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FLAPJACKS FOR THE FIREHOUSE...Chelsea Assisted Living raised $500 for the Fanwood Volunteer Fire Department
during its annual pancake breakfast on April 3. “We really appreciate the Fanwood Fire Department’s attention to our
residents’ safety day-in and day-out,” said Jennifer Ricci, executive director of the Chelsea. Donations of $10 for adults and
$5 for children bought them all the pancakes they could eat plus a photo with the Easter bunny. Posing with the Easter bunny,
left to right, are: standing, Fanwood Fire Chief Dave Clausen, firefighter/EMT Jeff Downing, firefighter Sean Manette,
firefighter Joe Route and firefighter John DeProspero. Kneeling are former Chief Daryl Peoples and daughter Ella, as well
as firefighter Dave Zawodniak.

ROBOT WARS...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Raiders Robotics
team will compete at the Vex Cleansweep World Championship this month in
Dallas, Tex. Pictured with their robot and award, are Jesse Charschan, Mike
Swanek, David Sherman and Steve Klee.

FW to Hold Discussion
Monday on Budgets

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr, Borough Financial Officer Fred
Tompkins and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Hayes will hold a budget
discussion meeting, to discuss both
local municipal and school budgets,
on Monday, April 12, at 10:30 a.m. at
the Forest Road Park Senior Center in
Fanwood.

The public is urged to attend and
ask questions. Fanwood citizens face
a significant property tax increase
this year. The Senior Club meeting
begins at 10 a.m. and the budget dis-
cussion follows at 10:30 a.m.

SP-F BOE Adopts $81-Mil. Budget
With $3.8-Million Tax Increase
By JESSICA E. JASKULA

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(SP-F BOE) voted Wednesday to
adopt an $80,958,048 proposed
school budget for 2010-2011. Busi-
ness Administrator Anthony Del
Sordi said the proposed $74,957,662
tax levy is $3.8 million over last
year’s $71,122,752, although the en-
tire budget is $363,989 lower than
final budget numbers for the 2009-
2010 spending plan of $81,322,037.
The budget is $159,400 over the
spending plan approved by voters
last April.

Crafting this year’s budget was
especially challenging since the dis-
trict was hit with a $3.8-million, or
84.4-percent, reduction in state aid,
Mr. Del Sordi said.

The spending plan has a general
fund or operating budget of
$77,194,054, a special revenue fund
of $1,420,000 and a debt service of
$2,343,994. On Tuesday, April 20,
voters will be asked to vote on the
current expense tax levy, which, if
approved, would hike taxes $439 for
an average assessed home in
Fanwood of $84,595, a 7.18-percent
increase from last year. For Scotch
Plains residents, taxes would jump
$299 on the average assessed home
of $122,400, representing a 4.32-
percent increase.

In order to address the reduction
in state aid, 10 positions will be
eliminated, officials said. Mr. Del
Sordi said the cuts include two ad-
ministrators, three teachers, one
child-study position and four secre-
tarial positions, as well as reduc-
tions in the areas of contracted ser-
vices, summer work, construction
projects, equipment, maintenance
repairs and supplies. An additional
$1,253,713 will be realized through
salary and benefit adjustments or
staff reductions pending negotiation
settlements and emerging state regu-
lations, Mr. Del Sordi said.

If the board is unable to make this
cost savings of $1,253,713, areas
under consideration for possible ad-
ditional reductions are middle-school
and ninth-grade sports, the music
program, and classroom teachers,
which would impact class size, he
added.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes said that this would not
mean that the whole music program
would be cut, but that there would be
“some impact.” Any cuts, she said,
would be done “carefully and judi-
ciously.”

Since the board voted recently to
defeat a memorandum of agreement
with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Edu-
cation Association (SPFEA), nego-
tiations will continue on, officials said.
The board’s negotiating team will
meet with the SPFEA and a mediator
this month and, if an agreement is not
made, they will enter the super-con-
ciliation stage of negotiations, Mr.
Del Sordi said. He said the board
continues to look into state legisla-
tion that could impact negotiations.

Also during the budget presenta-
tion, Mr. Del Sordi announced that
the district’s per-pupil expenditure
for 2009-2010 is $11,975. This
moves the district to number 18
(ranked lowest cost to highest) on
the state’s Department of Education’s
Comparative Spending Guide when
comparing SP-F to 105 K-12 dis-
tricts with 3,500 or more students.
The district was ranked 28 in 2008-
2009.

There were approximately 20 au-
dience members in attendance, and
many commented during a public
comment portion of the meeting that
they were unhappy with the pro-
posed tax increase. “These are dif-
ferent and difficult circumstances,”
said one Fanwood resident. “This
community cannot take on any tax
increase.”

“It’s not unreasonable for a tax-
payer to expect a zero growth rate in
this climate,” said another Fanwood
resident. “As a taxpayer, I don’t feel
anyone is looking out for my inter-
est.”

“[With] this tax increase, no one’s
pleased,” said Board President Trip
Whitehouse. He said, in order to
have a zero-percent tax increase, the
district would have to come up with
an additional $3.8 million in reduc-
tions, which could result in higher
class sizes. He said the students’ best

interest “doesn’t involve having 40
to 45 kids in a second-grade class.”

“[The public] voting against the
budget would be counterproductive,”
Scotch Plains resident Doreen
Binkiewicz said. “It takes the power
away from those who care about our
kids and gives it to those that care
about the money.”

The possibility of cutting programs
in the district’s schools was also of
concern to residents.

“When you start taking away [the
programs] we came here for, I really
have no reason to stay,” Scotch Plains
resident Dave Bernstein said. “Ulti-
mately, you’re supposed to be look-
ing out for us.”

Additionally, audience members
commented on the negotiations with
the SPFEA. “I thank the board mem-
bers who held it [the proposed memo-
randum agreement with the SPFEA]
back,” said Scotch Plains resident Al
Reese, who was a past board mem-
ber. “It makes me nervous that it
came as close as it did [to passing].”

“I am all for a [salary] freeze,” said
Scotch Plains resident Eric Fellen.
He said that there are “lots of areas to
tighten the budget and it’s not just the
teachers’ salaries.” He then asked Su-
perintendent Hayes if she was willing
to consider a pay freeze.

“Speaking for myself, yes,” she
said. “I can’t speak for all adminis-
trators.”

Ms. Hayes said the budget sup-
ports the district’s goals for meeting
and exceeding the Adequate Yearly
Progress benchmarks established
under the No Child Left Behind Act,
aligning SP-F curriculum with the
2009 New Jersey Core Curriculum
Content Standards (NJCCCS) and
supports the best practices in profes-
sional development. Growth in the
area of technology also continues
within the spending plan, she stated.

A presentation on the budget, as
well as the schedule for upcoming
budget presentations the BOE will
hold, is available at spfk12.org.

The board will meet next on Thurs-
day, April 15, for an open agenda
meeting.
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All Properties To Be Charged For
SP Sewer Use By Same Formula

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council later this month is ex-
pected to approve a sewer fee rate for
2010 that will charge all township,
commercial and residential proper-
ties in the same manner.

Township Engineer Joseph Timko
explained the rate at Tuesday’s con-
ference meeting, saying that proper-
ties will be charged $175 for the first
27,499 gallons of water used. Any-
thing beyond that level will result in
a $250 charge plus one cent for every
gallon used beyond 27,500 gallons.
He said the average residential prop-
erty owner will pay about $254 this
year versus last year’s flat fee of $250.
Bills will be sent out after the council

formally sets the rate at its Tuesday,
April 20, meeting, during which it
will also consider some revisions to
last year’s ordinance creating the
sewer utility. Payments will be due on
June 1 and October 1.

Among the ordinance changes that
the council will consider will be, as
Mr. Timko called, a “simplified pro-
cess” of appealing assessments that
is similar to property-tax appeals. Ap-
pealing property owners will be asked
to send their disputed bills to the
township engineering department for
examination to verify that the water
usage calculations were accurate.
Township Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer said
that, like property-tax appeals, any-
one disputing a sewer levy would
need to pay their bill first prior to

appealing. If the property owner was
victorious in an appeal, then the rel-
evant portion of his payment would
be refunded.

Chief Financial Officer Lori
Majeski said this year’s total sewer
bill is about $2.5 million, nearly equal
to last year’s levy, and added that the
billings this year aim to raise about
$2.8 million, with the added funds
being set aside in reserve.

Later, during the council’s regular
meeting, Mayor Nancy Malool called
the sewer fee “the most equitable
way” to pay for water usage since
fees are based on actual usage. The
mayor said she disagreed with a com-
ment by Democratic Party Chairman
Louis Beckerman that the utility’s
creation last year had been a “trick to
balance an out of balance budget,”
saying the utility was the only viable
option to massive layoffs of township
employees.

Cell Phone Firms Interested In New
Monopole at Scotch Plains Municipal Bldg.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Four cellu-
lar telephone providers have ex-
pressed interest in erecting a new
monopole on municipal building
property. At Tuesday’s council con-
ference meeting, Zoning Officer Bob
LaCosta said T-Mobile and Vertical
Solutions had contacted the township
about the idea because of what the
two carriers feel is a gap in their
service.

“They are chomping at the bit for
something to happen,” he told the
council, adding that Verizon and
AT&T have also expressed interest.
Mr. LaCosta summed up the carriers’
attitude as, “If you build it, they will
come.”

Any monopole would likely be
similar to one situated at the southside
firehouse, which was constructed in
2000, and houses antennas for five
carriers. Lease fees for the antennas
spaces on that pole are paid directly
to the township, which realizes about
$100,000 in annual revenue. Mr.
LaCosta said a monopole at the mu-
nicipal building would similarly
be “a generator of money” for town-
ship coffers.

Mayor Nancy Malool, however,
said she was “not ready to stomach
four cell towers in town in one year,”
noting three others being proposed at
Hillside Cemetery and in the neigh-
borhoods of Willow Grove Swim Club
and Lamberts Mill Road.

Councilman Kevin Glover said that
situating a tower at the municipal build-
ing would be “the least objectionable”
option. The council will discuss the
possibility at future meetings.

The council will hold a public hear-
ing next month on the proposed
$67,280 budget for the Scotch Plains
Management Corp. (SPMC). After
earlier disputes between SPMC and
the council over how much money
was being allocated for salaries and
administration, the SPMC board ap-
proved and submitted to the council a
revised spending plan for 2010. SPMC
called for FirsTEAManagement of
Plainfield to manage downtown revi-
talization efforts and be paid $19,000
this year.

Nearly three-fifths of the budget
will be earmarked for programs and
marketing this year, including a retail
promotion in May or June, a fall
festival, printed advertising and mar-
keting, recruitment and retention, a

business directory and the weekly
television program on Scotch Plains
Television. Another $11,000 is ear-
marked for general operations and a
reserve for unanticipated expenses.

The public hearing will be on May
18, and Councilwoman Mary DePaola
said commercial property owners can
receive a copy of the SPMC budget in
the township clerk’s office.

Next week, the council is expected
to discuss the final report of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Shared Services
Study Committee, which spent much
of 2009 examining possible shared-
service ventures between the two
towns. Mayor Malool said she and
Councilman Jeff Strauss, who were
the two elected representatives on the
committee from Scotch Plains, had
agreed not to commit to any of the
recommendations in the report until
all council members have had a chance
to digest its contents.

At its regular meeting on Tuesday,
the council introduced an ordinance
giving the township clerk the author-
ity to approve raffle and bingo li-
censes. Until now, the council has
had to approve all such licenses.

In other business at the brief regu-
lar meeting, Mr. LaCosta, sitting in
for Township Manager Chris Marion,
said that more than four inches of rain
fell during the two-day rainstorm early
last week and several roads were im-
pacted, including West Broad Street,
which had to be re-routed, and west-
bound Route 22, where traffic was
reduced by one lane. He also an-
nounced that the spring yard waste
pickup will begin on Monday, April
26. Residents can begin putting leaves,
limbs, brush and gumballs at their
curbs on Friday, April 16. Mr. LaCosta
also said the annual bulky waste
pickup will get underway on Mon-
day, June 7. Permits this year will
cost $94, which is higher than last
year’s $65 fee.

Mayor Malool said the 2009 per-
mit fee had been subsidized by a
Clean Communities grant that re-
duced what would normally have been
an $87 permit fee.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUDGET TALK…The Union County Watchdog Association sponsored a forum
on March 31 at the Cranford Municipal Building on the proposed 2010 Union
County budget. Pictured, from left to right, are: Paul Peyton of The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times; Watchdogs John Bury, Tina Renna and Bruce Paterson, and
Neil Coleman of the New Jersey Taxpayers Association. See story on page 2.


