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Library Reveals Calendar
Of ‘Amazing April’ Events

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library, located at 411 Third Av-
enue, will present “Amazing April”
with a variety of activities for chil-
dren and adults. Prior to that, the
library will be closed on Friday and
Saturday, April 2 and 3, in obser-
vance of the Easter holiday.

A Jack-in-the-Box Craft activity
will take place on Thursday, April 8,
at 3:15 p.m. Participation will be lim-
ited to 20 children in grades 2 and up.
Registration is required.

From Monday, April 12, through
Saturday, April 17, the library will
celebrate National Library Week. As a
thank you to all those who have visited
the library, coffee, tea and treats will
be available all week for the adults.

For all library borrowers, it also
will be “Amnesty Week.” Any book
or other item can be returned that
week without fines or any questions
asked, no matter how long the item is
overdue. Items may be returned in
person or in the outdoor book drop.
(Videos and audio materials must be
returned inside, not in the book drop).

On Wednesday, April 14, Dr. An-
gus Kress Gillespie will present a
program at 7 p.m. on The New Jersey
Devil, said to reside in the state’s Pine
Barrens. Dr. Gillespie is a professor
at Rutgers University and considered
an expert on New Jersey.

The Garwood Book Discussion

Group will meet on Monday, April
19, at 1 p.m. to discuss “Wednesday
Sisters” by Meg Waite Clayton. Any-
one wishing to join the group, or
needing a copy of the book, is asked
to call the library.

On Tuesday, April 20, school board
elections will be held in the library
for the Third and Fourth Districts.
Polls will be open from 2 to 9 p.m.

Author and former Garwood resi-
dent Tom Perrotta will be at the li-
brary on Wednesday, April 21, at 7
p.m. to discuss his works. Some of his
fiction has been turned into film, most
notably Election, starring Matthew
Broderick, and Little Children, star-
ring Kate Winslet. He also has writ-
ten “Bad Haircut,” “The Wishbones,”
“Joe College” and “The Abstinence
Teacher.”

Ongoing programs at the library
include Toddler Story Time at 10:30
a.m. on Wednesdays and Movie Time!
on Fridays at 10 a.m.

To register for these programs, call
the Garwood Public Library at (908)
789-1670, register in person at the
library’s Circulation Desk or sign up
online at the library’s interactive cal-
endar found on its website,
youseemore.com/garwood. Library
hours are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday
through Thursday; 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
on Friday and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Saturday.

College Club Announces
Luncheon Entertainment

Kristen Shaughnessy

SCOTCH PLAINS – The College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will
hold its annual fashion show and lun-
cheon, entitled “An Atlantic Adven-
ture,” on Sunday, April 11. It will take
place from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the
Shackamaxon Country Club,
located at 1607 Shackamaxon
Drive in Scotch Plains. Lord
& Taylor of Westfield will
provide the fashions.

Kristen Shaughnessy, a
news anchor for NY One
News and a local resident,
will serve as Master of Cer-
emonies. Also included in the
entertainment will be a song
performed by a female high
school student. Piano accompaniment
will be by Skip Ungar, a friend of the
College Club.

In addition, the fashion show-lun-
cheon will feature a 50/50 drawing,
Select-A-Gift baskets and a silent auc-

tion.
Among the silent auction prizes will

be a three-night stay at a Troy, Vt.
home; a week’s stay at a cottage in
Carmarthen, South Wales; tennis les-
sons; two nights at the Manhattan Club

in New York City;
autographed books by Wendy
Mass, an award-winning
young adult author; Jets foot-
ball tickets; Rutgers football
tickets with tailgate meal and
drinks; a five-course home-
made Italian dinner and drinks
for eight in the chef’s Scotch
Plains home; a round of golf
for four and lunch at the
Shackamaxon Country Club.

Proceeds from the event will go
directly to providing college scholar-
ships for young women in the local
community. Tickets are $40 and can
be purchased by calling Marie or
Renate at (908) 889-0200.

UCC President to Address
Historical Society Luncheon
WESTFIELD –Thomas H. Brown,

president of Union County College
(UCC), will discuss “Union County
College for Over Seventy-Five Years
and Union County College in 2010”
at the First Wednesday Luncheon of
the Westfield Historical Society. The
luncheon will take place at noon on
April 7 at the Echo Lake Country
Club, located at 515 Springfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Shortly after his 1990 arrival at UCC,
Mr. Brown guided strategic initiatives
that resulted in the renovation and
expansion of the college’s urban cam-
puses in Plainfield and Elizabeth. He
currently leads projects that included
a major expansion of the library build-
ing on the Cranford campus and the
planned construction of a new multi-
story building that will more than
double the size of the Elizabeth cam-
pus, and also future expansion in
Plainfield.

UCC annually serves more than
36,000 students at its campuses in

Cranford, Elizabeth, Plainfield and
Scotch Plains, as well as multiple
additional off-campus sites.

Programs spearheaded by Mr.
Brown include joint programs in
professional nursing conducted in
cooperation with Muhlenberg Re-
gional and Trinitas School of Nurs-
ing and a Regional Health Educa-
tion Center operated jointly with
the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey.

The Center for Economic and
Workforce Development (CEWD)
provides basic skills and job train-
ing for the unemployed or under-
employed. Within CEWD, the UCC
Industry-Business Institute offers
customized training to the em-
ployer/employee community.

All those wishing to attend the
luncheon are asked to make a reser-
vation by calling (908) 233-2930
by noon on Monday, April 5. The
cost of the luncheon is $18, includ-
ing gratuity.

St. Paul’s Church to Honor
Triduum Starting Tonight

WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church will offer the Triduum, or
the solemn ancient liturgies of
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and
Easter. The community is invited to
participate in these services and to
celebrate Easter with the parish.

The Maundy Thursday service will
begin at 8 p.m. tonight, April 1, and
will include the Foot Washing, The
Lord’s Supper and the Stripping of
the Altar, followed by a one-hour
Vigil in the Chapel. The music, sung
by St. Paul’s Choir, will include com-
positions by Mawby and Franz Peter
Schubert.

For the church’s Good Friday ob-
servance tomorrow, April 2, the lit-
urgy will begin at noon, again featur-
ing the choir, which will sing music
by Bach and Hallock. The Reverend
Andrew Hamersley, rector, will
preach. The Children’s Liturgy will
follow at 3:30 p.m. in the parish hall.

The Great Vigil of Easter will be-
gin on Holy Saturday, April 3, at 8
p.m. The roots of this ancient liturgy
go back to the early church and in-
clude Prophetic Readings, Baptism
and the first Eucharist of Easter. This
service begins in almost total dark-
ness and ends in the light of the Feast
of the Resurrection with the pealing
of the bells of St. Paul’s.

Easter Day will be celebrated on
Sunday, April 4. Three services will
be held, including the 7:45 a.m. Eu-
charist with hymns; the 9 a.m. Family
Eucharist with hymns and the Flow-
ering of the Cross by the children of
the parish, and the 11:15 a.m. Festal
Choral Eucharist featuring the St.
Paul’s Treble and Parish Choirs with

brass quintet and percussion, all un-
der the direction of Charles Banks.
The Reverend Hamersley will pre-
side and deliver the Easter Message.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is lo-
cated at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield. For more information, call
(908) 232-8506 or visit
stpaulswestfield.org.
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FUNDING REVIEW…The Westfield United Fund’s Fund Distribution Commit-
tee analyzes requests for financial support for 2011. Committee members, pic-
tured left to right, are: Seated, Julie Tarr, Charlie Weidman, Chairperson Colleen
Echausse, Jeff Pinkin, Sheila Rippe and Liz Miller, and standing, Rick Malacrea,
Jon Walker, Cyndi Salemy, Kate Fleschler, Stan Ehrlich and Kevin Fitzpatrick.
Missing from the photograph are Lou Francz and Paul Zoidis.

WUF Conducting Review
Of 2011 Funding Requests

WESTFIELD – Growing needs and
shrinking funds seems to be the mantra
of agencies that serve the most vulner-
able populations, and the 19 agencies
that have applied for funding from the
Westfield United Fund are no different.

Colleen Echausse, chairperson of
the Fund Distribution Committee, chal-
lenges her group to distribute over half
of a million dollars among agencies
that transport senior citizens, deliver
meals to homebound citizens, provide
shelter and counseling to domestic abuse
victims and counsel the depressed, as
well as providing other services.

For Mrs. Echausse, whose com-
mittee is charged with reviewing fund-
ing for programs from the Westfield
United Fund’s member agencies, the
task is more challenging this year due
to the economic climate.

“With contributions down, many of
these non-profits are experiencing wait
lists for services,” she said. “And in an
economy like this, the non-profits are
finding that their client base is increas-
ing. People are hurting.”

The 14 residents on the Fund Dis-
tribution Committee spend hundreds
of hours over a three-month period,
interviewing agency directors, re-
viewing financial information and
evaluating the effectiveness of pro-
grams and services.

Each agency is responsible for an-
swering questions on the achieve-
ments of their programs, how many
people they are serving, what alterna-
tive sources of income are available
to them, and what problems they could
encounter in the next year.

After reviewing and evaluating the
agencies’ requests, the committee then
debates and deliberates the needs of
both the community and each agency
to determine how the funds are to be
allocated.

“This year’s combination of in-
creasing needs and fewer available
funds make the allocation process
more difficult,” said David Foltz,
president of the Westfield United Fund
Board of Trustees.

Once the Westfield United Fund
Board of Trustees approves the final
recommendations from the commit-
tee, the 2010 campaign goal will be
established and the money raised will

be distributed beginning in 2011.
Throughout the entire process, Mrs.

Echausse said, the Fund Distribution
Committee never loses sight of the
residents who donate to the Westfield
United Fund.

“The caring and financial support
of our residents truly reflects the
Westfield spirit of outreach and giv-
ing to others,” she said. “They can be
comforted by the knowledge that their
gift will go far – but not far away.”

Westfield United Fund member
agencies include: The American Red
Cross, The Arc of Union County, the
Boy Scouts, Central Jersey Legal Ser-
vices, the Cerebral Palsy League, Com-
munity Access Unlimited, CONTACT
We Care, the Girl Scouts, the Jewish
Community Center, Jewish Family
Services, Mobile Meals of Westfield,
Prevention Links, UCPC Behavioral
Healthcare, Visiting Nurse Service
System, the Westfield Community
Center, the Westfield Day Care Cen-
ter, the Westfield Area “Y,” YWCA
Eastern Union County and Youth and
Family Counseling Service.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Meet on April 12

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will meet on Mon-
day, April 12, at 1:30 p.m. in the Holy
Trinity Interparochial School gym-
nasium on First Street in Westfield.

The Caring Sharing Network will
be represented at this meeting. Lois
Shanker from Right at Home, Donna
Occhipinto from Visiting Physicians
Services, Joy Kleinman from Beltone
Hearing Care and Nancy Rager from
the Center for Hope Hospice will
each give a short summary of ser-
vices available to senior citizens in
the Union County area.

“Our objective is to arm seniors
with information they need before an
unexpected situation occurs,” said Ms.
Shanker.

Attendees also will be able to sign
up at the meeting for a trip on the
River Lady out of Toms River on
Tuesday, June 8. The trip will include
a luncheon served on board and time
afterwards for a visit to Point Pleas-
ant. The cost of the trip is $52.

Baker Focused on Reducing
Powers of Federal Gov.
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Seventh genera-
tion Westfielder Bruce Baker once
considered running for political of-
fice some 40 years ago but opted not
to do so at the advice of his father, a
Westfield councilman in the 1950s
and former head of the Union County
Republican Party. Now, the younger
Baker has decided to run for Con-
gress by challenging freshman in-
cumbent Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)
and two others in the June Primary.

“I am not in it for the cocktail
parties. I am going down there to
raise hell,” Mr. Baker said during a
Thursday interview at the offices of
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. If elected, he
vowed to work at repealing a number
of pieces of legislation that he feels
are unconstitutional, the first being
the healthcare bill signed by Presi-
dent Barack Obama last week.

The candidate admitted that any
repeal effort would likely fail, even if
Republicans recapture majority in the
House and United States Senate this
November, as President Obama would
veto any such legislation.

The candidate supports a number of
healthcare reforms including allowing
interstate healthcare insurance to in-
crease competition while lowering in-
surance premiums, personal healthcare
accounts that would follow a worker
from job to job, and tort reform to
reduce malpractice insurance costs. Mr.
Baker said the actual number of Ameri-
cans who cannot afford healthcare is
around six to eight million, not the 32
million given by Democrats. He said
many of these persons have opted out of
health insurance.

A former president of Westfield His-
torical Society 20 years ago, Mr. Baker
has been involved in a number of differ-
ent employment areas. He ran a minor
league baseball team after graduating
college, then operated  his own adver-
tising agency for 20 years before start-
ing his own golf-putter company, which
he still owns in addition to being a
licensed real-estate appraiser.

He has been active in the Westfield
community over the years including
having coached youth soccer and foot-
ball, and volunteering with the Jay-
cees and the Optimist Club.

Mr. Baker said the federal
government’s increasing debt, now
$12 trillion, along with unfunded li-
abilities of $125 trillion in Medicare
and Social Security entitlement pro-
grams, combined with the new na-
tional healthcare program, will cause
a jump in inflation as the federal gov-
ernment has to bring in more currency.

“Inflation is a tax. And it hits the
middle class most of all,” he said.

The candidate said the federal De-
partments of Education, Interior and
Homeland Security should be disbanded.

“The federal government has gained
enough power that if they gain a little
more I think it’s going to be all over,”
Mr. Baker said. “I think the Republic as
we’ve known it is going to be all over…
Rather than a Republic we are going to
be dealing with an oligarchy… And I
don’t like that. I don’t like people tell-
ing me how I am going to run my life.”

Mr. Baker also opposes expanding
citizenship of children born in the
United States to illegal aliens, but
does favor increasing the quotas for
immigrant and migrant workers.

“A majority of people do not pay
federal income taxes… So, there is a
few pulling the cart and a lot sitting in
the cart being pulled, and that’s not

sustainable in a Republic that is go-
ing to last,” Mr. Baker explained. He
favors a flat tax based on gross in-
come levels, saying everyone must
pay at little some federal taxes. He
also wants the federal capital gains
and estate taxes eliminated, saying
these are both double taxes.

Mr. Baker said one area that would
significantly help the economy is off-
shore drilling, saying the nation could
become energy independent within five
years. “[Lance] said he wouldn’t vote
for off-shore drilling because it would
hurt the New Jersey tourism industry.
Well that’s nonsense, absolute non-
sense,” Mr. Baker said. “Any of the
drilling rigs would be over the horizon
out of site… You already have the oil
tanker traffic (headed to area refiner-
ies) whether you drill there or not.”

He said offshore drilling would
“create several million high-paying
jobs” as opposed to cap-and-trade,
which, he said, would “cost two-and-
a-half-million” jobs.

“At a time when we need a bounce
in the economy, not to do that (off-
shore drilling) is to me just unforgiv-
able,” Mr. Baker said.

He also supports drilling in the
Bakken oil field in Montana, North
Dakota and Saskatchewan in Canada
for oil shale. “There is more oil re-
serves in that one field than that under-
lies all of the Middle East,” Mr. Baker
reasoned. “And we have thousands of
years of natural gas [reserves].”

He said the nation is an oil-based
economy, which includes plastics,
petrochemicals used to fertilize many
food products and in the manufactur-
ing of clothes and household prod-
ucts, etc., and thus reducing carbon
emissions would not eliminate the
nation’s the need for oil.

Mr. Baker said he plans to stay in
the race to the end despite pressures
from what he termed the GOP “estab-
lishment” to drop out and let Mr.
Lance retain the seat. “This is the
establishment taking care of them-
selves,” he said.

In addition to Mr. Lance of Clinton
Township (Hunterdon County), Lon
Hosford of Alexandria (Hunterdon
County) and David Larsen of Oldwick
(Somerset County) join the Congres-
sional race with Mr. Baker. Democrat
Ed Potosak of North Plainfield
(Middlesex County) is unopposed in
the Democratic Party primary.

CONGRESSIONAL VISIT TO LI-
BRARY – Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
7th) will visit the Fanwood Memorial
Library on Friday, April 9, from 3 to
4 p.m. to host a free and open event to
help patrons of the library under-
stand what the newly signed
healthcare bill means and the impact
of this historic and crucial bill. The
last time Mr. Lance visited the
Fanwood Memorial Library was to
participate in Secretary of Education
Arne Duncan’s kickoff of the Sum-
mer of Service last June. For more
information, call the library at (908)
322-6400 or visit fanwoodlibrary.org.
The Fanwood Memorial Library is
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road.
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Realtors Collecting
Women’s Job Attire

WESTFIELD – The Greater Union
County Association of Realtors is col-
lecting business clothing for women,
to be used by job applicants who do
not have appropriate apparel for em-
ployment interviews. The drive will
continue through Thursday, April 29.

Now in its 14th year, the drive has
been successful in garnering many
donations from Realtor members and
the community. All items collected
will be given to agencies throughout
Union County that assist job appli-
cants in retaining their dignity when
they go off welfare to meet prospec-
tive employers.

Anyone wishing to donate busi-
ness clothes for the drive may bring
items to the office of the Greater
Union County Association of Real-
tors, 767 Central Avenue in Westfield,
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday. Garments
should be clean and in wearable con-
dition. For further information, call
the Association at (908) 232-9000.


