOME

1. Alluring; intriging
2. Overloaded
3. Disgusting; offensive
4. Expansive; very rangy

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Sensitive Issues Yet to Be Touched by
The Planet Westfield Series

Since March 18, The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, with the aid of former Westfield
town councilmen Sal Caruana and Peter Echausse, have
been publishing “Planet Westfield” to assist the public in
making informed choices, assigning priorities and ana-
lyzing solutions during this period of fiscal emergency in
the state. You can read previous articles online at
goleader.com.

The articles use Westfield as a model in an attempt to
describe the many forces at work: union contracts, pen-
sions, the schools, the municipality and the county along
with the impacts of state aid and property taxes.

Many of the subjects are complex and tread on sensitive
areas. Discussion of school and county taxes has caused
angst. For example, how many public schools does the
county operate? – and why? Also, might this be the time
to suspend the Open SpaceTax?

Other topics are upcoming that are controversial as
well. As example, the Westfield Police Department is
currently under contract negotiations with the town.

As best we can tell, the policemen’s union is asking for
6 percent per year increases (4.5 percent salary and 1.5
percent stipend for benefits rebate). As these negotiations
are private, the information provided to us may be fluid.
Should any of the parties wish to share information with
the public, we’d be glad to print it.

Soon, we understand that the standoff may involve a
process called Final Offer Arbitration, where both parties
submit their “best offers” to an arbitrator who must select
one as the binding award.

Given the spending limits imposed on towns by Gover-
nor Chris Christie, the police union demands could spell
disaster for other town employees.

Another major item looming for the town is the mam-
moth charge for the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) improvements. These charges currently stand at
about $3.5 million per year for Westfield, whereas they
were only about $2 million a couple of years back.

Scotch Plains, Clark and Rahway tried to deal with the
RVSA charges by forming separate town utility authori-
ties based on water usage – thus passing the costs on to
users rather than having them incorporated into the prop-
erty tax bill.

For the most part, these efforts had unintended conse-
quences: bureaucracy cost resulted, citizens were angered
and several businesses were smothered. Simple examples
include laundromats.

Westfield has observed these failings and vows not to
repeat those mistakes. For example, would water and
sewer charges flood the Westfield Memorial Pool? What
about the Westfield Area “Y” that does not pay any taxes
– should schools and churches pay sewer charges? Envi-
sion the situation that could occur in Mountainside with
The Children’s Specialized Hospital, which, in itself,
does not pay taxes.

One consideration on the table is a flat fee to all
property owners in town to help offset the increased sewer
costs. With 10,000 homes in town, a $100 charge per
home per year would offset $1,000,000 of the sewer cost
and help keep the town afloat.

BOE Failed to Bargain in Good Faith
When It Announced Salary Freeze

The April 1, 2010, edition of the
Westfield Leader carried a front-page ar-
ticle with the headline: “MS BOE Freezes
Salaries of All Staff Members.” The only
excuse for such a misleading headline
would be an April Fools’ Day joke.

The Mountainside Education Associa-
tion (MEA) and the Mountainside BOE
have a legal obligation to bargain terms
and conditions of employment. The ne-
gotiations teams agreed to meet for the
first time on March 31, 2010, to exchange
negotiations proposals for a successor
agreement to the contract between the
parties, which will expire June 30, 2010.
However, on Tuesday, March 30, 2010,
the Mountainside BOE announced at its
budget presentation that no staff member
would receive a pay raise for the 2010-
2011 school year. Salary for school em-
ployees in the State of New Jersey is
mandatorily negotiable according to the
New Jersey Employer-Employee Rela-
tions Act (NJSA 34:Ch.13A). To freeze
the salaries of the teachers, secretaries,
custodians and paraprofessionals em-
ployed by Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion requires agreement by the

Mountainside Education Association
(MEA). No such agreement exists.

MEA was approached by administra-
tion in the weeks prior to the budget
presentation to consider various savings
in compensation for next year. Since bar-
gaining was about to commence, MEA’s
consistent answer has been to negotiate as
required by law.

The MEA views the announcement
made by the BOE regarding salary as a
failure to bargain in good faith and will
investigate all legal remedies including
an unfair practice charge before the Pub-
lic Employment Relations Commission.
The MEA will continue to meet with the
board team and negotiate all terms and
conditions of employment. No agreement
has been made to freeze salaries for next
year or any other year.

The MEA remains committed to the
negotiations process, which includes the
ultimate ratification of proposed changes
of the contract by all members. The next
scheduled negotiations meeting is on
Tuesday, April 13.

Suzanne Jenks, President
Mountainside Education Assoc.

‘Outraged’ by Gov./
Teacher’s Union

I’ve been following with great interest
the battle that has arisen between Gover-
nor Christie and the teacher’s union. I feel
compelled to write this letter because I am
outraged by the current situation.

My outrage has several sources. I am
angry with an activist N.J. Supreme Court
whose decision 30 years ago created the
Abbott districts. This decision mandated
an unfair, totally inequitable school-fund-
ing program that is crushing many subur-
ban taxpayers. I am angry with Governor
Christie who drastically cut aid to schools
and municipalities without implement-
ing any protections for the taxpayers who
have to make up for that lost state aid. I am
angry with the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion who blithely signed a new teacher’s
contract without waiting to see what would
happen with state aid for education.

I am outraged by the recalcitrance and
disingenuousness of the teacher’s union.
They claim that they are the only ones
being asked to sacrifice and that they’re
really only interested in “what is best for
the kids”. No – they appear to want only
what is best for their pocketbooks.

A dose of reality is in order. Teacher
salaries meet or exceed most of those in
the private sector. And those salaries are
for basically nine months of work per
year. Their benefits are beyond compari-
son to anything workers in private indus-
try enjoy. The 1.5 percent of annual sala-
ries that they’re being asked to contribute
to their medical insurance is a pittance.

I am not anti-union. Unions helped
make America great. My husband is a
union carpenter. The difference is that
unions working with private industry have
to compromise and even be willing to re-
visit negotiated contracts. If they don’t,
the work will go away.

My husband’s union cut our medical
insurance dramatically because so many
(including my husband) are out of work.
The company I work for instituted a wage
freeze two years ago. We no longer re-
ceive matching funds for our 401(k) and
employees pay more in two months for
family medical coverage than teachers
pay in a year. We understand these cuts
were necessary because of the economy
and we feel fortunate that we have jobs.

The teacher’s union refuses to consider
a wage freeze. Their rallying cry is “it’s
about the kids.” No, it isn’t. They’d rather
see teachers lose jobs and programs be cut
instead of freezing wages. If it was really
about the kids, teachers would be willing
to consider a wage freeze and other
changes such as accountability, merit pay,
a longer school day and/or school year.

They claim that the governor is a bully
– I’d say that maybe their all-powerful
union is the bully. As the adage goes,
“power corrupts and absolute power cor-
rupts absolutely”.

Teachers are not villains, and many of
them may disagree with their unions. We
entrust them with our children, our most
precious resource. Teachers provide a
great service to our community and de-
serve to be compensated fairly and well.
But the reality is that their wages and
benefits are out of control and can no
longer be sustained by the taxpayer.

The status quo works for the teacher’s
union – for the ordinary citizen working
(or without work) in the private sector –
not so much.

Marian Romano
Westfield

Rescue Squad ‘Pleased’
By Courteous Drivers
Today (Friday), my partner, Deputy

Captain Jon Delano, and I were transport-
ing a patient to Overlook Hospital. We
had to navigate through heavy traffic on
Central Avenue. I am pleased to report
that every vehicle, in both directions,
responded to our emergency lights and
siren by moving to the right side of the
road to let us pass.

As this is not always the case, it is very
reassuring to know that there are so many
courteous drivers in Westfield. Thank
you to all the drivers who took the extra
minute to obey the law.

Lynn Feldman
Westfield Rescue Squad Captain

Scotch Plains Resident Wants Litter
Bugs to Stop Leaving Ads on Property
Editor’s Note: A Scotch Plains resi-

dent writes: “I live in Scotch Plains and
have vendors throwing their ads on my
driveway in plastic bags with stones (so
they shouldn’t blow away). According to
the attached document (below), this is
unlawful. Would you put this information
in the newspaper? I don’t think anyone
likes this litter problem.”

3-5 Distribution Of Papers, Books,
Magazines And Circulars

3-5.1 Prohibition.
No person shall distribute or cause to

be distributed or strewn about any street,
in an automobile or public place, any
newspaper, paper, periodical, book, maga-
zine, circular, card or pamphlet.

3-5.2 Distributing Papers, Books, etc.
Restricted. No person shall distribute or

cause to be distributed to the occupants of
any house or place or cause to be placed
into any areaway, in front of, or along the
side or rear of any house, or upon the
doorstep thereof, any newspaper, paper,
periodical, book, magazine, circular, card
or pamphlet, unless the same has been
previously ordered by the person in actual
occupation of the house, in the areaway of
which, in front of which, or along the side
or rear or doorstep of which, the newspa-
per, paper, periodical, book, magazine,
circular, card or pamphlet shall be distrib-
uted or placed.

3-5.3 Written Permit.
No person shall go from house to house

to distribute to the occupants of any house
any newspaper, paper, periodical, book,
magazine, circular, card or pamphlet,
unless the same has been previously or-
dered by the person in actual occupation
at the house, or unless a written permit for
making such distribution is obtained from
the chief of police or the officer in charge
at police headquarters.

27-2.4 Distribution of Handbills.
It is unlawful for any person to place, to

cause to be placed, or to hire another
person to place any advertisement, hand-
bill or unsolicited material of any kind in
or on any street, sidewalk, building or
vehicle within the community in such a
manner that it may be removed by natural
forces. (Ord. 93-02; 26-02; 30-03)

J. Hummert
Scotch Plains

To reach us, e-mail:
editor@goleader.com

Letters to the Editor

See more letters on page 18
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This Is Westfield 201038th Annual Edition
Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 
Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., 
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to the public 
a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” on
Thursday, April 8, 2010 at Ferraro’s South (Catering Hall) in Westfield, New
Jersey and Saturday, April 10, 2010 at The Grand Summit Hotel in Summit, New 
Jersey. Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 37 years, and 
his group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the 
legal process and answer your questions concerning premarital agreements,
separation, divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child 
support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court review of changed financial and 
child related circumstances, how the current economic climate will impact
divorce and post-divorce matters, as well as the law governing civil unions.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to 
the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for 
significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by 
avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if 
you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free 
Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be 
of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.
Reservations Required (no names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2010
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 10, 2010
   1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

FERRARO’S SOUTH (Catering Hall)
425 South Elmer St. 
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-233-9777
www.ferrarossouth.com

THE GRAND SUMMIT HOTEL
    570 Springfield Ave. 
    Summit, New Jersey 07901
    908-273-3000
    www.grandsummit.com

Mattress Factory mattresses are
much more physically fit than name brands...

Because name brands don’t have
“the guts” to outlast us!

Superior 
construction means 
the Mattress Factory 
mattresses are built 2-sided to be
flipped*, lasting years longer than
famous name brands at a fraction 
of the name brand prices.
*applies to spring mattresses only

$50.00
OFF

$100.00
OFF

35 South Avenue, Fanwood, NJ • 908-322-4178
319 Rte. 10 East, East Hanover • 973-428-0511

Mon–Fri 10-6, Thurs 10-8, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5 • East Hanover closed Mon

www.mattressfac.com

any purchase of Twin or
Full Sets of $499 or more
with this coupon.
Cannot be combined with any other offers.
New purchases only. Expires 4/30/10 Wstfld

any purchase of Queen or
King Sets of $699 or more
with this coupon. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers. 
New purchases only. Expires 4/30/10 Wstfld

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Building Yesteryear Today

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Interior Renovations

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • BASEMENTS • MILLWORKING

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • RE-FIT EXISTING ROOMS

Westfield School Superintendent and BOE President Have Their Say...
“a 4-percent increase in local taxes” (as defined by the ‘State Cap’)

Budget Maintains Core Academic and
Co-Curricular Programs at 4% Inc.

Your board of education and I have
worked to develop a budget that main-
tains the core academic and co-curricular
programs valued by the community in the
face of the recent $4.2-million cut in state
aid. The millions of dollars less that we
will receive from the state will result in a
4-percent increase in local taxes. Although
the state has approved a higher increase in
local taxes, we do not want to place any
further burden on the taxpayer. We con-
tinue to balance our goals of high educa-
tional standards with prudent fiscal re-
sponsibility.

Quality instruction is the key to learn-
ing and quality teachers are the founda-
tion of that instruction. In Westfield, par-
ents recognize that the individuals who
are with their children for the majority of
the day have a great deal of responsibility
and influence. Parents expect those indi-
viduals to be trained and dedicated pro-
fessionals who teach in an environment
that thrives on a partnership of school and
community.

There has been much written in the
newspapers lately about teachers’ sala-
ries and benefits. Next year, the net bud-
get increase in the cost of Westfield teach-
ers’ salaries and benefits amounts to 0.8
percent, with the health insurance com-
ponent of recently settled contracts sav-
ing the district $1.3 million. Westfield
teacher salaries and benefits are calcu-
lated into the cost per pupil by the Depart-
ment of Education (DOE). According to
the DOE, our average is lower than the
state’s.

The system of funding school districts
in New Jersey continues to fall more
heavily on the suburban taxpayer. It is no
wonder why cries for relief are heard in
Westfield and other similar towns. Al-
though Westfield taxpayers send a tre-
mendous amount of revenue to Trenton
through state income and sales taxes, next
year the Westfield Public Schools will
receive $448,000 in state aid, represent-
ing less than 1 percent of the budget.

I do not pretend to know the solution
for the fiscal crisis in Trenton that has
escalated through the years. I do know,
however, that parents will continue to
expect that their children receive an edu-
cation equal to that of our recent gradu-
ates. We are proud that 95 percent are
attending colleges and universities, 29
received National Merit Letters of Com-
mendation, six were named National Merit
Finalists, two were selected as esteemed
National Merit Scholars, 38 were named
Edward Bloustein Distinguished Schol-
ars, 121 were inducted into the National
Honor Society, and 205 received the
President’s Education Award. Newsweek
magazine places Westfield High School
in the top 4 percent of high schools in the
nation, and according to our community
survey, 86 percent of residents moved to
Westfield because of our schools.

I invite the public to learn more about
the budget for 2010-2011 by attending
my presentations on Wednesday, April
14. A morning session will be held at
Edison Intermediate School at 10 a.m.
and in the evening at Westfield High
School at 7:30 p.m. Both sessions are
sponsored by the Parent-Teacher
Council’s Budget Task Force.

I appreciate the messages containing
recommendations, support or concern that
I have received since the governor’s an-
nouncement of our budget cut...another
indication of Westfield valuing educa-
tion and caring for our community.

Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.
Westfield Schools Superintendent

What Is the State Cap
And the Tax Increase?
Editor’s Note: Understanding school

budgets is difficult. Spending and total
tax increase do not necessarily corre-
spond to the ‘State Cap’ as the citizen
may assume. For example, in the Westfield
School District Budget Statement pub-
lished on March 25 (goleader.com/
10mar25), local tax is shown to go from
$80.35 million to $84.43 million (5 per-
cent increase?).

On March 30, the Westfield BOE re-
vised the budget whereby the tax levy will
be $83.9 million. The school website pro-
vides the revised budget statement. To us,
this calculates as a 4.44 percent increase
– but the formula required by the state
calculates it to be a 4 percent ‘Cap’.

We sought the help of Bob Berman,
business administrator for the Westfield
Schools, to clarify this. We thank him for
providing the following explanation: “The
proposed tax levy for the general operat-
ing budget is $81,379,595. This is the
number that will appear on the ballot. The
proposed tax levy for the debt service on
the previously approved bond referenda
is $2,534,127. When added together the
total is $83,913,722. The $83,913,722
when divided by the Net Taxable Valua-
tion of $1,906,148,842 will yield a tax
rate of $4.402. The tax rate for the 2009-
10 school year is $4.232. The difference
of .17 is a tax rate increase for 2010-11 of
4.017 percent.”

So, as towns and school districts wrestle
with budgets and talk about tax increases
and the ‘State Cap’...

‘Confused and Bewildered’ By
BOE’s ‘Rush To Ratify’ Contract

WF BOE Provides ‘High Quality
Ed.,’ And Is ‘Fiscally Responsible’

My name is Mitch Slater and I am the
only non-incumbent running for the
Westfield Board of Education on April
20. As many of you have heard me say at
the public board meetings, I remain con-
fused and bewildered by the board’s “rush
to ratify” the teacher’s contract, which
includes a 3.9-percent annual pay increase,
just days before knowing exactly how
much aid would be decreased. Again, I
reiterate this is not an attack on our won-
derful teachers – they are hard working
and deserving of our praise. I continue
every day to be impressed by the dedica-
tion and caring that my kids’ teachers
bring to the classroom.

But the fact remains that we all must
participate in “shared sacrifice” though.
Just ask any of our residents who are out
of work or had to accept pay cuts or no
raises to get their companies through these
challenging times. The question still re-
mains as resident Richard Flynn wrote
me in a letter this week, “Why the rush —
and who benefited.” Mr. Flynn pointed
out correctly that 70 percent of the budget
this year is salaries, which means a 3.9-
percent increase amounts to an additional
cost of $1.5 million (after subtracting $1
million in healthcare savings). This would
come close to meeting nearly 30 percent

of the projected shortfall in state aid alone
if salaries remained flat. Clearly Mr. Flynn
was also correct in suggesting the school
district bring in professionals to negotiate
on the district’s behalf considering the
professionals the NJEA employs to con-
sult with the Westfield Education Asso-
ciation.

In my view, it makes no sense that
anyone, especially an elected official,
would approve any kind of raise in this
economy when the state is fiscally insol-
vent, residents are suffering with job losses
and wage freezes, and seniors are receiv-
ing zero increases in social security. I just
don’t get it, and if elected I hope to get
some straight answers.

I also hesitate to think about what a 3.9-
percent salary increase will look like in
years two and three of the contract, par-
ticularly if the proposed tax levy increase
cap of 2.5 percent is implemented. But
that is what elected officials must do —
think and plan ahead. If elected, I promise
you that I will do just that. We need shared
sacrifice and long-term thinking if we are
going to preserve our most precious re-
source — the teachers — who educate our
most precious asset — our children.

Mitch Slater
Westfield

Last week, the Large Hadron Collider
(LHC), a huge circular particle accelerator
that is 16.7 miles in circumference and
straddles the French/Swiss border, accel-
erated a stream of protons in opposite
directions to within 99.9 percent of the
speed of light and collided them at a total
energy level of seven trillion electron volts,
the highest energy level ever achieved in a
laboratory. The results of collisions that
occurred within a fraction of a second will
take months, if not years, to analyze. The
goal is to understand the physics of what
occurred in the first moments following
the Big Bang and to gain a better under-
standing of the nature of the universe. Each
of the scientists, who conceived and de-
signed the LHC, devised the experiments
and are now analyzing the data, undoubt-
edly got their start in classrooms similar to
those here in Westfield. They were most
likely motivated and challenged by teach-
ers who sparked an interest and created the
desire to further their knowledge, much
the same way the teachers in Westfield do
for their students.

We are extremely fortunate to live in a
community that places such a high value
on the education of our children, who are
being given the opportunity to discover
what they are passionate about and to
learn in an intellectually challenging en-
vironment that respects individual differ-
ences and learning styles. To that end,
Westfield High School offers 171 courses
of study encompassing all levels of abil-
ity and understanding from introductory
to Advanced Placement. There are 21
social studies, 16 science, 20 math, 17
English, 27 fine arts and 38 world lan-
guage courses in five languages. There
are clubs and extracurricular activities
that run the gamut of interests, offering
something for every student.

But it’s not enough to talk only about
the breadth of offerings. We also need to
recognize the quality of the education we
offer and the impact it has on each student
as they prepare for life after high school.
Our test scores are always well above the
norm. A very high percentage of our
students continue their education at four-

year colleges. Many pursue higher-level
study at the master’s and doctorate level
or pursue professional careers in one field
or another. Perhaps most tellingly, we
constantly hear from returning graduates
that once they got to college, they felt
more prepared than many of their peers.

All this is done with lower than aver-
age costs in almost every category. Our
overall per-pupil costs and, in particular,
the per-pupil classroom salaries and ben-
efits costs, are well below both the state
average and the average for comparable
districts. A high quality school system is
not inexpensive, and yet the Westfield
Board of Education has consistently pro-
vided an extremely high quality educa-
tion to every student in our schools while
at the same time being fiscally respon-
sible and prudent. In addition, our schools

attract people to our community, causing
property values to remain high, and some-
what insulating property values from the
effects of the economic downturn.

None of this would be possible without
the support of the community. I thank you
for the support you have given in the past
and urge you to continue to support this
vital effort. I ask for your support not only
in my bid for re-election to the board, but
also to pass the budget on April 20.

Richard Solomon
Member, Westfield BOE

– Solomon (cont.) –

WF School Budget Tax
Impact is 4% Cap

On March 30, the Westfield Board of
Education approved a 2010-2011 school
budget that has a 4 percent property tax
impact. The Westfield Board of Educa-
tion is permitted to go “above the 4 per-
cent state cap” but chose not to do so.

Boards of Education in other towns
have approved a higher property tax in-
crease: Madison, 4 percent, with a 0.6
percent second question; Scotch Plains,
4.32 percent; Fanwood, 7.18 percent; New
Providence, 4.68 percent; Bernards, 5.19
percent; Berkeley Heights, 5.4 percent;
Summit, 5.6 percent; Chatham, 7.4 per-
cent.

The property tax impact uses the cur-
rent assessed value of Westfield taxable
property as its basis, and offers an appro-
priate comparison with neighboring
towns.

Westfield continues to operate with
below state average per-pupil costs, while
achieving above state average success on
state assessments. You have the opportu-
nity to continue this success on April 20
through your support of the school bud-
get.

Ginny Leiz, President
Westfield Board of Education

Here is the Answer?
In the Westfield BOE’s case: The net

(property) valuation used as the denomi-
nator is $1,906,148,842. That has changed
from 2009, and includes increases due to
new ratables in 2009. So, the BOE calcu-
lation becomes 4.017 percent. On the other
hand, when you go from a tax of
$80,350,000 to $83,913,000 that is an in-
crease of 4.4 percent. But because of  higher
ratables, the tax increase impact is 4.17
percent per property. The same math ap-
plies to the towns and other school districts
each year, and masks the real tax increase.

So, why is Fanwood getting hit so hard
compared to Scotch Plains given they
share the same school district?

Editors of Planet Westfield
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Classic Car Show to Be Held
At Historic Hetfield House

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Historic Preservation
Committee will host a classic car show
on Sunday, April 18, from 1 to 3 p.m.
at the historic Hetfield House, located
on Constitution Plaza in Mountainside.

Entitled “History’s Wheels,” the
show is expected to feature muscle
cars, trucks and other vintage ve-
hicles. This will be a non-judged
event, held more for display than com-
petition. One trophy will be awarded:
“The People’s Choice.”

“We expect up to 30 antique ve-
hicles to participate, showing off
their particular version of the
automobile’s contribution to Ameri-
can life,” said Scott Daniels, com-
mittee chairman.

On Saturday, April 17, the kick-
off day for the youth baseball sea-
son, the opening day parade will

feature antique vehicles, many of
which will be part of the car show
the following day.

The vehicles will be displayed in
the commuter parking lot next to
the Hetfield House as part of the
Open House weekend. This com-
muter parking lot will be reserved
for the car show, and permit holders
will be asked to cooperate during
the weekend of April 17 and 18.

Admission will be free to both
spectators and participants, al-
though a donation of $5 per car is
suggested. The Hetfield House it-
self will be open to visitors during
the car show hours.

All proceeds from the “History’s
Wheels” car show will go to support
the Hetfield House. For more infor-
mation, call Don Jeka at (908) 230-
9948.

POLICE BLOTTER

GIRL SCOUT WEEK…Westfield Girl Scouts came together at Mindowaskin
Park on March 8 for a first-time kickoff event to Girl Scout Week 2010. Mayor
Andy Skibitsky presented a proclamation declaring March 7 to 13 as the official
Girl Scout Week in Westfield. The evening also featured a flag ceremony; a music
video highlighting Girl Scout activities; a collection of canned goods for the local
food pantry and a Girl Scout luminary display, pictured above. Julie Patterson
organized the event and was mistress of ceremonies.

Book Sale Donation Days
To Take Place Next Week

WESTFIELD – The Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library is gear-
ing up for its annual book sale with
donation days on Thursday and Fri-
day, April 15 and 16, from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m., and Saturday, April 17, from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the library.

Those wishing to contribute hard-
back books, paperbacks, children’s
books, cookbooks and other selec-
tions, along with CDs, DVDs and other
audio-visual materials, to the sale are
asked to bring them during those hours
to the meeting room at the library,
located at 550 East Broad Street. The
Friends cannot accept textbooks,
magazines, damaged or condensed
books, records or encyclopedias.

Sale days will begin on Wednes-
day, April 21, with a preview for
members of the Friends of the Li-
brary from 9 a.m. to noon. Member-
ships may be purchased at the door.

The general sale will take place
from 2 to 8 p.m. that day.

The sale will continue on Thurs-
day, April 22, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
and on Half-Price Day, Friday, April
23, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. On Satur-
day, April 24, Bag Day will be held
from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. On that day,
customers can purchase an entire
bag of books for a small price.

Sale proceeds will benefit the li-
brary and all donations are tax-de-
ductible. The annual book sale repre-
sents the largest undertaking of the
Friends of the Library, which also
sponsors a museum pass program,
opera trips and library study scholar-
ships. It additionally hosts the Anne
Hale Speakers Series. Jody Lipson,
vice-president of the Friends, is coor-
dinating the book sale. Linnea Rhodes
and Diane Weinberg serve as co-presi-
dents of the Friends.

Literacy Volunteers to Hold
Spring New Tutor Training

WESTFIELD – Literacy Volunteers
of Union County has begun registra-
tion for its Spring New Tutor Train-
ing Workshop Series. This six-part
series will be held at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield, located at
140 Mountain Avenue, East.

The workshop sessions will be held
on April 20, 22 and 27 and May 4, 6 and
11. Workshops will begin at 6:30 p.m.
and conclude at 9 p.m. Attendance is
required at all sessions to become a
certified tutor. There will be a $40
materials fee for the workshop series.

Literacy Volunteers is a non-profit,
volunteer-driven organization that seeks
to improve the lives of adults by teach-
ing them to read, write and speak En-
glish so they can participate more fully
in family, workplace and community

life. Last year Literacy Volunteers of
Union County, working in conjunction
with Literacy Volunteers of Plainfield
Public Library, provided 623 adult learn-
ers with 16,293 hours of instruction and
trained 100 new tutors.

Tutors meet with their students one
hour a week at public libraries
throughout Union County. Tutors do
not need any teaching experience and
it is not necessary to know a foreign
language to become a volunteer.

For more information, visit the
organization’s website, lvaunion.org,
and go to News and Events. To regis-
ter for the spring training sessions,
click on the link in Upcoming Events.
Individuals also may e-mail
Susan@lvaunion.org or call Susan at
(908) 755-7998.

Miller-Cory to Spotlight
Abraham Clark Sunday

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum will spotlight
Abraham Clark, the only signer of the
Declaration of Independence from
Union County, during a program this
Sunday, April 11, from 2 to 4 p.m.

The museum, located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield, owns a chair
that once belonged to Abraham Clark.
Visitors will be able to see the chair
while learning more about his life.
Sunday’s program also will include
tours of the restored, 1740 farmhouse.

Members of the cooking commit-
tee will demonstrate skills used in
18th-century open-hearth cooking,
utilizing authentic recipes and sea-
sonal foods. Taste samples will be
offered to visitors. The museum gift
shop, which carries a variety of Colo-
nial toys, crafts, books and educa-
tional materials, will be open. Ad-

mission to the museum and its grounds
is $2.50 for adults, $1 for students
and free for children under age 4.

Upcoming Sunday programs in-
clude “African Slaves in New Jersey”
on April 18; “Sheep to Shawl Festival”
on April 25, from 1 to 4 p.m.; “Cook-
ing with Herbs and Herb Plant Sale”
on May 2; “18th Century Science and
Inventions” on May 16, and “18th
Century Folk Music” on May 23. Ad-
ditionally, the annual “Aunt Carrie’s
Attic Sale” will take place from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Saturday, May 29.

For more information, call the mu-
seum office weekday mornings at
(908) 232-1776, e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com or
visit millercoryhouse.org.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

CBI Men’s Club Slates
Blood Drive on Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Men’s
Club of Congregation Beth Israel
will host a blood drive this Sunday,
April 11, from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
the synagogue. Run by the Blood
Center of New Jersey, the drive will
be open to anyone in the community,
age 18 or older, who is medically
eligible to donate blood.

Congregation Beth Israel is lo-
cated at 18 Shalom Way, at the cor-
ner of Martine Avenue, in Scotch
Plains. For more information, call
the synagogue office at (908) 889-
1830 or Walter Chinoy, Blood Drive
chairman, at (908) 232-0062.

Mercy Guild to Present
Fashion Show-Lunch
AREA – The Mercy Guild (Moth-

ers Club) of Mount Saint Mary Acad-
emy in Watchung will host its benefit
Fashion Show and Basket Raffle Lun-
cheon on Sunday, April 18. Mount
Saint Mary Academy enrolls students
from Westfield, Scotch Plains and
other area communities.

This year’s program, entitled “A
Day at the Beach,” will begin at 11
a.m. at the Bridgewater Marriott. This
is the guild’s primary fundraising
event. Tickets are $65 each and must
be purchased in advance. Raffle tick-
ets, ranging from $2 to $10, may be
purchased in advance or at the door.
Prizes will include jewelry, designer
handbags, electronics, sporting goods,
theater tickets and gift certificates for
restaurants and other businesses.

Additionally, tickets for Mount Saint
Mary’s Super 50/50 raffle will be avail-
able for $20 each. Information and
ticket forms can be found on the
school’s website, mountsaintmary.org.

www.johnsmarket.com

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains

(908) 322-7126

POTPOURRI OF PRIZES…Guests at last year’s Mercy Guild of Mount Saint
Mary Academy fashion show admire some of the many prizes donated for the
raffle. This year’s event will take place on Sunday, April 18, beginning at 11 a.m.
at the Bridgewater Marriott. See related article on this page.

Westfield
Monday, March 29, Jermaine E. Reed, 26,

of East Orange was arrested on an outstand-
ing Newark warrant in the amount of $125
following an investigation of a suspicious
person on Michael Drive. He was released on
his own recognizance per Newark police.

Monday, March 29, Peter Kearney, 43,
of Westfield was arrested at Westfield po-
lice headquarters after he responded there to
satisfy an outstanding Bridgewater Town-
ship warrant in the amount of $750. He was
released after posting bail.

Monday, March 29, the manager of a West
South Avenue convenience store reported a
shoplifting incident involving a heavyset
white male who concealed and removed a
video game valued at $60 from the store
without paying for it. The suspect left the area
heading west on South Avenue in a white
Hyundai bearing New Jersey license plates.

Tuesday, March 30, two male juveniles
were arrested on the 400 block of West
Broad Street during an investigation. Patrol
units responded to a report of four suspi-
cious males entering the backyard of a resi-
dence. Officers arrived on the scene and
located all four individuals.

After further investigation, one of the
juveniles, a Cranford resident, was arrested
and charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana. A second
juvenile, from Westfield, was arrested and
charged with possession of drug parapher-
nalia. The remaining two juveniles were
taken into protective custody.

All four were transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and released
to their parents. The matter was forwarded
to the Westfield Police Department’s Juve-
nile Bureau.

Wednesday, March 31, Abba Jabbar Ball,
37, of East Orange was arrested at the Essex
County jail on a Westfield warrant. Ball was
held on $258 bail until his court appearance.

Thursday, April 1, Jazzmin E. Dixon, 19,
of Plainfield was arrested at West North
Avenue and Tuttle Parkway on a Westfield
traffic warrant. She was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting $99 bail.

Thursday, April 1, a license plate belong-
ing to a motor vehicle registered to a
Bridgewater resident was found at Central
and Lenox Avenues. It was surrendered to
the Westfield Police Department and held
for safekeeping.

Thursday, April 1, an abandoned bicycle,
said to be in poor condition, was found in the
area of Rahway Avenue and Faulkner Drive.
Police described it as a silver and blue Motiv
Aluminum 6061 Series Ca. 480 bicycle. It
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters and held for safekeeping.

Thursday, April 1, a Westfield resident
and business owner responded to Westfield
police headquarters to report the theft of
multiple advertisement signs between March
23 and April 1. The approximate value of
the theft was $210. The matter was referred
to the Westfield Police Department’s De-
tective Bureau.

Friday, April 2, a police officer on routine
patrol observed graffiti on both sides of the
tennis wall at the Memorial Pool complex.

Friday, April 2, Thomas M. Tiedemann,
36, of Scotch Plains was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on four Westfield traf-
fic warrants totaling $300. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, April 2, an Elizabeth resident
reported that $83 in cash was taken from his
wallet, which had been in the center console
of his motor vehicle while the vehicle was at
a business on the 400 block of East South
Avenue.

Friday, April 2, a JFK nurse identifica-
tion card in the name of a South Plainfield
resident was surrendered to the Westfield
Police Department after being found in the
town’s central business district.

Saturday, April 3, Thomas Belden, 22, of
Cranford was arrested in the area of West
Broad Street and Scotch Plains Avenue and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI). He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and released
to a responsible adult.

Mountainside
Tuesday, March 30, a resident came into

police headquarters to report that he re-
ceived a letter from the IRS informing him
of an adjustment to his 2008 tax return as a
result of a 1099C form submitted by Capital
One Bank. According to police, the victim
was unfamiliar with the account and the
debt associated with it. A subsequent inves-
tigation revealed that the account was in his
name and Social Security number, but the
address was a residence in Jersey City,
where the victim has never resided. The
incident is being investigated and resolved
by the bank, authorities reported.

Wednesday, March 31, Cristoph B.
Holdorf, 25, of Mountainside was arrested
at police headquarters on an outstanding
warrant out of Clark in the amount of $285.
He was processed and released.

Wednesday, March 31, Alastor G. Polanco,
28, of Middle Village, N.Y. was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Route 22
for allegedly driving with a suspended li-
cense. He was processed and released.

Friday, April 2, a patron of a restaurant on
Route 22 reported that while he was dining at
the establishment, someone smashed the
driver’s side window of his motor vehicle and
removed a backpack, which was left in plain
view. According to police, the vehicle also
was scratched. The damage to the vehicle was
estimated at approximately $1,500 and the
backpack was valued at $600. The contents of
the backpack were undisclosed, police said.

Sunday, April 4, an officer responded to
a residence on Wyoming Drive on a report
of a stolen license plate. According to po-
lice, the victim reported that she was visit-
ing her parents and noticed her front license
plate was missing. The plate was entered as

stolen.
Scotch Plains

Wednesday, March 31, Khyre Alley, 20,
of Hillside was arrested and charged with
shoplifting at a Park Avenue store. Accord-
ing to police, the store manager gave au-
thorities the suspect’s description, and after
police stopped him, the suspect confessed to
taking the items without paying. He was
transported to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Wednesday, March 31, Joel Jefferson,
41, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
He was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Wednesday, March 31, a resident of
Rhoda Place reported that someone entered
his motor vehicle and removed a GPS val-
ued at $250.

Wednesday, March 31, a resident of
Meadowview Road reported that someone
has been harassing him by sending him text
messages containing vulgarity and profanity.

Thursday, April 1, a resident of Ridgeview
Avenue reported that someone removed
items from her basement, valued at approxi-
mately $750. According to police, the vic-
tim stated that workers have access to her
basement and may be responsible.

Thursday, April 1, a resident of Shady
Lane reported that someone gained access
to her e-mail accounts and has been charg-
ing items to various accounts without her
authorization.

Sunday, April 4, a manager at a Route 22
store reported that someone entered the
store and removed games, valued at ap-
proximately $470, without paying.

Sunday, April 4, Ty Acquisto, 24, of
Rahway was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop and charged with possession of mari-
juana and tampering with evidence. Ac-
cording to police, the officer smelled the
strong odor of marijuana coming from the
vehicle and witnessed Acquisto allegedly
attempting to eat the suspected marijuana.
He was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Sunday, April 4, Michael Mitchell, 35, of
Bronx, N.Y. was arrested and charged with
obstruction of justice after an officer responded
to a report of a fight at a Route 22 restaurant.
According to police, the officer observed
Mitchell yelling in the parking lot and, after
Mitchell refused multiple requests to leave the
area, he was arrested. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and released.

Fanwood
Thursday, April 1, Shonda Holloman,

37, of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue on
an outstanding North Plainfield warrant in
the amount of $1,600. She was transported
to police headquarters, processed and turned
over to the North Plainfield Police Depart-
ment for failure to post bail.

Thursday, April 1, Lisa Leitao, 37, of
Colonia was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on the 200 block of South
Avenue on an outstanding warrant out of
Mountainside in the amount of $254. She
was transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, April 1, Delshaun Meyers, 35,
of Roselle was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road on an outstand-
ing warrant out of Clark in the amount of
$351. He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Thursday, April 1, Josiel Pierre, 27, of
Elizabeth was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue on an out-
standing warrant out of Roselle in the amount
of $59. He was processed, posted bail and
released.

Thursday, April 1, David Jackson, 44, of
Jersey City was arrested on an outstanding
Somerset County no-bail warrant following
a report of an attempted shoplifting at a store
on the 60 block of South Avenue. Accord-
ing to police, the manager observed an indi-
vidual with a bottle of Johnny Walker Black
inside his jacket, and when he confronted
the suspect, he set the bottle down and fled
from the store with two other individuals.

The manager called police and gave them
the license plate and a description of the
suspects’ vehicle, authorities reported. Po-
lice spotted the vehicle and initiated a stop,
police said. The manager was able to iden-
tify the individuals and a subsequent identi-
fication check of the suspects produced the
no-bail warrant. Jackson was processed and
turned over to the Somerset County Sheriff’s
Department. The other two individuals were
released at the scene after the manager de-
clined to press charges.

Friday, April 2, Eric Opher, 37, of Bound
Brook was arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road on charges of
hindering apprehension, possession of drug
paraphernalia and possession of suspected
cocaine. According to police, the suspect
gave a false name at the time of the motor
vehicle stop, and a subsequent investigation
revealed his true identity as well as the para-
phernalia and controlled dangerous substance.
Opher was transported to police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and turned over
to the Union County jail for failure to make
bail, which was set at $12,000.

Saturday, April 3, Kyisha Perkins, 25, of
Plainfield, Dwayne Pencile, Jr., 25, of North
Plainfield and Lamar Henderson, 23, of
North Plainfield were arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue. Ac-
cording to police, the officer smelled the
strong odor of burnt marijuana and while
questioning Pencile, who was the back seat
passenger, the officer noticed a large bud of
suspected marijuana on his chest, at which
time Pencile ate the bud. Additional officers
arriving at the scene found a green vegeta-
tive substance in Pencile’s mouth and teeth
and on his chest, authorities said. A K-9
Unit summoned to the scene located addi-
tional marijuana in a zip-lock baggie hidden
in the vehicle, as well as a bag of suspected
rock cocaine, authorities reported.

Perkins was charged with possession of
suspected marijuana; Pencile was charged
with destruction of evidence and possession
of suspected marijuana, and Henderson was
charged with possession of suspected mari-
juana and suspected cocaine. All three were
transported to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Monday, April 5, a business owner on
South Martine Avenue reported that some-
one damaged a patron’s motor vehicle while
it was parked in his lot by dragging a sharp
object along the hood, driver’s side quarter
panel and door. According to police, no
other vehicles were damaged, and the inci-
dent is under investigation.

Monday, April 5, Scott Mallory, 39, of
Whitehouse Station was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on an outstanding Fanwood
warrant in the amount of $65. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Monday, April 5, a business on the 500
block of North Avenue reported that a white
male, approximately 35 to 40 years old, six-
feet and one inch tall, weighing 200 pounds
and wearing a gray track suit and silver
shoes or sneakers, purchased several prod-
ucts and then on his way out removed two
milkshakes from the refrigerator by the door
and left without paying for them. The sus-
pect was last seen heading east on North
Avenue in a green Honda. According to
police, the items stolen totaled $6.04. The
incident is under investigation.
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Classics Professor to Discuss
‘Herodotus and Hollywood’
WESTFIELD – Katherine

Panagakos, an assistant professor
of Classics at The Richard Stockton
College of New Jersey, will offer a
lecture entitled “Herodotus and Hol-
lywood: Leonidas and the 300 Spar-
tans” at the Holy Trinity Greek Or-
thodox Church.

Presented by the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church and the Cultural
Committee, this free program will take
place on Friday, April 16, beginning at
7:30 p.m. in the Bouras Center, lo-
cated at 250 Gallows Hill Road in
Westfield. It will be  open to the public
and refreshments will be served.

Among other topics, Professor
Panagakos will discuss exactly what
Herodotus, the only contemporary
source from antiquity, writes about
the Battle at the Hot Gates; why this
story from Greek history captured
the attention of Hollywood and
modern audiences, and precisely
how important this battle was in the
war against the Persians.

Professor Panagakos grew up in
Cranford, and she and her family
are long-time parishioners of Holy
Trinity. After earning a Bachelor of
Science degree in Environmental
Policy, Institutions and Behavior
from Rutgers University, she re-
turned for additional courses in
medieval history, which required
studies in Ancient Greek and Latin.

Professor Panagakos went on to
earn a Master of Arts degree in
Classics from Tulane University, as
well as a Doctoral degree in Greek
and Latin from Ohio University.
While doing graduate work, she was
a student at the American School of
Classical Studies in Greece and par-
ticipated in an archaeological pro-
gram in Ancient Corinth.

After having taught for three years
at three universities through the As-

sociated Colleges of the South, she
came to Stockton in 2008, where
she teaches primarily Latin and
Classics related courses – Classical
Mythology and Greco-Roman Film
and Text.

Her goal is to bridge the gap be-
tween the ancient and modern worlds
and to bring the Greco-Roman world
to life. Currently, her research fo-
cuses on the role of fictional pirates,
robbers and other brigands in an-
cient Greek and Roman novels.

Easter Has Led Generations
From Darkness Into Light
By MSGR. WILLIAM HARMS

The resurrection of Jesus was so
significant that it became a pivotal
point in human history. Historians
began to record all dates prior to this
event as happening B.C., before
Christ, or B.C.E., before the Chris-
tian (some now say the “common”)
era. They placed all that occurred
since that moment in the realm of
A.D. (Anno Domini) or C.E. (Chris-
tian or “Common” era).

Author James Burns cites other
differences brought about by faith in
the risen Lord. Before Christ’s com-
ing, he writes, the Tuscans made their
tombs face west because death meant
the close of life’s day and the passage
into everlasting night. After Christ,
they buried their dead facing east, the
direction of the rising sun and the
risen son. (Quoted in “A Treasury of
Quips, Quotes and Anecdotes,” An-
thony Castle, ed. Twenty-third publi-
cations, Mystic, Conn.: 2001).

Observers can see this same vivid
contrast in the Roman catacombs. In
one chamber that dates back to the
time of Julius Caesar, the tombs are
marked with signs of hopelessness.
Cynical inscriptions and embittered
complaints against the gods are com-
mon. However, the chambers that hold
the remains of those who suffered
persecution for their faith in Jesus –
the martyrs – are quite different. They

are adorned with lilies, symbols of
immortality; the inscriptions are se-
renely joyful, and the chamber is deco-
rated as if for a wedding rather than a
funeral.

Jesus the risen Christ is the reason
for all the celebrations at Easter. In
the Acts of the Apostles, which was
read this Easter, we are compelled to
look at others with God’s eyes and
accept everyone. We are being chal-
lenged to accept the grace of transfor-
mation. We are not to shut others out
or write them off.

In Paul’s first Corinthians, we are
challenged to make sure there is room
in our hearts for God and goodness.
Are we willing to allow ourselves to
be more sensitive to others’ needs and
burdens?

The Easter Gospel of Luke invites
us to stand before the empty tomb of
Christ and recognize that death was
not Christ’s final word. God’s power
replaces His son’s death with cries of
glory and new life.

As we mark the resurrection of
Jesus, a war-weary world awaits our
testimony, as well. Our lives should
reflect the joy and hopefulness we
have in Christ. Jesus lives.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Monsignor Harms is pas-

tor of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church, 1600 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield.

IHM Invites Area Youth
To Upcoming Activities

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Junior
High Youth Group of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church, under the direction of Pam
Streisel, invites seventh- and eighth-
grade students in the area to join in
the calendar of events it has planned
for April.

First up will be the regular meet-
ing of the group on Thursday, April
15, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Meetings are
held in the Nazareth Center Meeting
Room behind the Main Church, lo-
cated at 1571 South Martine Avenue
in Scotch Plains. Ample onsite park-
ing is available. Meetings are free
and refreshments are served.

On Saturday, April 24, the group
will meet from 6 to 8:30 p.m. at the
USA Roller Rink, located at 600 Main
Street in Woodbridge, for an evening
of rollerblading. Admission will be
$7, payable at the door, with an addi-
tional $4 for blade/skate rentals. A
signed permission slip is required be-
forehand. Parents will be welcome to
stay and a snack bar will be available.

On Friday, April 30, the group will
sponsor Foundations, a two-night re-
treat experience at the Archdiocese of
Newark’s Retreat House in Kearny,
featuring games, interactive activities,
discussions and times of group reflec-
tion, as well as bringing together jun-
ior high school students from through-
out the Archdiocese of Newark.

The goal is to provide the “founda-
tion” of a lifelong relationship with

God and the church. The cost is $45. It
is anticipated that there will be a carpool
arrangement from Immaculate Heart
to the retreat center. The expected re-
turn time is approximately 3 p.m. on
Saturday, May 1. The deadline for
registration is Friday, April 16.

For permission slips and additional
information on these or other activi-
ties, students and parents may call
Pam directly at (732) 396-9038 or e-
mail her at 4gypsees@comcast.net.
Youngsters also are invited to check
out the group’s Facebook page: Ihm
Jr Ym.

Temple Emanu-El to Host
60th Year Gala Celebration
WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-El

will celebrate its 60th anniversary by
hosting a gala event on Saturday
evening, May 8, with proceeds to ben-
efit the temple and its youth programs.

“This evening is going to be very
special,” said Co-Chairwoman
Tracey Diamond. “We are showcas-
ing key moments in the temple’s
history since its founding by a small
group of women in 1950. The memo-
ries are not only deeply touching,
but incredibly inspiring.”

Members of the community are
invited to attend. The gala will take
place from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m. at
Temple Emanu-El, located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield. Cock-
tail attire is suggested.

Guests will have an opportunity to
dance to music selections from each of
the temple’s six decades and to dine on
gourmet cuisine by Food Company,
which hosted dinners at the Clinton
White House and features Executive
Chef Douglas Ingber, an alumnus of
the Culinary Institute of America.

Co-Chairwoman Elise Holtzman
added, “We will be having some fun
and unique fundraising events fea-

turing a Grape Expectations wine
raffle and live and silent auctions
themed Personal Indulgences with
many fabulous items to bid on. En-
joy the double benefit of treating
yourself and supporting the temple.”

The cost is $95 per person. For
more information, visit tewnj.org or
call Carolyn Shane, executive direc-
tor, at (908) 232-6770, extension no.
114. Interested persons are asked to
respond by Tuesday, April 20.

Hadassah to Present
‘Celebration of Arts’
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Chapter of Hadassah will hold its
52nd annual “Celebration of the Arts”
on Sunday, May 2, beginning at 2:30
p.m. at Shackamaxon Country Club,
located at 1607 Shackamaxon Drive
in Scotch Plains.

Jacqueline Bass will be honored as
the recipient of the 2010 Hadassah
National Leadership Award. A life
member of Hadassah since 1998, she
has held multiple positions with
Hadassah since becoming a member.
She currently is chapter treasurer in
addition to coordinating the chapter
mailings, a position she has held since
1999. Mrs. Bass also is active in the
community. She is a past president of
the Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-El
in Westfield and a past District Presi-
dent of the Women of Reform Juda-
ism, as well as a Union for Reform
Judaism Regional Board member.

Additionally, Mrs. Bass is a past
president of the Mountain Plains
Mothers of Multiples and the New
Jersey Association of Twin Mothers
Club. She grew up in Westfield and
continues to reside there with her
husband of 18 years, Jonathan Bass,
and her three children, Hannah, Ben-
jamin and Sophie. For more informa-
tion about this event, call Geralyn
Lichtenstein at (908) 654-5855.

Parsons Welcome
Addison Leigh

Meghan and Michael Parsons of
Charlottesville, Va. have announced
the birth of their daughter, Addison
Leigh Parsons, on Thursday, March
18, at 8:54 a.m. at The University of
Virginia Medical Center in
Charlottesville, Va.

Addison Leigh weighed 7 pounds
and 7 ounces and measured 19¼
inches in length at birth.

Her mother is a 1995 graduate of
Westfield High School.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Peggy and Bruce Bender of
Naples, Fla. and Penhook, Va., for-
merly of Westfield.

Her paternal grandparents are
Rebecca Parsons of Fernandine
Beach, Fla. and Gregory Parsons of
Ripley, W.Va.

Addison Leigh’s maternal great-
grandmother is Joan Bender Ander-
son of Hendersonville, N.C. Her pa-
ternal great-grandmother is Elizabeth
Parsons of Ripley, W.Va.

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Westfield Area Y 
Summer Camp 

2010

Westfield Area Y  
220 Clark Street  

Robert & Virginia Bauer  

Family Branch 

422 East Broad Street 

Westfield, NJ 07090 * 908-233-2700  

www.westfieldynj.org

Financial Assistance is Available 

Join us on April 17th for 

Healthy Kids Day from 

 1-4 pm at the Main Y 

Facility for a fun-filled 

afternoon of FREE family 

activities! Register for 

camp and pay in full for 

any traditional camp at 

Healthy Kids Day and

receive 5% off.  Must 

not be combined with any 

other offer. 

Weekly or entire summer 

for campers 3-15.
Diverse camp options with convenient 

times

Quality programs influenced by four 

core values of Caring, Honesty, Respect 

& Responsibility 

Highly trained CPR & First Aid certified 

counselors, with EMT on staff 

Accredited by the American Camp  

Association 

Weekly trips 

Fun, age-appropriate activities  

promoting teamwork and self esteem 

Teen Programs based on leadership 

development

Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL cardholders. 

Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click on 
Online Calendar, or call 
908.789.4090 ext 4122. It’s your Library … make the most of it 

The Banjo Rascals  
at the Westfield Memorial Library 

Monday, April 12  7:00 pm 

Come hear Ragtime, Rock-n-Roll, Hot Dixieland         
standards and hits of the Big Band era. You’ll be 
tapping your feet all night long! 

‘Y’ Preschool Posts
Clothing Drive Date

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y”’s Preschool will host a clothing
drive to benefit young children on
Wednesday, April 14, from 7:30 a.m.
to 2 p.m. in the parking lot of the
Robert and Virginia Bauer Family
Branch, located at 422 East Broad
Street in Westfield. Items that will be
accepted include all clothes, shoes,
belts, handbags, comforters, towels,
curtains, bedding and stuffed animals.

No items will be accepted before the
April 14 date. The American Used
Clothing Company will organize all
donated items and send them to Third
World countries. For more information
on this event or the “Y”’s Preschool
programs, call Eileen Rooney at (908)
233-2700, extension no. 423.

Children’s Author Set
To Read at Library

GARWOOD – Author Carol Roth
will visit the Garwood Public Library
on Wednesday, April 14, at 3:15 p.m.
to present a reading from one of her
books. A former kindergarten teacher,
Ms. Roth now writes children’s books
full time. Among her books are “Little
Bunny’s Sleepless Night,” “Ten Dirty
Pigs,” “The Little School Bus,” “Who
Will Tuck Me in Tonight?” and “Will
You Still Love Me?”

This program is specifically geared
toward those ages 6 and under. A
parent or guardian must accompany
each child. Registration is required.

The library is located at 411 Third
Avenue. To register, visit the library’s
Circulation Desk or the interactive
calendar page found on the library’s
website, youseemore.com/garwood.
For more information, call the library
at (908) 789-1670.

Professor to Present
Talk on Jersey Devil

GARWOOD – Angus Kress
Gillespie, a New Jersey historian
and professor at Rutgers University
who specializes in American Stud-
ies, will present an in-depth look at
the New Jersey Devil on Wednes-
day, April 14, at 7 p.m. at the
Garwood Public Library.

The Jersey Devil is said to inhabit
the dark forests of the Pine Barrens
in southern New Jersey. Professor
Gillespie will provide anecdotal sto-
ries and folk legends concerning
the possible existence of this elu-
sive creature.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at the corner of Walnut Street
and Third Avenue, at the back of the
Lincoln School complex. Registra-
tion is required for this event and
may be done in person at the
library’s Circulation Desk or at the
interactive calendar page found on
the library’s website,
youseemore.com/garwood.

For further information, call the li-
brary at (908) 789-1670. The Garwood
Public Library is open Monday through
Thursday from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Fri-
days from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Local Allstate Agents
Honored for Top Performance
BRIDGEWATER - Two Allstate

New Jersey Exclusive Agents - Ron
Bansky of Westfield and Nelson
Espeland of Scotch Plains - have
been recognized by Allstate Insur-
ance Company for high standards in
customer satisfaction, customer re-
tention and financial service sales.
For their superior performance and
dedication to customer service ex-
cellence, Bansky and Espeland have
earned invitations to attend Allstate’s
Chairman’s Conference in Alaska
during the month of July, where they
will be recognized by the top officers
in the company.

The Chairman’s Conference is an
elite recognition, with only five per-
cent of Allstate producers nation-
wide reaching this level of achieve-
ment.

“I am thrilled to earn an invitation
to the Chairman’s Conference,” said

Bansky. “In my agency, we work hard
to exceed the needs of customers.

It’s a great feeling to have my
agency’s success acknowledged by
the company.” Espeland added, “This
is a great achievement for my agency
and for the dedicated sales profes-
sionals in my office who provide
customers with the quality of service
they deserve. I’m pleased that the
company has recognized my efforts.”

Ron Bansky’s agency is located at
519 South Avenue West in Westfield.
He can be reached via telephone at
(908) 301-0711 or via email at
RonBansky@allstate.com.

Nelson Espeland’s agency can be
found at 2284 South Avenue in Scotch
Plains. He can be reached via tele-
phone at (908) 233-6300 or via email
at nelson@allstate.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
A IS FOR ADDAMS…Famous Westfielder Charles Addams, the creator of the
Addams Family and a cartoonist for The New Yorker, was honored on April 3 at
Westfield High School (WHS), where letters spelling Addams were uncovered to
pay tribute to his legacy. The letters were made by Joe DiFrancesco, owner of
Custom Woodworking of Westfield, and were painted by students at WHS,
Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools. There also was an eBay auction
benefiting the Charles Addams Art Scholarship, awarded annually to a student
graduating from WHS who is majoring in art. Ron MacCloskey, pictured at the
podium, is the founder of the scholarship. The letters will be put away until
October when they will be placed in a predominant location in town.
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La Leche League Reveals
Topics For April Meetings

WESTFIELD – The La Leche
League of Westfield will host mother-
to-mother support group meetings
in April. “Nutrition and Weaning”
will be the focus of the Thursday,
April 15 meeting at 10 a.m. “The
Family and the Breastfed Baby” will
be the topic for the meeting on Thurs-
day, April 22, at 7 p.m.

A non-profit, non-sectarian group,
the La Leche League provides infor-
mation and encouragement to moth-

ers who wish to breastfeed their ba-
bies. La Leche League offers
monthly meetings, telephone help
from experienced leaders, a lending
library and informational reprints.

New this month will be a Toddler
Meeting to take place on Monday,
April 26, at 5 p.m. It will include a
“round-table” discussion concern-
ing the joys and challenges of ex-
tended breastfeeding, as well as a
potluck dinner. Attendees are asked
to bring a favorite dish.

As with all La Leche meetings,
infants and children will be wel-
come, and mothers are encouraged
to breastfeed and meet their
children’s needs as well.

All meetings will be held in the
fellowship hall of St. Luke and All
Saints Episcopal Church, located at
398 Chestnut Street in Union. Park-
ing is available on Washington Av-
enue and Chestnut Street. Attendees
are asked to enter the building
through the glass doors on Chestnut
Street.

Discussions at meetings include
the latest medical research, as well
as mothers’ personal experiences.
Mothers have an opportunity to share
their questions and concerns, along
with the joys and benefits of
breastfeeding. Experienced, new or
expectant mothers are all invited.
Refreshments are available.

For more information about the
meetings or to have individual ques-
tions about breastfeeding answered,
call any of the group leaders, includ-
ing Robin at (908) 233-4411,
Susanne at (908) 889-5742, Michelle
at (908) 687-2518, Ronnie at (908)
964-1360 or Mari at (908) 233-6513.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-10001538

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-2499-07

Plaintiff: FRANKLIN CREDIT MANAGEMENT
CORPORATION

VS.
Defendant: STEFAN SHANNI
Sale Date: 04/14/2010
Writ of Execution: 11/18/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred
Twenty One Thousand Nine Hundred Ten and
85/100*** $621,910.85.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1310 Cushing Road,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Tax lot No. 2 in Block No. 15302
Dimension of Lot Approximately: .588 AC
Nearest Cross Street: Leland Avenue
Beginning at a point in the southerly line of

Cushing Road, said point being the following two
courses and distances from the intersection of
the center lines of Leland Avenue and Cushing
Road;

Prior Liens/Encumbrances
Taxes Open  $3,122.63
Sewer Open + Penalty  $250.00
Total as of February 2, 2010: $3,372.63
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Ninety Eight

Thousand Three Hundred Sixty One and 00/
100*** $698,361.00 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 3/18, 3/25, 4/1
& 4/8/10 Fee: $175.44

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-10001559

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-40782-08

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR CARRINGTON MORTGAGE
LOAN TRUST, SERIES 2006-FRE2 ASSET-
BACKED PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES

VS.
Defendant: EDUARDO TENORIO; MARIA A.

SALAZAR
Sale Date: 04/14/2010
Writ of Execution: 02/17/2010
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Seven Thousand Six Hundred Forty Two and 72/
100*** $407,642.72.

Property to be sold is located in the City of
Plainfield, County of Union, State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 72 Westervelt
Avenue, Plainfield, New Jersey 07060

BEING KNOWN as LOT 42, BLOCK 320, on
the official Tax Map of the City of Plainfield

Dimensions: 100.00 feet x 38.00 feet x 115.77
feet x 19.41 feet x 26.62 feet

Nearest Cross Street: Bay Street
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Forty Seven

Thousand One Hundred Thirteen and 59/100***
$447,113.59 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagor’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & SCHMIEG, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 3/18, 3/25, 4/1
& 4/8/10 Fee: $193.80

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-10001589

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-41023-08

Plaintiff: SUNTRUST MORTGAGE, INC.
VS.
Defendant: DEMETRIO CASTILLO, MARIA

ELIZABETH CASTILLO, SUNTRUST BANK
Sale Date: 04/21/2010
Writ of Execution: 01/27/2010
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Twenty Thousand Six Hundred Fifty Four and
96/100*** $320,654.96.

MUNICIPALITY: Scotch Plains Township
COUNTY: Union
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
TAX BLOCK AND LOT:
Block: 302, Lot: 1
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 52.47 Feet x 105 feet
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Cicilia Place
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): NONE
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Sixty Three

Thousand Forty Seven and 38/100***
$363,047.38 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HIGHWAY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 3/25, 4/1, 4/8
& 4/15/10 Fee: $155.04

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-10001737

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-4049-09

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE FOR MASTR ASSET
BACKED SECURITIES TRUST 2006-WMC2

VS.
Defendant: AVA MARIE HENRY; LEROY

HENRY; MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGIS-
TRATION SYSTEMS INC., AS A NOMINEE
FOR WMC MORTGAGE CORP. ITS SUCCES-
SORS AND ASSIGNS

Sale Date: 04/28/2010
Writ of Execution: 01/08/2010
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Seventy Six Thousand Ninety Eight and 73/
100*** $376,098.73.

Property to be sold is located in the Township
of Westfield, County of Union, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 617 Stirling
Place, Town of Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Being Known as Lot 18, Block 4002, on the
official Tax Map of the Township of Westfield

Dimensions: 137.50 feet x 75.00 feet x 137.50
feet x 75.00 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Cacciola Place
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Seventeen Thou-

sand Four Hundred Thirty Five and 12/100***
$417,435.12 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagor’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & SCHMIEG, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 4/1, 4/8, 4/15
& 4/22/10 Fee: $204.00

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-10001897

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-28598-08

Plaintiff: ONEWEST BANK, FSB
VS.
Defendant: JAMES M. SQUIER, HIS HEIRS

DEVISEES, AND PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES, AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; STATE OF NEW JERSEY

Sale Date: 05/05/2010
Writ of Execution: 02/02/2010
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Thirty Seven Thousand Four Hundred Eighty
and 18/100*** $437,480.18.

Property to be sold is located in: Township of
Scotch Plains, County of Union, in the State of
New Jersey.

Premises Commonly Known As: 2204 Morse
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Tax Lot # 1, Block # 7601
Approximate Dimensions: 000.319AC
Nearest Cross Street: Westfield Road
Taxes: Current through 1st Quarter 2010*
Other: Sewer (Number Unknown) = $250.00

(estimated)*
PropertyMaintenance Lien (Number Unknown)

= $150 (estimated)*
* Plus interest on these figures through date of

payoff and any and all subsequent taxes, water
and sewer amounts.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Seventy Nine
Thousand Seven Hundred Forty Four and 73/
100*** $479,744.73 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PARKER MC CAY-ATTORNEYS
7001 KINCOLN DRIVE WEST
THREE GREENTREE CENTRE-PO BOX 974
MARLTON, NEW JERSEY 08053-0974
(856) 596-8900
4 T - 4/8, 4/15, 4/22
& 4/29/10 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-10001899

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-000098-09

Plaintiff: WACHOVIA BANK, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: CHARLES WINNEKER A/K/A

CHARLES H. WINNEKER
Sale Date: 05/05/2010
Writ of Execution: 01/29/2010
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Thirty Four Thousand Two Hundred Eleven and
56/100*** $334,211.56.

Property to be sold is located in the Borough of
Fanwood, in the County of Union and the State of
New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 11 Robin Road
Lot 21, Block 105
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 75 feet x

100 feet (Per Tax Office)
Nearest Cross Street: Unknown
Subject to: Tax Lien $21,600.00 (11/10/09)
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Sixty Seven

Thousand Four Hundred Seventy One and 16/
100*** $367,471.16 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
MC CABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 303
WESTMONT, NEW JERSEY 08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 4/8, 4/15, 4/22
& 4/29/10 Fee: $159.12

Temple Sholom to Conduct
Rel. School Open House

Michelle Abraham

SCOTCH PLAINS – Temple
Sholom of Fanwood/Scotch Plains will
hold an open house event for its reli-
gious school on Sunday, April 25, from
10:30 a.m. to noon at
Union Catholic High
School, located at 1600
South Martine Avenue
in Scotch Plains.

Participants will have
the opportunity to meet
Director of Education
Michelle Shapiro
Abraham, Rabbi Joel
Abraham and members
of the congregation and
to learn about the school
and Temple Sholom
community, as well as
take a tour of the classrooms.

This fall, Temple Sholom will in-
troduce a new family track option for
religious education, which will in-
clude whole-family learning sessions
and congregational programming in-
tended to instill a deeper sense of
meaning and community.

“This new model is about living
Judaism, not just learning about it,”

said Rabbi Abraham. “It not only works
for families with busy schedules by
enabling them to not attend on Sunday
mornings for a trimester, but it also

provides a wonderful fam-
ily and community expe-
rience.

“We have had a lot of
success with our congre-
gational education days
and have learned how
much families enjoy
learning and experienc-
ing Judaism together.
This model takes that to
the next level.”

In addition to school
tours and meeting mem-
bers of the congregation,

the open house will include presenta-
tions about the new family track, the
Sunday morning religious school pro-
gram and the Hebrew school.

Children in kindergarten through
fourth grade are welcome to attend
and may opt to tour with their parents
or sit in on a class. To sign up or for
more information, call (908) 889-
4900 or e-mail office@sholomnj.org.

Eastern Star Chapter
Plans Clothing Drive
CRANFORD – Azure Chapter 87

Order of the Eastern Star will sponsor a
Clothing-by-the-Pound Drive this Sat-
urday, April 10, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Participants are asked to donate
clean, useable clothing, shoes, belts,
handbags, linens, stuffed animals and
hard toys. Items must be placed in
well-tied garbage bags; shoes must
be bagged separate. Baby gear (stroll-
ers, high chairs) and children’s activ-
ity toys (bouncers, walkers, swings,
small bicycles) also will be collected.

Donations should be brought to the
Masonic Lodge Hall, 478 South Av-
enue in Cranford. All items must be
received no later than 2 p.m.

Proceeds from the clothing drive
will support the Eastern Star with its
various community charitable
projects, including its residential care
facility, the Eastern Star Home in
Bridgewater. For more information,
call (908) 789-0813 or e-mail
oesazure87@gmail.com.

CSH Seminar to Focus
On Special Needs Kids
MOUNTAINSIDE – Children’s

Specialized Hospital (CSH) will host
a free seminar entitled “Planning for
the Future for Your Child with Spe-
cial Needs” on Monday, April 19,
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in Auditoriums A
and B at CSH’s facility at 150 New
Providence Road in Mountainside.

Douglas Vogel, a financial advisor
with MetDESK, MetLife’s Division
of Estate Planning for Special Needs
Kids, and co-founder of Special Needs
Advocate for Parents (SNAP), will
be the presenter. The seminar will
address government benefits; fund-
ing options; wills and trusts; special
needs trusts; a Letter of Intent and
why it is important, and guardian-
ship. To register, or obtain more in-
formation, call (732) 258-7129 or e-
mail lnordstrom@childrens-
specialized.org.

Robert Brewster, Sr., 81, Family Man;
Active Resident, Hall of Fame Athlete

Robert E. Brewster, Sr., 81, of
Westfield passed away peacefully on
Easter Sunday, April 4, 2010, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

The oldest of three children born to
Elmer and Teresa (Gunderman)
Brewster, Bob grew up in Newark
with his sister, Jean, and brother,
Glenn. He attended Central High
School, earning all-city and all-county
laurels in football and basketball. Bob
also was graduated from St.
Benedict’s Prep School and attended
Rutgers-Newark.

Bob had worked for RCA in
Harrison for nearly 30 years, then
ZEP and APC in Hawthorne, where
he served as vice-president of Manu-
facturing.

Long active in the community, Bob
was named UNICO Man of the Year
and was twice honored and com-
mended by the New Jersey General
Assembly and Senate, as “a model to
emulate and [for setting] a standard
of excellence toward which others
might strive.”

He is the only person to have been
selected to the Newark Athletic Hall
of Fame, the Westfield Athletic Hall
of Fame and the Westfield School
Boosters Hall of Fame. Bob was presi-
dent of the Westfield Boys’ Football
League for 26 years; he founded and
ran the Westfield Basketball Clinic
for 21 years; served on the Westfield
Recreation Commission for 10 years
and was a member of the Westfield
Athletic Booster Club for 40 years.

In his 52 years in Westfield, it is
estimated that he attended over 2,000
Westfield sporting events and coached
nearly 5,000 young residents. In ad-
dition to the Blue Devils, he was a big
fan of the Jets, the Mets and whatever
team for which his family played.

Bob also was a member of the First
United Methodist Church of Westfield,
a Cub Scout Leader, a PTA member, a
founding member of the Westfield
Jockers Club and, along with his wife,

provided an annual scholarship to
Westfield High School seniors.

A beloved husband, father, grand-
father and great-grandfather, Bob is
survived by his wife of 60 years,
Margery; his son, Robert Jr., and his
wife, Maureen, and their children,
Scott and Jessica, her husband, Pat,
and their daughter, Mckenna; his son,
Brad, and his wife, Missy, and their
children, Paige, Abby and Tyler; his
son, Daryl, and his wife, Renee, and
their daughters, Hally, Jordan, Keely
and Meade, and his son, Roger, and
his wife, Harriet, and their sons, Will
and Jack, and his sister, Jean.

Bob was predeceased by his brother,
Sergeant Glenn Richard Brewster,
who was killed at age 24 in Vietnam.

A religious service was held yes-
terday, Wednesday, April 7, at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
can be made to the Brewster Family
Foundation, P.O. Box 281, Brookside,
N.J. 07926, which will provide funds
to the Westfield Rescue Squad,
Westfield Baseball and the First
United Methodist Church of
Westfield.

To offer condolences or for more
information, visit
www.dooleyfuneralservice.com.

April 8, 2010

Ruth M. Sentivan, 90
Ruth M. Sentivan, 90, of Murrells

Inlet, S.C., formerly of Westfield, died
on Monday, March 15, 2010.

Ruth was born in Hopbottom, Pa.
on January 3, 1920. She lived in
Westfield most of her life before
moving to Murrells Inlet.

Her husband, Andrew, predeceased
her in 1983.

She is survived by her two sons,
James Sentivan and his wife, Jane, of
Pawleys Island, S.C. and Robert
Sentivan and his wife, Cheryl, of
Warren, N.J.; her five grandchildren,
Jennifer Thompson, Andrew
Sentivan, Jessie Sentivan, Donald
Sentivan and David Sentivan, and her
six great-grandchildren.

A private memorial service will be
held at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
Ruth’s memory may be made to the
charity of one’s choice.

April 8, 2010

Thomas J. Sikorski, 87
Thomas J. Sikorski, 87, of Scotch

Plains died on Wednesday, March 31,
at Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital at Rahway.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he had
lived in Hudson Heights before mov-
ing to Scotch Plains in 1960.

Mr. Sikorski was a veteran of World
War II, having served in the United
States Army Air Corps from 1942 to
1945. He had been employed as a
sales representative with Seald Sweet
prior to retiring in 1990.

His wife, Alice, predeceased him
in 2007.

Surviving are many nieces and
nephews.

Services were held on Monday,
April 5, at the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.
Entombment followed at St. Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.

For additional information or to
sign the guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

April 8, 2010

Marc Hollander, 57
Marc Owen Hollander, 57, died

peacefully on Wednesday, March 31,
at The Center for Hope Hospice in
Scotch Plains after a long and coura-
geous battle with cancer.

Marc was an honors graduate of
Jonathan Dayton High School in
Springfield and Babson University.
He was a 20-year resident of
Westfield, where he raised his two
children and was a youth basketball
coach.

Marc worked as a senior vice-presi-
dent and financial advisor at Morgan
Stanley Smith Barney in New York
City. He was an avid runner who had
completed over 10 marathons and
competed with dignity and strength
until the end.

Surviving are his son, Eric, of Fort
Lauderdale, Fla. and his daughter,
Andrea, who attends the University
of Denver in Colorado.

A celebration of Marc’s life took
place on Saturday, April 3, at the
Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

April 8, 2010

Grace J. DeNizio, 91, Had Been Nurse,
Dental Assistant and Treasury Admin.

Grace J. DeNizio, 91, passed away
peacefully on Monday, March 29,
2010, after a brief illness.

Grace was born and raised in North
Plainfield and lived in Scotch Plains
for over 65 years.

Prior to her marriage, Grace had
worked as a nurse and dental assis-
tant. During World War II, she was
proud to have worked as an adminis-
trator with classified status in the
U.S. Treasury Department.

For most of her life, Grace helped
her husband, John, to manage their
construction business. She was a long-
time member of the St. Mary’s Ro-
sary Society of North Plainfield and
was a charter member of the Scotch
Plains PTA.

Grace was predeceased by her be-
loved husband, John, in 1993; her sis-
ter, Filomena, and her brother, Victor.

Surviving are her son, John Jr.;
her sisters, Marguerite and Barbara,
and her three grandchildren, John
Trevor, Jamie Elizabeth and Christie
Grace.

Arrangements were by the Rossi
Funeral Home, 1937 Westfield Av-
enue in Scotch Plains. Online condo-
lences can be sent to
www.therossifuneralhome.com.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in
Grace’s memory can be made to St.
Bartholomew’s Chapel and Prayer
Garden, 2032 Westfield Avenue,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.

April 8, 2010

Library Trustee Board
To Meet Next Week

SCOTCH PLAINS – The board of
trustees of the Scotch Plains Public
Library will hold its agenda meeting
and regular meeting on Thursday,
April 15, at 7:30 p.m.

The meeting will take place at the
library, located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue. Actions will be taken as they
arise from the agenda, as prepared by
the library director.

Music Boosters Post
Used Clothing Drive
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Music Boosters will
hold a used clothing drive this Satur-
day, April 10, from 10:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. to support the high school
music program. The event will take
place in front of the high school,
located at 667 Westfield Road in
Scotch Plains.

Wearable and usable men’s,
women’s and children’s clothing,
shoes, belts, handbags, linens, includ-
ing comforters, curtains, sheets and
tablecloths, and stuffed animals will
be accepted.

All items should be placed in plas-
tic garbage bags. For more informa-
tion, contact Therese Casserly at
therese.casserly@verizon.net or
(908) 889-6486.

Members of Rake and Hoe
Learn About Bird-Watching
WESTFIELD – Members of the Rake

and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield
visited the Scherman-Hoffman Wild-
life Sanctuary on March 3 to learn how
to identify and use binoculars designed
for bird-watching.

Denis Cleary, nature store man-
ager, gave a detailed workshop in
which binoculars were explained and
experienced. It was one of many work-
shops offered to members of New
Jersey Audubon, students and the
public designed to help them enjoy
the nature of New Jersey.

The Scherman-Hoffman Wildlife
Sanctuary comprises 276 acres of
woodland, field and floodplain habitat
supporting more than 200 species of
wildlife over the course of a year. The
sanctuary can be contacted at (908)
766-5787 or by e-mail at scherman-
hoffman@njaudubon.org.

Located in Bernardsville, Basking

Ridge and Harding Township, the sanc-
tuary originated with the 1965 dona-
tion of 125 acres by Mr. and Mrs.
Harry Scherman to the New Jersey
Audubon Society. In 1973 and again
in 1975, G. Frederick Hoffman do-
nated parcels of land. The Hoffman
estate house and caretaker’s house were
added to the sanctuary in 1981, at the
time of Mr. Hoffman’s death. This
completed what is now the Scherman-
Hoffman Wildlife Sanctuary.

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield has a long reputation for ser-
vice to the community and donations to
worthy causes. Its membership spans
all ages, interests and occupations.

Federated with the National Council
of State Garden Clubs and the Garden
Club of New Jersey, the Rake and Hoe
Garden Club of Westfield has between
50 and 70 members. For membership
questions, call Maryann Pietruszki, club
president, at (908) 789-9254.

BIRD-WATCHING…Members of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield
try out birder binoculars during a March 3 visit to the Scherman-Hoffman
Wildlife Sanctuary.
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Bring 

Your Family 

to Meet

Our Family!
1-888-THE CAMP

www.campriverbend.com
116 Hillcrest Road, Warren Township, NJ 07059

CAMP 
RIVERBEND

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 24

11am - 2pm

(Rain Date Sunday, April 25)

GAMES...CRAFTS...BBQ LUNCH

FUN FOR ALL!

A DAY CAMP FOR BOYS 

AND GIRLS AGES 3-14

RSVP Required

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY…Brady Longstreet and his grandmother, Mary Ann
Mason, share in the reading of a book during Catholic Schools Week last month
at Holy Trinity Interparochial School in Mountainside. Grandparents were
invited to the school and treated to a special day of activities, including song,
liturgy and food.

MERIT FINALISTS…David Heisey, principal of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS), announced that SPFHS students Sophie Chou and Zachary
Flanzman were named finalists in the 2010 National Merit Scholarship Compe-
tition (NMSC). All winners of the Merit Scholarship awards are chosen from the
finalist group, based on their abilities, skills and accomplishments.

Wilson Birthday to Include
Reunion, Balloon Launch

WESTFIELD – This year,
Woodrow Wilson Elementary School
in Westfield is commemorating the
75th anniversary of the school’s open-
ing with a variety of events and ac-
tivities.

“We are including and involving
the whole Wilson School commu-
nity, past and present, in our celebra-
tions,” said Principal Joseph Malanga.

On April 29, Wilson school chil-
dren, faculty and staff will gather for
one large panoramic photo of the
school population. Everyone will
wear commemorative T-shirts bear-
ing a design by fifth-grader Katherine
Whipple. Katherine’s design was se-
lected by popular vote among the
entire school population.

Later that same afternoon, the chil-
dren will launch 500 helium-filled
balloons into the air. Each balloon
will have a string attached, and at the
end of the string will be a small card
with the name and phone number of
Wilson School. (Balloons, strings and
cards, will all be biodegradable.)

The card will instruct whoever finds
the balloon to contact the school to let
them know where it was found. The
school will have a map of the region
and will mark each location where a
balloon landed.

The children of Wilson School are
actively involved in artistically cel-
ebrating the school. On May 1, Wil-
son parents will attend a fundraising
social at which 75 student-decorated
wooden candles will be displayed.

In addition, every child in the school
will have drawn a picture on the theme
of “What Wilson means to me.” The
images will be converted into ce-
ramic tiles, to be installed inside Wil-
son School as a permanent commemo-
ration of the school’s founding.

Third and fourth grade students are
currently designing entries in a com-
petition to develop a flag for Wilson
School. The flag design will be se-
lected later this spring and an actual
flag bearing that design will be cre-

ated next fall.
On May 13, at 7:30 p.m., Mr.

Malanga, will pay tribute to former
students, faculty and staff who have
contributed to the school’s rich his-
tory. He and the Wilson School Par-
ent Teacher Organization (PTO) are
inviting all alumni and former and
current faculty and staff back for a
Wilson School reunion.

The evening will feature a
slideshow with photos from through-
out the school’s history, light refresh-
ments and an opportunity to walk the
halls and visit old classrooms.

Alumni, as well as current and
former faculty and staff, are encour-
aged to attend the reunion and,
whether they can attend or not, to
register through the district’s website,
westfieldnjk12.org, click on
“schools” and click “Wilson Elemen-
tary,” where they can write about fond
memories and favorite teachers from
the school.

Alumni, faculty and staff can also
join the newly created Facebook
group “Woodrow Wilson Elementary
School,” where class photos going
back as far as the 1970s are posted.
The Facebook group already has over
100 members.

Those who wish to attend the re-
union, or have questions, may con-
tact Wilson’s PTO co-president,
Susana MacLean, at (908) 233-3406
or at susana.maclean@comcast.net.

Finally, on May 26, the school will
have an outdoor assembly, weather
permitting, featuring the a capella
group Ball in The House. At the end
of the concert, the performers and
school community will sing the
“Happy Birthday” song. The chil-
dren will then sing a new Wilson
School song, written and composed
by music teacher, Theodore
Hendricks.

Afterward, the children will return to
their classrooms where they will par-
take of birthday cupcakes donated by
the Garwood Shop Rite supermarket.

Pingry Announces 2010
Summer Camp Programs

MARTINSVILLE —The Pingry
School is accepting applications for
its 2010 Summer Camp, which will
take place at the Martinsville Cam-
pus from June 28 to August 6. Prices
are the same as last year, and dis-
counts are available for siblings.

Pingry offers Summer Day Camps
for boys and girls ages 3 to 13, and
each camp addresses the specific
interests and developmental needs
of the children: Nursery (ages 3 to 4
½), Junior (ages 4 ½ to 6 ½), and
Senior (ages 6 ½ to 13). The camps
are held in a safe, supervised and
non-competitive environment.

The 200-acre campus features ex-
pansive playing fields, two gyms, an
indoor 25-meter, six-lane swimming
pool, an eight-lane, all-weather track,
12 all-weather outdoor tennis courts
and a fitness center

Any athlete who wants to increase
his or her physical abilities and learn
how to avoid injuries can enroll in
the Strength and Conditioning
Camp. The campers will be taught

by professionals in the field and
learn how to design strength and
conditioning programs that are tai-
lored to meet the needs of particular
sports.

Campers will also have the oppor-
tunity to hear from experts about
sports nutrition and athletic training.

In addition to participating in the
Day Camps, boys and girls entering
Grades 4 to 12 who are looking for
academic enrichment can attend Sum-
mer School. Topics include reading,
writing, math, science, world lan-
guages and power learning.

Other Summer Camp programs
include golf, lacrosse, soccer, foot-
ball, basketball, sports and recreation
and SAT and ACT preparation.

Tours of the Martinsville Campus
will be offered on April 11, May 2,
June 6 and June 27 at 1 p.m. To
schedule a tour, request a brochure or
register for Pingry’s Summer Day
Camps, contact Joe Forte at (908)
647-5555, extension no. 1217. For
more information, visit pingry.org.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

20 Questions Not
To Ask Seniors (in April)

By ALEXA ZEPKA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Oh, March. You come in like a lion.
You go out like a lamb. And you leave
high school seniors in states of angst,
confusion or an unsettling combina-
tion of the three.

Every waking second of our days is
spent pondering life-changing deci-
sions and attempting to sketch out the
roadmaps of our futures. With so many
questions scuttling across our minds,
here are 20 that would be best if
kindly avoided.

1. Where are you going to college
next year?

Honestly, not all of us know at the
moment. Regular-decision notifica-
tions had to be sent out by April 1, so
until then, many will continue attack-
ing the mail truck and/or mail carrier
every afternoon in an anxious rush
for answers. However, I will offer a
convenient (and witty) tip to my peers
when asked this question. Simply re-
ply with the following statement: “I
plan to attend the University of Un-
decided.”

2. How many schools did you end
up applying to?

The average is about seven, so if
you respond with considerably less
or more than this number, it may
sound odd. Stick with lucky seven,
unless you would experience a confi-
dence boost by uttering 10 or 15.

3. Do you still have your SAT/ACT
practice books?

Yes. They’re under my bed. And I
plan on keeping them there.

4. Speaking of the SAT and ACT,
how many times did you take them
both?

Many more than what was neces-
sary.

5. Which one of them is better?
If standardized tests aren’t your

strong suit  (and they’re surely not
mine), this could be a tricky one. Try
pretending that you are choking or
quickly change the subject.

6. What were your scores?
There are some things in life that

we just want to forget. This would be
one of those things.

7. Were you accepted to your top
college choice?

Maybe. Maybe not.

8. What is your GPA?
Well, it is simply an abbreviation

for “grade point average.”

9. Did you receive any impressive
scholarships to college?

For some people, “impressive”
might mean “worthy of discussion,”
and college discussion is tremen-
dously boring and overrated at this
point. How ‘bout them Yankees?

10. When are you going to begin
studying for finals?

Awkward silence.

11. How do you feel about parking
at Westfield High School?

Warning: this will lead to an angry,
hour-long rant.

12. Are you aware of the fact that
high school senioritis can be detri-
mental to one’s success rate at the
collegiate level and beyond?

Yes, but it is still difficult to avoid.
It is an epidemic that is beyond our
control; it is an inevitable natural
occurrence.

13. Did you know that there are still
three months left until graduation?

Unfortunately, I do.

14. What was your grade on the
JRP (junior research project)?

The grade was not too exciting or
important. The total number of hours
spent on the project, however, is defi-
nitely worthy of the “Guinness Book
of World Records.”

15. On a scale of 1-10, 10 being the
best, how much did you enjoy your
high school experience?

A response to this question will
provide the inquirer with inaccurate
information, as the scale does not
begin in the negatives.

16. Was sophomore year really the
forgotten year?

Yes, it was. And it should remain
forgotten.

17. Did you and your parents fill
out all of the financial-aid forms?
Those needed to be handed in about a
month ago.

Actually, yes, but we found out that
they were due the night before. That
was…memorable.

18. Did the guidance department
truly guide you?

No, not too much. Why? Was that
what it was supposed to do?

19. Are all of your prom plans
thoroughly organized?

Oh, how I wish.

20. What do you want to do with
your life?

Ah, a universal question. Let us
propose a universal answer: to live.

Calais School Assists
Special-Needs ‘Latchkey’ Kids

AREA – The Calais School, a K-12
facility, is about to start an after-school
program for special-needs students.
Students from the area of Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood are en-
rolled at the school in Whippany, and
there are many more families with simi-
lar students in the surrounding region.

For special-needs students, being a
“latchkey kid” – leaving school to go to
an empty house and playing video
games until mom and dad get home
from work – is not a good option.

 The Calais School, a facility for
youngsters facing academic and be-
havioral challenges, is preparing an
innovative after-school program de-
signed specifically for special-needs
students. Calais officials believe their
school may be the first in the state to
offer such a program.

The program will kick off on Mon-
day, April 12. It will run from 2:45 p.m.,
the end of the regular day at Calais,
until 6 p.m. at the school’s campus at 45
Highland Avenue in Whippany. The
program will be offered five days a
week, Monday through Friday, through-
out the school year. In addition to Calais
pupils, it will be open to classified
students from other schools.

Along with offerings and
activities,such as snacks and home-
work help, some parents and students
may have come to expect elsewhere,
Calais’ after-school program will in-
clude elements of science, math, com-
puters and technology; choral and in-
strumental music appreciation; the arts,
theater and literature; non-competitive,
low-impact sports and exercise, as well
as social skills development.

The staff members involved in the
program will be overseen by its coordi-

nators, Joseph Orlando, principal of
The Calais School, and Alfred
Tagliabue, a learning disabilities teacher
consultant at Calais. Between them,
Mr. Orlando and Mr. Tagliabue have
been helping special-needs students for
more than three-quarters of a century.

Mr. Tagliabue explained that Calais’
program would be staffed by a psy-
chologist and a social worker, as well as
academic specialists, “all of whom are
familiar with dealing with kids with
learning disabilities.”

Mr. Orlando said he sees the pro-
gram as a matter of “continuity with the
regular academic program – academi-
cally, behaviorally, socially.” He stressed
that the school wants to “make sure we
have people here not to just watch the
kids,” but “people who will actively
work with” special-needs students “to
continue the school’s objectives.”

Mr. Tagliabue noted that although
the idea for the program was something
he and other special-needs educators
had discussed for years, it sprang to life
now because “the time was right.” With
more parents having to work than ever,
“there’s a need” to have someplace for
their special-needs children to go.

Mr. Tagliabue said a key element in
getting the program off the ground has
been The Calais Foundation, a public
501(c)(3) charitable group that raises
money for the school.

He said the foundation would assist
The Calais School in providing some
scholarship aid for families whose cir-
cumstances would make it difficult to
pay the program’s registration and en-
rollment fees.

To learn more, call Mr. Tagliabue at
the school at (973) 884-2030, exten-
sion no. 221, or visit thecalaisschool.org.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Engraved Bricks for
SPFHS Walk for Sale
 SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Alumni Associa-
tion is selling engraved bricks to
be placed in the alumni walk lo-
cated in the sidewalk at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School lead-
ing to the Perry Tyson Football
Field. This is the walk that the
graduating class uses for the com-
mencement ceremonies each June.
A gift certificate can be sent as an
acknowledgment of purchase to
present to the recipient.

 Forty-two engraved bricks are
needed to complete one section of
the walk. Currently the associa-
tion is holding 38 engraved bricks
and are in need of four more to add
another section. The goal is to have
at least one more section in place
for the 2010 graduation ceremo-
nies.

An order form for an alumni
brick can be obtained at the high
school’s main office or by contact-
ing the SPFHS Alumni Associa-
tion. All proceeds go to an annual
scholarship given to a graduating
senior or seniors.

 For more information, contact
(908) 889-4749 or the Alumni As-
sociation at the high school.
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ARONSON RAPS 2B, 1B; ESLER SCORES, PECORA RBI

Union Lady Softballers Edge
Blue Devils, 2-1, in Opener

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Right fielder Lauren Lodato’s spec-
tacular shoelace catch in the first in-
ning that saved, at least, a run turned
out to be one of the primary factors in
the Union Lady Farmer’s 2-1 victory
over the Westfield High School soft-
ball team in Westfield on April 1.

The Blue Devils jumped all over
Farmer ace pitcher Amanda Kardys
in the first inning and had her on the
ropes. With one out, Katie Esler laid
down a bunt single and advanced to
second on Nikki Aronson’s wicked
single up the middle. Meg Boersig
slapped a sagging shot to right field
that appeared to be in for extra bases,
but Lodato snagged it. Esler scored

on Olivia Pecora’s RBI single, and
Tara Criscuolo followed with a base
on balls, before the third out was
made, so Lodato’s grab surely saved
runs.

“At least one! Probably two! We
were all over her early, but we have to
know that she is the kind of pitcher,
who is going to get better and better

as the game goes on,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Caitlin MacDonald said.
“She is going to get in her groove.
She’s going to start feeling it. She is
going to figure out the umpire’s strike
zone. She’s going to get stronger and
tougher. So we did it by getting on
early. Unfortunately, we just totally

This Is Westfield 201038th Annual Edition
Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

BINKIEWICZ TOSSES N0-HITTER, RIDGE RAPS 5 RBI

Raider Baseball Nine Unload
Muscle on Cardinals, 16-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

April Fools Day proved to be no
joke as strong pitching combined with
offensive muscle molded the outcome
of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team’s 16-0 season-
opening victory over visiting
Plainfield.

Raider starting pitcher Binkiewicz
turned in an outstanding no-hit, pitch-
ing performance, fanning three Car-

dinals through three innings. Fresh-
man James D’Angelo tossed a two-
hitter, fanned one, walked one and hit
a batter in his two innings of relief to
preserve the shutout.

“Today, I really wanted to establish
the fastball. I did that and just stuck
with it. I was locating well, so I really
did not have to throw anything else.
Everything that happened last year is
over and I’m not trying to match
anything. (9-1 record, 19 earned runs

in 491 innings) This is a whole new
year. I’ll just go out there, win some
games and help my team, said
Binkiewicz.

“The biggest difference was Gary
(Binkiewicz) on the mound. He
threw three innings, no hits, nine
batters faced, nine batters down.
[He was] Just working on placing
his fastballs and getting himself into
his groove,” Raider Head Coach

MONROY GOES 3-FOR-3; SEBOLAO DBLS, SGLS, 1 RBI

Cougar Softballers Hold Off
Raiders in Cougar Classic, 4-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Efficient pitching and fine fielding
kept the Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
Cranford High School softball teams
in a tight contest, but it took junior
Nicole Ravetier’s timely RBI double
in the bottom of the fifth inning to
provide just enough cushion to give
the Cougars a 4-3 victory in Game 1
of the Cougar Classic at Adams Field
in Cranford on April 3.

Cougar freshman pitcher Julie
Siragusa yielded a pair of runs on
four hits in the first inning but got
stronger as the game went on and
finished with nine strikeouts, while
allowing nine hits and no walks.

“She pitched three innings the other
day and had six strikeouts, so for a
freshman, she is very good. She’s still
learning a little bit about playing var-
sity softball, but she did a nice job,”
Cougar coach Bob Bruno said.

“She throws a nice little ball. She
was hitting her spots and really seemed
to find the corners, especially after the
first couple of innings,” commented
Raider Head Coach Jessica Hulnik.

Raider junior pitcher Amanda
White, who gave up eight hits, yielded
a pair of runs in the first inning but
regained her control to walk only one
batter, while striking out two.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

SPF/Cranford Softball
Westfield/Union Softball
SPF/Plainfield Baseball
Westfield/Morris Knolls

SATURDAY – APRIL 17TH

A National Competition sponsored by Major League Baseball & Aquafina

Competition is FREE for all kids!

at La Grande Park, Fanwood, NJ

Area boys and girls (ages 7-14) can compete in a National Competition of Pitching, Hitting, and
Running.  The winners in each age group move onto a sectional competition, then to a TEAM
competition at Yankee Stadium.  Winners from Yankee Stadium go on to the MLB All Star Game.

This day at La Grande Park was designed for area families to spend a few minutes to a few hours
at the park.   All kids are encouraged to compete regardless of baseball abilities, and the actual
time needed to complete all three events is about 10 minutes.  Arrive when your schedule permits,
and stay as long as you’d like!  Enjoy the park with your family.

For more information and to register on line visit
www.fyobaseball.org

• Several moonwalks (slide, obstacle course, etc.)
• Games, Raffles, etc.
• Food
• Somerset Patriots Mascot “Sparkee”

PITCH, HIT & RUN

Rain date is Sunday, April 18th (same time)

Former Major League 
Baseball All Star and 
SPFHS graduate 
Jeffrey Hammonds will 
be giving a free kids 
clinic at 11:00AM –
11:45AM

10:00AM – 4:00PM

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LAYING DOWN A BUNT SINGLE…Blue Devil Katie Esler put down a bunt single and scored in the first inning against
the Union Farmers on April 1.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GREAT DAY DEFENSIVELY AND OFFENSIVELY…Raider senior shortstop Mike Ridge makes a great snag of a
grounder. He was also devastating at the plate with a triple, single, five RBI and a run scored in the 16-0 victory over
Plainfield on April 1.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SUCCESSFUL THEFT OF SECOND…Cranford Cougar Taylor D’Antico steals
second in the first inning as Raider shortstop Taylor Sebolao covers.

©2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield-West • 600 North Avenue • 908-233-0065

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com
Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services 866-835-4557

Apri
l

10-11 FederalTax
Credit

As a Member of the
National Association of REALTORS® &

the New Jersey Association of REALTORS® (NJAR®)

COLDWELL BANKER
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
WESTFIELD WEST OFFICE

is Proud to Participate in

Open House Weekend
April 10-11, 2010

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com/WestfieldWest
for all open houses this weekend.

Become a fan on Facebook @
Coldwell Banker Westfield NJ

FANWOOD $449,000
Pristine 4BR 2BA Cape. Many updts incl: Baths, Kit, wndws,
patio, refin. hwd flrs. Walk to town & NYC trains. DIR:
Martine Ave to LaGrande.
MLS: 2753133 908-233-0065

4BR 2.1BA Split on 0.37acre in popular Parkwood secn of
Scotch Plains. Newly painted thruout. Great for outdoor
entertaining; in-grnd pool. DIR: W Broad to Graymill Dr.
MLS: 2738518 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $749,000
Stunning & spacious home in great condition. Lots of up-
dates include newer Kitchen, baths, windows, heat &CAC.
DIR: Lamberts Mill to Shackamaxon to Arrowwood.
MLS: 2740351 908-233-0065

MOUNTAINSIDE $729,000
Brick home w/updtd Eat-in Kit off family room, 3BR 3.1BA,
fabulous Master w/full BA, walk-in closet, sitting area, &
lots more! DIR: Summit to Sunny View.
MLS: 2741772 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $725,000
NEW CONSTRUCTION w/4 flrs completely finished,
fully loaded & detailed. All top ss appl. Fin bsmt w/kit &
lots more! DIR: East side of Mountain Ave to Scotland.
MLS: 2736248 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $769,000
Renovated in 06. Beautiful foyer opens to LR, well equipped
EIK opens to FR & formal DR, nice sized BR,  lrg yard w/
patio, quiet loc. DIR: E Broad to Nomahegan.
MLS: 2751733 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $629,000
Charming Center Hall Col, spac LR w/fpl, FDR, sunny den,
Eat-in Kit w/greenhse wnd, pantry, nice sized BR, lovely
yard, fab. locn. DIR: E Broad to Wells to Folkstone.
MLS: 2752561 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $569,000

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, 02/21 1-4PM • 42 Maddaket

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, 4/11 1-4PM 364 LaGrande Ave OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, 4/11 1-4PM 1078 Sunny View Rd

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY, 4/10 1-4PM 1308 Graymill Dr OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, 4/11 1-4PM 217 Scotland St

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, 4/11 1-4PM 2061 Arrowwood Dr OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, 4/11 1-4PM 8 Folkstone Dr OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, 4/11 1-4PM 54 Nomahegan Dr

Hank Aaron Hits 715th Home Run
April 8, 1974 – Beats Babe Ruth
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When It Came to Westfield,
Nobody Out-Did Brewster

The last time I saw him was on
Thanksgiving Day, at the annual
Plainfield-Westfield football game.
He was pushed by his oldest son into
Gary Kehler Stadium sitting in a
wheelchair, enjoying the game from
his own personal end zone seat, in
front of the scoreboard.

And why not? If anybody deserved
his own seat to a WHS sporting event,
it was Bob Brewster. Nobody ever
gave more to a town than Bob
Brewster gave to Westfield. In addi-
tion to the four athletic sons – Bob
Jr., Brad, Daryl and Roger – that he
and his wife Marge raised, Brewster
devoted a good portion of his waking
hours to the youth of the Old Towne.

In the 1960s, along with guys like
Joe Wiendl, Frank Ketcham, Bill
Monninger, Pat Papaccio, Bill Tay-
lor, Bob Zitch, Jim Bonner, Al
Pfeiffer, Doug Merrill, Brud Davis,
Charlie Schrope and a host of other
interested adults, he helped make the
Westfield Little Leagues – football,
basketball and baseball – the envy of
most towns in the area, providing a
steady pipeline of talent to a WHS
sports machine that was on the way
to becoming the state’s all-time
winningest program.

As he sat there on Thanksgiving
morning, he was greeted by dozens
of current and former WHS coaches
and players, or former Little League
coaches and players, some from as
far back as the 1960s and ’70s. They
all knew he was battling cancer, and
they wanted to say hello and wish
him well.

Brewster had been quite the ath-
lete during his days at Newark’s Cen-
tral High School in the 1940s. A
three-sport standout, he spent a year
before college at Newark’s St.
Benedict’s Prep, where he played for
two of New Jersey’s all-time legends
– Joe Kasberger (football) and Prof
Blood (basketball).

He was such a good all-around
athlete that he was among the first
inducted into the Newark Hall of
Fame. And, because he spent more
than half his life involved with the
youth of Westfield and supporting

Devil of the Week
Danny Kerr

Baseball

the town’s sports teams, he is also in
the Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame.

Despite the full-time demands of
his job at RCA and raising a family,
Brewster somehow found time to run
the Westfield Boys Football League,
the Boys Basketball League and the
Boys Baseball League. He gave bas-
ketball clinics for the kids on Satur-
day mornings at Washington School.
He played in the Town Men’s Bas-
ketball League during the winter
months of the 1960s. He was also a
past President and longtime member
of the Westfield Booster Club. After
he stopped coaching, he could be
found with a ref’s whistle or wearing
umpire’s gear. And in 1967, along
with Papaccio, yours truly, Merrill
and Schrope, he helped start the
town’s first summer all-star teams
for 12-year-olds, a forerunner of
today’s travel teams.

“We figure our dad attended over
2,000 Westfield High School athletic
events, and probably coached around
5,000 local youth,” Daryl Brewster
wrote in an email Sunday night.

His four sons would all grow up to

compete at WHS – Bob Jr. (’68) in
football and baseball, Brad (’70) in
football, track and baseball, Daryl
(’75) in wrestling and Roger (’83) in
football and baseball. And all four
would be very successful in their lives;
Bob Jr. is currently in his 28th year as
WHS’s baseball coach.

Bob and Marge happily got to travel
to see their grandkids in action. While
Bob Jr.’s kids went to WHS, the happy
grandparents racked up miles travel-
ing down Route 31 to Hopewell Val-
ley to watch Brad’s kids, up Route 24
to Mendham for Daryl’s daughters,
and flying down to Mountain Brook,
Ala., to see Roger’s son Will develop
as a quarterback.

When the WHS Athletic Hall of
Fame was created back in 1993, Bob
was among the first people contacted
to be part of the committee. In 2008 he
became the only person to be inducted
into both the Newark and Westfield
Halls of Fame.

As part of the committee, he was
well aware of the need for brevity in
the acceptance speeches. He was al-
ways among the first to comment
when somebody went a little over his
allotted five minutes. So it was quite
a surprise – or maybe it wasn’t – when
Bob Sr.’s speech went between 10
and 15 minutes.

But who was counting? The guy
had plenty to talk about – his wife of
almost 60 years, his four wonderful
boys, their many (and talented) off-
spring … what a lucky guy he was.
Nobody was going to complain about
his lengthy speech. The man had
earned it.

And so it was a sad moment Sun-
day evening when I went online and
saw an e-mail from Daryl Brewster,
with the subject “our dad.” Knowing
what Bob Sr. had been going through,
I was hoping that maybe somebody
had discovered a cure for cancer and
Bob had taken it and was cured and
would be at the next WHS baseball
game I attended. He would be sitting
there in the front row of the bleach-
ers in his little portable chair wear-

ing the big panama hat to keep the
sun away and greet me with his usual,
“Hello there, Brucey.”

But there will be no more of those
greetings. The e-mail said that Bob
Sr. had passed away on Easter morn-
ing at the age of 81.

I hadn’t spent much time with
him last Thanksgiving morning,
because there were so many others
coming up to visit with him. Just a
quick hello, then I was off to watch
the game. And now it’s too late to
tell him … anything. How impor-
tant he was for so many kids in
Westfield. How coaching the Na-
tional League all-stars with him and
Papaccio in 1967 was the best sum-
mer of my life. We had an interest-
ing team, with C.J. Johnson, Monte
and Buzzy Turner, Jeff and Bob
Davis, Scotty Boone, Rich Jennings,
Mark Harbaugh, Mark Jackson,
Dave Bonnetti, Rob Bixler, Tom
Betz, Alan Webster, Paul Crystal

and Keith Bremer.
I remember that although we

coached the NL All-Stars, almost half
our team was guys who had been cut
by the AL All-Stars. Imagine our joy
when we played the haughty ALers at
Gumbert 1 and knocked them off.

Now Bob Brewster Sr., one of the
great Westfielders of the past half
century, is gone.

“He will be missed,” Daryl wrote.
“But we know he will continue to root
for the Blue Devils.”

WILLIAMS HONORED
Westfield resident Caroline Will-

iams was named first-team all-state
for indoor track, after winning the
state 3,200-meter championship. The
senior at Mount St. Mary Academy
in Watchung is the daughter of Skip
and Michelle Williams of
Shackamaxon Drive.

An honor student since her days at
Holy Trinity Interparochial School,
Williams is a High Honor Roll stu-
dent, editor of the school newspaper
and is going to Columbia University
this fall. She will graduate a six-time
team captain, as a junior and senior
in cross country, indoor track and
spring track.

In her “spare time,” Williams is a
summer lifeguard at Memorial Pool
and also a member of a National and
World champion Irish dancing team
that will be competing in Glasgow,
Scotland, later this month.

JOB WELL DONE
Dennis Doherty, who coached the

WHS ice hockey team to a 90-84-25
record the last eight years, has stepped
down to take a job as the coach of the
Cranston Reds, a Junior B hockey
team in Cranston, Rhode Island.

This year’s WHS team sets school
records for most wins (17) and few-
est losses (7) in a season, while quali-
fying for the state tournament for the
sixth straight year.

SPRING UPDATES
Tennis: A 4-1 win may sound domi-

nating, buta closer look at WHS’s 4-
1 win over Millburn shows a very
close match. Bothdoubles went three
sets, two singles went to a second-set
tiebreaker and theother singles had a
7-5 second set. Key win: Tom
Kowalski at No. 3 singles by a tight
6-4, 7-6 (8-6) over Jared Wishnow.

Boys lacrosse: It’s only one match,
but a 15-1 win over Livingston is a
nice start for a team trying to erase
the memory of the last two springs.
John Bohlinger (four goals, three
assists) and Connor Hewett (four
goals) led the way.

Girls lacrosse: Freshman Elizabeth
Cusick had a school record-tying 10
points (six goals, four assists) in her
varsity debut, a win over Gov.
Livingston, and added three more
goals against Peddie.

TURTLE POWER
The Union County MudTurtles will

host Rugby Day this Sunday, April
11, at Gary Kehler Stadium. There
will be games all day, from 9 a.m.
until 7 p.m.

Doing the pre-game coin flip will
be Matthew Fertig, for whom the
MudTurtles bought a wheel chair, for
the U-15 game at 10:45 a.m., Mayor
Andy Skibitsky for the U-19 ‘B’ game
at 12:15 p.m., and Alice Kehler for
the U-19 ‘A’ game at 3:45 p.m.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Westfield Subs (261 South Av-
enue East) is Danny Kerr. The junior
first baseman was 4-for-4 with seven
RBIs, including a grand salami, in a
17-2 rout of Union in the baseball
season-opener. He followed that with
a 3-for-3 on Saturday.

The Devil’s Den appears Thurs-
day in The Westfield Leader during
the school year. Contact me with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions
at bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Blue Devil Boys Grab
Kearny Relays Crown
Depth across the board surely

showed its value when the Westfield
High School boys track and field
team placed in 12 of the 15 events to
win the Kearny Relays on April 3.
The Blue Devils, who took top hon-
ors in three of the events, totaled 71
points to edge Teaneck that finished
with 66 points.

Zach Lizmi, Jack Leary, John
Kirna and Andrew Kirna crossed
first in the 4x1,600 meters with a
time of 19:06. Pat Gray and TJ
Noonan won the javelin with a total
distance of 284’7”, and Dave
Fishman and Justin Butler won the
pole vault with a height of 24’6”.

Jhakyse Williams, Andrew Gates,
Jon Henry and Kyle Star placed sec-
ond in the 4x100 with a time of 43.8.
Gates, Jon Henry, Gray and Williams
took third in the 4x200 with a time of
1:31.6. Jon Henry, Brian Henry, Kevin
Ramos and Williams finished third
in the 4x400 at 3:28.4. Brian Henry,

Nick Polak and Connor Shields
crossed third in the intermediate
hurdles with a time of 3:09.5.

Tyler Cusick, Garrett Pryor, Sam
Tooley and Mike Kelley finished
fourth in the distance medley relay
with a time of 11:15.5. Brian Henry
and Polak placed fourth in the high
jump with a height of 11’2”. B-Team
member Mike Depaola had a clear-
ance of 5’8” in the high jump. Shields
and Aswad Turner placed fourth in
the long jump with a distance of
37’2.75”. Mike Costa and Gray placed
fifth in the discus with a distance of
212’4”, and Ramos, Kelley, Jason
Isbit and Cusick finished sixth in the
4x800 with a time of 8:33.9.

The freshman/sophomore team fin-
ished second and also won three
events. Brendan Dugan, Alex Hay,
Alex Ying and Bob Ciardullo won the
4x100 and 4x200. John Kirna, Hay,
Kevin Smith and Rob Marczydlo
crossed first in the 4x800.

Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MOMENTARY SETBACK…Blue Devil midfielder Sean Scrudato reels from an
illegal goal-crease check in Saturday’s lacrosse season opener at Livingston.
Scrudato shrugged off the hit and Westfield rolled to a 15-1, victory behind four
goals each from John Bohlinger and Connor Hewett. (Scrudato had three assists).
The Blue Devil JVs followed with their own 8-0, victory over the host Lancers.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin (August 2003 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOND MEMORIES OF A GREAT PERSON…Bob Brewster, Sr., right, and The
Westfield Leader Publisher Horace Corbin chat before both would be tossing the
first pitches at a Newark Bears game on August 18, 2003.
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Cougars Hold Off Raiders in Cougar Classic, 4-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

KERR RAPS 3 HITS, 3 RBI; MURRAY, YOUNGER SCORE

Morris Knolls Survives Scare,
Nips Baseball Blue Devils, 6-5

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Every bit of defense was needed
when Morris Knolls survived a two-
run, seventh-inning scare from the
Westfield High School baseball team
to hold on to a 6-5 victory on April 3
in Westfield.

The 2-0 Golden Eagles finished
with nine hits, including a two-run
double from Jackson Baird, scoring
Dylan Argenziano and Justin Masino.
Mound ace Marc DeFeo yielded all
nine of the Blue Devils hits, struck
out six, walked one and hit three
batters.

Blue Devil first baseman Dan Kerr
went 3-for-3, including a double and
three RBI. (Kerr, now 7-for-7 on the
season, totaled four hits in the victory
against Union). Tim Younger went 2-
for-4 with an RBI, and A.J Murray,
now with a 6-for-7 hitting record,
whacked an RBI double and took two
for the team. On the mound, senior
Rob Anderson permitted three runs
on four hits, recorded six strikeouts
and walked five during his four in-
nings. Justin White yielded three hits,
two runs, while striking out one in the
sixth, and Phil Russo finished the
game, allowing two hits, one run and
two walks.

“Rob (Anderson) had a little trouble
locating his fastball, but that happens
sometimes, and we’ll make adjust-
ments, but he was good, he was very

good. The effort he made I thought
was outstanding,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Bob Brewster said.

In the top of the first inning, Ander-
son initiated a second-to-first double
play; Murray gunned down a runner
attempting to steal second in the third,
and Matt Rivera snagged a laser at
third and fired in time in the sixth.

The 1-1 Blue Devils took a 1-0 lead
in the bottom of the first. Murray took
one for the team, and Kerr drilled his
RBI double. The Eagles put together
a single, three walks and a double to
score two runs in the third. In the
bottom of the third, Younger ripped a
long single to center and stole a base.
Murray got hit again, then Kerr
stepped to the plate and smacked a 2-
2 pitch to center that put the Blue
Devils ahead, 3-2. Morris Knolls tied
the game in the fifth when Jake Moran
scored on a passed ball.

“In the beginning of the game, I
found the strike zone. Ump gave me
a good outside corner, so AJ and I
worked the outside corner a lot. My
only regret was the three walks in that
one inning, which pushed my pitch
count really high. The pitches they hit
were hit hard, because I hung change-
ups and curve balls. I just have to get
the walks down and I’ll be happy,”
Anderson said.

“I have been catching Rob for two
years, and our chemistry is perfect.
We’re on the same page every pitch.

I call the pitch; he throws it for a
strike, basically. We try to keep all the
hitters off-balance as much as pos-
sible. I call most of the pitches, and
then if the coaches want a certain
pitch on a hitter, they’ll let me know,”
Murray said after the game.

The Golden Eagles scored two runs
in the sixth on a bases-loaded ‘hit by
a pitch’ run and a sac fly by Argenziano
then added a run in the seventh inning
on Justin Masino’s single.

Trailing 6-3, the Blue Devils put
together two runs in the bottom of the
inning. Brett Johnson singled;
Younger followed with a key RBI
single; Murray ripped an RBI double,
and Kerr worked a walk. With a Blue
Devil in scoring position, Argenziano
became a hero when he turned in a
double play.

“I liked the way our kids battled
back at the end. We had an opportu-
nity, but that’s the crazy thing about
baseball. You can hit the ball hard.
You can hit the ball soft. You can be
out either way. It’s an amazing game,”
said coach Brewster. “We hung in
there and battled right to the end. We
had the tying and winning run on
base, and that’s all you can ask. They
took advantage of things; score was
tied in the sixth inning, we made a
couple of mistakes and that’s how we
hurt ourselves. Things happen!”
Morris Knolls 002 012 1 6
Westfield 102 000 2 5

“She really hung in there. She was
very efficient today. One walk! Most
of the time, she was hitting her spots,”
coach Hulnik said.

Raider freshman Christine Monroy,
who played errorless ball at third
base, went 3-for-3 at the plate and
scored a run.

“She is a great two-strike hitter.
That’s important. You put the ball in
play, and anything can happen,” coach
Hulnik said.

Raider freshman Taylor Sebolao
had an RBI single, doubled and
scored, and also played errorless ball
at shortstop.

“She did an excellent job at short.
Defensively, we handled ourselves
very well. We were where we were
supposed to be most of the time to-
day,” coach Hulnik said.

Raider Aysia Peterson singled and
scored once, and Courtney Zyla ripped
an RBI single, while Jen Kickenwicz
and Kelly Lapham each singled.

“I thought we hit fairly well today.
The best thing is, I think we will be
better. This should be far from our
best game of the season,” coach
Hulnik said.

Ravetier finished 2-for-2 with two
RBI, but the Cougars also received
punch from senior co-captains Taylor
D’Antico and Kelly Hardman.
D’Antico had a pair of singles, stole a
base and scored a run, while Hardman
led off the first inning with a booming
solo home run, before being held to
flying out her next two at bats. Sopho-

more catcher Melissa Moreno went 2-
for-3 and scored twice; sophomore
Stephanie Bagniewski singled, and
Siragusa added an RBI.

“We are so young that they have to
lead by example. Starting off the game
with a home run surely typifies what
I just said,” coach Bruno said.

“It happens sometimes, but we were
able to contain her pretty well the rest
of the game,” coach Hulnik said of
Hardman. “That’s what it is! You get
burned in the beginning, then you
make the adjustment.”

Defensively, D’Antico made sev-
eral solid plays at third base, and
Hardman made a key running grab of
a sharp line drive off the bat of Peterson
in the fifth inning to prevent a run.

“Senior leadership! Both of them
made big plays to keep us in the
game, and we expect that. Taylor is
the best third baseman in the county,
and if Kelly wasn’t a pitcher/

centerfielder, she’s an accomplished
outfielder as well. There’s no doubt,
when a ball comes their way, it will be
caught,” coach Bruno said.

In the top of the first inning, Monroy
and Peterson each singled, then Zyla
and Sebolao followed with RBI
singles. Hardman drilled her leadoff
homer over the leftfield fence.
D’Antico singled and stole second
then Ravetier ripped an RBI single to
second, tying the score.

Moreno and D’Antico singled in
the third, then Ravetier advanced the
runners with a sacrifice bunt.
Siragusa’s RBI groundout to third
gave the Cougars a 3-2 lead. Moreno
singled in the fifth, and Ravetier
brought her home with her RBI double
to center. In the sixth, Sebolao slashed
a double past first base, stole second
and scored on an errant throw to third.
Sc. Pl-Fanwood 200 001 0 3
Cranford 201 010 x 4

Cranford High School Sports

See it online at

www.goleader.com

(link is at bottom of page)

Cranford Sports Archives

From September 2009 are available.
Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLOWING UP PLENTY OF DIRT…Blue Devil Danny Kerr successfully executes a head-first slide into second base for a
double against Morris Knolls on April 3. Morris Knolls won, 6-5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING SAFELY INTO HOME BASE…Raider Taylor Sebolao slides safely home in the sixth inning as Cougar catcher
Melissa Moreno prepares to catch the ball. The Cougars held on to win, 4-3.

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/11  1-5PM

Westfield. Spacious 3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath Colonial. Features Eat-In-Kitchen, Large Living
Room with wood burning fireplace, Dining Room, hardwood floors, large Family Room,
high ceilings, new windows, 2 car detached garage, wooded lot. Directions: West Broad
Street to Rahway Avenue #1016.

COLONIAL

Cranford. Architectural Integrity & Detailed Craftsmanship! This 4,000 sq. ft. CHC to
be built by Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano is located in Westfield’s “Indian Forest”.
Offering 5 Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths. Amenities include: oak hardwood floors, Formal LR,
banquet size DR, 1st Floor Au-Pair/Extended Family Suite, gourmet Kit that opens to the
Great Room w/fireplace & custom built-ins. The spacious MBR Suite w/fireplace, walk-in
closets & luxurious bath along w/Finished Basement & walk-up attic.

Westfield. Beautifully maintained Cape on a deep level lot on a quiet street. 3 Bedrooms,
2 Baths, Eat-In-Kitchen with separate dining area, Family Room off Kitchen, full
basement with finished rec room, Central Air, Newer Furnace, first floor laundry and
abundant storage. Close to schools, town and NYC transportation. Directions: Central
or Summit to Marlboro #125.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/11  1-5PM

Westfield. This spectacular residence features 11 rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 5.5 Baths in a quiet
suburban locale. Combining gracious formal living with comfortable family features to suit
all your entertaining & living needs. Some of the notable features include custom ceilings,
elegant main staircase, gas fireplaces in the great room, Master BR & Master Bath, gourmet
kit with custom wood cabinetry & granite. Special contractors financing available.

CENTER HALL COLONIAL OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/11  1-5PM

Cranford. 4 BR, 2.5 Bath Split Level home situated on a quiet street. Relax in the FR
appointed with gleaming hardwood floors, crown & toe moldings. Your needs can be met
with the flexibility of a BR, playroom or office on the GL. The convenient laundry room/
mud room has an updated powder room and access to the covered paver patio and lg yd.
The first floor offers an expansive LR, DR and gourmet kit. The 2nd level offers 3
Bedroom, including a MBR w/ private bath and updated main bath. Directions:
Lexington to Denman to Morse #46.

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

Westfield. New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Many options available. Very deep
properties that are close to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder and
customize plans to create your perfect home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall
Colonials are planned. Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, & spa like retreat
Master bath are a given. Intercom, central vac, & stereo system are just a few of the many
appointments included in this gem.
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Union Lady Softballers Edge
Blue Devils, 2-1, in Opener

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider Baseball Nine Unload
Muscle on Cardinals, 16-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

fell asleep after that inning, but that
right fielder made a great catch on
that.”

Coach MacDonald was correct.
Kardys buckled down in the next six
innings, allowed no more walks and
only a hard double to Aronson, while
striking out seven.

Blue Devil pitcher Nicki Schmeider
tossed a five-hitter, struck out two
and allowed four walks, but two of

those walks took its toll when the 1-
0 Farmers capitalized on them with a
run in the fifth and another in the
sixth.

“I cannot complain about the way
Nicki pitched today. She pitched very
well,” coach MacDonald said. “She
let up four hits. I say three of which
were hit very softly. The one thing,
she was pitching behind batters and
gave up a few too many walks, but she
kept us in the game. That’s something
to build on.”

The Blue Devils were hitting the
ball sharply against Kardys, but three
of their four hits came in the first
inning.

“I am not worried about our of-
fense. We are going to hit any pitcher
all year long. These girls are very
confident in that. What they need to
know is you can’t rest on one run. You
can’t fall asleep, and you got to keep
building and put pressure on them.
We stopped doing that, and that’s
how we lost the game,” coach
MacDonald said.

Aronson was 2-for-2 coming into
her third at bat, but Kardys figured
out her weakness and it came in the
way of changeups to record a
strikeout.

“Three changeups in one at bat.
That is not something that Amanda
does often. In fact, I don’t think I
remember seeing her throwing one
changeup last year,” said coach
MacDonald. “But that’s the sign of a
great pitcher. You know your batter,
and you know that last time she won
out twice, and now you got to switch
it up, and she’s willing to do that even
though it’s not her forte.”

The Blue Devils also exhibited fine
fielding, especially for a season
opener, and had no errors.

“We didn’t make one error. We
made every play. Even some ques-
tionable throws, we were able to pick
each other up,” coach MacDonald
said. “There were a couple of bad
throws on some bunts with Meg
Boersig covering first and Sara
Connery covering first, they made
the picks. That’s what it comes down
to.”
Union 000 110 0 2
Westfield 100 000 0 1
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Tom Baylock said.
The Raiders, who totaled 12 hits,

swiped seven bases and walked five
times, took a 4-0 lead in the bottom of
the first inning on a bases-loaded
two-RBI single by Mike Ridge (2-
for-4, triple, 5 RBI, run scored), an
RBI sacrifice fly by Marcus Rivera
and an RBI single by Rick Shevlin.

The Raiders added three runs to
take a 7-0 lead in the second. Taylor
Schon cracked a long single to left
field and Binkiewicz (3-for-3, 3 RBI)
ripped an RBI single to center. Ridge
followed with an RBI sac fly to left
and scored on an infield miscue.

After Binkiewicz struck out the
side in the top of the third, Cardinal
pitcher Randy Infante had little luck
in the bottom of the inning as the
Raiders unloaded more four runs. Joe
D’Annunzio chopped a single to left,
slipped into second and scored on
Binkiewicz’s double to center. Next,
John Maxwell worked a free pass and
Binkiewicz successfully dashed home
on an infield bobble. Rivera stepped
to the plate and peppered a two-run
single to make the score 11-0.

In the fourth inning, with Cardinal
Emerson Jones in relief, the Raiders
read his pitches well and rapped five
more runs, including RBI singles from
D’Annunzio, Binkiewicz, Maxwell
and a two-run triple off the ‘metal
stick’ of Ridge. In the top of the fifth,
with the pods full of Cardinals and
two-outs, D’Angelo reared back and
delivered his fastball for the strikeout
to preserve the shutout.

“Our bats came alive, we were able

to get a comfortable lead and we were
able to do some things. We brought in
freshman James (D’Angelo) to work
some things out so that, when we
need him in a big spot, he’ll be ready
to go,” said coach Baylock. “I think
our lineup is pretty deep and we have
confidence in all nine batters, which
is a luxury for us. Anyone in this
lineup is capable of carrying us on
any given day. Today, everyone was
putting the bat on the ball, everyone
was into the action and making things
happen.”

“I just rear back, throw as hard as I
can for as long as I can. Today it was
fastballs, sliders and curve balls. The
team is good, so it felt good. I’m
proud to be a freshman too on this
varsity team,” said D’Angelo.
Plainfield 000 00 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 434 5x 16

CAPTURING THE CROWN...Westfield Renegades seventh grade boys travel
basketball team defeated Roselle, 67-37, to capture the Bi-County Basketball League
Playoff Championship. Pictured, left to right, are: front row, Eli Wirtshafter, James
Goldberger, Matt Catanzaro, Kevin Irving and Sean Brennan; back row, Assistant
Coaches Rich Dursee and David Wirtshafter, Danny McHugh, Jack Bunting, Danny
Mitchell, Colin Dursee, Sean Elliott and Head Coach Mark Mitchell.

UCRFC U19 A-Side Boys
Ransack Lehigh Valley, 20-0
The Union County Rugby Football

Club (UCRFC) U19 boys A-side ran
its record to 4-0 (2-0 in the METNY
U19 D1 league) with a 20-0 shutout
of Lehigh Valley U19 boys in
Bethlehem on March 28.

The A-side controlled the ball for
most of the match as Lehigh Valley
defended valiantly. However, with so
much possession, it was only a matter
of time until the A-side would get on
the scoreboard. The Jr. Mudturtles
racked up four tries, getting one each
from Mike Sheehan, Joe Ondi, Kyle

Markovitch and Zack Bascio.
In the B-side match, UCRFC rang

up a 27-0 win to even its record to 2-
2. Willie Johnson, Brandon Deitz,
Thomas Edwards, Jake Zimmerman
and Pete Ondi scored trys. Jake
Rabedeau converted one try.

In other rugby action, the UCRFC
U15 boys lost their first match of the
season, 25-10, to a strong Old Green-
wich, Conn. side. Tom Ross and Peter
Lovito each had a try. In their first-
ever match, the UCRFC U13 boys
side fell to Old Greenwich U13s, 20-
5. Kyle Burns provided the only points
for UCRFC as he scored a try in his
first rugby match.

The UCRFC U19 girls also played,
traveling to Elizabeth to battle de-
fending METNY Champions, Eliza-
beth High School. The young UCRFC
team played a tough game but even-
tually fell to the faster, stronger Eliza-
beth team, 30-0. All the teams will be
in action at home on Sunday, April
11, as they take part in Rugby Day in
Westfield at Kehler Stadium.

Lady Blue Devils Level
Highlander Laxers, 20-8

Elizabeth Cusick fired in six goals
and contributed three assists to lead
the Westfield High School girls la-
crosse team to a 20-8 victory over
Governor Livingston in Westfield on
April 1. Val Hoffman and Catherine
Frega each notched three goals for
the 1-0 Blue Devils. Sam Dowling
had two goals and an assist for the 0-
1 Highlanders.

Colin Weber Receives
Honors at TCNJ

Scotch Plains resident Colin We-
ber had a memorable football season
and career at The College of New
Jersey. His accomplishments were
rewarded following the 2009 season
as he was named to CoSIDA’s ESPN
The Magazine Academic All-District
II College Division First Team as
well as an All-New Jersey Athletic
Conference Second Team selection.

Weber played wide receiver for the
Lions earning three varsity letters.
This past season, Weber caught 35
passes for 582 yards and seven touch-
downs, ranking him fourth in the
NJAC in touchdown receptions. He
averaged 14.4 yards per catch and
58.2 yards per game (fifth best in the
NJAC).

Weber eclipsed the 100-yard re-
ceiving mark twice in 2009, includ-
ing a career-high 199 receiving yards
on six catches and touchdown recep-
tions of 71 yards and 44 yards against
Farleigh Dickinson University-
Florham. For his three-year varsity
career, he caught 81 passes for 1,166
yards and 13 touchdowns.

Weber is an interdisciplinary busi-
ness major and possesses a grade
point average of 3.34. A member of
the dean’s list, he is a TCNJ Scholar
Athlete and was also a 2008-09 All-
NJAC Academic Team Honorable
Mention selection.

WF Renegades Capture 2 League Hoops Crowns
The Westfield Renegades seventh grade boys travel basketball team

capped off the winter travel season by winning playoff championships in
both the Central Jersey League and the Bi-County League. In the Central
Jersey championship game, Westfield beat Marlboro in overtime by the
score of 52-51. In the Bi-County championship game, Westfield beat Roselle
by the score of 67-37. The Westfield Renegades finished the season with an
overall record of 42-5.

Peddie Laxers Defeat
Lady Blue Devils, 22-8
The Westfield High School girls

lacrosse team was handed a 22-8 de-
feat at the sticks of Peddie in
Hightstown on April 3. Elizabeth
Cusick and Courtney Weisse notched
three goals each for the 1-1 Blue
Devils.

Cager Venezia Gets
All-UC First Team

Westfield High School senior Diana
Venezia recently received All-Union
County (UC) First Team honors in
girls basketball by The Star-Ledger.
Cranford High School senior Jamie
Webb received All-Group 3, Third
Team honors and All-UC Second
Team Honors.

Westfield Blue Devil Pat Sabatino
was named to the All-UC Second
Team in boys basketball, while
Cranford Cougar Will Green and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider
Charles Oliver received All-UC Third
Team honors.

DASHING FOR THE TRY…Jr. U19 Mudturtle Kyle Markovitch zooms for a try
in a 20-0 victory over Lehigh Valley on March 28.

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Kerry in,
and he’ll bring results!

Kerry McDevitt

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/11  1-5PM
738 Marcellus Drive

WESTFIELD . . . Pristine 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Split in the Washington School District. This lovely home
boasts 5 floors of living space. Large Living Room & Formal Dining Room and Sun Porch on 1st floor.
Finished recreation room with Powder Room in basement. Updates include new roof, windows and kitchen.
New landscape and quiet street complete this unique package. Directions: E. Broad to Wells St to St. Marks
Ave. to Marcellus Dr #738.

Blue Devils Defeat
Ridge in Baseball, 7-3
The Westfield High School base-

ball team improved to 2-1 with a 7-
3 victory over 1-2 Ridge in Basking
Ridge on April 5. Blue Devils Greg
Fortino and Brett Johnson scored
on an error to highlight a five-run
seventh inning. Max Fusaro had a
pair of RBI and pitcher Phil Russo
tossed six innings and allowed two
earned runs.

Annual Rugby Day Set
For April 11 at Kehler
The Union County Rugby Football

Club (UCRFC) will host its second
annual Rugby Day at Kehler Stadium
in Westfield this Sunday, April 11.
The day features a full schedule of
rugby involving all divisions of the
UCRFC program.

In addition to the rugby matches,
each match will feature a coin toss by
special guests. Information on rugby,
event tee shirts, food and drinks will
be available. For more information,
visit the UCRFC website
(www.mudturtlerugby.net) or contact
lexmaccubbin@yahoo.com.

SCHEDULE OF MATCHES:
9 AM: Three Flag Rugby matches for
Cranford, Westfield, Berkeley Heights
9:45 AM: Boys U-13 UCRFC vs Old
Greenwich RFC
10:45 AM: Boys U-15 UCRFC vs Old
Greenwich RFC
12:15 PM: Boys U-19 – “B” – UCRFC vs
New York RFC “B”
1:45 PM: Girls U-19 – UCRFC vs New
York RFC
3:45 PM: Boys U-19 – “A” – UCRFC vs
New York RFC
5:20 PM: Union County RFC Men vs
Seton Hall RFC

Colin Weber
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New Homes throughout

Westfield

Cranford

Scotch Plains

From $699,000 - $1,099,000

For more information, contact

908-294-2128

UCRFC U19 A-Side Suffers
First Loss of Season, 51-10

The Union County Rugby Football
Club (UCRFC) U19s traveled to New
York City to face Northeast power-
house, Xavier High School. Xavier
showed the Jr. Mudturtles why they
are currently ranked no. 3 in the na-
tion as they rang up a 51-10 win.

The UCRFC U19s controlled the
ball for several minutes and scored
first when Joe Ondi intercepted a
pass and ran 50 meters for the try. At
the 15-minute mark, Xavier scored a
try to tie the match and then went on
to score three more tries for a 24-5
lead at the half.

The UCRFC U19s scored late in
the second half when Brandon Dietz
pounced on a loose ball for a try. The
Jr Mudturtles battled throughout the
match but could not overcome the
superior fitness and rugby skills dis-
played by Xavier.

In the “B” match, the UCRFC
fielded a team comprised of fresh-

men and sophomores. As in the A-
side match, Xavier was dominant and
won, 46-6. The only scoring for the
“Bs” came from two penalty kicks by
Ryne Morrison.

The UCRFC team returns home
this Sunday, April 11, for their sec-
ond annual Rugby Day in Westfield
to be held at Kehler Stadium. The
U19 Boys and Girls play league
matches versus the New York Rugby
Club U19s, while the U13 boys and
U15 boys have a rematch with Old
Greenwich.

The day begins at 9 a.m. with
matches between the Westfield,
Cranford and Berkeley Heights flag
rugby teams. This will be followed by
the U-13 Boys match at 9:45 a.m., the
U-15 Boys match at 10:45 a.m., the U-
19 Boys B-side at 12:15 p.m., the U-
19 Girls at 1:45 p.m., the U-19 Boys
A-side at 3:45 p.m., and the UCRFC
Men vs. Seton Hall at 5:20 p.m.

SECOND PLACE…The Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y” third/fourth grade boys
basketball team, coached by Tom Laucik, pictured top left, and Bruce Moran, top
right, finished second in the Travel League. Pictured, left to right, are: seated,
Spencer Moran, Dimitri Kastanos, David Chango and Jeffrey Brenner;
standing Coach Tom Laucik, Tommy Laucik, Michael Leegan, George Davis
and Coach Bruce Moran. Not pictured is Jason Lee.

Correction and Update from April 1 Issue:
The picture below had an incorrect caption

WF’s Carpettos Help
Mules Men’s Lacrosse
ALLENTOWN, PA. – Westfield

residents, senior Al Carpetto and
freshman Michael Carpetto, who
played for St. Joseph High School,
have helped the Muhlenberg College
men’s lacrosse team to the best Cen-
tennial Conference start in program
history.

Al has played in all eight games at
midfield and has scored four goals
and three assists. He netted his first
career hat trick in the season opener
against Stevens and has picked up 12
ground balls for the season.

Michael has also played in all eight
games at midfield. He scored his first
career goal against Washington Col-
lege. He has picked up 10 ground
balls and has won 10 faceoffs.

Muhlenberg began 3-1 in the Cen-
tennial Conference for the first time
in school history. The Mules defeated
a nationally ranked team, No. 13
Haverford College, for the first time
in program history and beat nation-
ally prominent Washington College
for the first time ever.

© 2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555
COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2009
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

JAYNE BERNSTEIN
Sales Associate

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

245 Throwbridge Drive, Scotch Plains $790,000
This beautifully appointed & maintained, 8 room, 4 BR, 2.1 bath 3000+/-
square foot Colonial home is just 2 years young & is loaded with amenities
throughout. The fabulous floor plan is great for entertaining and comes
complete w/ private back patio. Located in Heather Glen, a 55+ community,
situated conveniently close to downtown Westfield and NYC transportation,
with 2 car attached garage, community Clubhouse & pool, this outstanding
home is one you won’t want to miss!

55+ COMMUNITY

OPEN HOUSE, SUNDAY, April 11th 1-4PM

747 Dorian Road, Westfield $709,000
JUST LISTED! Very Charming, well maintained 9 room, 4 Bedroom 2 bath
English Colonial with living rm w/fireplace, formal dining rm., beautiful
hardwood floors, chestnut trim and doors; updated EIK & baths. Exterior
painted in 2010. Nestled on a corner 60 x 139’ lot w/one car detached
garage, this home offers a great, convenient location, too - close to schools,
parks, downtown & NYC transporation. Directions: Rahway Avenue or
Lamberts Mill Rd. to Dorian Road.

Ana DeFigueiredo
• Top Lister Month of March
• Short Sale Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

• Speaks Portuguese and Spanish

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Ana DeFigueiredo
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Ana in, and she’ll bring results!

Westfield Netmen Rap
Mendham Boys, 4-1

The Westfield High School boys
tennis team defeated Mendham, 4-1,
in Westfield on April 5.
First singles: Justin Snyder (W) d Tony
D’Angelo, 6-3, 2-6, 7-6 (7-3)
Second singles: Scott Bernstein (W) d
Eli Samaan, 6-4, 6-1
Third singles: Tom Kawalski (W) d Ray
Chase, 6-2, 6-3
First doubles: Graeme Stahl and Scott
Thompson (W) d Nirav Shah and Chase
Matthijssen, 6-2, 6-1
Second doubles: Jeremy Holtzman and
Rishi Shah (M) d Max Mancini and Josh
Simmons, 4-6, 6-4, 6-4

Blue Devils Shutout
Union Netmen, 5-0

First singles: Justin Snyder d Steve
Roszkowski, 6-0, 6-0
Second singles: Scott Bernstein d
Kishan Patel, 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Tom Kowalski d Hope
Ajayl, 6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Graeme Stahl and Scott
Thompson d Gabe Sepulveda and David
Reyes, 6-0, 6-0
Second doubles: Josh Simmons and
Max Mancini d James Magbanva and
John Magbanva, 6-0, 6-0

Softball Raiders Down
Lady Cardinals, 20-0
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School softball team unloaded on
Plainfield with a 20-0 shutout in
Plainfield on April 1. Taylor Sebolao
went 4-for-5 with four RBI and three
runs scored, and Christine Monroy
drilled a pair of doubles, scored three
times and added two RBI for the 1-0
Raiders.

High School Results:

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Softball Raiders Rout
Ridge Red Devils, 14-4
After a tight 4-3, loss to Cranford,

the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School softball team created sparks
with it metal sticks and routed Ridge,
14-4, in the consolation game at the
Cougar Classic in Cranford on April
3. Christine Monroy and Courtney
Zyla each belted a pair of hits and
added an RBI for the 2-1 Raiders.

BrH2O Panthers Nip
SPF Raider Nine, 4-3

Panther John Guida blasted a
home run in the bottom of the
seventh inning to give the 2-1
Bridgewater-Raritan High School
baseball team a 4-3 victory over
visiting Scotch Plains-Fanwood on
April 5. Joey D’Annunzio and Ty
Schon scored in the top of the
seventh to tie the score for the 2-1
Raiders.

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
International President’s Elite
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008
Direct Line: 908-917-5801
maryaliceryan@comcast.net

Maryalice Ryan, MBA, ABR, SRES, ASP
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Welcome to Westfield! This updated Colonial sits in a true Westfield
neighborhood, close to the Washington school walking path. Updated in
2005 with a fabulous great room open to the kitchen and yard, master
bedroom suite, full walkout basement. The home boasts 4 bedrooms, 2 ½
baths, great flow, new windows, new roof, new furnace, cac, hardwood floors,
updated plumbing and electric and all freshly painted in a soothing neutral
décor. The yard is a great place to relax with a stone patio and swing set.
Move right in and enjoy living in this great community! Please call me today
for a private viewing or join me on Sunday at the open house. $849,000.

Open House: Sunday 4/11 1-4PM
914 Coolidge Street, Westfield

Open House: Sunday 4/11 1-4PM
714 Austin Street, Westfield

Turn of the century charm with the open floor plan and conveniences of
today! This beautifully preserved Victorian harkens to a gentler time with its
wrap-around porch, chestnut trim, hardwood floors, dual staircases, wood
burning fireplace and beautiful detailing. The updated kitchen with granite
breakfast bar is open to the dining room. There are four bedrooms, 2 1/2
baths, an office, a first floor family room, updated baths, a three-season
porch, central air conditioning, a finished basement, new windows and a
paver patio! Walk to all schools, town and train. Please call me today for a
private viewing or join me on Sunday at the open house. $679,900.
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DiGIOVANNI NETS 5 GOALS; SHEEHAN 2 GOALS, 2 ASSISTS

Cougars Butt Oratory, 14-3,
In Boys Lax Season Opener

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five returning starters, including
two goalies, hope to lead the Cranford
High School boys lacrosse team into
another successful season, and the
Cougars started on the right paw by
defeating the Oratory Rams, 14-3, at
Memorial Field in Cranford on April
Fools’ Day – No kidding!

Last year, the Cougars finished with
a 16-4 record, but practicing on the
new turf field this season has been an
added benefit.

“The most exciting thing this year
is we have our brand new synthetic
turf field, which has been such a help
this spring. We’ve lost zero days with

the foul weather. We have been out-
side every day,” Cougar Head Coach
Al Reinoso said. “We have a nice,
small group of returning varsity start-
ers, and we are complimenting them
with a number of new guys, who have
been doing a lot of work in the off-
season.

Another change is that the Cougars
will be playing in the newly formed
Union County League. “We will be
playing with some of the teams that
we are used to playing and some of
the teams that we are not used to
playing,” coach Reinoso said.

Additionally, the Cougars will be
competing up a level in the Waterman
Division, “which is a highly competi-
tive league as well. We have a lot to
work hard for this year,” coach
Reinoso added.

Senior midfielder/attacker Steve

DiGiovanni, a four-year starter who
will be playing Division I lacrosse for
Hofstra University next year, is ex-
pected to carry a heavy load this sea-
son. He will also be involved with
face-offs.

“Steve is going to be the work-
horse, the bell cow for our team and
rightfully so. He is signed and sealed
to attend Hofstra University. They
are ranked in the top-10 in the nation
right now,” coach Reinoso said. “He
has all the lacrosse talent. He is big,
strong and fast. He can shoot. He can
defend. He can do it all on the field.
He has worked so hard for his final
year here. Another great aspect of
Steve’s character is he wants every-
body around him to get better. He
pushes the younger guys and helps
them out with their game. That’s a
nice thing for a coach to have a guy
like him as a leader.”

Senior midfielder/attacker Michael

HARDMAN HRs, RAVETIER 2 RBI, SIRAGUSA FANS NINE

Cougar Softballers Hold Off
Raiders in Cougar Classic, 4-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Efficient pitching and fine fielding
kept the Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
Cranford High School softball teams
in a tight contest, but it took junior
Nicole Ravetier’s timely RBI double
in the bottom of the fifth inning to
provide just enough cushion to give
the Cougars a 4-3 victory in Game 1
of the Cougar Classic at Adams Field
in Cranford on April 3.

Cougar freshman pitcher Julie
Siragusa yielded a pair of runs on
four hits in the first inning but got
stronger as the game went on and
finished with nine strikeouts, while
allowing nine hits and no walks.

“She pitched three innings the other

day and had six strikeouts, so for a
freshman, she is very good. She’s still
learning a little bit about playing var-
sity softball, but she did a nice job,”
Cougar coach Bob Bruno said.

“She throws a nice little ball. She
was hitting her spots and really
seemed to find the corners, especially
after the first couple of innings,” com-
mented Raider Head Coach Jessica
Hulnik.

Raider junior pitcher Amanda
White, who gave up eight hits, yielded
a pair of runs in the first inning but
regained her control to walk only one
batter, while striking out two.

“She really hung in there. She was
very efficient today. One walk! Most
of the time she was hitting her spots,”

coach Hulnik said.
Raider freshman Christine Monroy,

who played errorless ball at third
base, went 3-for-3 at the plate and
scored a run.

“She is a great two-strike hitter.
That’s important. You put the ball in
play and anything can happen,” coach
Hulnik said.

Raider freshman Taylor Sebolao
had an RBI single, doubled and
scored, and also played errorless ball
at shortstop.

“She did an excellent job at short.
Defensively, we handled ourselves
very well. We were where we were
supposed to be most of the time to-
day,” coach Hulnik said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Cranford High School Sports

See it online at

www.goleader.com

(link is at bottom of page)

Cranford Sports Archives

From September 2009 are available.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING CONGRATULATIONS FROM THE COACH…Cougar Kelly Hardman gets congratulations from head coach
Bob Bruno after hammering a solo home run over the left field fence in the first inning against the Raiders.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JUMPING ON THE RAMS EARLY…Cougar midfielder Steve DiGiovanni, No. 5, scored four goals in the first half and
added another goal early in the third quarter against the Oratory Rams on April 1. The Cougars won, 14-3.

Probitas Verus Honos

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

New Homes throughout

Westfield

Cranford

Scotch Plains

From $699,000 - $1,099,000

For more information, contact

908-294-2128

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150

“We Service Our Clients.”
Our 68th Year

A Family Institution Providing

Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

Specializing in:

AUTO / HOME / BUSINESS

www.puglisi-insurance.com

Travelers of NJ

Selective - Progressive

Cougars Defeat Roselle Catholic in Baseball, 5-3.
Complete story will appear in next week’s Online Cougar Exclusive
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Sheehan, another returning starter
who has committed to Farleigh
Dickinson University, should also be
quite an asset this season. Seniors
Vincent Fitzgerald (long stick
midfielder/attacker) and Matt
Fernandi will also play in the midfield.
Juniors Matt Nunziato and Luke
Diano, and sophomore JR Rubin will
be on the attack.

“Michael will step into a more
prominent role. He is bigger and faster.
He has really come into his own in the
off-season. He has developed a much
better shot and has a good feel and

sense for the game,” said coach
Reinoso.

Junior returning starter Will Bender
will head a defensive unit that in-
cludes seniors Kyle Floyd and Mike
Kelly. Bender will also be taking some
face-offs.

“He is an excellent, very talented
defenseman. He is helping those who
are stepping into varsity roles around
him on defense,” coach Reinoso said.

Juniors Bob Anstatt and Gerry
Yotcoski will defend the goal.

DiGiovanni definitely led the at-
tack against the Rams, firing in five
goals. His first two goals came in the
first quarter as he confidently charged
down the center and flicked them in
from 10 yards out. He added a wrap-
around goal and a left-handed slam in
the second quarter, then he ripped in
his fifth goal early in the third quarter
before resting the remainder of the
game.

“We knew we were a little stronger.
Mike [Sheehan] and I talked to the
coaches. We knew we had to get them
in the first half then get a rest, play the

younger kids and figure out the rest of
our strategy for GL [Governor
Livingston] on Saturday [April 3],
because that is going to be a real
competition,” DiGiovanni said. “To-
day, we just tried to work the offense,
not do anything fancy yet, because we
are still getting our players together.
Today, we did a run-and-gun game.”

Sheehan also stuck to the game
plan of a employing a blitzkrieg of-
fense in the first quarter where the
Cougars seized a 5-0 lead.

“This game we looked to play our
big players, DiGiovanni and me, the
first two quarters to get a lead. Then
once we get that big lead, we were
going to work in our younger guys,
some of our freshmen, some of sopho-
mores just so they are ready if we
need them for harder games during
the season,” Sheehan explained.

Both of Sheehan’s goals in the quar-
ter came from straight-on shots from
10 yards out. He also added a pair of
assists.

“I saw the openings. There was a
part of me that said, ‘don’t shoot!

Let’s work it around,’ but at the end of
the day, you’ve got to pull the trig-
ger,” he said.

Rubin intercepted a Ram toss and
converted it to a goal in the first
quarter then assisted Nunziato’s slam
dunk goal late in the second quarter to
give the Cougars a 9-0, halftime lead.
Nunziato also scored the first goal of
the second quarter.

After DiGiovanni scored to start
the second half, Joe Nunn scored the
Rams’ first goal to make the score 10-
1. Cougar midfielder Keith Meise, on
an assist from freshman Tom
Fitzgerald, answered with a goal.
Minutes later Fitzgerald netted a pair
of goals within seconds of each other.
Junior attacker Colin Stradon, assisted
by Meise, scored the Cougars’ final
goal. Rams Nick Baressi and Spencer
Forrest scored in the fourth quarter.

The Cougars out-shot the Rams,
31-14 and held a 13-6 edge in face-
offs. They also had a hefty, 37-20 lead
in ground balls. Cougar goalie Anstatt
had four saves and Ram goalie Trenor
Turner made six saves.

“I was very happy with the way our
team played. The strategy worked the
way we wanted it to. Oratory has
vastly improved from last year,” coach
Reinoso said.
Oratory 0 0 1 2 3
Cranford 5 4 5 0 14

Raider Aysia Peterson singled and
scored once and Courtney Zyla ripped
an RBI single, while Jen Kickenwicz
and Kelly Lapham each singled.

“I thought we hit fairly well today.
The best thing is, I think we will be
better. This should be far from our
best game of the season,” coach
Hulnik said.

Ravetier finished 2-for-2 with two
RBI, but the Cougars also received

punch from senior co-captains Tay-
lor D’Antico and Kelly Hardman.
D’Antico had a pair of singles, stole
a base and scored a run, while
Hardman led off the first inning with
booming solo home run, before being
held to flying out her next two at bats.
Sophomore catcher Melissa Moreno
went 2-for-3 and scored twice, sopho-
more Stephanie Bagniewski singled
and Siragusa added an RBI.

“We are so young that they have to
lead by example. Starting off the game
with a home run surely typifies what
I just said,” coach Bruno said.

“It happens sometimes, but we were
able to contain her pretty well the rest
of the game,” coach Hulnik said of
Hardman. “That’s what it is! You get
burned in the beginning then you
make the adjustment.”

Defensively, D’Antico made sev-
eral solid plays at third base, and
Hardman made a key running grab of
a sharp line drive off the bat of
Peterson in the fifth inning to prevent
a score.

“Senior leadership! Both of them
made big plays to keep us in the
game, and we expect that. Taylor is
the best third baseman in the county,
and if Kelly wasn’t a pitcher ‘slash’
centerfielder, she’s an accomplished
outfielder as well. There’s no doubt,
when a ball comes their way, it will be
caught,” coach Bruno said.

In the top of the first inning, Monroy
and Peterson each singled then Zyla
and Sebolao followed with RBI
singles. Hardman drilled her leadoff
homer over the leftfield fence.
D’Antico singled and stole second
then Ravetier ripped an RBI single to
second, tying the score.

Moreno and D’Antico singled in
the third then Ravetier advanced the
runners with a sacrifice bunt.
Siragusa’s RBI groundout to third
gave the Cougars a 3-2 lead. Moreno
singled in the fifth and Ravetier
brought her home with her RBI double
to center. In the sixth, Sebolao slashed
a double past first base, stole second
and scored on an errant throw to third.
Sc. Pl-Fanwood 200 001 0 3
Cranford 201 010 x 4

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SUCCESSFUL THEFT OF SECOND…Cranford Cougar Taylor D’Antico steals second in the first inning as Raider
shortstop Taylor Sebolao covers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Rebecca Shimonov a sophomore on the
track and field team had a great weekend at the Summit Relays. She jumped 31’
5” in the triple jump relay, placed second in the shuttle hurdle relay and was a
member of the winning 4x400 relay team.

Kent Place Girls Top
Cranford Laxers, 18-4
Highly ranked Kent Place showed

little mercy by defeating the Cranford
Cougar girls lacrosse team, 18-4, in
Summit on April 1. Elizabeth Gully
netted four goals and four assists for
1-0 Kent Place.

Baseball Cougars Tap
GL Highlanders, 5-3
Senior Pat Gilstrap tossed a four-

hitter and struck out five, while walk-
ing two, as the Cranford High School
baseball team defeated Governor
Livingston, 5-3, in Berkeley Heights
on April 1. Nick Pace tapped a single,
stole a pair of bases and scored on a
passed ball to give the 1-0 Cougars
the go-ahead run in the fifth inning.

Eric Walano went 3-for-3 for the
Cougars. Kevin Stumpf blasted a solo
home run for the Highlanders and
John Jennings added an RBI.

Softball Cougars Nip
Pope John, 3-2

Sophomore catcher Melissa
Moreno slashed a two-run single in
the third inning to give the Cranford
High School softball team a 3-1 cush-
ion en route to a 3-2 victory in the
championship game of the Cougar
Classic in Cranford on April 3. Webb Gets All-Group

Third Team in Hoops
Cranford High School senior Jamie

Webb recently received All-Group 3,
Third Team honors in girls basketball
by The Star-Ledger. Westfield Blue
Devil Diana Venezia was named to
the All-Union County (UC) First Team
and Webb was named to the All-UC
Second Team.

Westfield Blue Devil Pat Sabatino
was named to the All-UC Second
Team in boys basketball, while
Cranford Cougar Will Green and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider
Charles Oliver received All-UC Third
Team honors.

Cougar Snacks:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EXERCISING CONTROL ON THE MOUND…Cougar freshman pitcher Julie
Siragusa fanned nine Raiders and walked none in the 4-3 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR SENIOR LEADERSHIP…Cranford Cougar  seniors Vincent Fitzgerald, left, Michael Sheehan, center, and
Steve DiGiovanni are looking to have an exciting and successful season in boys lacrosse.

Francis M. Smith, esq.
I’m the only attorney involved in your case.

Your personal injury gets my personal attention.

Friendly, honest representation

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

The Law Offices of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

Over 30 Years of
Experience Resolving Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries

Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Highlanders Pounce
On Softball Cougars
The Governor Livingston High

School girls softball team scored four
runs in the top of the fourth inning to
extend a 3-2 lead to a 7-2 victory over
the Cranford Cougars in Cranford on
April 1. Nicole Koszowski and Sam
Frungillo sparked the fourth inning
with a pair of RBI each. Nicole
Ravetier had two hits, an RBI and a
run scored for the Cougars.

Delbarton Nine Tops
Baseball Cougars, 8-4
The Delbarton Green Wave jumped

on freshman pitcher Ryan Williamson
with seven runs in the first four in-
nings and went on to claim an 8-4
victory over the Cranford Cougars in
Morris Township on April 3. Greg
Matlosz drilled a two-run double and
Keith Powell punched an RBI single
for the 1-1 Cougars.

Probitas Verus Honos
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House GOP Candidates Must be Bold
On Accountability and Transparency

By Lon Hosford
Republican for Congress

Wishing for statesmen who extol
public virtue is not going to change
Congress. Congress is filled with that
lot. We need candidates ready with
bold actions for Congressional account-
ability and transparency.

A February Rassmussen poll shows
only 21 percent of Americans believe
the government has the people’s con-
sent. Seventy-one percent think the
government is a special interest group
and 70 percent believe the government
and business work together against con-
sumers and investors.

This is a symptom of elected offi-
cials’ disregard for the Constitution.
The document is treated as an out-of-
date yellowed parchment unsuited for
modern times. The few short simple
pages of our Constitution are buried by
2,000- and 3,000-page unreadable con-
voluted bills passed in secrecy on week-
ends and holidays.

Elected officials take an oath to up-
hold the Constitution. This is not an
ancient oath formality that unbinds them
from accountability, transparency and
ethics of office.

What is in those seemingly antiquated
pages? Your protection from tyranny
we now witness. It holds simple rules
that give you the power against a Presi-
dent who opposes Americans with a
“bring it on” tyrannical demeanor. The
Constitution is power in your hands to
make Congress govern with your con-
sent. No matter whom you elect, bind-
ing their actions to the Constitution is
your only protection and duty.

I propose the following for 2010
Congressional candidates:

All bills in Congress include a pre-
amble citing the section of the Consti-
tution authorizing all parts of the pro-
posed law and require a public floor
debate and vote on the Constitutional
merits before debating and voting on
the merits of the bill. If the Constitu-
tional merits of a bill do not pass, the
bill is dead.

Read aloud all bills in Congress and
publish on an accessible website 72
hours before debate or vote.

Increase the 72-hour time limit by 15
minutes for each page of a bill over 72
pages.

When any amendment takes away
from the original text of the bill, reset

the time limits and the required debate
on its Constitutionality.

All bills require a one-page sum-
mary of every action and effect in-
tended.

All bills be debated and voted upon
during weekdays between 11 a.m. and
8 p.m.

Require a public affirmation on the
floor that all members of Congress
have read the bill before final vote.

Consolidate the budget of the United
States into three categories on one set of
books. First, the “Constitutionally Au-
thorized Budget,” including only items
specifically enumerated in the Consti-
tution. Second, the “Programs Funded
By Citizen Contributions,” including
Social Security, Medicare and Medic-
aid. All other items are classified as
“Delegate to State and Local Govern-
ments.”

Do not make 2010 a repetition of
selecting those with a story extolling
public virtue. We all have those stories.
Choose a candidate prepared to pro-
mote and protect the Constitution be-
yond an oath and a good life story.

More information is available on my
campaign at
lonhosfordforcongress.org.

Ruth Messinger to Speak
On Haiti Relief Efforts

WESTFIELD – Ruth Messinger,
president of American Jewish World
Service (AJWS), will speak at Temple
Emanu-El during Friday night ser-
vices on April 16 at 7:45 p.m. about
sustainable relief efforts in Haiti.

AJWS is a faith-based interna-
tional human rights organization
that works to alleviate poverty, hun-
ger and disease in developing coun-
tries. The work of AJWS’ grants
department is guided by the recog-
nition that community development
and lasting peace in Haiti will never
be achieved without strong efforts
to build a civil society.

Following the earthquake on
January 12, which took a devastat-
ing toll in loss of life and property
damage, AJWS began to provide
general emergency relief grants to
meet the immediate needs of com-
munities affected by the disaster.
In his speech at the national prayer
breakfast on February 4, President
Barack Obama commended AJWS
as an example of the “compassion
and decency of the American

people” following the earthquake
in Haiti.

Ms. Messinger has been president
of AJWS since 1998 and a national
leader in the movement to end the
genocide in Sudan. She also served
on the New York City Council and as
Manhattan Borough president.

Funds from the Union for Re-
form Judaism’s Haiti Relief Fund
have been allocated toward AJWS
programs in Haiti. For further in-
formation on AJWS, or to make a
contribution to AJWS’ Haiti relief
efforts, visit ajws.org/haiti.

Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield. For
more information, contact Carolyn
Shane, Temple Emanu-El executive
director, at (908) 232-6770, exten-
sion no. 114, or cshane@tewnj.org,
or visit tewnj.org.
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Serving the community since 1964
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Learn to Communicate
Effectively at Workshop

WESTFIELD – In this age of mass
communications, it is crucial to
know how to communicate ideas
effectively to others. Students who
enroll in the 2010 Westfield Sum-
mer Workshop (WSW) will be given
that opportunity through various
courses offered in the Communica-
tions Department.

Written and oral expression are
highlighted in Debate Team, a class
for students in grades 6 to 8, which
will help them build self-confidence
and public-speaking skills. Here,
they will demonstrate their persua-
sive techniques in this approach to
argumentation.

The Mock Trial course, in sepa-
rate sections for grades 4 to 6 and 6
to 8, will show participants how to
prepare court cases and become law-
yers, witnesses, judges and jurors.

Returning to the WSW will be
Gecko Kids Creative Computer Stu-
dio, which will again offer the Art
of Book Making on the Computer.
Age-appropriate classes, for those
in grades 2 to 3 and 3 to 4, will guide
students in using art software pro-
grams to create their own online
storybooks.

Young writers, in grades 2 and 3,
will discover the joys of writing, as
they become authors and illustra-
tors of their own poems and stories
in Pencil Pals.

Another course, for participants
in grades 2 and 3, will be Puppetry
Playhouse. In this class, students
will combine their various talents to
design puppets, write a script and
make their characters come to life
in their own puppet productions.

In Imagination Express, new to
the WSW schedule this year, chil-
dren, in grades 2 and 3, will read a
story or poem, write about it, act it
out and create a related project.

Courses involving television and
animation skills have been designed

for middle elementary and junior
high school students. TV Produc-
tion, in separate courses for grades 4
to 6 and 5 to 8, will show students
how to use camera moves and spe-
cial effects in their own productions.
They will write and record their own
commercials and newscasts.

Those in grades 5 to 8 will use
clay figures and ordinary objects to
learn basic animation with flipbooks
and thaumatropes in the Video Ani-
mation course.

The Communications Department
joins other departments in the WSW
to offer courses in arts, crafts, dance,
drama, kaleidoscope, music, the-
ater and musical theater for pre-
schoolers to those in grade 8.

The Summer Stage Theater, for
actors in grades 6 to 12, will present
the musical Barnum, which traces
the journey of P. T. Barnum from
sideshow huckster to his collabora-
tion with James Bailey to form “The
Greatest Show on Earth.” No audi-
tion is needed to be part of the cast.

The 2010 WSW will begin on
Tuesday, June 29, and continue un-
til Friday, July 30, at Roosevelt In-
termediate School, located on Clark
Street in Westfield.

The workshop day will run from
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., with op-
tional early morning drop-off at 7:30
a.m., and an Afternoon Adventures
program provided in conjunction
with the Westfield Area “Y.”

The WSW staff consists of
degreed and/or certified teachers
and professionals who guide the
students in their pursuit of the arts.
A registered nurse is on staff during
the regular morning hours.

For information on the Westfield
Summer Workshop, and a complete
16-page, full-color brochure, inter-
ested individuals may call (908) 518-
1551 or log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

WF’s Spero Inducted
Into Phi Theta Kappa
WESTFIELD – Jared Spero was in-

ducted into the Iota Xi Chapter of Phi
Theta Kappa at Union County College
in early March.

The society serves to recognize and
encourage the academic achievement
of two-year college students and pro-
vide opportunities for individual growth
and development through honors, lead-
ership and service programming.

Students must rank in the top 20
percent of the class to be invited to
membership in Phi Theta Kappa and
must maintain high academic standing
during their enrollment in the two-year
college.

Jared, from Westfield, majoring in
communications, is the son of Ken and
Corey Spero of Westfield.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

ROOSEVELT TAKES SECOND — Seventh-grade students from Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield react during the UnitedHealthcare Health
Bee  March 11 at the Westfield Area “Y.” The students finished in second place,
winning $500 for their school as part of UnitedHealthcare’s program to help
combat childhood obesity.

908-301-2015, Direct
#1 REALTOR, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

Scotch Plains . . . TO BE BUILT OR LOT! Your dream plans or
the builder’s plans. Cooper Rd. area. Approx 1.5 acre of premier
level, wooded property at end of cul-de-sac.  Has final approval
for site plan. Survey available. House can be up to 6500 sq.ft., 5/
6 Bedrooms, 3 car garage, exceptional floor plan, designer kitchen
& custom appointments.  Land is also available separately for
$699,000.  House and land: $1,800,000.

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Scotch Plains . . . Move right into this pristine 9 RM, 4 BR, 2 ½ BTH
Colonial on Cul de Sac. LR with 2 story ceiling with skylight, formal
DR with chair rail, mirrored wall and bay wndw. New KIT w/ granite
cntrs, maple cabs,  stainless steel appliance, adjacent spacious  FR
(19x13) with sliders to patio & fenced yard, Lrg MBR w/full bth &
wlk-in clst. HWDFLRS, New Rec Room. New wndws,  CAC, roof. 1
blk to NYC bus, close to all schools. Priced to sell!  $489,900.

Open House: April 11th, 1-4PM • 3 Malanga Court

FW Performance Series
Set to Kick Off Season
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Arts

Council and Mayor Colleen Mahr
announced the second season of the
Fanwood Performing Arts Series.

The new season will begin on April
10 at 7 p.m. at the Patricia M. Kuran
Cultural Center. The spring series
will also include performances on
May 8 and June 12.

Last season, six concerts were pre-
sented between April and November.
These concerts ranged in style from
classical, baroque and jazz to blue-
grass and folk. The concerts featured
both local musicians as well as per-
formers from outside the tri-state area.

The April performance will feature
Tom Bowes and Kathy Moser. Mr.
Bowes, a noted vocalist and
songwriter, was the lead singer of the
group Tower of Power. Ms. Moser is
a songwriter, performer, teacher and
social artist, working to bring change
to the world through music.

Refreshments will be sold on the
patio before the performance and dur-
ing the intermission.

The suggested donations for the
Fanwood Performing Arts Series are
$7 ($5 for seniors and students); park-
ing is free, and the refreshments are
inexpensive.

To learn more, visit
fanwoodperformanceseries.org.

BH’s Vautin Accepted
Into Honor Society

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Rachael
Vautin, daughter of Scott and Jeanne
Vautin of Berkeley Heights, was re-
cently accepted into Phi Eta Sigma, the
national freshman honor society at
Salisbury University.

Rachael is a freshman majoring in
international business. She is a dean’s
list student and a 2009 graduate of
Governor Livingston High School in
Berkeley Heights.
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Visa & Mastercard Accepted

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

CLASSIC
CONSTRUCTION

Expert
Craftsmanship

908 233 6161
WESTFIELD, NJ

Call Ian for a free estimate
www.classicconstructionservice.com

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

908-232-1937

  

Custom Remodeling 
& Home Repair 

QQuality Work   
 

 
 
 Reasonable Rates 

 
www.JoeGuarraci.com 

 

908-930-8059 
Licensed & Insured        NJ#13VH03794700

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

908-686-0930

HeHeating & Air Conditioning

Call about the New Jersey Clean
Energy Program 50% rebates on

HVAC replacements

Coronation Mechanical

Installation - Replacement - Service

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Goods & Services You NeedSingle Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $475

email PDF Ad file to:
sales@goleader.com

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Asphalt Driveways
Concrete Walks & Patios

Specializing in:
Interlocking Paving Stones,

Walkways, Patios &
Retaining Walls

40 Years Experience
Free Estimates    Fully Insured

908-561-6452

DOUGHERTY PAVING

* Over 25 Years Experience *

908-756-8345  (Office)
Driveway Sealcoating

Landscaping Design

Mason Work

Steps • Patios • Brick • Pavers

Basement Waterproofing
10% off any job.  Offer expires 4/30/10

Angelo’s Masonry, LLC

NJ Lic# 13VH02812700                    Fully Insured

 Lic# 13VH03942000 • Free Designs & Consultation

Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

** Best Rates In Town **

908-209-0104 • brogankelly@comcast.net

Kitchens & Baths – New & Restored

Custom Built-ins, Trim, Flooring

Finished Basements & Repairs

5 Year Written Guarantee On All Labor

This impeccably maintained, quaint Colonial in the charming Wychwood section boasts a newer Eat-
in Kitchen with granite counters and separate dining area, adjacent Family Room with vaulted 
ceiling, Formal Dining and Living Room with fireplace, hardwood floors, central air, 2 car attached 
garage and a deck overlooking serene setting of the professionally landscaped, private rear yard.
                                                                                       Offered for $729,000 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
#1 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ BUYER CONTROLLED SALES 2007 & 2008

#2 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ OVERALL PRODUCTION 2007 & 2008 
 NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007 & 2008

Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.  

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE EVENT SUNDAY 1~4PM

527 WYCHWOOD ROAD, WESTFIELD

Restaurant Week Saw Over
500 Diners Eat Out in WF

WESTFIELD – The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) re-
cently concluded its first winter Res-
taurant Week. The event was held
from February 21 to March 4, and
included two-course dinners for $20
and two-course lunches for $10. Over
20 restaurants in the downtown area
participated in the event, and Cool
Vines offered 10 percent off its wine
during the week.

Though the event was originally
scheduled to end February 27, the
event was extended an extra five
days due to inclement weather. A
blizzard did not deter guests from
attending the event, however, as
many local residents and far-away
visitors were able to sample
Westfield’s cuisine.

Participating restaurants included: 16
Prospect Wine Bar and Bistro,
Acquaviva delle fonti, The Brick Oven,
Boulevard Bistro, Cheeburger
Cheeburger, Clyne and Murphy,
Cosimo’s, Ferarro’s, Gabi’s Sushi and
Noodles, Isabella’s American Bistro,
Jeffrey’s of Westfield, Limani Seafood
Grill, Mojave Grill, The Office Beer
Bar and Grill, Robert Treat Deli, Rockn’
Joe Coffeehouse + Bistro, Shogun Wok,
Splash of Thai, Theresa’s, Tinga
Taqueria, and Windmill.

Almost 500 guests from all of the
participating restaurants completed
entry forms for a random drawing
sponsored by the DWC for a $20 gift
certificate and a bonus drawing for a
$10 parking card.

The drawings were recently held
and the following winners were an-
nounced: $20 restaurant gift certifi-
cates, Jane Ambrosia, John Corbin,
Marie Elaine Degnan, Johnny Gil,
Judy Johnston, Helen Leong, Scott
Loucks, Liz Morgan, Jennifer Novy,
Nicole Radumski, Don Seeley, Mary
Shea, Bailey Verdone, Donna Walsh
and Alec Wasserman; $10 parking
card contest, Hank Bartolf, David
Buckman, Jill Carnucci, Bret Coffey,
Sheri Goldszeft, Paul Hymanson,

Ken Kandigian, Peter Lagatta, Patty
McGuire, Danielle Mirzwa, Barbara
Mitchell, Ankita Patel, Debra
Schranck, Nicholas Smith and Eileen
Spitler.

According to Saul Drittel, DWC
promotions chairman, “The contest
component of Restaurant Week was
very interesting. While almost half of
the entrants were from Westfield, we
drew visitors from all over Union
County and almost 20 percent came
from areas outside of Union County
including shore towns.”

He added, “Winners of the contest
were particularly thrilled when they
learned they would be welcomed back
with a gift certificate to the partici-
pating restaurant and/or a refillable
parking card. We look forward to
building this momentum at the next
Restaurant Week planned for the week
of September 19.”

Elizabeth Arts Council
Members Exhibit Work

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders presents
an exhibit by the members of the Eliza-
beth Arts Council (EAC). The art ex-
hibit is available for viewing at the
Freeholders Gallery, located on the sixth
floor of the Union County Administra-
tion Building, Elizabethtown Plaza,
Elizabeth. The artwork will be on dis-
play through Thursday, April 15, Mon-
day to Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Taking part in the exhibit are: Jan
Bogdanski, Paula Borenstein, Derek J.
Dent, Ray Horner, Jr., Kenneth E. Joos,
Suree Marquita Minnatee, Dan Pagdon,
Gini Mason Pagdon, Majorie Picard,
Joseph Schott, and Theodosia A.G.
Tamborlane.

“We are pleased to have these paint-
ings, photographs and mixed media
artworks in the Freeholders Gallery,”
said Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski,
liaison to the Cultural and Heritage
Affairs Advisory Board. “The eleven
local artists in the show brighten our
halls with their innovative use of color-
ful images.”

Mr. Bogdanski was raised in Colonia.
His photography has been published in
the Best of Photography and exhibited
at the Skulski Gallery and the Diversity
Gallery, both in Clark.

Ms. Borenstein is a founding mem-
ber and past president of the Elizabeth
Arts Council. She is a graduate of
Rutgers University and her photographs
were taken during her extensive travels.

Mr. Dent is an artist proficient in

several mediums. His creativeness
stems from a multi-cultural background.
He credits his parents for exposing him
at an early age to music and art.

Mr. Horner, Jr. is adjunct professor of
art at Kean University and managing
partner of Caring Communications,
LLC. His many exhibits include the
New Jersey Watercolor Society Show.

Mr. Joos lives in Springfield. He sold
his first painting when he was 12 years
old. He worked as a designer for Man-
hattan Castings and Curtis Wright.

Ms. Minnatee was born and raised in
Elizabeth. She graduated from
Benedictine Academy and is a fine arts
student at Union County College in
Cranford.

Mr. Pagdon is the current president
of EAC. A resident of Elizabeth, he is a
photographer and musician. In recent
years, he assisted in 19 art and music
productions in the area.

Ms. Mason Pagdon is a founding
member of the EAC. Born in Newark,
she is a painter, weaver, clothing de-
signer, macramé, polymer clay, and
gem jewelry maker.

Ms. Picard developed an affinity for
the arts while growing up in Brooklyn.
A retired nurse, she lives in Chatham,
attends painting classes and plays viola
with the Summit Symphony.

Mr. Schott was born in Newark and
lives in Fanwood. A self-taught artist in
oils, he specializes in realistic still life
studies of old worn and weathered ob-
jects.

Ms. Tamborlane studied art at Union
County College, where she won first
prize in 2008 from the college Arts
Society and from the Watchung Arts
Center Juried Competition.

For further information about the
EAC, contact Mr. Pagdon at (908) 355-
0322 or e-mail him at
temegin@optonline.net.

To learn about exhibiting at the Free-
holders Gallery, contact the curator,
Teya David, at the Union County Of-
fice of Cultural and Heritage Affairs
telephone (908) 558-2550 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

PIPING DOWN…Sean Collins played the bagpipes for the children at St. Paul’s
Day School on St. Patrick’s Day and is pictured here with Mrs. Valerie Klimas’
3-year-old morning class.

Zachary Friss Makes Wash U. Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Zachary Justin Friss

of Westfield was named to the dean’s
list for the fall 2009 semester at Wash-
ington University in St. Louis, Mo. A
graduate of Westfield High School, he
is enrolled in the university’s Olin Busi-

ness School.
To make the dean’s list in the Olin

Business School, a student must earn a
semester grade point average of 3.6 or
higher and be enrolled in at least 12
hours of graded course work.

An Experienced Family Law Firm
Specializing In

Divorce · Alimony · Custody / Parenting Time

Child Support · Domestic Violence

Civil Union / Domestic Partnership Dissolution

Prenuptial Agreements · Adoptions

DYFS Litigation · Wills, Estates & Trusts

Residential Real Estate Closings

All major credit cards accepted
226 St. Paul Street, Westfield

Patricia A. Dulinski, Esq.

Lisa M. Black, Esq.

Jeanette E. Backmann, Esq.

DULINSKI
BLACK&

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 908-233-7400
www.dulinskiandblack.com
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Support the Westfield School Budget

Venes Urges Voters to Become
Informed of School Issues

No One’s Lawn Should be Destroyed
By Neighboring Construction

MS BOE Needs Streamlined Method
To Communicate With Community

Westfield BOE, Mr. Solomon;
‘Even For The Taxpayer?’

The [Westfield] Board of Ed. loudly
proclaimed that a bully inhabited the
governor’s office but blithely acted with-
out knowing what the bully was going to
do. They signed contracts, which would
have exceeded the budget even if the
bully had not acted. They now blame the
bully, whom they ignored, for the action
he took after they had committed the town
to excessive contracts.

Mr. Solomon typified the board’s atti-
tude when he stated, “This settlement
benefits our schools. This way it’s a good
thing for everyone.” When he was asked,
“Even for the taxpayer?” Mr. Solomon
replied, “There’s no one in Westfield
getting rich being teachers.”

Only one with an elitist paternalistic
attitude could declare that a hasty, bad
business decision should be ignored be-
cause the bad decision is nominated, “good

for the schools.” Mr. Solomon’s contin-
ued statement infers that, what he de-
clares is “good for the schools,” is auto-
matically “good for everyone.” He ig-
nored the question about the taxpayer
with an evasion.

There is something wrong about a per-
son, voted into office, who ignores the
voters in making his decision or who
declares that he knows better than the
voter what is good for the voter.

Stop blaming politicians, good or bad,
for actions, which could not have affected
your decisions to sign contracts, which
exceeded your budget when you signed
them. Stop making business decisions on
your personal view that you know better
than the voters who now have to pay for
your haste.

A. John Blake
Westfield

These are difficult economic times that
all school districts are facing with a 5-
percent reduction in the overall school
budget. In our Westfield budget, that trans-
lated to a loss of the majority of state aid
of about $4.2 million.

Our board of education and Superin-
tendent Margaret Dolan faced many diffi-
cult choices in order to meet the $4.2-
million reduction in expenses. On March
23, Superintendent Dolan presented a
budget where several extracurricular ac-
tivities were eliminated, including the
intermediate school fall plays.

As for me, one of my children had the
opportunity to participate in the Roosevelt
School plays. This activity provided my
child with the opportunity to build confi-
dence, be a part of a team, and explore a
new art form.

I, along with many other parents, was
dismayed that the fall dramas at both

Roosevelt and Edison Intermediate
Schools had been eliminated.

Many parents contacted both the
Westfield Board of Education and Super-
intendent Dolan. On March 30, many of
the extracurricular activities were rein-
stated with a student activity fee.

I applaud both the Westfield Board of
Education and Superintendent Dolan for
taking into account parent feedback and
for coming up with a solution that will
allow these programs to continue.

I will be supporting the 2010-2011
school budget, as I hope that many
Westfield citizens will. Passing of the
2010-2011 budget will ensure that our
tradition of excellence in public educa-
tion and extracurricular activities will
continue to be provided to our children.

Amy Flax
Westfield

Thank you for reporting on the
Mountainside BOE Candidates’ Night,
hosted by the PTA and moderated by the
League of Women Voters. This evening
was a wonderful opportunity for the com-
munity to come together and learn about
myself and the other individuals who
seek to represent the community on the
BOE.

Noting space constraints of a print
newspaper, I feel that the reporter may
have narrowed my point regarding better
communication. It is the goal of the BOE
and its members, as a group, to ensure that
the school system is well run. Part of a
well-run system is effective communica-
tion. While better communication to the
parents, especially in times of crises, is a
given, greater communication to the com-
munity – as a whole – is needed. One of
my goals in regards to the MS BOE, is to
facilitate a more streamlined method of
communication to parents and the entire
Mountainside community; whether that
be through one or a combination of an
updated, more user-friendly website, e-
mail blasts, phone blasts and/or written
communication.

I also hope to encourage community
participation at board meetings by advo-
cating for the availability of policy and

complete information prior to meetings
so that the community and the BOE can
engage in informed and accurate dia-
logue.

Together, the BOE and the residents of
Mountainside can collaborate, continu-
ing our tradition of excellent schools.
This can notably be seen by the current
administration’s and board’s actions at
the March 30 budget hearing. The admin-
istration and the board heard the
community’s calls for action at the men-
tion of increased class sizes and the loss
of 6.75 positions, as stated at the Budget
III presentation on March 22.

On March 30, Business Administrator
Rod McLaughlin communicated to the
community that the BOE would not have
to effectuate such increases in class sizes
and/or cuts, as previously anticipated due
to re-negotiations, among other consider-
ations. I commend the administration and
the board of education on taking this
action. I encourage the community to
vote on April 20 to pass the budget that
the administration and board worked tire-
lessly to complete, as best as possible,
under tight time and budget constraints.

Marilyn Atlas-Berney
Mountainside BOE Candidate

As the only incumbent in the race for
the Mountainside BOE, I urge voters to
apprise themselves of the facts regarding
changes in the newly created state man-
dates impacting on school budgets. In
2009-10 Mountainside received $780,455
in state aid to fund its school budget,
while in 2010-2011 it will receive $38,409.
This amounts to a loss of $742,046 or 95
percent in state aid.

Originally, cuts to staff were suggested
as a means of dealing with the decrease in
state funding. However, at a meeting on
March 20, the Mountainside BOE an-
nounced that the budget for 2010-2011
would show zero in salary increases. This
“freeze” would cover teachers, staff, and
administrators. Two important conse-
quences will be that class size will not be
increased, and teachers will not be termi-
nated as a result of these cuts. This action
was approved by the BOE’s labor counsel
and auditor.

State mandates such as these will also
weigh heavily upon decisions the BOE
will face in the near future as well. Mem-
bers will have to devise some creative, yet
responsible ideas for dealing with these
fiscal challenges. The goal in mind is to
maintain quality education with fiscal
responsibility.

I am currently completing my second
term on the Mountainside BOE. Previ-
ously I served served as the Mountainside
representative on the Union County Re-
gional High School Board of Education
from 1991 to its dissolution in 1997.
Therefore I have first-hand knowledge of
the transition of Mountainside students
from Jonathon Dayton Regional High

School to Governor Livingston High
School along with the contractual obliga-
tions. My continuation on the BOE will
provide both consistency and continuity.

I have also worked as a high school
guidance counselor for approximately 40
years, and I presently serve as president
of the Union County School Counselors
Association, a position which I have held
for over 20 years. I am employed as the
New Jersey regional representative for
Nazareth College, Rochester, N.Y. I be-
lieve my extensive background in educa-
tion along with my experience on two
boards of education make me an asset to
the Mountainside BOE.

I urge voters to familiarize themselves
with the issues, which are changing daily
and look forward to continuing another
term because I am familiar and passionate
about these issues. They are challenging,
but not insurmountable. I am proud to
have served on a BOE that has been able to
create the policies and provide the tools
which have, in turn, enabled the adminis-
tration, teachers, and staff to help students
achieve suburb state-mandated test scores
and bring the Department of Special Edu-
cation into full compliance, all of which
have led to Mountainside’s ranking as the
no. 1 town in Union County by New Jer-
sey Monthly Magazine. All this has been
accomplished with fiscal responsibility.

Approaching the voting machines on
April 20 armed with knowledge of the
candidates and current issues will help
insure that this progress continues.

Carmine Venes
Mountainside BOE Candidate

I am writing in response to the article,
“Cooper Resident Seeks Help In Runoff
From Subdivision.” I wanted to point out
how the matter of runoff from a poorly
managed construction site can be much
more harmful than simply muddying
someone’s yard. It strikes me that there
may be several problems stemming from
this one incident that indicate the envi-
ronment in this area is being unnecessar-
ily harmed by irresponsible construction
practices and Mr. DeLisi deserves more
help than to be pushed on to another
department.

All of that sediment runoff will un-
doubtedly find its way into a local water
way — either by running directly into one
of the nearby streams or lakes, or via the
storm drain system. Either way the sud-
den inundation of all of this sediment
build up alters that water health quite

drastically in a negative way. It harms
almost all living creatures in the water
and a lot of the plant life surrounding it.
The alteration of the terrain by removal of
trees and plants from the property pretty
much removes any last line of defense
from the sediment runoff being filtered or
held in place, this also means that that
piece of property is most likely looking at
eroding slightly faster because of the lack
of vegetation as well.

All I’m trying to point out is that maybe
Mr. DeLisi deserves a little more help,
since no one’s lawn should be destroyed
from a neighbors construction, but our
shared resource of healthy water shouldn’t
be damaged by poor construction man-
agement either.

Alex Kuhn
Scotch Plains

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 4/15/10, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Maintenance Drainage Cleaning & Video Contract, North - 2010, Various locations
in Counties of Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union, and
Warren -Including  and North of Route 57, North Region; 100% State; DP No: 09442

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C
17:27. The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and
Executive Order No. 117  within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order
No: 117 is effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders
must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid.  The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 3/25/10, 4/1/10 and 4/8/10, The Leader Fee: $198.90

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, April 6, 2010
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, COUNTY OF UNION,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY (I)
AMENDING SECTION 23-2.3
ENTITLED, “REGULATIONS
APPLICABLE TO ALL
ZONES”; (II) AMENDING SEC-
TION 23-3.16 ENTITLED, “SC-
1 SENIOR CITIZEN ZONE”;
AND (III) AMENDING SEC-
TION 23-4.2 ENTITLED, “PER-
MITTED AREA MODIFICA-
TIONS”; (IV) AMENDING SEC-
TION 23-3.4A ENTITLED
“SCHEDULE OF YARD, AREA
AND BUILDING REGULA-
TIONS”; AND (V) REZONING
A PORTION OF LOT 5.0102 IN
BLOCK 7201.

EXPLANATION: This Ordinance (i)
amends Section 23-2.23 entitled “Regula-
tions Applicable to All Zones; (ii) amends
Section 23.3.16 entitled, “SC-1 Senior Citi-
zen Zone; (iii) amends Section 23-4.2 en-
titled, “Permitted Area Modifications”; (iv)
amends Section 23-3.4A entitled “Sched-
ule of Yard, Area, and Building Regula-
tions”; and (v) rezones a portion of Lot
5.0102 in Block 7201.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, April  20,  2010 at 8:30 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 4/8/10, The Times Fee: $48.96

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on
APRIL 15, 2010, at 7:30 pm in the Munici-
pal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, the Zoning Board of Adjustment
will hold a Special Meeting in the first floor
Council Chambers for the continuation of
the public hearing for T. Mobile Northeast,
LLC/New York SMSA d/b/a Verizon Wire-
less for a Use Variance to install a 125 foot
Monopole at Hillside Cemetary, 1401-1545
Woodland Avenue, Block 16501, Lot 1.
The Applicant also proposes Preliminary
and Final Site Plan approval and a fence
variance.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 4/8/10, The Times Fee: $22.95

SP-F PTA Supports
School Budget

Like many surrounding school districts,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) is con-
fronting a very difficult budget reality
due to a $3.8-million deficit in revenues
caused by an 84-percent decrease in state
aid. Our district leaders have worked dili-
gently within a very tight time frame to
craft a budget that seeks to be both re-
sponsible to taxpayers and the students,
who they are tasked with educating. The
proposed budget contains reductions to
expenses including staff and administra-
tion, capital outlay and programs.

The SP-F PTA Council will be hosting
informational sessions at all district
schools so that the public may learn more
about the proposed budget. The dates of
these meetings and the proposed budget
can be found on the district website at
spfk12.org.

After carefully reviewing the proposed
budget and the process by which it was
created, the SP-F PTA Council finds it to
be one that best meets the goal of attain-
ing a quality education for our students
while being fiscally responsible.

Please show your support by voting on
April 20.

Jeanne Cleary
President, SP-F PTA Council

Health Care Bill Does
Apply to Congress

A reader suggested a “New Amend-
ment to the Constitution” requiring all
laws to be applied equally to lawmakers
(Letters to the Editor, April 10,). The letter
implied that Congress is exempt from the
new healthcare reform act. This sounds
like a familiar e-mail called “The 28th
Amendment,” around in one form or an-
other for a decade, according to the myth-
busters at Snopes.com. The new healthcare
bill was actually clarified in the final fixes:
“Notwithstanding any other provision of
law... the only health plans that the federal
government may make available to mem-
bers of Congress and congressional staff...
shall be health plans that are created under
this Act... or offered through an Exchange
established under this Act.”

According to ABC and other main-
stream media, about half of federal em-
ployees are currently enrolled in one of the
FEHB plans (Federal Employee Health
Benefits). You can actually go to the law-
makers’ own employee benefits website
and read how the new law is expected to
affect their benefits
(myfederalretirement.com/public/
637.cfm). So far, FEHB has noted 1, law-
makers’ children may stay on the plan until
age 26, and 2, many of the FEHB plans are
“elite” and will incur a 40 percent tax.

Virginia Bucci
Westfield

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at their meeting on April
5, 2010, adopted the following resolution
for the application approved at the Janu-
ary 7, 2010 meeting.

PB 09-17 Echo Lake Country Club,
515 Springfield Avenue, Block 1501,
Lot 2 and Block 1601, Lot2. Applicant
sought approval of a preliminary major site
plan application to allow construction of a
sanitary sewer pump station that would
replace the existing septic system in the
maintenance area, to allow construction a
vehicle washing area as required by NJ
DEP and to allow construction of two ac-
cessory structures that would replace ex-
isting accessory structures. Application
approved with conditions.

Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 4/8/10, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on April 28, 2010
at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 43 Midway Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 2 Lot 3,
as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by John and Eponina Moscato.

The applicant requests Fence installa-
tion which is in violation of:

Section 184-108C of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: 6 foot
fence on corner lot; Permitted: 4 foot;
Present: none; Proposed: 6 foot.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
John and Eponina Moscato

43 Midway Avenue
Fanwood , New Jersey 07023

1 T - 4/8/10, The Times Fee: $33.15

Message Is ‘We Don’t Care About
Quality of Education, Teachers’

Last year I wrote to Senator [Nicholas]
Scutari, Congressman [Leonard] Lance,
Assemblyman [Jerry] Green and Assem-
blywoman [Linda] Stender and received
a reply only from Mr. Green. Snail mail is
no better. When I did not receive any
acknowledgement from my e-mails, I sent
letters. Again, nothing. Recently I have
written to Governor Christie, Sen. Scutari,
Assemblyman Green and Assembly-
woman Stender using e-mail. To date, I
have not even received an
acknowledgement. I must ask, what does
it take to be heard? I receive lots of mail
from these people when they need my
vote. Instead of spending money creating
colorful mailings, they should respond to
their constituents, create goodwill and
maybe win votes by communicating.

This is the second message in two
weeks that was sent to Governor Christie
via e-mail:

Wow, first of all no one ever ever ever
gets back to me. Not from the governor’s
office, not from the senator’s office, not
from the assemblyman’s office. Well I
am screaming mad. How dare you cut
state aid to school districts and expect
budgets to be crafted in less than two
weeks time. And now I read that some
districts are cutting staff by 35 positions.
Where are these people supposed to go
for a job? The neighboring towns are all
doing the same. I suppose Pennsylvania,
New York, Connecticut, Delaware, Mary-
land, Vermont, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire and Maine will benefit by
attracting the teachers we let go. The
message being sent is we don’t care about
the quality of education in this state and
we don’t care about quality teachers.

Rona Goldberg
Scotch Plains

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

CLEANING SERVICE

Loyal, Honest, Hard Working
woman willing to clean houses,

offices and apartments.
25 yrs cleaning exp. trans. & refs.

Have any questions?
Call her hotline (908) 380-1721

DUPLEX FOR RENT

2 Bedroom, 1 bath Duplex
available July 1, 2010 located one
block from Downtown Westfield.
Living room with fireplace, dining
room, kitchen located on first floor.
Bedrooms and bath on second
floor. Attic and basement with
washer and dryer. One car garage
parking. $1950.00/mo.

Please call (908) 232-5775
FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing. Very hard working & detail
oriented. Take pleasure in what I
like to do. 5 years exp, good prices.

(862) 307-3481

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

PROFESSIONAL OFFICES

Westfield
400 sq. ft., $750

500 sq. ft., 3 days $600
Contact Dr. Parsons

(908) 233-2626

APARTMENT FOR RENT

WEEHAWKEN- 3 Bedroom in
2 Family, off-st parking, laundry,
minutes to NYC, No pets. $1750

(201) 864-7024
 WeehawkenApt@goleader.com

VACATION RENTAL - MD

Island Living on Eastern Shore of
MD. Waterview, Cape Home.
Wknd, Wkly, Start at $100. per
night. Sleeps 6-8. Kayak, Crab,
Fish, Bike. Call (443) 521-3657.

APT FOR RENT

Wychwood Gardens - Feel secure
w/no rent increase for min of 3 yrs
- 2 bdrm, eat-in-kit, lr and dining
area, hardwood flrs, all new kit
appliances, HHW included, 1 car
oversized gar w/storage.
$1,650 p/mo. Call (908) 419-4940.

LOST RING - REWARD

40th Anniversary Ring, Lost In or
Around Trader Joe’s in Westfield,
NJ. Please call Suzanne Brown

(908) 766-1656

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Large active Union County Reform
Synagogue seeks FT
Administrative Assistant to start
immediately. Need extremely
detail-oriented self-starter with big
picture vision, superb people,
organizational, telephone and
computer skills, all Microsoft Office
programs. Must be flexible, multi-
tasking, highly organized team
player with office experience.
Knowledge of Jewish holidays and
customs a must. Send resume
and salary history to:

 cshane@tewnj.org
or mail to:

Temple Emanu-El
c/o Carolyn Shane
756 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090

or fax:
(908) 233-3959

Attention: Carolyn Shane
No Phone Calls!

PART TIME DRIVER NEEDED

$10/hr. Need afterschool driver/
caregiver 2-3 days a week in Wfd
3-6:30pm. Must have own car.

Contact by email at
resumes123464@aol.com

PROM DRESS FOR SALE

Royal blue full skirt prom dress
sprinkled with stardust,

open back with laces, size 5-6
Call (732) 371-5812

LIVING ROOM SET

Sofa, Love Seat &
High-Backed Chair

$250.00
Call (908) 665-2527

SUMMER CHILDCARE WANTED

Experienced & responsible col-
lege student/other with car needed
for M - F summer babysitting job
in Westfield. References req’d.

Call (908) 654-1911

FREE 35 CU FT. FREEZER

FREE 35 CU FT.
Upright Freezer

Working condition
Call (908) 474-2480

1988 VW JETTA

Manual trans, good station car
$600 OBO

Call (908) 967-8348

MOUNTAINSIDE APT

One B/R, one bath apartment
walk to NY bus

Parking for two vehicles
(908) 654-1999

MEDICAL BILL/COLL-F/T

Immed opening for busy medical
off in Springfield, NJ. Organized,
detail-oriented indiv w/Medi-Soft,
Internal Med &/or Ortho billing &
Pymt post exp pref’d. Bi-lingual
Spanish or Portuguese req’d.
Comp salary & benefits.
Fax resume to (973) 921-1790

ELDER CAREGIVER

My mom’s caregiver seeks new
FT, live out position. Urszula is
very exp. & trustworthy. Please
call Mrs. Greene for reference &
addl. info. (908) 787-3696

MEDICAL MASSAGE
Westfield - After you have tried
everything for your lower back
pain (especially Sciatica Pain)
but still have pain, come see me.
Please call Jason Wang for an
appointment at 37 Elm St.

(908) 233-7790 or
cell (908) 487-8375

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, April 6, 2010
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:

AN ORDINACE AMENDING
CHAPTER II OF THE TOWN-
SHIP CODE ENTITLED, “AD-
MINISTRATION” BY (I)  RE-
PLACING SUBSECTION 2-6.7
ENTITLED, “ OTHER LAWS
AND ORDINANCES” WITH A
NEW SUBSECTION 2-6.7 EN-
TITLED, “ISSUANCE OF
RAFFLE AND BINGO TICK-
ETS” AND (II) RENUMBER-
ING CURRENT SUBSECTION
2-6.7 ENTITLED, “OTHER
LAWS AND ORDINANCES”
AS SUBSECTION 2-6.8

EXPLANATION: This Ordinance amend
Chapter II of the Township Code entitled,
“Administration” by (i) replacing subsec-
tion 2-6.7 entitled, “Other Laws and Ordi-
nances” with an new subsection 2-6.7
entitled, “Issuance of Raffle and Bingo
Tickets” and (ii) renumbering current sub-
section  2-6.7 entitled, “Other Laws and
Ordinances” as subsection 2-6.8.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, April  20,  2010 at 8:30 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 4/8/10, The Times Fee: $44.37

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, April 6, 2010
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
ORDINANCE #8-2009 WHICH
SUPPLEMENTED AND
AMENDED CHAPTER XII EN-
TITLED “SEWER AND WA-
TER” OF THE REVISED GEN-
ERAL ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, 1978, AND ESTAB-
LISHED THE SEWERAGE
UTILITY OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS

Explanation: This Ordinance supple-
ments and amends Ordinance #8-2009
entitled “Sewer and Water” in various re-
spects.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, April 20, 2010 at 8:30 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 4/8/10, The Times Fee: $38.76

Human Remains Found
In Linden Trash Bags
LINDEN — The Union County

Homicide Task Force is investigating
the discovery of human remains that
were found on a residential street in
Linden earlier this morning, the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office announced
in a press release on Monday.

The medical examiner has deter-
mined that the body parts are that of
a man and a woman. Thebodies were
found inside of trash bags near the
intersection of Essex and Cranford
Avenues.

This is an active investigation and
more information will be released as
it becomes available.

Hiking Club Welcomes
Newcomers to Events
COUNTY – The Union County

Hiking Club invites area residents to
join the club.Membership dues are
$10 per year.  For a schedule that
includes a new member application,
call(908) 527-4900.
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEE BOLD…Kean University students get to explore characterization in a recent
production of The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, which was directed
by Holly Logue, a Westfield resident and acting director of the Theatre Depart-
ment at Kean.

Westfield Director Spells
Characterization: C-l-e-v-e-r-l-y

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION – Good acting digs for the
essence of a character on a page to
present him or her memorably on stage.

At Kean University’s recent musi-
cal The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee, the actors understood
this principle and ran with it. Improvi-
sational, as well as rehearsed talents,
were called upon to recreate the fun,
horror and quirky time of middle school
children engaged in the county spell-
ing bee.

Director Holly Logue, a Westfield
resident, used her imagination and vi-
sion in selecting this show with music
and lyrics by William Finn and a book
by Rachel Sheinkin that was origi-
nally conceived by Rebecca Feldman.

“The original script calls only for
nine characters,” Ms. Logue said in an
after-show interview along with the
cast members on Thursday, March 4.
“But because we have so many tal-
ented individuals in our theatre de-
partment,” said the Acting Dean of
Kean’s Theatre Department, “we de-
cided to expand the cast to 24.”

Extra spellers, a nurse and family
members of the children in the bee
were added. The show’s interactive
aspect selects members to be on stage
as part of the spelling competition. At
the Thursday morning performance,
university president Dawood Farahi
had his moment in the spotlight, spell-
ing a few words and receiving great
applause from the college’s students.

Christine Danelson as Rona Peretti,
the lead character in the primarily en-
semble piece, effectively parodied Sa-
rah Palin, dressing in a conservative
blue suit, wearing glasses, speaking in
the distinct Palin Alaskan twang and
wearing her hair in an upsweep.

When one speller was given the
word “Mexico,” she piped up — “I can
see Mexico from my house!”

Rona’s adult seatmate at the Bee’s
judges’ table, Anthony Mowatt as Vice
Principal Douglas Panch, spoke of the
importance of improv. “We were en-
couraged to say or do things that would
foster audience participation,” he said.

Mr. Mowatt donned a partial skull-
cap to simulate baldness and, with

stooped shoulders, had his character
walk stiffly. Actors in the musical were
encouraged to flesh out their charac-
ters with physical, emotional and ver-
bal idiosyncrasies to find their young
character’s true voice.

“There’s a fine line with improv,”
Ms. Logue explained. “The skeleton
of the script of Bee is there; yet, the
actors are free — at certain points —
to make it their own.”

One of the biggest laughs came from
Jennifer Quint’s character, Logainne
Schwartzengrubeniere, who does a rant
about Tiger Woods. Ms. Quint said
that she had tried a few different inter-
jections about other pop-culture fig-
ures, but the Woods one got the best
laughs, so she stuck with it.

Choreographer Michele Mossay-
Cuevas, herself an alumna of Kean,
explained that the movement and cho-
reography in the show were based on
what each actor could do.

“This was a unique opportunity,”
she said, “for the actors to incorporate
their specialty into their character’s
physical being. Who knew, for in-
stance, that Megan Bussiere (who
played Marcy Park) could still sing
while doing a full backbend?”

Costuming always plays a huge role
in creating a character. Jason Gillis,
sporting a tie-dyed shirt and shrug in
his role as Leaf Coneybear, displayed
outwardly the free character within.
His constant abandonment of move-
ment, he said, was an outgrowth of
who he thought Leaf was.

Kevin Gilbert, who played Will-
iam Barfee (pronounced bar-fay, his
character insists repeatedly), said he
had input with the costumer, Karen
Lee Hart, concerning what he wore.
“I told her that ‘my mother dresses
me,’” he said.

The Barfee character spells out the
letters of the word with his right foot as
he articulates them, so the costumers
came up with a special Nike sneaker —
all gold, silver and bronze color — that
would signify his magical powers.

Not only was there magic in that
character’s foot, but in all of the char-
acters in Kean’s most recent produc-
tion that showcased inventive, cre-
ative actors and directors.

Registrations Open For
SP-F Creative Workshop

SCOTCH PLAINS – Registrations
are now open for the 28th season of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Creative Sum-
mer Workshops, which are scheduled
to run this year from Monday, June 28,
through Friday, July 30.

The workshops, sponsored by the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation for children entering kindergar-
ten through grade 12, will feature 50
enrichment programs, including an In-
strumental Music School.

The Instrumental Music School will
offer group lessons and participation in
a band session daily for students in
grades 4 to 8. An evening performance
is scheduled for Thursday, July 29, at
Park Middle School and will be open to
the public.

For students in grades 1 through 8,
courses such as, acrobatics, Apple pro-
grams, arts and crafts, ceramics, cro-
cheting, drawing and sketching, fash-
ion design, forensics, guitar, magic,
math, microwave cooking, piano, pup-
petry, vocabulary, writing and yoga are

just a sampling of the courses being
offered.

In addition, reinforcement classes
for grades 1 to 4 will be available, and
a “Kindergarten Express” program is
open to children who will start school
in September.

“Drivers Theory and Training” is
being offered for high school students
who have the option of taking one or
both of the classroom and “behind the
wheel” sections. This course will run
from July 12 to 23, 9 a.m. to noon.

All registrations for the 2010 Cre-
ative Summer Workshops, which are
by mail only, are on a first-come, first-
served basis and are ongoing until
classes are filled.

To receive a booklet of this year’s
workshop offerings, call the Creative
Summer Workshops office at (908) 232-
6161, extension no. 43, Monday
through Friday, or check the district
website at spfk12.org.

Program booklets are also available
at area schools and libraries.

Paper Mill Playhouse
Announces Next Season

MILLBURN – Paper Mill Play-
house announced the 2010-2011 sea-
son is the first time in 15 years the
theater will produce an entire season
of musicals.

Hairspray opens the season aero-
sol style in September with its high-
energy, show-stopping dance num-
bers and a powerful message of love
and acceptance. In November, the
epic tale of the French Revolution is
brought to life in Les Misérables.

Brightening the winter season in
January, Paper Mill Playhouse show-
cases adolescent overachievers in the
hit musical, The 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee. Paper Mill Play-
house brings in the spring with the
legendary comedy A Funny Thing
Happened on the Way to the Forum.
The 2010-2011 season closes with
the musical-comedy, murder-mystery,
Curtains.

“This collection of some of the
most beloved titles in the American
musical theater truly supports Paper
Mill Playhouse’s longstanding legacy
of producing the highest caliber the-
ater for the widest audience possible,”
said Mark Hoebee, artistic director of
the Millburn Theater.

“We are thrilled that we are able to

offer a season of stylistically diverse
musicals inspired by our commitment
to entertainment for all ages,” said
Mark Jones, Paper Mill Playhouse’s
executive director. “Our many part-
nerships with both nonprofit and com-
mercial producers, as well as our cor-
porate sponsors, foundations, New
Jersey State Council on the Arts, and
individual donors allow us to pro-
duce superior quality theater here in
Millburn.”

Paper Mill Playhouse will produce
eight performances a week, Wednes-
day through Sunday. Three-, four-
and five-show subscription packages
are available starting at $82.50. Each
subscription package includes a dif-
ferent level of special benefits such as
a pass to the Center Stage Society
Lounge, discounts for subscribers’
children and a backstage tech tour.

Single tickets range in price from
$25 to $92. Student rush tickets are
$25 and are available the day of the
performance in person with current
student ID.

Tickets may be purchased by call-
ing (973) 376-4343, or at the Paper
Mill Playhouse Box Office, located
at 22 Brookside Drive in Millburn, or
online at papermill.org.

A STAR OF TOMORROW, TODAY…Pictured, above, is Matt Kimura, winner
of the 2009 Under 18 Tri-state concerto competition. This year’s final will take
place at the Westfield Symphony Orchestra STARS OF TOMORROW youth
concert on Sunday, April 11, at 4 p.m. at the Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
The audience will be invited to vote to help select the winner.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

There is a little Greenberg in all of
us…an anti-everyman yearning to find
comfort within his own skin while most
anxiously declaring his individuality.
Splendidly realized by Ben Stiller, di-
rector Noah Baumbach’s soul-search-
ing protagonist lives a life of mundanities
he perceives as mini-heroisms, his angst-
filled choices, landmark verdicts.

In Greenberg, wherein Mr. Stiller
generously gifts his first fully dramatic
character study with stunning, prismatic
dimension, there is a resultant, attend-
ing uneasiness to be had along with the
divine comedy of it all. For there is truth
here, both outrageous and pedestrian,
explicating an authenticity unseen in
all those so-called reality shows.

In exacting his pilgrimage from New
York to L.A. for the purpose of house-
sitting his vacationing brother’s manse,
Stiller’s Roger Greenberg channels other
standout dramatic portrayals by actors
generally seen as comedians: Lucille
Ball in The Big Street (1942); Jackie
Gleason in The Hustler (1961); Jerry
Lewis in The King of Comedy (1982).

At stake, as is also coincidentally the
case in those films, is one’s worth. Keep-
ing score by society’s generally acknowl-
edged standards, Roger arrives with a
strike against him. In hushed, expository
tones, we learn he was in a sanitarium,
but that he’s doing better. A carpenter, he
has promised to build a doghouse for
Mahler, the family German shepherd.

Now, remember that friend of yours
with the absolutely crazy parents? It
drove you nuts trying to figure out how
those two screwballs ever got together
and agreed on something as conven-
tional as love. Well, your answer by
example may be contained in
Greenberg. Enters stage right, Greta
Gerwig as Florence Marr, brother
Phillip’s competent assistant.

Appointed tour guide and host, she
has been briefed on what to expect. But
aha, several years his junior, she is about
as vulnerable as her charge. Each takes
a fancy to the other, though Roger is
quick to qualify his options every chance
he gets. Let the mind games begin, per-
petrated for the most part by the cynical
visitor. Personalities begin to unravel.

That’s all there is to the plot: life
occurring while we’re expecting some-
thing else to happen. Played to the back-
drop of day-to-day activities, including
the usual comment on the L.A. mindset,
a romantic twist follows callous turn ad
nauseam, replete with a running thesis
on why amour can and cannot thrive
among the damaged and dysfunctional.

Which, by this movie’s definition,
encompasses everyone. Byproducts
of the comic and tortuous relation-

Greenberg:
What’s in a Name?

ship include an entertaining etude on
behavior in general, as well as some
whimsical meditations on neurosis
and its various cousins. Spooning
combatants, Flo and Roger obliquely
wrestle to find some concord in both
their rational and irrational lives.

Thanks to a fine script Mr. Baumbach
adapted from a story he wrote with
Jennifer Jason Leigh, navigating the cata-
combs of these processes evokes a series
of subtle ideas, with little of the hyper-
bole common to pop psychology. Rather,
we are wafted along on the well-edited
series of gradual decisions and indeci-
sions that comprise human survival.

And despite Roger’s often irritating
manner, we root for the troubled under-
dog, hoping that his ego will in time
find a happy place to reside. We also
can’t help laughing at him. His delu-
sions of grandeur are his very own
brand. Forever critical, he perennially
pens letters to editors and biting mis-
sives to CEOs of nearly every company
and organization.

Slowly but surely, as Greenberg at-
tends to his overseer duties, which in-
cludes a health crisis when Mahler
takes ill, we are made privy to some
history. In an L.A. rock band some 15
years ago, Greenberg unexplainably
quashed the group’s chances of a record
contract. His old pals can’t quite forget
it. He’s still trying to reconcile the
curious deed.

Ivan, his best friend, interpreted
with a notable passivity by Rhys Ifans
(The Boat that Rocked), welcomes
Greenberg’s return to the scene of the
crime and just about forgives him.
Now a computer technician and a
father, he advocates looking to the
future. But while Greenberg wishes
“everyone would just get over it,” his
actions are hypocritical.

In-between romantic collisions with
Florence, he defies author Thomas
Wolfe’s admonitions by visiting old
haunts and conventions, and even has a
telling lunch with a now married girl-
friend of yore. The scene says volumes
about how two individuals once involved
in a significant experience inevitably
scrutinize it from disparate viewpoints.

All this can be aggravating in much
the same way we were flustered as
children when our favorite cartoon char-
acter didn’t see the villain creeping up
behind him. We want to shout out a
warning: ‘Life is to be lived, not con-
templated to death.’ But Greenberg must
make his own discoveries, and in the
long run we’re better off for the journey.

* * *
Greenberg, rated R, is a Focus Fea-

tures release directed by Noah Baumbach
and stars Ben Stiller, Greta Gerwig and
Rhys Ifans. Running time: 107 minutes

Musical Club to Present
Chopin, Verdi, Williams

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield will present the music
of Chopin, Verdi, Fauré, Vaughan
Williams and others, on Wednesday,
April 14, at 1 p.m., in the First Bap-
tist Church, located at 170 Elm Street
in Westfield.

Glen Crane, bass baritone, will
perform selections from “Songs of
Travel” by Ralph Williams, based
on texts by Robert Louis Stevenson.
Williams is considered a quintes-
sential British composer because of
his extensive use of English folk
songs in his works. Mary Beth
McFall will be Mr. Crane’s accom-
panist.

In celebration of romantic com-
poser Chopin’s 200th birthday, pia-
nist Carolle-Ann Mochernuk will
perform his “Barcarolle.” Most of
Chopin’s compositions were written
for solo piano, and they are charac-
terized by being technically demand-
ing, yet at the same time requiring
great expression and nuance in their

performance.
Flutist Jenny Cline and pianist Ms.

McFall will present a suite of folk
songs arranged by Roy Harris. The
selections will include “Skip to My
Lou,” “Shenandoah,” “The Water is
Wide” and “The Arkansas Traveler.”

Mezzo-soprano Barbara Krause
will perform works by Verdi and
Fauré, accompanied by pianist Elma
Adams. “Pié Jésu,” from Fauré’s “Re-
quiem,” will be dedicated to victims
of the Haiti earthquake.

In addition, Ms. Krause will sing
arias from two of Verdi’s operas –
“Ave Maria” from “Otello” and
“Pace, pace, mio Dio”, from “La
Forza del destino.”

The program is free and open to
the public. A reception featuring light
refreshments will follow the perfor-
mance. All are welcome to stay and
meet the performers.

For membership information, call
(908) 232-2173 or visit
westfieldnj.com/mcw.

Destino Joins Westfield’s
Continuo at Carnegie Hall

WESTFIELD – Continuo Arts Sym-
phonic Chorus and Orchestra of
Westfield is only three years old, and it
has already had performances in Rome
at the Vatican and at Carnegie Hall this
past Christmas.

Now, Destino, the Canadian tenors
who sang at the Beijing Olympics, will
appear with Continuo Arts at Carnegie
Hall on April 14. They have received
critical acclaim for their crossover style,
combining opera, pop and R & B into
what has been described as “popera” or
“pop with an opera flair.”

Destino will headline the Lee Kjelson
Memorial “Sounds of Music” Series at
Carnegie Hall with the Continuo Arts

Treble Chorus and Orchestra on
Wednesday, April 14, conducted by
Candace Wicke and Gary Fry, com-
poser of “Hope.”

Tovah Feldshuh will be the narrator.
She has earned four Tony nominations
for Best Actress and won four Drama
Desk Awards, including one for Golda’s
Balcony, the longest-running one-
woman show on Broadway.

Tickets are priced between $15 and
$95. Carnegie Hall is located at 881 7th
Avenue in New York City. Visit
continuoarts.com for complete infor-
mation and tickets, or contact Candace
Wicke at candace@continuoarts.org or
(908) 254-5324.

Gatz Proffers Wise Words
And Witty Expressions

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield will host a meet
and greet for Renee Gatz, author of
“Wise Words and Witty Expressions,”
on Saturday, April 10, from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m.

“Wise Words and Witty Expres-
sions” is a collection of expressions –
profound, funny and even sarcastic –
said to the author by her parents to
help her navigate her way through
life’s ups and downs.

As a child, Ms. Gatz would roll her
eyes when she heard these expres-
sions, and as an adult, she was horri-
fied when she found herself saying
them herself.

As she grew up though, she began
to appreciate the value of these ex-
pressions and their ability to help
her understand, laugh and even sur-

vive.
Ms. Gatz is the oldest of three girls

raised in a traditional Irish-Catholic
household in New Jersey, where ex-
pressions were regularly said to the
children to keep life in perspective,
remind them of what was important
and laugh at foolishness so as not to
take life too seriously.

Ms. Gatz was motivated to share
these expressions based on the posi-
tive response she would receive when
she would mention one in conversa-
tion, the surprise that an expression
she had heard her entire life was new
to someone and her natural desire to
communicate those great thoughts
with others.

To learn more, call The Town Book
Store, located at 270 East Broad
Street, at (908) 233-3535.

Michele Pawk

UCPAC Invites Prospective
Volunteers to Join, April 14
RAHWAY – The Union County Per-

forming Arts Center (UCPAC) has in-
vited the public to join its corps of
theatre volunteers and give back to the
arts community.

The UCPAC is holding volunteer
training on Wednesday, April 14, at 7
p.m. for all of those interested in be-
coming a volunteer at the UCPAC.

UCPAC welcomes all motivated in-
dividuals who are willing to volunteer
their time, creativity and experience to
further the mission of the UCPAC.

Theatre volunteers are needed for

evenings of events throughout the sea-
son to work as concessionaires, ticket
takers, ushers, parking assistants, the-
atre greeters and coat-check assistants.
UCPAC can also use support in admin-
istrative work such as photocopying,
assembling programs, stuffing mail-
ings, as well as street teams to hang
posters and distribute flyers and cou-
pons to local businesses and restaurants
in their own and other local towns.

For more information, call the
UCPAC office at (732) 499-0441 or
visit the volunteer link at ucpac.org.

SPFHS Grad Marino Brings
Comedy to Maplewood

MAPLEWOOD – At the Women’s
Club of Maplewood, located at 60
Woodland Road, What Exit? Theatre
Company will present Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School alumnus Mike
Marino, “New Jersey’s Bad Boy of
Comedy,” for one night only: tomor-
row, April 9, at 8 pm.

Mr. Marino, who still owns a home
in Scotch Plains, has performed in
every major comedy club from New
York to Los Angeles, including: The
MGM Grand, Catch a Rising Star,
The Comic Strip, Stand Up NY, The
Improv, Rascals and The Icehouse.

A regular sketch player on “The
Tonight Show,” he has worked with
some of the biggest names in the
business, and can be seen nightly as a
top headliner at both the world fa-
mous Laugh Factory and The Com-

edy Store in Hollywood.
Mr. Marino was born in Jersey City

and grew up in Scotch Plains. He is a
graduate of the American Academy
of Dramatic Arts. His TV credits in-
clude “Becker,” “Nikki,” “Frasier”
and “Party of Five.”

His stand-up material ranges from
observations of everyday life to his
Italian family roots – which recently
spun into a T.V. pilot called
“Marino’s,” shown at the Garden
State Film Festival this March and
winning the Homegrown Pilot
award.

In the fall of 2008, Mr. Marino was
inducted into the New Jersey Com-
edy Hall of Fame.

For tickets and information, go to
whatexittheatre.com or call (973) 763-
4029.

Tony Award-Winning Broadway Star
Returns to Teach Summer Workshop

MOUNTAINSIDE - The
Actor’s Camp at Mountainside,
New Jersey’s premier camp for
young aspiring actors, has just
announced the return of Tony
Award-winning actress Michele
Pawk to its teaching staff for this
summer’s musical
theater and acting
classes. Michele
won a Tony for her
performance in
Carol Burnett’s Hol-
lywood Arms and
has also starred in
such Broadway
classics as Cabaret,
Seussical, Chicago,
Hairspray, Crazy
for you, Triumph of
Love and Mamma
Mia, (currently starring Michele’s
husband, John Dossett) as well
as many guest appearances on
TV and film. Paul O’Connor, ar-
tistic director says; “Michele had
such a wonderful time with us
last year that she expressed a
desire to teach both our musical
theatre sessions. To have such an

incredibly talented and accom-
plished Broadway veteran return
our faculty continues to allow us
to elevate our level of instruction
giving our students exposure at
the professional level that can’t
be found anywhere in the area.”

The Actor’s Camp at
Mountainside will
conduct two, two week
workshops for young
actors in grades five
through twelve in mu-
sical theatre and/or
sketch comedy and
acting and improvisa-
tion classes for chil-
dren in grades two
through five. Session
one runs from July 5
through July 16. Ses-

sion two runs from July 19
through July 30. Class size is
limited to approximately 20 stu-
dents. For more information
about the camp call: 908-400-
2321 or on the web at
www.theactorscamp.net

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express
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Clockwise, starting from top left:
– Colleen Donovan performing infant
care at the field hospital.
– With Dr. Vincent, a medical staff/
volunteer colleague.
– Reviewing an X-ray of a patient’s
hip.
– Performing wound care on a patient.
– With the camp’s OB-GYN team.

1998 WHS Graduate Treats
Haitians in Earthquake Aftermath

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Colleen Donovan,
a 1998 Westfield High School (WHS)
graduate, has a passion for disaster
medicine.

The emergency medicine resident

physician at the University of Pennsyl-
vania Hospital in Philadelphia spent two
weeks, from late February through early
March, working at the Fond Parisien
Disaster Recovery Center (DRC).

“One of the attending physicians
knew someone running the field hospi-
tal,” Dr. Donovan began as The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times spoke to her via phone
on Friday afternoon.

“I’m interested in specializing in di-
saster medicine,” the 2007 University
of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jer-
sey (UMDNJ) graduate said; however,
at present, “I don’t belong to a unit that
mobilizes in the event of a disaster.”

The DRC is run in cooperation with
the Harvard Humanitarian Initiative.
Dr. Donovan’s undergraduate degree in
Biology is from Harvard.

Before committing to the trip, she
would send extensive e-mail messages
– sometimes eight pages in length – to
the hospital director for a full status
report of the working conditions for

medical volunteers at the DRC.
She told The Leader / Times that the

Center for Disease Control has infor-
mation for relief workers on how to
prepare to utilize their skills and pre-
vent the “rescuer from becoming a
victim,” as she called it.

Dr. Donovan has made previous medi-
cal trips to Nicaragua and Belize for
similar humanitarian medical trips, but
Haiti was different for her. “I’ve never
responded to a disaster before,” she said.

She flew out on a red-eye from JFK
Airport to Santo Domingo, Dominican
Republic, then was driven with other
medical personnel another five to six
hours to Port Au Prince, then another
half-hour to the field hospital in Fond
Parisien on the grounds of the Love a
Child orphanage.

“I was very impressed. This camp is
amazing, ingenious,” she said.

The hospital was equipped with clean
(and hot) water, electricity, and even
Internet access by the time Dr. Donovan
arrived in late February.

One of her concerns with serving in
a disaster area was her health and safety.

“That’s a problem in disaster medi-
cine,” she said.” So many medical per-
sonnel want to help, but they don’t
account for their own food and shelter
needs.”

Among the supplies she took down
to use in the hospital were basics like
maxi pads and baby wipes.

“I was anxious about going down. I
went back and forth about it. I had to
have confirmation about safety and sani-
tation,” she said.

Dr. Donovan explained that medical
workers are not immune from being
assaulted or getting as ill as their pa-
tients, without proper vaccinations.

Security at the DRC consists of iden-
tification badges for workers and col-
ored bracelets for patients.

“Everyone took security seriously,”
she said. “Blue bracelets were given to
one family member for each patient;
red bracelets were given to children
whose caretaker(s) were patients; pa-
tients were also given bracelets. Visi-
tors were only permitted between 9
a.m. to 1 p.m.”

Dr. Donovan works some 60 to 80
hours a week in the E.R., so the 12- to
20-hour workdays in Haiti were rou-
tine for her.

Her Haitian mornings began at 5
a.m. with a “bucket-and-cup” shower
and a power bar for breakfast. Patient
lists for the day were given via an
iPhone application made by an infor-
mation technology volunteer at the
camp.

“It was great that I knew in each row
of patients what their status was on the
iPhone I was given to use,” she recalled.

At 7 a.m., the medical director ran
a staff meeting to update the volun-
teers on important daily details such
as when a helicopter transport was set
to arrive and the schedule of non-
family visitors.

The orphanage’s property has one
road in and out, as well as a nine-foot
wall around the area. There is a nearby
Internally Displaced Person (IDP)
camp, called Camp Hope, for Haitians
who were forced to leave their home-
towns for a safer living space. This is
where the non-injured family members
are staying while patients are treated at
the DRC.

Dr. Donovan’s patients were divided
into two main categories: plastics and
orthopedic.

“In an earthquake, the most common
injuries are deep flesh wounds or bone/
crush injuries from objects falling on
patients, as there’s no place for shelter
during an earthquake,” she said.

Plastics patients often receive a skin
graft from their thigh to cover the deep
flesh wound on their body.

For amputee patients, like one 18-
year-old whom Dr. Donovan treated,
the transition to life with a prosthetic
leg is a challenge at first. Two prosthe-
sis companies came down to the DRC
to help outfit patients with new legs.

She described the young man “freak-
ing out when he first saw one of the
prosthesis company reprenstatives, who
is an amputee himself, jumping around
and getting work done. You could see
his reality change into ‘I can do that.’”

The prosthetic company hopes to
train Haitian amputees, like the young
man Dr. Donovan treated, to learn how
to fit others for a prosthetic.

“I’m really glad I went down and
so thankful. I anticipated something
else and was pleasantly surprised,”
the doctor shared.

After returning to Philadelphia, “I
needed time to process what I saw
and did in order to describe it to you,”
she admitted. “I felt bad leaving, but
I had obligations to my patients in
Philadelphia. We made a lot of
progress.”

The outstanding example of the
DRC in Fond Parisien is an experience
Dr. Donovan hopes to re-create one
day when she runs her own disaster
medicine field hospital.

For more information on how to
the support the DRC, which is facing
financial challenges due to a lack of
promised government money, go to
the Harvard Humanitarian Institute’s
website: hhi.harvard.edu.

Paper Mill Reaches
For the Stars in May
MILLBURN – Paper Mill

Playhouse’s “Reaching for the Stars,”
a celebration of its 72nd year, will be
held on Thursday, May 13.

Every year, the celebration attracts
considerable amounts of attention and
support from donors and patrons
across the state.

This year, former Governors
Brendan Byrne and Thomas Kean
will be presented with the first ever
Byrne-Kean Arts Advocate Award.

Additional honorees, special guests
and entertainment will be announced
shortly.

For information or tickets, call (908)
322-1100.

Superbowl Champion Trades
In Shoulder Pads for Tuxedo

Susan Hamburger Lampoons
Politics as Usual in Her Exhibit

Susan Hamburger’Susan Hamburger’Susan Hamburger’Susan Hamburger’Susan Hamburger’s “The Low Road”s “The Low Road”s “The Low Road”s “The Low Road”s “The Low Road”

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Affairs of the state meet art
in “Playing Politics,” a multimedia ex-
hibit by Susan Hamburger currently on
display at Union County College’s
(UCC) Tomasulo Gallery.

Using ornamentation based on the
17th and 18th century Churriguera,
Reveillon and Spode designs, Ms. Ham-
burger has created an array of work that
comments on American politics from
both the national and international per-
spectives.

Ms. Hamburger will visit the
Tomasulo Gallery on Monday, April
12, at 2:30 p.m. to speak about her
work.

One of Ms. Hamburger’s artistic tools
is paperclay – a molding material that
does not have to be kiln-fired to keep its
shape.

In “The Cabinet,” Ms. Hamburger
presents faux-paperclay dinnerware
plates of various diameters, depicting
former members of the Bush Adminis-
tration as of 2008.

In a play on words used to further
emphasize her point, Ms. Hamburger

has set her collection in a faux-Geor-
gian-style cabinet.

“Ladies of the Right” is a faux tea
service that features, according to the
artist, “portraits of right-wing female
pundits and politicians [like Phyllis
Schlafly and Anita Bryant] who largely
disavow feminism while benefiting
from the advancements gained for
women by the feminist movement.”

Ms. Hamburger’s commentary also
extends to political scandals, sex scan-
dals and Ponzi schemes.

“The Low Road” is a triptych acrylic
on paper collage that emphasizes –
with small portraits – Eliot Spitzer,
John Edwards and Charles Ponzi.

Not to be left out are Bernard Madoff,
R. Allen Stanford, Art Nadel and Nicho-
las Cosmo, all of whom are portrayed
in a pair of acrylic panels Ms. Ham-
burger titled “The Cons.”

Both “The Low Road” and “The
Cons” have as their templates the French
designer Reveillon’s wallpaper panels.

The contrast engages the viewer by
asking if these dirty-deed doers, whose
miniature photo medallions are inter-
twined in the wallpaper, are portrayed

in all their glory or hung in effigy.
On the international front, Ms. Ham-

burger comments on the Iraq War in her
oil on canvas, “It’s Not a Job, It’s an
Occupation.”

This piece, patterned after the Croome
Court Tapestry on display at the Metro-
politan Museum of Art in New York,
contains medallions of two of Saddam
Hussein’s overthrown palaces.

Like “The Cons” and “The Low
Road,” the stark contrast between the
beautiful Boucher- inspired background
of the panels and the symbols of chaos
evoked by the medallions is provoca-
tive.

Ms. Hamburger believes the media
she works in “are used toward illusion-
istic ends and speak to the fragility of
objects and the sometimes-misleading
nature of appearances.”

All of the pieces shown in “Playing
Politics” were completed during the
last three years, mostly during the Bush
administration.

In “Playing Politics”, “Susan Ham-
burger brings together her formidable
painting skills and keen wit to create
beautiful and intriguing artworks that
are a must-see,” said Valeri Larko, di-
rector of the Tomasulo Gallery.

“Playing Politics” runs at Tomasulo
Gallery until Saturday, April 17.

The gallery is located in the Kenneth
Campbell MacKay Library building
on UCC’s Cranford Campus.

For more information, call the gal-
lery at (908) 709-7155.

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Super Bowl cham-
pion Bill Ard freely admits that classi-
cal music might not be his forte, but
when the Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra (WSO) tapped him to take part in
Sunday’s festivities, he could not turn
down the opportunity.

At 4 p.m., at the Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, the WSO will present
Stars of Tomorrow, a fantasy-filled youth
concert for the en-
tire family. De-
signed to foster a
love of music and a
lifetime of partici-
pation in the musi-
cal arts, this concert
features Benjamin
Britten’s Young
Person’s Guide to
the Orchestra, as
well as the Grand
Finale of the 2010
Tri-state youth con-
certo competition,
in which the audi-
ence will have the opportunity to vote
to help select this year’s winner.

Mr. Ard, who lives in Watchung and
is the senior vice-president of wealth
management at Morgan Stanley Smith
Barney in Westfield, will narrate The
Young Person’s Guide to the Orches-
tra, which, according to the WSO, “is
one of the most exciting introductions
to orchestral music for young people.”

The former New York Giant left guard
will take the audience on a guided tour
of the orchestra sections, offering de-
scriptions of the tone colors and sounds
made by each instrument – from the
mellow clarinet to the booming tuba.

While the event is meant to be in-
structional for children, Mr. Ard said it
has been a “learning experience” for
him as well. Although he “loves” mu-
sic, he said, his experience in the clas-
sical-music arena is limited; in addi-
tion, this concert will be the first time
he has seen the WSO perform live.

“It’s a win-win,” he said to The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times in a phone in-
terview. “It’s great for both of us to
learn.”

Mr. Ard also admitted that it is “kind
of funny” to imagine a “barbaric ex-
sports guy dressed in a tuxedo talking
about what string instruments do... I
understand what the angle was; it’s a
pretty smart angle.”

While he is “brand new” to the sym-
phony society, Mr. Ard is no stranger to
Keith Hertell, honorary WSO trustee;

the two gentlemen
have known each
other for 25 years
and are regulars at
Robert Treat Deli
on Quimby Street.

Mr. Ard said he
was walking by the
deli one morning
when Mr. Hertell
and WSO Music
Director David
Wroe were meet-
ing inside and dis-
cussing who should
narrate the Britten

work. Lo and behold, their answer ar-
rived that morning, and the two waved
at Mr. Ard, who was later drafted for the
gig.

When The Leader/ Times suggested
to the starting guard on the Superbowl-
winning 1986-1987 Giants that this
might be his version of the “Superbowl
Shuffle,” he laughed.

“It’s a much more civilized shuffle,”
he quipped.

Right now, he is practicing reading
from his script for Sunday’s concert. He
hopes the family nature of the event will
bring out not only a large crowd, but his
family as well; he expects his children,
wife and sister to be in attendance.

“I’ve listened to the real version [of
the narration], and it’s a good listen...
It’s a feel-good thing. It’s light, fun and
good for all,” he concluded.

Tickets, from $25 to 70, may be
purchased at the WSO office (224 East
Broad Street), the Town Book Store in
Westfield and Martin Jewelers in
Cranford, or by calling (908) 232-9400.

Wojcik’s New Work
Premieres in Ridgewood

WESTFIELD – The premiere mu-
sical performance of Raymond
Wojcik’s new work, “Between
Worlds,” commissioned by the Pali-
sades Virtuosi (palisadesvirtuosi.org),
will take place on Saturday, April 10,
at 8 p.m. at the Ridgewood Unitarian
Society, located at 113 Cottage Place
in Ridgewood.

In an e-mail to the press, Mr. Wojcik,
a Westfield High School teacher, said,
“This is a deeply personal work cast
in a single movement, 20 minutes in
duration and intensely emotional. Its
essential trajectory is the myriad
stages of grief and finally transcen-
dence.”

He continued, “I am honored to be
[commissioned] by the Palisades Vir-
tuosi and [privileged] to have artists
of their [caliber] re-creating my mu-
sic. I hope you can come and hear it.”

To learn more, visit
raymondwojcik.com.

New York Giant / WSO Narrator Bill Ard


