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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
SUN, AINGE. PEREIRA LOOK TO BE THE ‘IRONMEN’

Cougar Track Boys Feel They
Have Bases Covered This Year

HARDMAN, D’ANTICO SET TO LEAD YOUNG SQUAD

Lady Softball Cougars Have
Super Reputation to Uphold

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two Union County Tournament
(UCT) titles, two conference titles,
one sectional title and a 45-6 record
in the past two years will be quite a
reputation to uphold for the Cranford
High School softball team this year.

The Lady Cougars graduated seven
talented seniors from last year’s squad
that won the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 2 title, before losing to
Pequannock for the NJSIAA Group
2 title to finish with a 20-5 record,
and filling those large shoes will defi-
nitely be a challenge.

Part of the good news is, however,
that Cougar ace pitcher Kelly
Hardman, a senior co-captain, re-
turns. Last year, Hardman’s earned
run average (ERA) was below one
run per game. She averaged 10

strikeouts per game to total more than
200 in the 25 games that she was on
the mound. Additionally, Hardman
allowed only one home run last year.

“Kelly Hardman is the premier
pitcher in Union County, so that is
going to take a little bit of a load off
these young freshman, who are going
to be forced to play this year. Hope-
fully, we can get them ready in time
for our opener against G[overnor]
L[ivingston],” said Bob Bruno, in his
third year as Cougar Head Coach.
“Kelly’s ERA was .34, which made
her ERA one of the best in the state.
I wouldn’t say that she is a strikeout
pitcher. She is more of a control
pitcher. She averages less than one
walk a game, and our second baseman

has to be our best infielder. She
[Hardman] has a good curveball, so
there will be a lot of ground balls to
second base.”

More good news comes in the form
of senior co-captain Taylor D’Antico,
who has been a proven leader and
team captain in three sports. Last fall,
the Lady Cougar soccer team won the
Union County Tournament and fin-
ished with a 17-3-1 record, and just
this winter, the Lady Cougar basket-
ball team won their first sectional
title since 1973 and finished 21-8.
D’Antico will play third base.

“Taylor D’Antico is a premier in-
fielder in Union County. Last year, she
handled the ball 50 times and made
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Mid and long distance events, along
with the pole vault, may be the
Cranford High School boys track &
field team’s obvious strengths, but
progress is being made across the
board in what may turn out to be a fine
season.

“We have a very strong distance
corps. The boys won the sectional
cross-country title this past fall. They
are a good tight-knit group, and we
built a foundation there,” Cougar Head
Coach Joe Schiano said. “We also got
a lot of younger guys looking to im-
prove in the sprints and jumps. A lot
of guys are looking to get better and
are working hard every day, so I think
we are going to be alright there.”

Senior Mike Cassidy and sopho-
more Eli Howard are expected to be
the Cougars’ frontrunners in the
3,200 meters, while freshman Tom
Feeney and sophomore Paul Cassaro
should be strong in the 1,600 meters.
With senior Jeff Sun, sophomore
George El-Khoury and junior Billy

Haussner leading the pack, the Cou-
gars should be quite influential in
the 800 meters, while senior Tyler
Ainge, sophomore Chris Witwick
and junior Dan Cleary will be strong
in the 400 meters.

Coach Schiano believes the Cou-
gars should also be pretty strong in
the 400 hurdles, led by senior Dalber
Pereira and junior Tom Folger, and
the pole vault with Sun, Ainge and
senior James Sowa. Pereira will also
compete in the 110-hurdles. Senior
muscleman Errol Petgrave and sopho-
more will toss the metal orb around in
the shot put.

“The shot put should be pretty
strong, and we are looking to build
the discus and javelin. Overall, we’ve
got a lot of our bases covered. We
need a little work in the short sprint,
but everything from 400 on up, I think
we are pretty solid.

Senior Connor Harkins and sopho-
more Glenn Heller will compete in
the discus, while sophomore Jeremy
Mazzola and senior Jess Sobocinski
will toss the javelin. Many of the

younger Cougars have been working
with the jumping events. Presently,
sophomore Rob Mullin and fresh-
man Reggie Green are expected to
compete in the long jump. Sopho-
more Carl Lieberman will head the
high jump. Senior John Garretson
and freshman Billy Lenox will test
their skills in the triple jump.

The sprint events (100, 200 meters)
will feature Sowa, and junior Tyrone
Avent and Kasim Lewis.

Every high school track team re-
lies on a group of athletes, who will
carry a large portion of the load and it
appears that Sun, Pereira and Ainge
could be considered the Cougars’
“Ironmen”.

“Jeff Sun is one of our senior lead-
ers in the middle distances and some
of the jumps. Dalber is a leader in
both hurdle races and some of the
sprint races too, and also Tyler in the
4x4 and pole vault.

The Cougars boys and girls will
open their season at the Summit Re-
lays at Tatlock Field in Summit this
Saturday, April 3.
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Cougar Pride
This page is reserved for Cranford High School sports only.

To make this weekly page a success, help

is needed from the coaches, a stat person

and/or a designated parent, who follows

any of the teams and wishes to contribute

a to the point, factual account of the event.

Any good photos of the event may also be

welcomed.

Please e-mail by Monday at noon to

David B. Corbin, (Asst. Publisher/Sports Editor)

dcorbin@goleader.com

Go Cougars!
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO DEFEND A SOLID REPUTATION…The Lady Cougar softball team is looking forward to another fine season.
Pictured, left to right, are: sophomore Melissa Moreno, senior Kelly Hardman, junior Nicole Ravetier and freshman Julie
Siragusa.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING BASES COVERED IN TRACK…The Cougar boys track & field team feel they will have their bases covered with
a well-rounded squad this season.


