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Exterior of the First United Methodist Church, circa the mid-1940’s
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Courtesy of John Panosh
John Panosh, who serves as Westfield’s bell master, writes… “[Above] is the

Broad Street/ North Avenue circle taken sometime in the 1930s or early 1940s.
Note the little “traffic control police shack” with a light on top and the two single
“stop” and “go” lights located on small islands. In the upper left at the Clark Street
corner stands a Tydol gas station.

Where the Burgdorff/Coldwell building now exists on the opposite corner is an
auto-repair garage. Behind the church on Ferris Place stands the First Unired
Methodist Church Parish House, which was later demolished to make way for the
building of Wesley Hall and an enlarged church parking lot. Two large Beech trees
(now gone) planted in 1910 graced the front of the church. The houses behind the
Tydol gas station were later demolished to make way for a Hahne’s parking lot.

A Gulf station and Westfield Federal Savings and Loan, along with other
buildings, stood on the land now occupied by PNC Bank. Note that the “point” of
gas station land was slightly expanded westward to provide what are now parking
spaces for PNC. Opposite the Gulf station on North Avenue were Dodge/
Plymouth/DeSoto dealerships with gas pumps barely visible. Behind the building
that currently houses G. O. Keller can be seen the parking lot which was behind
the Westfield Municipal Building and police headquarters on Prospect Street.

Note the only crosswalk on the circle was in front of the G. O. Keller building.
In those days, parking was allowed to the left of the monument on the ramp leading
to the railroad underpass.”
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In the not-too-distant future concep-
tualized by director Miguel Sapochnik’s
Repo Men, it is apparent no health care
reform was passed back in 2010. Funny,
though…rather than inspiring the sick
and infirm to pull themselves up by
their own bootstraps, the lack of digni-
fying legislation has more than ever
rendered folks beholden to the com-
pany store.

The scenario is nightmarish. While
it’s great that advanced technology al-
lows The Union – a Big Brother-like
medical supplier – to provide the ill
with virtually any organ or body part
they need, said firm’s unchecked power
supplies the animus in this cautionary
tale. If you can’t make the payments on
that new ticker, they come and get it.

You see, it appears this merciless
new world also didn’t rein in a preda-
tory financial system. Hence, chances
are good you’ll be defaulting on that
shiny fresh liver. Honcho Frank, real-
ized with slimy opportunism by Liev
Schreiber, adamantly dissuades his
salespeople at The Union from making
cash deals. Far more profitable, credit
is king.

Morality has ostensibly been ex-
punged from society’s considerations.
It’s just bad for business. Which is what
allows our title characters to go about
reclaiming all manner of innards with-
out compunction. Rationalizing the
bloody coldness of their careers, repo
men Remy (Jude Law) and Jake (Forest
Whitaker) echoingly affirm, “A job is a
job.”

Adapted from Eric Garcia’s novel,
Repossession Mambo, by Garrett
Lerner and Mr. Garcia, it’s a wonder-
fully insane premise. And it splatters a
few interesting thoughts. Unfortunately,
the portentous, sci-fi facet of the tale is
soon body-snatched, lock, stock and
pancreas, by a gory and gratuitous fright
flick that won’t be denied its primacy.

And truth be told, once you witness
our boys descend on some poor unsus-
pecting debtor for the purpose of liter-
ally ripping out his pump, you’ve seen
enough. Furthermore, the cat-and-
mouse tale that ensues following
Remy’s change of heart, so to speak,
follows the usual formula employed
whenever an insider thinks outside the
lines and goes rogue.

But the especially bloodthirsty should
be satiated. For lack of a creative plot
structure, the film gleefully repeats ad
nauseam, and in various permutations,
its confiscatory operations. This con-
tinues right up until an ending that, lo
and behold, foists on me the seemingly
sacrilegious duty of recalling a ploy
Dickens at times used in his serializa-
tions.

Otherwise, absolutely nothing justi-

Repo Men:
Takes One Aback

fies using that author’s name in the
same breath as Repo Men. This is slice-
and-dice repulsion, albeit dished out
via some pretty good performances.
And while there’s nothing here that will
win an award, the opportunity for some
tongue-in-cheek hamming isn’t lost on
Messrs. Whitaker and Schreiber.

But Jude Law, handed the responsi-
bility of representing the metaphor that
is central to any science fiction film
worth its fantastical prognostications,
plays protagonist Remy fairly straight.
Added to his career angst, the concur-
rent revelation that a failing marriage
just isn’t worth salvaging gives double-
whammy status to the grand epiphany.

He flees, but toward what light is
uncertain. So when in doubt, there’s
noting like a new romantic interest to
help put things in perspective. She is
Alice Braga as Beth, a homeless mass
of indebted but nonetheless nicely put
together parts. Living by her wits and a
sultry voice, she occasionally exercises
in a nightclub; she is also supporting a
drug habit.

Their cave of Tristan and Isolde is
stashed in that haphazard landscape of
the future that’s held sway with art
directors ever since Blade Runner
(1982). Gosh, this world needs a good
scrubbing. But as long as the rich are
comfortably ensconced in their ivory
towers, why supply an unrebellious
rabble with clean streets and a safe
infrastructure?

Going the social analogies one step
further, we don’t have to guess what the
gist is when, needing a new kneecap on
the run, Beth introduces Remy to the
unlicensed, black market docs who prac-
tice in back alleys. By now, we are too
numb to be truly shocked when an 8-
year-old girl performs the procedure
under the watchful tutelage of her mom.

Indeed, there is decent muckraking
amidst this distasteful smudge and
sleaze…a warning of the inhospitable
horizon that awaits humankind if com-
promise and compassion can’t trump
blind ideology. But there’s an inherent
Catch-22. Anyone with a 15-year-old’s
intelligence should already know this
stuff. And this is most certainly an R-
rated picture.

Still, beware my optimism. In the
spirit of recent current events, wherein
the idea is that we all deserve a fair shake,
I’m stirred to find the good even in a
mediocre movie. While my inner ado-
lescent welcomes the refresher course in
human rights, the repulsive route Repo
Men takes to make its point surely should
keep it from stealing viewers’ hearts.

* * *
Repo Men, rated R, is a Universal

Pictures release directed by Miguel
Sapochnik and stars Jude Law, Alice
Braga and Forest Whitaker. Running
time: 111 minutes.

MEET THE COMPOSER…Orchestra and opera students meet and greet Missy
Mazzoli, one of New York’s most accomplished composers. At a recent visit to
Edison Intermediate School, Ms Mazzoli took time to explain her musical
inspirations and composition techniques using her piece These Worlds in Us,
enabling students to connect to the work’s romantic roots, electronica influences
and driving rhythms. During the course of the seminar and lively Q and A sessions,
Ms. Mazzoli revealed that These Worlds In Us is also based on several non-musical
ideas and was inspired by conversations with her father, who was a soldier in
Vietnam. Ms. Mazzoli is the Westfield Symphony Orchestra composer in resi-
dence. The Westfield Symphony Orchestra performed These Worlds in Us on
February earlier this year in Rahway.

Westfield Symphony Gala
To Have ‘Magic’ Touch

Courtesy of Elizabeth Ryan
SOME ENCHANTED EVENING…Members of Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) Gala committee are planning an enchanting evening for the 2010 benefit,
to take place at Echo Lake Country Club on May 1. Pictuered, from left to right,
are: WSO Executive Director Linda Doyle, Carole Leone, Gala Chairwoman
Mary-Beth Phillips, Bill Neill, WSO Board President Mark Fleder and Lee
Corcoran. The next WSO performance, Stars of Tomorrow, a family concert
presenting Britten’s A Young Persons Guide to the Orchestra, narrated by N.Y.
Giants superbowl XXI champion Bill Ard, and the Grand Finale of the youth tri-
state Concerto Competition, will take place on Sunday, April 11, at 4 p.m. For
tickets and information, call (908) 232-9400 or go to westfieldsymphony.org.

Tony Award-Winning Broadway Star
Returns to Teach Summer Workshop
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Actor’s Camp at Mountainside,
New Jersey’s premier camp for
young aspiring actors,
has just announced the
return of Tony Award-
winning actress
Michele Pawk to its
teaching staff for this
summer’s musical the-
ater and acting classes.
Michele won a Tony
for her performance in
Carol Burnett’s Holly-
wood Arms and has
also starred in such
Broadway classics as Cabaret,
Seussical, Chicago, Hairspray,
Crazy for you, Triumph of Love
and Mamma Mia, (currently star-
ring Michele’s husband, John
Dossett) as well as many guest
appearances on TV and film. Paul
O’Connor, artist director says,
“Michele had such a wonderful
time with us last year that she
expressed a desire to teach both
our musical theatre sessions. To
have such an incredibly talented

and accomplished Broadway vet-
eran return our faculty continues
to allow us to elevate our level of

instruction giving our
students exposure at
the professional level
that can’t be found
anywhere in the area.”
The Actor’s Camp at
Mountainside will
conduct two, two
week workshops for
young actors in grades
five through twelve in
musical Theatre and/
or Sketch Comedy and

acting and improvisation classes
for children in grades two through
five. Session one runs from July 5
through July 16. Session two runs
from July 19 through July 30.
Class size is limited to approxi-
mately 20 students. For more in-
formation about the camp, call
(908) 400-2321 or visit us on the
web at theactorscamp.net.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Michele Pawk

Westfield Workshop Offers
Circus Class, Barnum Play

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Sum-
mer Workshop’s curriculum contains a
combination of the consistently popu-
lar courses along with the addition of
some newer selections.

New to the 23 offerings in the Arts
and Crafts Department is “A Doll’s
World,” a class for grades 3 to 5, in
which students will create projects to
furnish an environment for the popular
18-inch dolls.

Also new is “Circus Fun,” for grades
2 and 3, where participants will make
circus-themed arts and crafts. This de-
partment will offer “It’s Sew Easy,” for
grades 4 to 6, where crafters will use
both hand and machine sewing to de-
sign a variety of projects.

“Pirate Treasures,” for grades 2 and
3, allows mateys to make various pi-
rate-themed crafts, while those in grades
4 to 6 who enroll in “Tie Dye/Batik”
will experience creating colorful and
decorative items.

An addition to the Communications
Department is “Imagination Express,”
a class for students in grades 2 and 3, in
which they will read a story, write about
it and become involved in creative ac-
tivities related to the story.

Two new classes become part of the
13 selections in the Dance and Move-
ment Department. “Dance Sampler”
will show students, in grades 2 to 4,

various steps in ballet, tap, jazz, lyrical
and hip hop dance.

Aspiring actors, in grades 6 through
12, may wish to enroll in the cast of
Barnum. This award-winning musical,
with music by Cy Coleman, lyrics by
Michael Stewart and book by Mark
Brambic, is based on the life of the
infamous Phineas T. Barnum.

Tracing his journey from sideshow
huckster to his collaboration with James
Bailey to form “The Greatest Show on
Earth,” the plot explores the ups and
downs of his life as he builds his enter-
tainment empire.

Director Kenneth Horn said of his
selection, “When weighing possible
show choices for the Summer Stage
Theater’s third season, I wanted to
choose a work that would speak to the
ladies, the gentlemen and the children
of all ages. Barnum is a show that
accomplishes that, and more.”

The 2010 WSW will be held at
Roosevelt Intermediate School on Clark
Street in Westfield, from Tuesday, June
29, until Friday, July 30, from 8:30 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m.

It also contains options for a 7:30
a.m. drop-off and a full day of activity
in conjunction with the Westfield
YMCA.

To learn more, call (908) 518-1551
or log on to njworkshopforthearts.com.

Cranford’s Chorus to Compete
In A Cappella Contest

CRANFORD — Metro Rhythm
Chorus of Cranford New Jersey will
join the Greater New York Region of
Sweet Adelines International in its an-
nual quartet and chorus convention and
contest April 23 to 25 at the Sheraton
City Center in Philadelphia, Pa. “April
Showers Bring...Singing In the Rain”
features more than 700 area women,
members of the region’s 15 choruses
located throughout lower New York
state, Long Island, and northern New
Jersey, singing popular music in four-
part a cappella harmony, in the barber-
shop style, enhanced with choreogra-
phy.

 Metro Rhythm Chorus meets every
Wednesday night at 7 p.m. in Bates
Hall of the First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford, located at 11 Springfield
Avenue. The public is welcome. For
those interested in joining the chorus,
or learning more about the chorus a
cappella group, visit metrorhythm.com
or e-mail metrorhythm@gmail.com.

Among the scheduled competing
choruses is the Greater Nassau Chorus
of Baldwin, N.Y., recently featured on
a CBS Sunday Morning segment about

the popularity of show choruses. Also
performing are the Harmony Celebra-
tion Chorus of Ridgewood and the Lib-
erty Oak Chorus of Freehold represent-
ing the Region in International compe-
tition this fall as the 2009 champion and
wildcard contestants, respectively. High
school and college-aged women from
the region will perform as members of
the Young Women In Harmony (YWIH)
Chorus.

Tickets can be purchased in advance
or at the door and are priced as follows:
Quartet and Chorus contests, $25 each;
Show of Champions, $20; all events,
$60; and students, through college with
identification, $5 per event. Children
under 6-years-old can attend any event
for free.

The schedule is as follows: April 23,
5:30 p.m., Quartet Contest, immedi-
ately following Quartet Contest is YWIH
Chorus (requires Quartet Contest ticket);
April 24, 1 p.m., Chorus Contest and 8
p.m., Show of Champions, and April 25,
10 a.m., Mass Sing (free).

To order tickets, contact Jan
MacCaskill at (973) 625-0342 or
jimaccas@juno.com.

Young Pianist Competition
Is Accepting Applications

AREA — The Young Pianist Com-
petition of New Jersey has announced
the schedule for its 21st annual Solo,
Young Artist and Cyclical Work Com-
petitions.

Open to either teacher or student,
ages 4 to 18, members of Young Pianist
Competition of New Jersey residing in
the Tri-State area and Pennsylvania,
the competition will consist of two
rounds. The Preliminary Round will be
held on May 1 and 2, and the Final
Round will be held on May 15 and 16.
Both rounds will be held at the Raritan
Valley Community College.

The application deadline for the Solo
and Young Artist divisions is on April 5,
and the Application and DVD Record-
ing deadline for the Cyclical Work Di-
vision is April 19. For competition ap-
plication, rules, required repertoire, as
well as membership information and
application, see youngpianist.org.

In each category, by age and/or rep-
ertoire, a first- and second-place win-
ner will be awarded, as well as a few
honorable mention awards. Gold, sil-
ver and bronze awards will be given to
the highest scores in each division. The
winners will receive various awards,
including cash and will have an oppor-
tunity to perform at the Winner’s Festi-
val Recital held at Weill Recital Hall in
Carnegie Hall in New York City on

June 5.
Young Pianist Competition of New

Jersey is also affiliated with Festival
Musica in Laguna (Venice, July 2010),
which offers a comprehensive work-
shop with orchestra, and recitals for
pianists, with a concerto concentration.
The Concerto Workshop is opened to
two divisions: Junior ages 6 to 16, and
Senior 17, Professional Level. Both
divisions work in lessons and rehears-
als with Orchestra Sinfonica del Festi-
val di Chioggia under the direction on
Maestro Pietro Perini.

The 2010 Concerto repertoire is as
follows: Junior Division, age 6 to 12
inclusive, Bach: Piano Concerto in F
Minor, BWV 1056; Haydn: Piano
Concerto in D Major, Hob. XVIII:
11, and any Haydn Divertimentos.
Age 13 to 16 inclusive, Bach: Piano
Concerto in F Minor, BWV 1056;
Beethoven: Piano Concerto No. 3 in
C Minor, Op. 37, Mozart Piano Con-
certo No. 14 in E-flat Major, K. 449.
Senior Division, age 17 and up,
Beethoven: Piano Concerto No. 3 in
C minor, Op. 37; Brahms: Piano Con-
certo No. 1 in D Minor, Op. 15, and
Mozart: Piano Concerto No. 21 in C
Major, K. 467.

For further information, visit
youngpianist.org or e-mail
ypcnjoffice@gmail.com.

PULLING STRINGS…Second grad-
ers in Donna Pedde’s class at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School learned
basic violin skills from classmate Judy
Minnium of Scotch Plains, who served
as Teacher of the Day on March 4. She
brought 11 violins to school for the
children to use, and she taught them
about the parts of the instrument and
how to play a few tunes. Judy is the
daughter of Peter and Ann Minnium of
Scotch Plains. Her brothers, George
and Peter, Jr., also attend Wardlaw-
Hartridge.

WF’s Smith Performs
On Tour of North Wales

WESTFIELD – Green Mountain
College (GMC) student Elizabeth Smith
of Westfield performed with the
college’s choir on a six-concert tour of
North Wales from March 8 through 13.

The choir makes annual tours to per-
form for Welsh communities across the
United States and visits Wales every
four years.

Led by music director and associate
professor of music James Cassarino,
the GMC choir is the only American
college choir to perform Welsh hymns
and folksongs at each of its perfor-
mances.

Highlights of the trip included a ben-
efit concert March 11 with the Ruthin
Choir at Tabernacle Church in Ruthin,
with proceeds going to Haiti earth-
quake victims. Forty-four GMC stu-
dents participated in the tour. Before
the performance, students were inter-
viewed for a story that aired on BBC
News.

WESTFIELD – “There definitely
will be magic” on Saturday, May 1 at
Echo Lake Country Club, promised
Mary-Beth Phillips, chairwoman of
Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s 2010
Gala Benefit Committee.

According to Ms. Phillips, in addi-
tion to the “smooth strains” of the dance
band Groove, the theme for the evening,
“MUSIC … It’s Magic,” will be contin-
ued throughout the night by live perfor-
mances delivered by professional en-
tertainers and musicians of several
musical genres, including classical,
show tunes, jazz and pop.

Ms. Phillips added, “The committee
has been working closely with the coun-
try club’s executive chef, Charles
Fredericks, and manager, John Gomez,
to provide a gourmet menu that culmi-
nates in a stupendous offering we are
calling our ‘dessert finale’ created es-
pecially for the occasion.”

The gala event is produced annually
by the symphony board and its Friends’
group to finance concerts and commu-
nity outreach that are not funded by
ticket sales or public funding.

David Wroe, music director of the
orchestra, said, “It is essential that we
get private citizens involved in our fund-
ing efforts, for it is they and their chil-
dren who benefit most from our various
programs.”

“In addition to a 50/50 cash raffle

limited to 3,000 chances, the commit-
tee has a group of unique items for
auction,” said Debby Burslem, who
chairs the acquisition process.

Some of the items to be auctioned
live during the evening by state Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick include such
get-away packages as a three-night stay
at the Grand Hyatt Hong Kong with
Club Harbor view room and Grand
Club access; a night at the Ritz Carlton
in Westchester, N.Y. with breakfast for
two; a night’s Park View accommoda-
tion at the Park Hyatt in Chicago; a day
trip for two couples by plane to Nan-
tucket courtesy of Falcon Printers and a
day cruise aboard a private yacht.

For further information about
Westfield Symphony or the gala, the
public is invited to call its office, at
(908) 232-9400, weekdays from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m.

Galeria West Welcomes
April’s First Friday

WESTFIELD – First Friday contin-
ues tomorrow, April 2, at 7 p.m., at the
Galeria West Art Gallery, located at 111
Quimby Street in downtown Westfield.
Violinist Yuri Turchyn and his quintet
Grupo Yuri will bring their original
Latin-jazz and world-music sounds.

Tickets are priced at $10 per per-
son. Advance tickets are available
online at BrownPaperTickets.com
(enter Friday Music Series @ Galeria
West for event search). For more event
information and reservations, call
(908) 301-9496 or visit TeatroSi.com.

Ritz Theater Hosts Fundraiser
For New Advocacy Center

ELIZABETH — Next month, chil-
dren and their parents will gather in
Elizabeth for a morning of music,
laughter and fun, as stars from the
Nick Jr. television network gather
on stage at the Ritz Theater in Eliza-
beth. For all the zany costumes, hand-
clapping songs, and props that elicit
big smiles, there is a larger, more
meaningful purpose behind the con-
cert.

The whole goal is to raise money
for the Union County Child Advo-
cacy Center. The center will move
from is existing location to a newly
purchased building in the spring of
2011.

A non-profit group, Friends of the
Union County Child Advocacy Cen-
ter (CAC), will host the concert with
Dirty Sock FunTime Band and
Donovon Patton of Team Umizoomi
and formerly Joe of “Blue’s Clues”
will perform on Saturday, May 1, at
the Ritz, said Victor Richel, chair-
man of the group.

Tickets are $15 each and the stars
will be available after the show for
pictures, said Richel. Since 1995,
the CAC has provided investigative,
legal, medical and therapeutic ser-
vices to more than 2,300 child vic-
tims of sexual and physical abuse in
all 21 municipalities in Union
County.

According to Union County Pros-

ecutor Ted Romankow, the Child Ad-
vocacy Center needs to move into a
new location due to a doubling of
cases since 2004, and the building in
Elizabeth will be able to handle the
CAC’s growing needs.

“Among the most heinous crimes
that my office prosecutes are those
against children. These innocent and
vulnerable members of society de-
serve our best efforts should they
fall victim to a crime or abuse,” Mr.
Romankow said.

CAC has worked to help child
victims and to give them a safe ha-
ven where they can safely receive
therapy and support while the legal
staff vigorously pursues their attack-
ers. There are 16 staff members who
work at the center, tending to the
more than 1,000 people who visit
and utilize the center’s resources each
year.

Mr. Romankow said the current
facility is outdated, under-sized, and
inadequate to meet the sensitive
needs of these vulnerable children
and their families. He said the facil-
ity lacks sufficient space to properly
conduct investigations and individual
and family counseling.

Friends of the Child Advocacy
Center has set up a website at union
countychildadvocacy.com. Informa-
tion about the May 1 concert is avail-
able at the site.


