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This Is Westfield 201038th Annual Edition
Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

Celebrating 20 Years of Dentistry in Westfield
                     Thomas C. Streko D.M.D.

For over 20 years Dr. Streko has been creating beautiful smiles
at our Westfield location. We would like to extend a heartfelt
thank you to our loyal patients and a welcome to new 
patients by offering:

� 50% off In office whitening
� $500 off Invisalign treatment
� $67 New Patient Exam 

(includes exam, x-rays, & photos a $270 value)

• For the first 20 to make an appointment your name
will be entered in a drawing to win a FREE I-Pod!!

Call us today at (908)654-0095
Dr. Thomas C. Streko  169 Mountain Ave.  Westfield, NJ 07090

www.drstreko.com

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150

“We Service Our Clients.”
Our 68th Year

A Family Institution Providing

Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

Specializing in:

AUTO / HOME / BUSINESS

www.puglisi-insurance.com

Travelers of NJ

Selective - Progressive

Courtesy of Charles Monzella
WHERE’S THE BACK YARD?...Last week’s heavy rains produced flooding in
backyards on Summit Avenue in Westfield. The picture above is from a home at
669 Summit Avenue.

Join Now - Rates Increase May 1!
What’s New This Spring:

GroupFitt

Weigh of Livingg

Walk Away the Lbss

Don’t Hesitate...Be Sure To 

Get the Lowest Available Rates!

Francis M. Smith, esq.
I’m the only attorney involved in your case.

Your personal injury gets my personal attention.

Friendly, honest representation

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

The Law Offices of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

Over 30 Years of
Experience Resolving Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries

Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

The loan you want,
the service you deserve.

774 Central Avenue Westfield, NJ 07090
Phone: (908) 518-0800  Toll-Free: (866) 518-0800

web: www.westfieldmortgage.com
email: loans@westfieldmortgage.com

Licensed by the New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Proctor, Cassio Seek to Replace
Kennedy as Rahway Mayor

Rahway Mayor James Kennedy is
not seeking re-election after 20 years
in the office. Rick Proctor, the city’s
Democratic Party chairman and a
Union County freeholder, has been
chosen as the Democratic party’s may-
oral candidate. Rahway Republicans
have picked Patrick Cassio, the city’s
GOP chairman, as their candidate for
mayor.

Candidates have until 4 p.m. this
Monday, April 12, to file nominating
petitions in time for the Tuesday, June
8, Primary Election. Independent can-
didates have until June 8 at 4 p.m. to
file their petitions.
Bill Would Prohibit Government
Salaries Over that of Governor’s

State Senator Mike Doherty (LD-
23, Washington) a member of the
Senate Budget and Appropriations
Committee, is drafting legislation that
would prohibit public employees in
New Jersey from making more than
the governor.

“It is simply ridiculous that an
employee of the state would qualify
for a higher salary than the governor,”
Mr. Doherty said. “The governor of
the state of New Jersey has by far the
hardest job in the state and the most
responsibility. The state payroll
should reflect that fact.”

Currently, the governor’s salary is
set at $175,000 per year.

Gerbounka Named Mayor of
Year by Gateway Chamber

The Gateway Chamber of Com-
merce has named Linden Mayor Ri-
chard Gerbounka as Union County
Mayor of the Year. He was honored at
the organization’s recent Mayors Din-
ner at the Renaissance Newark Air-
port Hotel.

Sen. Asks Dow to Join Health
Care Bill Suit With Other States

Senator Mike Doherty (LD-23,
Washington) and Assemblywoman
Alison Littell McHose (LD-24,
Sparta) have called on New Jersey
Attorney General Paula Dow to join
attorneys general in 14 other states in
a lawsuit that holds that the $940
billion federal health care package
signed into law this week is unconsti-
tutional.

Attorneys General in Florida, Vir-
ginia, South Carolina, Nebraska,
Texas, Utah, Alabama, Louisiana,
Colorado, Michigan, Pennsylvania,
Washington, Idaho and South Dakota
have already filed suit.

Mr. Doherty and Ms. McHose said
they would reach out directly to Gov-
ernor Chris Christie with their re-
quest. In addition, Rep. Scott Garrett
(R-5th) has introduced a resolution in
the House of Representatives recog-
nizing the efforts of state legislatures,
attorneys general and citizens to re-
sist the implementation of the health
care bill.

Senator Doherty and Assembly-
woman McHose have both intro-
duced the “Health Care Freedom

Amendment” in their respective
houses. The bills (SCR-81 and ACR-
109) were assigned to the Senate
and Assembly committees, respec-
tively.

The proposed amendment would
change Article I of the State Consti-
tution to include, “No State or fed-
eral law or regulation shall compel,
directly or indirectly, any person to
obtain health care coverage, any em-
ployer to provide health care cover-
age to its employees, or any health
care provider to participate in any
health care coverage plan or pro-
gram.”

Union Among Counties
Eligible for Assistance

AREA — Residents of 12 New Jer-
sey counties who suffered damages as
a result of the severe storms and flood-
ing that began on March 12 are urged
to register for disaster assistance with
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) as soon as possible.
Federal funding has been made avail-
able to affected individuals in Atlan-
tic, Bergen, Cape May, Essex,
Gloucester, Mercer, Middlesex,
Monmouth, Morris, Passaic, Somerset,
and Union Counties.

According to FEMA External Af-
fairs Officer Dana Cudmore, there is
a maximum grant award of $29,900,
“but only a small percentage of appli-
cants will qualify for that amount” as
most New Jerseyans have flood in-
surance.

“However, insurance does not cover
all losses, and we encourage all to
register for assistance,” she said. As-
sistance can include grants for tem-
porary housing and home repairs, low-
cost loans to cover uninsured prop-
erty losses, and other programs to
help individuals and business owners
recover from the effects of the disas-
ter.

 Property owners have until July 2
to file applications with FEMA. Ms.

Cudmore said that once eligibility
has been determined it takes seven to
10 days for applicants to receive fund-
ing. Residents and business owners
who sustained losses can register by
calling (800) 621-FEMA (3362), or
for the speech or hearing impaired
TTY (800) 462-7585, or online any-
time at disasterassistance.gov. These
toll-free telephone numbers will op-
erate 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., seven days a
week until further notice.

Applicants will need to provide:
Social Security number, address of
the damaged home or apartment, de-
scription of the damage, information
about insurance coverage, a current
contact telephone number, a mailing
address, and a bank account and rout-
ing numbers for direct deposit of any
financial assistance.

Stender Rips Christie on
Family Planning Cuts

TRENTON – Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) has
expressed “shock and dismay” that
Governor Chris Christie’s budget plan
calls for eliminating family planning
services that she said have helped
“save New Jersey taxpayers hundreds
of millions of dollars.”

“It’s inexcusable that Governor
Christie is apparently placing conser-
vative ideology above women’s health
care and is so willing to axe smart and
effective programs that have saved
New Jersey taxpayers millions of dol-
lars,” Mrs. Stender said.

Under Mr. Christie’s budget plan,
which she said proposes tax increases
on the working poor, middle-class
and hospitals, grants to support clini-
cal family planning and related ser-
vices have been eliminated to save
$7.45 million.

Mrs. Stender said more than
136,000 patients were served by fam-

ily planning services in New Jersey
last year, helping prevent 40,000 preg-
nancies and 19,000 abortions and sav-
ing the state more than $150 million.

Family planning services involve
contraception; routine gynecological
exams; screening for high blood pres-
sure, anemia and diabetes; breast and
cervical cancer screening and educa-
tion; screening and treatment for sexu-
ally-transmitted infections; HIV test-
ing and counseling, pre-pregnancy
counseling and education; pregnancy
testing and confirmation, and prena-
tal care.

“These are not radical, out-of-the-
ordinary services,” Mrs. Stender said.
“They are vital and important health
care services that many women and
families would not otherwise receive.
If the governor has his way, the nega-
tive impact of his decision will rever-
berate in communities across this state
and cost taxpayers dearly.”

Board of Health Seeks
To Regulate Salons

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Regional Board of Health has post-
poned a vote on an ordinance that
would require all hair styling and
nail salons in town to register annu-
ally with board of health for a fee of
$65.

The board introduced the ordinance
at its March 1 meeting.

Maria Candida of Maria Candida’s
Hair Forum, located on Prospect
Street, called the proposed fee “double
dipping” on the town’s part in that
hair salons already pay $60 per year
to the state, which currently inspects
salons.

Under the proposed municipal or-
dinance, the board of health would
also inspect these businesses.At
Monday’s meeting, many of the busi-
nesses attending the meeting said they
had not received notice of the meet-
ing.

The board opted to postpone the
vote, noting that only four members
were present and that a fifth vote was
needed to pass the ordinance.

The board will consider the ordi-
nance for adoption at its Monday,
May 3, meeting at the town council
chambers of the Westfield Municipal
Building. The meeting will begin at
5:30 p.m.

See More Government
News on Page 16


