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April 2010 EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
Hours: M-Th  9:30 am - 9 pm  Fri  and Sat 9:30 am - 5 pm  Sun  1 - 5 pm 

Closed April 2 for Good Friday and April 4 for Easter 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Westfield cardholders only))

4/5  7:00 pm New Computer Class: Facebook (intermediate) 

4/6  7:00 pm Nostalgia Big Band-At Town Hall 425 E Broad St.

4/7 10:00 am Computer Class: Genealogy on the Internet (in’t.)

4/8  7:00 pm A Better Way to Guide Your Child through the 
College Admissions Process by Marilee Jones 

4/9  1:30 pm TGIF! The Romantic Poets-Byron, Shelley, Keats 

4/10 10:00 am Computer Class: Intro to the Internet (beginner) 

4/12  7:00 pm Banjo Rascals Musical Group 

4/21  7:00 pm Fiction Book Club: “Pope Joan” 

4/28  2 and 6 pm Foreign Film: “The Valet” French, Rated PG 13 

4/29  7:00 pm The Long, Continuing War between NJ and NYC 

4/30  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie Week: “Bringing Up Baby” 

4/1  6:00 pm Lego Club-Sign up at 908.789.4090 x 3 (gr 1 - 5) 

4/5, 12, 19, 26 10:00 am Tots’ Storytime (ages 2½ to 3½ yrs) 

4/6, 13, 27  1:30 pm Preschool Storytime (ages 3½ to 5 yrs) 

4/7, 14, 21, 28 10:00 am Preschool Storytime (ages 3½ to 5 yrs) 

4/8, 15, 22, 19 10:00 am Toddler Time (babies & toddlers up to age 3) 

4/9, 16, 23, 30  3:45 pm Aesop’s Fable (elementary school) 

4/13  7:00 pm Earth Day Family Storytime  (all ages) 

4/24 10:30 am Grupo ñ Spanish-Language Storytime            
(0 – 6 yrs)  Open to the public. Spanish only. 

CLASSIFIEDS

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator

Save WF School Programs Through
Staff Cuts, WEA Foregoing Increases
Last Tuesday night, with about 150

fellow Westfield citizens, I attended the
Westfield Board of Education (BOE)
meeting held at the high school. I learned/
observed the following:

The BOE made a mistake by approv-
ing a new three-year teacher contract
with the teacher’s union, New Jersey
[Westfield] Education Association sev-
eral weeks ago. Why did it approve the
contract with no outs before knowing
what the state funding situation was go-
ing to be? This was an error in judgment
in my opinion, pure and simple. Further-
more, we are living in a different environ-
ment different than in the past they react
to this. The old rules had changed even
before the state’s devastating news be-
cause the private sector economy is suf-
fering big time. Getting the health insur-
ance coverage to change to include co-
pays rather than a full-blown health in-
demnity plan was a good thing, but was
long overdue. The 3.9-percent annual
salary increase for three years at a time
when many of private sector slugs are
either out of work or happy to be just
receiving the same salary and probably
no bonus is outrageous.

Much blame was directed at Education
Commissioner Bret Schundler for mis-
leading the BOE into thinking the worst-
case reduction would be 15 percent and at
Governor Christie for the magnitude of the
cuts. However, the real culprit is our New
Jersey Supreme Court and the school Fund-
ing Formula agreement that former Gov-
ernor Corzine’s administration reached
with the court only last year that calls for
disproportionate funding to so-called
Abbott School districts, of which Westfield
is not one. In order to issue a budget that
would pass the state Supreme Court mus-
ter, the state funding of all school districts

were cut by an amount equal to 5 percent
of each district’s overall school budget
rather than cutting proportionately to the
amount of aid received. In Westfield’s
case, we receive a little more than 5 percent
of our budget from the state, so it meant
almost all of it. In the case of Elizabeth, for
example, the cut amounts to approximately
$19.5 million, but since 70 percent of its
budget comes from the state, it still leaves
them with approximately over $253 mil-
lion of state tax dollars. Westfield’s entire
school budget is under $89 million. Be less
angry with the governor, but very angry at
our Supreme Court for its history of legis-
lating from the bench.

The budget presented appeared to be
thoughtful and fair with an even amount
of pain allocated to school programs and
the district’s school staff. However, The
Westfield Leader, March 25 edition, re-
ported that 10 of the 12 planned teacher
cuts are coming from retirements. Sud-
denly, the pain did not seem as shared as
I originally thought. That means the pain
suffered in our school programs and to
our students does not compare to the
teacher union pain.

The increase in annual teacher com-
pensation from the new contract is ap-
proximately $1.9 million per year, which
is very close to the annual $2.2 million of
personnel cuts required in the budget. I
would like to see the staffing cuts called
for in the budget and for the teacher’s
union to forego their salary increases (hey,
everyone else has) in order to save many
of the school programs that are being cut.
If they are not willing to agree to this,
perhaps some real layoffs to the teaching
staff should be discussed in lieu of some
of our great programs being cut.

Richard Sauerwein
Westfield

Watchdogs Will Videotape
2010 Freeholder Meetings

Union County wants 48 hours notice if
you plan on video taping their meetings.
No matter if your camera is smaller than
a pen.

Bruce Paterson and I went to the trouble
of video taping the 2010 budget hearings
so we could provide them to the public
A.S.A.P. via the Internet. The county
records these meetings, but they do not
broadcast them. They don’t upload any of
their meetings to the Internet. Recordings
of the hearings would have to be obtained
through the OPRA (Open Public Records
Request Act), which gives government
up to seven business days to respond to a
request.

The county’s extensive Office of Pub-
lic Information was in attendance at these
hearings, their participation consisted of
sitting in the audience; $400,751 in sala-
ries doesn’t buy the New Jersey taxpayer
much services these days.

You would think I’d get a thank you
letter from the PI (Public Information)
Department for bringing this information
to the public while they kicked back and
relaxed.

Instead I received an e-mail from the
clerk reminding me of the board’s policy
relative to providing advanced notice for
recording public meetings of the Free-
holder Board. (The following was taken
from the freeholder clerk’s e-mail re-
sponse.) A request to record the meeting
should be provided to me at least 48 hours
prior to the meeting. I have not received
any requests from you recently to record
any public meetings or the budget hear-

ings. As a courtesy, you will be permitted
to record tonight’s budget hearings and
regular meeting if you desire. Kindly
provide adequate notice for future meet-
ings.

I responded: In Tarus vs. Pine Hill
Borough Council the New Jersey Su-
preme Court ruled unanimously in favor
of Tarus a citizen from Camden County
who was arrested after he tried to video-
tape two Pine Hill Borough Council meet-
ings in 2000. “Video cameras today are
like the quill pens used hundreds of years
ago to chronicle the actions of govern-
ment, and New Jersey residents have a
common-law right to use them to record
public meetings” wrote the court.

The court went on to say that govern-
mental agencies can impose “reasonable
guidelines” to make sure the recording
does not disrupt their official business. I
don’t believe they’d agree that having to
notify Union County 48 hours in advance
that I will be sitting in the audience using
my modern day quill pen is reasonable.
My video camera is 4-and-a-half inches
in length; a pen is 5-and-a-half inches.
What silly attorney would want to stand
before the Supreme Court and argue that
one?

A representative of the Union County
Watchdog Association will be video-re-
cording freeholder meetings for the re-
mainder of 2010.

Tina Renna, President
Union County Watchdog Association,

Inc.
Cranford

MOVING SALE

Saturday, April 3, 9AM-2PM
747 Dorian Road, Westfield

Everything must go...
Furniture, toys, children’s gear,

clothes, electronics, kitchen-
ware, books, & much more.

WESTFIELD HOUSE SHARE

Single family home 3 blocks
from train station. Share house +
garage. Cable, A/C, and W/D.

$950 per month + util.
(908) 205-2307

WESTFIELD

1Bdr, 1.5Ba, $1,100 1-1/2 month
sec+ults. Newly renovated 2nd fl
of 2-fam house. No pets. Walk to
train and town, off st pk, yard,
eat-in kit, A/C, carpeting.

(908) 377-3538

PART TIME DRIVER NEEDED

$10/hr. Need afterschool driver/
caregiver 2-3 days a week in Wfd
3-6:30pm. Must have own car.

Contact by email at
resumes123464@aol.com

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Large active Union County Reform
Synagogue seeks FT
Administrative Assistant to start
immediately. Need extremely
detail-oriented self-starter with big
picture vision, superb people,
organizational, telephone and
computer skills, all Microsoft Office
programs. Must be flexible, multi-
tasking, highly organized team
player with office experience.
Knowledge of Jewish holidays and
customs a must. Send resume
and salary history to:

 cshane@tewnj.org
or mail to:

Temple Emanu-El
c/o Carolyn Shane
756 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090

or fax:
(908) 233-3959

Attention: Carolyn Shane
No Phone Calls!

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing. Very hard working & detail
oriented. Take pleasure in what I
like to do. 5 years exp, good prices.

(862) 307-3481

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

PROFESSIONAL OFFICES

Westfield
400 sq. ft., $750

500 sq. ft., 3 days $600
Contact Dr. Parsons

(908) 233-2626

APARTMENT FOR RENT

WEEHAWKEN- 3 Bedroom in
2 Family, off-st parking, laundry,
minutes to NYC, No pets. $1750
(201) 864-7024 leave message

or email
WeehawkenApt@goleader.com

CHILDREN’S CLOTHING

Gently used top-brand children’s
clothing at Milk Money
consignment shop. We’re a small
shop with BIG bargains!

Phone (908) 272-5437
Hours: M,W,F 9-5, Sat 10-2

6 Eastman St., Cranford

SUMMER RNTL - SEASIDE PK

3BR, 2 bath, EIK, LR, CA,
outdoor shower. 1 blk to beach,

beach badges & more!
Contact: (908) 654-0919

VACATION RENTAL - MD

Island Living on Eastern Shore of
MD. Waterview, Cape Home.
Wknd, Wkly, Start at $100. per
night. Sleeps 6-8. Kayak, Crab,
Fish, Bike. Call (443) 521-3657.

NEW HOME FOR SALE

Scotch Plains - Newly Constructed
Home $689,000 For Sale by
Owner. 2,800 sq ft CHC, 4BR, 2.5
Ba. short walk to town/NYC trans
and church. Home offers a grand
floor plan with 9 ft ceilings, open
foyer, HW flrs, FP LR FR DR.
Stainless Ktchn appl, granite tops,
wine fridge. LGE Master Suite with
walk-in closets and luxurious
Master bath. Add’l features incl
walk-up attic, 1st & 2nd laundry, 2
car garage and much more.

2016 Westfield Ave
Scotch Plains
(908) 377-8829

OFFICE HELP / CUSTOMER SER

Springfield sales office looking
for help answering phones and
entering orders. Experience with
QuickBooks helpful.

Email resume to
joeschreiber@optonline.net

or mail to
PO Box 145

Springfield, NJ 07081-0145

NJ Budget Proposes to
Increase PAAD Co-Pay

There is no good news in the New
Jersey state budget for those on low- or
fixed-incomes. The current budget pro-
posal includes increasing the brand name
drug co-pays from $7 to $15 for the state’s
PAAD (Pharmaceutical Assistance to the
Aged and Disabled program) beneficia-
ries. Let’s remember, individuals partici-
pate in PAAD because they meet certain
income limit guidelines. These are not the
people to turn to when looking for ways to
balance a strained budget. In addition,
PAAD beneficiaries are facing a large
deductible of $310. Until now, there has
been no deductible. That’s an increase
that most people will not be able to ab-
sorb.

 AARP is concerned that this will pre-
vent PAAD beneficiaries from purchas-
ing the drugs they need when they need
them. It should be noted that low-income
seniors will be confronted with these new
costs in January 2011 at the same time
they are required to pay their Medicare
Part B premiums. This could impact more
than 100,000 of our most vulnerable se-
niors in PAAD. It can be expected that
many caught in this triple-whammy will
simply be unable to able to afford the
increased costs. They could very well cut
back on their prescriptions and endanger
their lives.

Patricia Kelmar
Associate State Director

AARP New Jersey

Senate Bill S450 Will Increase
Admin. Costs and Property Taxes

The Impact of Congressman Lance’s
‘Yes’ Vote on Cap-and-Trade

Countywide school districts will in-
crease administrative costs and property
taxes statewide

Passage of NJ Senate bill, S450, would
eliminate all local school administrators
over the level of principal and consolidate
all school districts within each county
under the control of the executive county
superintendent. S450 would have New
Jersey adopt Maryland’s consolidated
county school system model. The state of
Maryland eliminated all local school of-
ficials beyond the level of principal. It
consolidated all of its local schools serv-
ing less than one million students state-
wide within one of its 24 countywide
school districts under an executive county
superintendent.

When Maryland abolished all school
administrators above the level of princi-
pal, it said it was to save money, cut
administrative expenses and cut property
taxes. But Maryland’s total statewide
administrative costs increased rather than
decreased as promised under the consoli-
dated countywide school district because
the executive county superintendent is
not accountable to the voters, which en-
ables him/her to increase staff without
taxpayer input. The ever-increasing cost
of the county’s bureaucracy continued to
more than offset any savings.

In Maryland, for example, the Mont-
gomery County Department of Educa-
tion has an annual operating budget of
about $2 billion with nearly 22,000 em-
ployees despite having a total student
enrollment of less than 138,000. The of-
fice of the executive county superinten-
dent of schools for Montgomery County
employs roughly one administrator for
every six of its students! The Montgom-
ery County consolidated school district
has more than three times the number of
administrators per student than it does
teachers! Contrary to what S450 pur-
ports, it will not provide for a more cost
effective educational system rather it will
increase costs especially administrative

expenses. States that have adopted this
model such as California have increased
costs and taxes.

The implication behind S450 is that it
would somehow save money and enable
the state to lower property taxes by elimi-
nating administrators over the level of
principal. Proponents even suggest un-
substantiated savings of $553 million.
But Maryland’s total statewide adminis-
trative costs increased rather than de-
creased as promised following the imple-
mentation of its consolidated countywide
school district. The experience of such a
model in Maryland contradicts the as-
sumptions inherent in S450 based on its
consolidated county school district con-
trol model for New Jersey.

Rather than add another bureaucracy,
the most effective way to cut property
taxes is to eliminate the tax burden im-
posed by county government. County
government places a tremendous burden
on New Jersey’s taxpayers especially as
compared to those in Connecticut where
county government was eliminated in
1960. New Jersey’s 21 counties combine
to spend over $6.1 billion annually in
property taxes, hold more than $5 billion
in outstanding debt and have over 44,000
employees. Just the three counties of
Union, Essex and Bergen together levy
approximately $1.6 billion in annual prop-
erty taxes.

The question facing New Jersey’s tax-
payers is whether more money would be
saved by eliminating county government
or by adopting countywide school dis-
tricts as advocated by S450. The answer
is straightforward. Saving $6.1 billion
annually in property taxes by eliminating
county government would be the best
way to ease New Jersey’s tax burden
rather than implementing S450 and hop-
ing that an unaccountable county bureau-
cracy will not overspend and overtax as it
does in Maryland.

Stephen Coffin
Summit

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Congressman Leonard Lance and copied
to the newspaper.

I appreciated your e-mail of March 4,
2010, further addressing your support for
the cap-and-trade bill (HR 2454) last sum-
mer and your present stand that you would
not vote for it again. You mentioned that
your initial support was based on the
reduction of our dependence on foreign
oil, national security and a way to clean
energy. These have merit, as well as your
support for nuclear and natural gas power
sources. However, the negative impact of
your vote still exists.

You also mentioned that your support
for this bill has ended, in part since China
and India have not agreed to the emission
limits. As I mentioned before, your initial
support has cost us jobs and that you
failed to perform due diligence regarding
China and India’s support before you
voted “yes”. You have never acknowl-
edged these facts nor accepted responsi-
bility for your actions.

Over the last year, I have advised you
in writing, over the phone and in person
the damage your vote has caused, the jobs
lost and the forecast “green jobs” for the
most part that did not materialize. In fact,
the Star-Ledger on March 9, 2010, ran an
article where the Chief Executive Officer
and Chairman of PSE&G, Ralph Izzo,
stated the following: “Uncertainty about
pending EPA rules on carbon and other
pollutants, as well as the prospect of no
progress on federal cap-and-trade legis-
lation are affecting long-term planning
on capital investments …”

In one our discussions, you mentioned
that executives from PSE&G talked to
you about supporting the bill. It appears
that they [were] unwilling to spend any of

their own money in lieu of taxpayer
money.

I warned you in that the threat of “cap-
and-trade” has frozen the creation of en-
ergy jobs. Look at the various refineries
on the Delaware River that have closed
and laid off hundreds. Now, Mr. Izzo has
written to support my contention.

Without capital spending many em-
ployees from welders to engineers do
not have work. In fact, we see some
domestic “clean energy” jobs being
outsourced to foreign nationals. Are not
solar panels being fabricated in China or
design work being performed in India or
somewhere else? How can we allow this
to happen? Who is keeping jobs in
America? In what country or by whom
will the nuclear and natural gas plants
and any other construction be designed,
procured and fabricated by? We are
thankful for some foreign companies
that employ Americans in this country;
we need to do what we can to bring and
keep these jobs in the USA.

Last time we talked, I mentioned that
you had to go back down to D.C. and
have “cap-and-tax” declared dead and
buried. Just saying that you would not
vote for it again, does not undo the dam-
age your vote has already inflicted on
American workers. We hear that once
healthcare is addressed in D.C., the White
House will be moving on to “cap-and-
trade”. You stated in your e-mail that the
“House-passed energy bill is all but dead
in Congress.” I don’t believe it until it is
buried! The EPA appears to performing
an “End Around” Congress and the
American people. In order to have the
“cap-and-trade” funeral, I ask you to
lead Congressional action to stop the
EPA from taking any further actions that
will cost us more jobs. Therefore, we
need you to sponsor a bill to remove
unproven greenhouse gases from the list
of pollutants that the EPA has jurisdic-
tion over. So far you have ignored my
requests, while your e-mail was appreci-
ated it is too little and too late. I once
again warn you of the further loss of
American jobs to the “cap-and-trade”
bill threat and from foreign sources.

I hope that I don’t have to write you
again with another “I told you so.”

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Healthcare Act ‘Was
The Right Thing to Do’

I just wanted to say how happy I am
that our President’s historic healthcare
reform act finally passed this week.
Though the bill has some flaws – I cer-
tainly wish that Mr. Stupack had left
abortion out of it – I firmly believe that it
was the right thing to do to help get the
middle class on its feet again after the
economic wreckage left in the wake of the
disastrous, fiscally incompetent Bush
administration.

Thank You President Obama, and may
you continue to have the courage, wis-
dom and grace to overcome the fear, lies
and blind hatred of those who want to
prevent our country’s progress. God Bless
America! This is a great day to be an
American! God Bless President Obama!

Tom Pryor
Fanwood

LOST RING - REWARD

40th Anniversary Ring
Lost In or Around Trader Joe’s

in Westfield, NJ.
Please Call Suzanne Brown at

(908) 766-1656

APT FOR RENT

Wychwood Gardens - Feel secure
w/no rent increase for min of 3 yrs
- 2 bdrm, eat-in-kit, lr and dining
area, hardwood flrs, all new kit
appliances, HHW included, 1 car
oversized gar w/storage.
$1,650 p/mo. Call (908) 419-4940.

UCC Golf Tourney
Set for April 26

CRANFORD – The Union County
College (UCC) Foundation’s 18th
Annual Golf Tournament will be held
on Monday, April 26, at Shackamaxon
Golf and Country Club in Scotch
Plains. The tournament enables the
UCC Foundation to raise funds for
exceptional programs and scholar-
ships.

The tournament will kick off at
Shackamaxon at noon. Registration
will begin at 10 a.m. and lunch will be
served at 11 a.m. A putting contest
will be held at 5 p.m. At the conclu-
sion of the tournament, the cocktail
and dinner reception will be held at 6
p.m., and will be followed by a din-
ner, an awards ceremony, and a raffle.

For those who do not golf, reserva-
tions are available for cocktails and
dinner only.

Many opportunities are available
for participation in the tournament at
many sponsorship levels.

For more information, call the
UCC Foundation, at (908) 709-
7505, e-mail Holland Sunyak at
sunyak@ucc.edu, or visit
uccfoundation.org.

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4


