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Please join us in the support of the

LIAM’S ROOM MINI OLYMPICS & 3RD ANNUAL HOMERUN DERBY

 to be held, at Gumbert Park on  
Saturday April 10th Noon–5 p.m. (Rain Date April 11th)

Featuring a NY Jets Player Appearance

This will be a day of family fun with events that include our Annual HomeRun Derby  
for children and adults, the 30 yard dash, long jump, longest football toss,  

baseball throw with radar gun, soccer contest, lacrosse throw, moon bounce,  
giant slide, mechanical bull, food, games, & prizes!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TO VOLUNTEER, GO TO WWW.LIAMSROOM.ORG

Liam’sRoom
A Place for
Care, Love,

and Hope

Liam’s Room is an organization founded by the McNamara’s of Westfield, in memory  
of their son Liam. Liam’s Room provides pediatric palliative care to families whose child  

is battling a potentially life limiting illness. Liam’s Room is currently working with  
Overlook Hospital as the first location, and hopes that it will be the model for more.

©2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned And Operated By NRT LLC. 

 
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate auto customers for policies written in 2007. 
Actual savings will vary.
Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first.  You
could be surprised by how much you’ll save.

NELSON C. ESPELAND, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

The Espeland Group
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

©2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity.Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield East • 209 Central Ave • 908-233-5555

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com
Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services 888-317-5416

CLARK $349,900
27 BROOKSIDETERRACE. Dir: Oak Ridge to Brook-
side. MLS 2742861

CLARK $729,000
37 HALL DRIVE.Dir:LakeAve to Stonehenge,R/Evans,
L/Hall. MLS 2732533

CRANFORD $479,000
19W. HOLLY STREET. Dir: Orchard toWest Holly.

MLS 2752433

CRANFORD $539,900
13 INDIAN SPRING ROAD. Dir: Orchard to Indian
Spring.

CRANFORD $729,900
1 SYLVESTER STREET. Dir: No. Union, Claremont,
Cranford, Slyvester. MLS NAEX2471

MOUNTAINSIDE $599,000
328 RACCOON HOLLOW. Dir: Summit Rd to
Wyoming, L/Raccoon Hollow. MLS 2733460

SCOTCH PLAINS $699,900
77 CLYDESDALE ROAD.Dir:Cooper,Heather,Clydes-
dale or Rahway,Autumn, Clydesdale. MLS 2741156

WESTFIELD $339,900
790 WEST BROAD STREET. Dir: South Ave to West
Broad Street. MLS 2739484

WESTFIELD $709,000
747 DORIAN ROAD. Dir: Rahway Ave to Dorian
Road.

WESTFIELD $849,900
914 COOLIDGE STREET. Dir: East Broad to Wells,
L/Coolidge. MLS 2754849

WESTFIELD $969,000
865 SHACKAMAXON DRIVE. Dir: Lamberts Mill,
Shackamaxon. MLS 2754548

WESTFIELD $1,399,900
753 MARCELLUS DRIVE. Dir: St. Marks to Marcellus
Dr. MLS 2733723

PLAINFIELD $425,000
1231 MARTINE AVENUE. Dir:Woodland to Martine,
1231 between Hillside & Kensington. MLS 2757726

SCOTCH PLAINS $265,000
329 HUNTER AVENUE. Dir: Park Ave to East 2nd to
Hunter. MLS 2738637

SCOTCH PLAINS $474,900
1818 CHAPEL ROAD. Dir: Lamberts Mills Rd to Rari-
tan Rd,L/Chapel. MLS 2737082

SCOTCH PLAINS $489,900
3 MALANGA COURT. Dir: Martin orTerill to E. Front
St, Farley,R/Malanga Ct. MLS 2757950

SCOTCH PLAINS $515,000
2029 DOGWOOD DRIVE.Dir:Lamberts Mill Road to
Shackamaxon,Dogwood. MLS 2757945

SCOTCH PLAINS $525,000
323 COLDSTREAM COURT.Dir:Prospect,L/Madison,
L/Fanwood, R/Briarhill. Coldstream. MLS 2740301

A Spring Full of Open Houses
Hurry – you must have a written contract in place by April 30 to take advantage of the tax credit. 

All Homes Open Sunday 4-11 from 1-4PM • View thousands more of open houses at www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com 
Hurry – you must have a written contract in place by April 30 to take advantage of the tax credit. 

All Homes Open Sunday 4-11 from 1-4PM • View thousands more of open houses at www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com 

Now is the time to buy!  A Spring Full of Open Houses Now is the time to buy!  

Cranford Cell Tower Decision
Is Upheld by Superior Court

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – The township board
of adjustment’s (BOA) decision to
ban erecting a 120-foot cell phone
tower on the property of the Cranford
Swimming Club was upheld last
month by the state Superior Court.

State Superior Court Judge Dou-
glas Fasciale, of Westfield, on March
19 wrote that the decision of the BOA
is affirmed. The judge heard argu-
ments from Omnipoint in court on
January 15. In his letter, Judge
Fasciale wrote, “Omnipoint failed to
prove the particular suitability of the
site by demonstrating the need for a
facility on the property. Omnipoint
failed to submit reliable evidence of a
coverage gap at the 1900 MHz fre-

quency… The proposed site contra-
venes the purpose and intent of the
zoning ordinance to restrict telecom-
munication to non-residential zones,
may negatively impact nearby prop-
erty values and will have a negative
visual impact of the surrounding area,
which includes a recreational park.”

“We’re really happy with the deci-
sion. I think it’s the right decision for
our community,” BOA Chairman
Robert Hellenbrecht told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times last week.

The proposed site for the tower
borders both Westfield and Cranford,
and from October 2007 through De-
cember 2008, residents of both mu-
nicipalities, as well as the county,
fought Verizon Wireless, Omnipoint
Communications, New Cingular PCS,

and Sprint Spectrum, which pulled
out mid-way through the hearings, in
their joint application to install the
monopole. The cellular companies
cited there was a gap in coverage in
the area, and the swim club, located
on County Park Drive, was the only
property approached that was willing
to provide space for a tower. Union
County College and Dreyer Farms,
both across from Nomahegan Park,
were other locations approached by
the cellular companies.

In December 2008, the BOA unani-
mously decided that the applicant did
not prove a significant gap in cover-
age and that the detriments to the
residents surrounding the area of the

Vote April 20
School Elections

Westfield to Ax DPW OT,
School Crossing Guards

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – After an announced
cut of $941,000 in state aid last month,
the Town of Westfield continues to
look for ways to recoup that shortfall.
Vowing to look at “all appropria-
tions,” Finance Policy Committee
Chairman Mark Ciarrocca, Tuesday,
announced Labor Attorney Rick
Danser’s intentions to meet with mem-
bers of local unions on Wednesday.

“In order to get where we need to,
we are going to have to partner the
best we can with our bargaining units,”
Mr. Ciarrocca said.

The town’s Firemen’s Mutual Be-
nevolent Association is in arbitration
currently. The Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association and Teamsters con-

tracts expired at the end of 2009. The
Communication Workers of America
union is in the third year of a four-
year contract.

In the meantime, the Finance Policy
Committee is crunching numbers and
considering a myriad of cost-cutting
measures. Mr. Ciarrocca mentioned
that the town will likely decrease over-
time for Department of Public Works
employees, which will result in per-
sonnel reduction, eliminate crossing-
guard posts, of which there are 57 in
town, and consider increasing various
parking revenues by raising commuter-
parking and on-street parking fees.

Also later this month, the town will
unveil plans to raise building depart-
ment and zoning fees, as well as hik-
ing road-opening costs.

Mr. Ciarrocca said the committee is
taking a measured approach with the
budget; it does not know yet all the
ramifications of legislative measures
passed in Trenton recently, and mem-
bers of the committee are unaware if
some aid can be salvaged.

For example, last month, a bill passed
with bipartisan support in the New
Jersey Legislature calling for compre-
hensive public-worker pension reform.
New requirements mandate that all
public workers pay 1.5 percent of their
salary toward their healthcare. The
package also calls for limiting pen-
sion-system enrollment to new full-
time employees who work at least 35
hours per week for the state or 32
hours for local government and
schools. The bill also will base pen-
sions for police and firefighters on the
three highest salary years, rather than
the highest single year.

The committee will not rush while
it considers how to recoup the loss in
state aid, which was roughly $670,000
more than expected.

“Hopefully, changes are made,” Mr.
Ciarrocca  said. “We are going to take
our time with this budget. Before we
have to resort to drastic decisions re-
garding employees, we need to have all
the information from the state, so we
can come up with alternative solutions.”

Pointing to what he called “a sign
of the times,” Mr. Ciarrocca said there
was a rise in Westfield tax appeals.
Roughly 150 appeals occurred last
year; this year, to date, the number
has nearly doubled to 300.

“That also could be a potential de-
crease in tax intake in future years,”
Mr. Ciarrocca said.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky said that if
towns are successful in reducing the
levy by half, the town could save tax-
payers between $500,000 and $600,000.

“You look at the number of tax
appeals, and people are hurting in this
town,” the mayor said. “If we can cut
that in half, every little bit helps.”

proposed cell tower location out-
weighed the benefits.

Omnipoint filed an appeal to the
board’s decision in early 2009 citing,
“there was no competent expert testi-
mony or other evidence disputing any
of plaintiff’s testimony or evidence,
only net opinions unsupported by any
factual analysis or study.”

As part of its appeal, Omnipoint
produced in court an FCC ruling that
was adopted on November 18, 2009,
after the BOA denied the application.
According to the judge’s letter,
Omnipoint can apply for a new appli-
cation for a zoning variance based on
the FCC ruling and “the BOA will
need to address that request.”

Cranford Cell Tower Continued


