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BALL, NEHRING, PATE, MUSTARD, IRVING TO LEAD

Blue Devils Will Add Depth
To ‘Diamonds’ in Girls Track

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School girls track
and field Head Coach Jen Buccino
found some “Diamonds in the Rough”
last year, but this year with 104 girls,
more depth has been added to the
luster.

Most of those diamonds came in
the sprinting events – 100, 200 and
400 meters – and more came in the
jumps – high jump, long jump, triple
jump and pole vault.

Junior Alex Hawkins, an effective
200-meter sprinter, is expected to be
very strong in the high jump, along
with junior Jen Porch, who may also
compete in the 800 and triple jump.
Senior captain Kelly Irving could be
considered one of the Blue Devils’
“Ironpersons” since she could com-
pete in the 200, 400, 4x400 and all the
jumps. More jumping event “Iron”
will come in the form of senior Clair
Stevens-Haas, junior Sirena VanEpp
and sophomore Sophia DeVito.

“We definitely have a lot more depth
in our jumps this year. We have eight
girls working on high jump and we
have about the same in the long and
the triple jumps. It looks good with
Alex still being solid in the high jump.
Jen Porch had a good season indoor
with it,” coach Buccino said.

Last year, the genuine glitter of dia-

mond emerged when junior sprinter
Ashley Edwards, VanEpp, Irving and
DeVito broke the Union County meet
record in the 4x400 with a time of
4:01.8. That foursome also placed fifth
in the 4x400 at the North Jersey, Group
4, Section 2 championships.

“We were county champs in that,
so I am hoping we can get under four
minutes this year,” commented coach
Buccino. “Ashley looks very strong
for the 400. Kelly and Sirena are
looking good.”

Junior newcomers to track, Katie
Ponce and Hannah Kronick, both
standout soccer players, will add
strength to the sprints and jumps, as
will freshman Lily Burtness.

“We look pretty strong in the sprints
as well, as we were last year, but we
added more depth with Katie Ponce
and Hannah Kronick. They are both
soccer and they are both tough,” coach
Buccino said.

Clair Stevens-Haas, VanEpp, jun-
iors Daniella Ciampa and Tierny
Cummings, and sophomores Eileen
Cook and Amanda Marcatullio are
expected to compete in the hurdles.
Last year at the sectionals, Stevens-
Haas placed fourth in the pole vault.
Kronick may also be a candidate for
the pole vault.

“We are doing a little work on our
pole vault,” said coach Buccino. “We

are trying to get some more people in,
so that Clair has a partner.”

The field events are looking better
with seniors Kyla Grodzka and Jill
Pate (captain) competing in the shot
put and seniors Grace Mustard (cap-
tain) and Liz Penczak tossing the
discus and the javelin.

“Kyla consistently hit over 30 feet.
She still has some room she can go in
order to be competitive,” coach
Buccino said. “We are searching for
depth in the field.”

Captains Lisa Nehring and Caraugh
Ball, juniors Alyssa Hatch and Astrid
Adriaens, and freshman Leigh
Heinbokel are expected the distance
crews.

“The distances! That’s probably one
of our weaknesses depth wise, espe-
cially with the strengths in the county.
There are quite a few girls, who go
5:25 or faster [in the county] from last
year, so we have work to do there, and
the same thing in the 800. There’s
quite a few under 2:25,” coach
Buccino said.

The Lady Blue Devils will begin
their regular season at Plainfield on
Wednesday, April 7.

“I would like to improve our over-
all standing as a team at the county
relay and conference meet. I would
like to see an undefeated season,”
coach Buccino said.
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Town of Westfield
Department of Public Works

~  I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E ~

Conservation Center 
1300 Lamberts Mill Road

Westfield, New Jersey

Please take note of the following changes in the decal fee and the Conservation Center 
hours of operation:

DECALS REQUIRED:

Effective April 8, 2010, the decal fee is $70.00. The fee must be paid in person at the Westfield 
Conservation Center by check or money order only. Checks must be made payable to the “Town 
of Westfield”.

HOURS OF OPERATION:

April 8 to October 3, 2010 Thursdays and Fridays 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Saturdays and Sundays 11:00 am to 3:00 pm

October 7 to December 17 Mondays through Fridays 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
(Leaf Collection Season) Saturdays and Sundays 1:00 am to 3:00 pm

NOTE: The Conservation Center will be closed on the following dates in 2010: 

Sunday, July 4
Monday, October 11
Thursday, November 25
Friday, November 26

ILLEGAL DUMPING IS PROHIBITED.
Dumping any type of material outside fenced areas or over the fence incurs unnecessary costs to 
the taxpayer and is strictly prohibited.  Anyone observing illegal dumping when the center is 
closed should immediately report it to the Westfield Police Department (789-4000). Violators will 
be prosecuted to the fullest extent permitted by law.
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HOFFMAN, POWELL, D’AMICO SELECTED CAPTAINS

Lady Blue Devil Laxers Look
To Compete at Higher Level

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tri-captains Val Hoffman, Anna
Powell both midfielders and defender
Monica D’Amico, under second-year
head coach Brendan Hickey, have
assumed the responsibility of leading
the Westfield High School girls la-
crosse team to an even more success-
ful season than last year.

The Blue Devils’ goal last year was
to make a statement and their voices
were heard come sectional tourna-
ment time. The girls, who finished
with an 8-8 record, defeated Old
Bridge, 11-8, in the first round of the
states, before losing to top-seeded
Bridgewater-Raritan in the second
round.

Last year Hoffman and then senior

Liz McCarthy, who was the leading
scorer, harassed the opponents’ goal
areas. Hoffman, who had 32 ground
balls, finished second in goals with
24, assists with 17 and points with 41.
Coach Hickey will count on her to
take the offensive this season, but
there are several additional Blue Dev-
ils, who can also ripple the net.

Junior Katherine Frega is expected
to power her way through defenders
and contribute plenty of offensive
punch. Last year she scored 22 goals
and added 11 assists for 33 points.
She also added 26 ground balls.

Freshmen Courtney Weiss and
Elizabeth Cusick, who according to
coach Hickey, “are going to contrib-
ute on offense, but we have a lot of
veterans, who can score a lot too.”

Senior veteran Kate Brennan, who
totaled 10 ground balls, 18 goals and
six assists for 24 points, is also ex-
pected to have offensive clout, as will
Powell, who finished with 30 ground
balls, 13 goals and six assists for 19
points. Juniors Jenna Sharkey (7 goals,
7 assists) and Ally Rose (9 goals, 5
assists) each finished with 14 points
can add scoring punch.

“We are looking to be dynamic and
fast. We are focusing on fundamen-
tals. They are stronger than they have
been in the two years that I have been
here. That is going to allow us to do
more and compete at a higher level,”
coach Hickey said.

The Blue Devils have enhanced their
stubbornness on defense with juniors
Taylor Anderson and Emma Partridge,
who had 32 and 21 ground balls, re-
spectively, last year and a batch of
sophomores, especially Caroline
Bertoni, who also had two assists, last
year. Sophomore Emily Gretsky will
be in the midfield, as will twins Jordan
and Madison Yarussi.

“All these players have a higher
level of throwing and catching skills
than I have been used to starting the
season with, so we can start doing
more complicated offenses and de-
fenses right away,” coach Hickey
pointed out.

Sophomore goalie Sarah Chandler
has one year of varsity experience
under her belt and should be very
effective this season. Last year, she
faced 359 shots on goal and made 173
saves for a 48-percent average.

According to coach Hickey, one
sectional victory will not be enough.
“Our goal is to win the sectional title.
We made the states, beat Old Bridge
and moved on to play Bridgewater,
who was at a higher level than us. I
hope we can get to that that level this
year,” he said.

With highly ranked Oak Knoll, Kent
Place and Summit, competition in
Union County will be even more
fiercely contested than the sectional
tournament.

Coach Hickey commented, “Our
county is a way more difficult task
than winning a state sectional or group
title.”

The Blue Devils will host Gover-
nor Livingston today, April 1 (no kid-
ding!), at Kehler Stadium at 4:30 p.m.

Raider Softballers Will Show
Plenty of New Faces on Field
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rattled. As the season goes on, she’s
going to get better,” coach Hulnik
said.

Senior Bianca Root and junior
Olivia Brokaw, who can also play
shortstop, may also see time on the
mound. Junior Courtney Zyla and
freshman Christine Monroy may al-
ternate duties behind the plate, but
both may also play third base, as will
junior Julia Root. Zyla and Monroy
are also capable of delivering some
offensive punch.

“I think both are doing real good
jobs in blocking stuff, hustling and
working hard back there. Both have
good arms. They are not afraid to
throw the ball to pick people off, but
they are also pretty smart about it. I
am looking, especially early in the
season to alternate them, so they don’t
get too beaten up back there,” coach
Hulnik pointed out. “They both play
other positions, which is another good
thing.”

Junior Aysia Peterson, who was out
most of the basketball season with a
knee injury, will play first base and is
expected to add some hitting clout to
the lineup this season. Freshman Kelly

Lapham may also play first base.
“She hits the ball well most of the

time. She has a nice presence on the
field, good leadership,” coach Hulnik
said of Peterson.

A host of candidates are vying for
the outfield positions; seniors Marina
Dugan, Nikki Appezato, Lyndey Dou-
glas, Cassie Zito and Jen Kickenwicz,
sophomore Liz Gallo and freshman
Amanda Schroeder.

“All the kids are doing so well right
now. It’s a good season, I think. Ob-
viously, there’s stuff to work on, but
all I ask is that they get better each
game,” coach Hulnik said.

After a scrimmage game with
Watchung Hills on March 26, coach
Hulnik commented, “They had a nice
game today. There are little things we
seem to find each game that we need to
work on. We set three goals for this
week. We wanted to cut down on our
strikeouts, attack the ball more in the
field and work on our cutoffs. We will
add a couple of other things next week.”

The Raiders will compete in the
Cougar Classic at Adams Field in
Cranford this Saturday, April 3, be-
ginning at 11 a.m.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADDING DEPTH TO DIAMONDS…The Blue Devil girls track and field team have added depth in many events this season.
Pictured, left to right, are team captains: Caraugh Ball, Lisa Nehring, Jill Pate, Grace Mustard and Kelly Irving.
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COMPETING AT A HIGHER LEVEL…Pictured, left to right, are: team
captains Monica D’Amico, Anna Powell and Val Hoffman, who expect the Blue
Devils to compete at a higher level this season.


