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Chertoff Discusses Security
During Q&A in Westfield

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Born in Eliza-
beth, and a former Westfield resident,
Michael Chertoff returned to his Jer-
sey roots last Wednesday night for
dinner at Echo Lake Country Club,
sponsored by Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield). The
former secretary of homeland secu-
rity (2005-2009)  fielded a wide range
of questions from the several dozen
dignitaries in attendance about ter-
rorism, disaster response, prepared-
ness, the workings of government
and international politics.

Mr. Chertoff noted that his family
grew up and was educated here, and
that the trip down Route 22 that evening
to the dinner reminded him how he
was still a “Jersey guy.” Mr. Chertoff
now lives in the Washington, D.C. area
with his wife, Meryl, and two children
and operates a consulting firm.

Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky,
Police Chief John Parizeau and Fire
Chief Dan Kelly made Mr. Chertoff
part of the local “first responders”
team with presentations of honorary
Westfield attire. Rich Bagger of
Westfield, chief of staff to  Governor
Chris Christie, welcomed Mr. Chertoff
back to town and extended his greet-
ings from Trenton.

In discussing what he learned as
Homeland Security secretary, Mr.
Chertoff said it is essential to the na-
tion have plans and personnel in place,
to have “boots on the ground” to pro-
vide real time information and to react
quickly with overwhelming force and
resources to deal with emergencies.
He said it is hard to make good policies
happen (turn them into real action).

On the Hurricane Katrina disaster,
Mr. Chertoff was critical of the failure
of the State of Louisiana and that  the
federal government, by law and policy
then, was held to a support role. Since
2005 though, he said several changes
have been made to enable the federal
government to seize the necessary
authority to act more directly.

Judy Mullins of Madison, accom-
panied by former NJ Transit head
Jeffery Warsh, asked how the nation’s
transportation system can be pro-
tected, noting her career as risk man-
agement for NJ Transit. Mr. Chertoff
agreed that protecting against all in-
cidences of terrorism, such as re-
cently in the Moscow subways, might
not be completely possible to stop.
He said the larger facilities are heavily
protected first, and that working the
way down on priorities with available
resources is what is required. Quick
response with substantial resources
to incidences, should they occur, then
must be part of it, he explained.

Mr. Chertoff told of the resources
applied to Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport security; then added
that the private air travel industry

needs to be looked at.
Michael Gennaro of New Provi-

dence asked if China is to be consid-
ered an enemy. Mr. Chertoff said he
believes China is to be thought of
neither as an enemy nor a friend. He
said the Chinese understandably pur-
sue their national own interests. He
said the amount of money loaned to
the U.S. is dangerous.

Mr. Chertoff several times men-
tioned the dangers of cyber attacks. He
also expressed concerns of biological
terrorism attacks.Preventive intelli-
gence gathering is essential, he said, to
thwart attacks before they happen.

On whether being politically cor-
rect weakens the United States pre-
paredness and ability to deal with
threats, Mr. Chertoff noted that Presi-
dent Barack Obama is trying with
overtures to Iran and North Korea in
this fashion, though he sees little
progress being made.

Public perception that the country
is prepared and doing everything rea-
sonably possible is essential, Mr.
Chertoff said. Sometimes, it may be
necessary for government to risk over-
reacting during emergencies by seiz-
ing the authority rather than sitting
back and waiting.

Mr. Bramnick, master of ceremonies,
quipped in conclusion, “Being secure? I
bought a summer place in Pennsylvania
right next to the Secretary!”
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SPIRITED DISCUSSION...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) held
a fundraiser last week at the Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield. The guest
speaker was Michael Chertoff, former secretary of Homeland Security under
President George W. Bush.

Watchdog Panel Eyes $20M
In County Budget Cuts
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The Union
County Watchdog Association pre-
sented its recommendations for cuts
to the county’s budget during a 90-
minute forum last Wednesday in
Cranford. The event filled most of the
township council chambers.

The group’s budget review panel
proposed $20.4 million in cuts from
the county budget and $11.5 million
in savings by discontinuing the
county’s Open Space Recreation and
Historic Trust Fund, which is an addi-
tional tax on property-tax bills. Oper-
ating cuts recommended include
MusicFest, lobbying services, and
advertising, including the Union
County Directions newsletter pub-
lished by the Union County Alliance.

The group also called the expan-
sion of the Galloping Hill Golf Course
in Union, “foolish and unjustifiable
in this economic environment.”

Most of the cuts recommended
were in departmental expenses, out-
side of salaries and wages, including
$549,000 from Runnells Specialized
Hospital and the entire $12.5 mil-
lion in county funding for Union
County College. The college gar-
ners $42 million through tuition and
$10.5 million instate funding for its
$68-million budget.

“The county budget is now $469
million – close to half a billion. What
are we all getting for that amount of
money?” asked Bruce Paterson of
Fanwood, a member of the panel. “In
10 years, our county taxes went from
$150 million to $276 million. That is
an amazing 84-percent increase.”

Mr. Paterson said Union County
ranks in the top 10 counties in the
nation with the highest taxes, while
two New Jersey counties, Ocean and
Cape May, had tax increases this year
of 2 and 1 percent, respectively.
Burlington County, he said, “decreased
its taxes for a third year in a row.”

Panel member John Bury of
Kenilworth said the county has “in-
flated” its appropriations numbers,
while understating its revenues.

“Union County – as most other
counties, except Middlesex, use up
most of their surplus on the expecta-
tion that overstated appropriations and
understated revenues will replenish
it,” Mr. Bury said.

Neil Coleman of the New Jersey
Taxpayers Association was a guest
panelist at Wednesday’s forum.
Among the association’s recommen-
dations to reduce taxes was the adop-
tion of one contract per individual
bargaining group/entity, such as po-

lice, firefighters, teachers, etc. The
group also wants all public-sector
contracts posted online by 2012, as
well as all government lawsuit settle-
ments. The Taxpayers Association,
he said, also wants a mandate that
public-sector employees contribute
25 percent of their individual
healthcare coverage.

In conclusion, Tina Renna, presi-
dent of the Union County Watchdog
Association, noted that county free-
holders and officials were invited but
declined to participate in the forum.

Mrs. Renna said the county gov-
ernment “has grown tremendously
beyond its simple scope outlined in
the New Jersey Constitution, namely
the establishment of county prosecu-
tors, clerks, surrogates and sheriffs.”

“County government was never
meant to be involved with education,
entertainment venues and events.
These vanity services are unaffordable
and dysfunctional in a Democratic
society. We cannot sustain it with our
property taxes, while maintaining qual-
ity basic services,” Mrs. Renna said.

She said the Watchdog Association
supports having the state take over the
operations of county colleges, pris-
ons, and county prosecutor offices.

“This would result in millions of
dollars in savings to local taxpayers
and more accountability and less pa-
tronage at the county level govern-
ment,” she said.

On-Line Records System
Considered for Tax Offices

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
were asked last week to provide fi-
nancial support for a new, online
records management system for the
county’s Board of Taxation and the
county’s 21 municipal tax assessors,
as well as the clerk of the board’s
office.

Union County received a $206,000
grant from the state’s Public Archives
and Records Infrastructure Support
Grants Program (PARIS) last year for
a pilot program, called e-share, aimed
at reducing costs through copying of
thousands of records while also re-
ducing labor time and the costs of
messaging services, said Chris
Duryee, the county’s tax administra-
tor. But that grant ends in August,
said Freeholder Clerk Nicole Dirado.

The county utilizes OnBase as its
records management software, Mrs.
Dirado said. The county spent over
$230,000 with Continuum Voice &
Data System, a firm that is working
with Access Systems of Manlius,
N.Y. on the Board of Taxation
project, to install an electronic data
management system for the depart-
ments of finance, surrogate and per-
sonnel.

“Our goal here with On-Base is to
save the county and municipalities
money by electronically disseminat-
ing property tax related information,”
Mr. Duryee said.

Mr. Duryee said one area where
savings would be achieved is in the
storage and retrieval of records as
they would now be archived and
searchable via computer instead of
being stored off-site and delivered to
towns by messenger service.

He said 4,000 tax appeals, 1,000 of
which are likely to be heard by the
four-member Board of Taxation, were
filed this year in the county. Mr.
Duryee said 20,000 pieces of paper

must be copied in total for tax board
members for these cases. Under the
e-share pilot project, a Board of Taxa-
tion member types in the appeal num-
ber to gain access to all records avail-
able for the case.

Tax lists would also be available
through the system, as well as search-
able documents such as all veterans
in a particular municipality. Currently,
these lists have to be processed, veri-
fied by the county’s tax office and
then sent by messenger to the 21
municipalities.

“So, if we could eliminate that by
utilizing [the system] that would be a
great benefit to us and a cost savings
on paper,” Mr. Duryee said.

Mrs. Dirado said the county would
contact municipalities to see which
would want the new records system,
which includes a kiosk for the public
to search records.

In other business, at tonight’s, April
8, regular meeting, the board is ex-
pected to vote on contracts totaling
nearly $600,000 to Maser Consulting
of Red Bank for design, engineering,
construction administration and in-
spection services at six culverts in
Linden, Plainfield, Scotch Plains and
Springfield.

The county is also set to award a
$240,000 contract to Birdsall Ser-
vices Group of Cranford for design,
construction administration and in-
spection services for road servicing
county-wide that is being awarded
through the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act, the federal stimu-
lus program.

The board is also set to award
$42,000 in funding for 10 commu-
nity events, including $5,000 for the
Cranford Fourth of July fireworks
and $4,000 for the Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Fireworks.

The board will meet tonight at 7
p.m. in the Freeholders Meeting room
on the sixth floor of Union
Admunistration Building in Elizabeth.

Tea Party Plans Tax
Day Rally in Trenton
TRENTON — Conservative speak-

ers will provide keynote addresses at
the Trenton Tax Day Tea Party rally
on Thursday, April 15.

Michael Johns, a conservative and
spokesman for the Tea Party move-
ment, will speak on the “Meaning of
the Tea Party.”

With the conservative social move-
ment just more than a year old, Mr.
Johns will take stock of the successes
and failures of the past year and a look
at the future direction of the movement.

The keynote address will be deliv-
ered by Dr. Robert Villare, a practicing
general, vascular surgeon. Dr. Villare
will provide the argument for the at-
torney general of New Jersey to join
the 13 other states in their suit that the
healthcare law is unconstitutional.

Organizers for the event anticipate
between 1,500 and 2,000 people to
attend the rally, which will take place
from 11:30 a.m. until 3 p.m. on the
steps of the New Jersey Statehouse,
located at 125 West State Street in
Trenton.

Garwood Seeks Public
Input for ‘Core Area’
GARWOOD - Residents, business

owners, commuters and other inter-
ested parties are invited to help create
a vision for the core area of Garwood.
The effort is a partnership between
the borough, Union County, North
Jersey Transportation Planning Au-
thority and NJ Transit.

Residents are invited to share their
thoughts and join planners, design-
ers, architects and engineers in cre-
ative brainstorming for Garwood’s
Railroad Station Area.  Topics will
include: “Spurring Economic Devel-
opment around Transit Infrastructure,”
“Transitioning to Transit-Friendly Land
Uses and Infill,” “Identifying Parking
and Circulation Solutions,” and “De-
signing Context-Sensitive and Feasible
Redevelopment.”

Public sessions include a Commu-
nity Vision Workshop on Wednesday,
April 14 from 6 to 9 p.m. at the
Garwood Fire House where an inter-
active community vision survey and
public input be taken. An open house
will be held Thursday, April 15 from
9 a.m. to noon and from 1 to 4 p.m. at
the Garwood Municipal Building.
Public input and “Big Ideas Plan-
ning” will be taken at this session.

For  information, contact Borough
Administrator Christina Ariemma at
(908) 789-0710 or visit garwood.org.


