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ON HER WAY TO HAITI…Westfield High School (WHS) earth-science educa-
tor Sara Soriente, a teacher in the school’s Project ’79 program, helps work on a
new building during a volunteer trip to the Dominican Republic earlier this year.
WHS hosted a charity basketball tournament late last month to help send her to
Haiti, where she is spending her spring break. Read the interview with Ms.
Soriente on page 18.

Westfield PTC to Hold
Candidates Night Forum

WESTFIELD – The Parent Teacher
Council of the Westfield Public
Schools will host a Board of Educa-
tion Candidates Night Forum in the
Edison Intermediate School audito-
rium on Thursday, April 8, at 7:30
p.m. The public is invited to attend.
The forum will be taped and televised
at a later date on Blue Devils TV36.

ADDRESSING THE CANDIDATES…Kathleen Fetissoff, pictured center, of the
New Jersey League of Women Voters, addresses the five candidates who are vying
for the three open seats on the Mountainside Board of Education, at the
Mountainside PTA-sponsored Candidates Night March 24.

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage: The Market Leader 
for Westfield, Scotch Plains, Mountainside, Fanwood, and Cranford*

“Leading Agents…Leading Your Marketplace”
Westfield West Office

600 North Avenue West, Westfield  |  908-233-0065  | www.coldwellbankermoves.com/westfieldwest
*Based on total market share for CBRB through GSMLS data for the period 2/1/2009 – 1/31/2010 
 ©2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

:

Courtesy of Bill Howard
MARCH OF THE GEESE…A gaggle of geese joins the Palm Sunday procession
of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield.

County Paratransit Faces Deficit;
Runnells Hospital Comes in Flat

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — While Union
County looks at $12 million in cuts
from state grants that fund mostly
social-service programs, the Board
of Chosen Freeholders learned that
Runnells Specialized Hospital came
within $150,000 of having a flat bud-
get in 2009.

During budget meetings last week,
the hospital’s finance director, Mike
Drummond, said Runnells generated
$44 million in income last year, the
highest in the hospital’s nearly 100-
year history. Officials, however, said
the facility would likely run a
$500,000 to $600,000 deficit next
year, as part of the revenue this year
was connected to appeals on past
Medicare charges. The hospital ran a
$350,000 deficit in 2008.

“I am very pleased (with the turn-
around),” said Freeholder Al
Mirabella, chairman of the board’s
Fiscal Affairs Committee.

Freeholder Chairman Dan Sullivan,
a 15-year board veteran, said he re-
calls deficits at the hospital as high as
$7 million in past years.

“In this [fiscal] environment, that
is an enormous achievement,” he said.

Director of Human Services Frank
Guzzo said services facing deficits
this year include the Paratransit sys-
tem, which will lose $400,000 due to
a drop in revenue from Atlantic City
casinos that funds the program.
Paratransit provided 222,000 one-way
rides for seniors and the disabled last
year. He said the financial loss would
result in a decline of $14,000 rides if
the county did not help fund the pro-
gram. The county funded $600,000
to the program last year.

Freeholder Angel Estrada said he
envisions the demand for ridership
will rise as seniors need rides given the
service cuts planned by NJ Transit due
to that agency’s budget slashing.

On the positive side, the human
services director said Union County is
working with another county on an
agreement that would help offset costs
associated with a children’s shelter
that the county contracts out to a pri-
vate vendor. Under a state mandate,
Union County must provide six beds
including staff. The other county,
which Mr. Guzzo did not release, would
take on the costs of three of the beds,
saving the county “over $200,000.”

The department is seeking an addi-
tional $96,000 for the Division of
Aging to cover a shortfall of meals to
seniors. The county provided over
385,000 meals last year.

During his budget request, County
Prosecutor Ted Romankow said other
counties have reached out to Union

County to utilize its DNA crime labora-
tory in Westfield. But due to the back-
log in cases, he told the freeholders
additional support staff is needed be-
fore his office could handle additional
work. The department’s budget request
of $20.4 million includes a $150,000
hike in overtime, bumping it up to
$500,000, partly due to the backlog.
The prosecutor said agreements with
other counties would generate addi-
tional revenue for Union County.

First Assistant Prosecutor Albert
Cernadas said the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice is in need of a laboratory aid and
data programmer.

He also informed the board that a
new state Supreme Court mandate
requires all New Jersey attorneys to
take 12 credits of continuing legal
education hours. In the past, the
county paid for continuing legal edu-
cation costs for its assistant prosecu-
tors for the first two years after they
graduated law school as part of its
employee contract.

Mr. Romankow said part of the
hike in overtime last year was due to
a wiretap case that led to numerous
arrests in an illegal marijuana import-
ing operation out of Canada. The
county was reimbursed for part of the
overtime costs.

During her presentation, County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said foreclo-
sures are down 28 percent in the first

quarter this year compared to 2009,
when 4,500 homes in the county went
into foreclosure. Her office is antici-
pating a $700,000 jump in revenues
to $3.7 million. The Clerk’s Office
budget for this year is $2 million,
$200,000 over last year. The Clerk’s
Elections Division budget proposal
is $718,000, up $22,000 over 2009.

Ms. Rajoppi noted that the state
has instructed all counties to review
cost savings of moving the School
Election to November with the Gen-
eral Election.

“We have to see if the logistics are
viable,” she said, noting that an extra
machine might be needed at election
polls if questions are to be placed on
ballots, given space limitations on
machine ballots.

During a review of the Department
of Public Safety’s $10.5-million bud-
get proposal, which includes the
county police, emergency manage-
ment, medical examiner and weights
and measures, it was noted that Eliza-
beth is starting its own Hazmat (Haz-
ardous Materials) unit. Currently, half
of the county’s Hazmat unit calls,
which are part of emergency man-
agement, are to Elizabeth, officials
said. Companies are billed for spills
cleaned up by Hazmat, officials said.

The budget meetings will conclude
with departmental capital requests on
Thursday, April 8.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SALUTE TO FIREFIGHTER MAGLIONE…Many area residents came out March 27 to the fundraiser for Westfield firefighter
Daniel Maglione, who was diagnosed with Cancer of Unknown Primary. The benefit was hosted by Temple Emanu-El in Westfield,
and was organized by the Westfield FMBA Local 30. Mr. Maglione is undergoing aggressive chemotherapy through Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital. All proceeds from the event went toward Firefighter Maglione and his family to support their battle
with the disease. Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums played during the night.

WF BOE Adopts $89-Mil. Budget,
To ‘Wait and See’ on Negotiations

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At a special meet-
ing Tuesday evening, the board of
education (BOE) unanimously
adopted an $89-million budget with a
property tax levy of $84 million for
the fiscal year beginning July 1. The
budget proposes about a 5-percent
increase in property taxes and re-
flects the $4.2-million reduction in
state aid. Voters will be asked to de-
cide the issue on Tuesday, April 20.

Board members Jane Clancy and
Richard Mattessich were not present.

In contrast to the large turnout last
week, about 30 people of the public
attended the meeting.

The recently approved teachers’
salary increase of 3.9 percent annu-
ally over three years, as well as the
recently announced potential layoffs,
possible salary re-negotiations and
school program curtailments, were
discussed.

School board candidate Mitch

Slater asked the board if anything
“forced [its] hand” regarding the
board’s decision to ratify the Westfield
Education Association (WEA) con-
tract before state-aid figures were
released.

“I don’t think anything forced our
hand,” replied Board President Ginny
Leiz.

WEA President Kim Schumacher
said, “We realize it’s getting out of
control.”

“We came to the table. Every teacher
is dealing with the rising cost of living,
1.8 percent (salary deduction for
healthcare) is not an astronomical
amount. The raise is well below the
Union County average. I never have a
problem coming to the table. Right
now, we have to wait and see what
happens. Trenton keeps throwing mon-
key wrench after monkey wrench,”
Ms. Schumacher concluded.

Board Vice-President Julia Walker
defended the board’s timetable for
approving the teachers’ contract, call-

ing it “a business decision.”
“We don’t want to treat our em-

ployees as the governor treated us,”
said Ms. Walker. Regarding further
adjustments to the budget and nego-
tiations, “We’re still at the ‘wait-and-
see’ stage,” Ms. Walker said.

“If we make concessions, could
you guarantee no staff cuts? Can you
put that in writing?” Ms. Schumacher
challenged the board.

Board member Gary McCready
remarked earlier in the meeting that
the board made a judgment regarding
the [contract] ratification — “One
that we thought we could live with.”

Finance Committee member Rich-
ard Solomon said the timing of the
ratification in concurrence with Gov-
ernor Chris Christie’s later announce-
ment that teachers contribute a man-
datory 1.5 percent towards their in-
surance premiums “worked to our
advantage.”

“This settlement benefits our
schools. This way it’s a good thing for
everyone,” Mr. Solomon added.

Mr. Slater questioned, “Even the
taxpayers?”

“There’s no one in Westfield get-
ting rich being teachers,” replied Mr.
Solomon.

The budget proposed does not cut
eighth grade sports, intramurals at
both the middle and high school lev-
els, nor the middle school fall drama
program, as was initially cut in the
proposal last week.

Nine parents spoke about the po-
tential program cuts to middle school
arts and intramurals that were an-
nounced at last week’s BOE meeting.
Parent Amy Flax addressed the board
both before and after Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan’s budget
presentation. Ms. Flax asked that the
“community be given a chance to
find funding” to save the middle
school fall drama program.

“This is their sport or activity. Give
us time to work together, the parents
of Edison and Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate Schools,” Ms. Flax said.

Ms. Flax thanked the board and
then replied to Ms. Schumacher’s
comment regarding a promise in writ-
ing not to cut staff. “The corporate
world does not operate with such
guarantees,” she said.

“The rules for public education
changed two weeks ago and continue
to change,” said Superintendent Dolan
during her presentation. “This com-
munity values athletics and fine arts.”

Regarding a proposed student activ-
ity fee, Ms. Dolan said, “We’re hard at
work at how we’ll institute a fee. We’re
reaching out to other communities.”

Ms. Leiz thanked the community
for letting the board know this week,
“What you value.”

MS BOE Freezes Salaries
Of All Staff Members

By ERIC D. WILDSTEIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Beechwood School library held a crowd
that extended almost out the door, Tues-
day, as the board of education (BOE)
announced it would freeze the salaries
of every school staff member during
the 2010-2011 school year.

The wage freeze was announced as
the BOE unveiled to the public the most
recent version of the 2010-2011 budget
at Phase IV of the Budget Presentation
on Tuesday.

“Next year, no employee will receive
more than they received in the current
year,” said School Business Adminis-
trator Roderic McLaughlin.

The budget presented on March 22
cut $440,000 from staff salaries in or-
der to help balance the budget gap left
from a 95-percent cut in state-aid fund-
ing two days earlier.

Mr. McLaughlin said, “Tonight, I’m
pleased to report that we have saved six
full-time positions.”

The announcement was met with
bursts of applause from the public.

Dianne McGhee of Mountainside
commended the BOE, “By you staying
up at night, I can sleep. It is the most
difficult time in my adult life being a
New Jerseyan, and I thank you for your
work.”

Suzanne Jenks, a staff member and
president of the Mountainside Educa-
tion Association, said, “I am proud to

stand here and represent my colleagues.
I am proud to be a teacher.”

Mountainside resident Nancy
McCabe said, “I would have been one
of those Mountainsiders willing to pay
more taxes to keep those teachers em-
ployed.” She added, “You pay for what
you get.”

Despite the savings, Chief School
Administrator Jeanette Baubles said,
“Some staff members will be impacted.”
She continued, “We can’t reveal the
names of those staff who will be mini-
mized.”

Though some staff will be cut, Mr.
McLaughlin said class sizes would not
increase. Mrs. Baubles also reported
“fifth graders will still be changing
classes.” She said options would still be

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Five BOE Candidates Take
To Forum in Mountainside

By ERIC D.WILDSTEIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – PTA mem-
bers, administrators and residents
filled the media center at Beechwood
School on March 24 to pose ques-
tions to, and discuss issues with, can-
didates running for the board of edu-
cation (BOE).

With school board elections set for
Tuesday, April 20, the five candidates

tackled concerns about the budget,
district education practices and cur-
riculum, and talked about what they
intend to accomplish for
Mountainside.

The only incumbent running for
re-election is Carmine Venes, who is
seeking his third consecutive term.

Newcomers vying for the three open
BOE seats include Marilyn Atlas-
Berney, an attorney who runs her
practice out of her home and has two
children in the Mountainside school
system; Lauren Elmblad, a member
of the PTA; Christopher Minks, an

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Courtesy of Jim Lowney /County of Union
LUCK OF THE IRISH…Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums march
in the 14th annual Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Morris Avenue in
Union last Saturday. The parade was rescheduled due to a severe rainstorm that
struck the area March 13.

attorney, and James Ruban, a project
architect.

Mr. Ruban said, “It will be an
honor for me that Candidates’ Night
will be held in the Beechwood Li-
brary that I designed and helped con-
struct.”

Mr. Minks, a commercial transac-
tions attorney who has served on
municipal boards throughout his ca-
reer, said, “My decision to run is
born out of frustration and a lack of
transparency with the board of edu-
cation.”

He criticized the BOE for what he
said was transgressing to “gover-
nance by executive order.” Mr. Minks
said, “A principle obligation of a
board member is to seek out the
opinions of the public, not to await
those few who have the opportunity
to come to the meetings.”

He proffered that, “Redirection and
guidance can be equally as impor-
tant as change.”

Ray Hannon of Mountainside
asked the candidates what they see
as a positive idea to improve the
quality of education in the district.

Mrs. Atlas-Berney stressed better
communication so parents can be-
come more involved. She noted the
importance of computers and tech-
nology as a central source for the
BOE to share information with the
community.

She referred to a situation last year
in which a school bomb threat spi-
raled into a stressful and confusing
situation for parents – herself included
– due to a communication breakdown.

Suzanne Zimmerman, whose child
attended the school, said, “I just
wanted to know what was going on,
something. I couldn’t get any infor-
mation.” She continued, “There
should be a bulletin or something
that lets a parent take a deep breath
and go on with their day.”

Mrs. Atlas-Berney noted that al-
though it was posted on the
Mountainside schools’ website, most
people did not go to it. “Policy should
be directed towards making sure par-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside Candidates

Charles Laskowski for The Westfield Leader
SERIOUS ACCIDENT…A Scotch Plains resident was trapped inside her car
after being struck by another vehicle at the intersection of Terrill Road and
LaGrande Avenue on March 24. Gina Dent, 52, of Scotch Plains was transported
to University Hospital in Newark, where she was reported to be in stable condition
following the accident.

ents are informed,” she said. “I want
to know what happened, why it hap-
pened, and what’s going to be done
about it.”

Mr. Ruban advised that open com-
munication could help seek out bet-
ter prices and educate people about
other projects in the community. He
said, “I would like to see the board
work a lot closer with the council
and other agencies in town.” Mr.
Minks offered a challenge to “open
up the BOE’s doors and break down
arbitrarial walls.”

Mr. Venes, who has worked closely
with the BOE amidst the recent bud-
get crisis, said, “These are not nor-
mal times. We are doing the best we
can with the resources we have.”

He said, “Our test scores are at the
top of the state, and number one in
Union County. The results of our test
scores indicate that the board is work-
ing together.”

Mrs. Elmblad commended the dis-
trict for “doing more with less” and
minimizing the impact that the 2010-
2011 budget, which lost 95 percent
of state aid, will have on
Mountainside children. Mr. Venes
noted, “These budget challenges are
not insurmountable.”

A tuition fee increase for
Mountainside children to attend Gov-
ernor Livingston High School in Ber-
keley Heights will cost taxpayers an
additional $171 next year. Alyson
Seau asked about the future of
Mountainside’s relationship with
Berkeley Heights and Governor
Livingston High School.

Mr. Venes said, “It is our responsibil-
ity to the community to question con-
tractual costs to go to Berkeley Heights.”

Mrs. Atlas-Berney described Gov-
ernor Livingston as “one of the num-
ber one high schools in New Jersey.”
She said, “I want my child going to
the best high school possible.”

The BOE has encouraged all
Mountainside residents to cast their
votes regarding the candidates and
the 2010-2011 budget on election
day, Tuesday, April 20.

Westfield Library Agrees
To $88,000 in Givebacks

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library board will return
roughly $88,000 to the Town of
Westfield, as the council’s Finance
Policy Committee “combs the bud-
get line item by line item,” said coun-
cil liaison to the board, Keith
Loughlin.

The givebacks are broken down
into $21,185 in reimbursements to
the town for the Joint Insurance Fund
(JIF), $45,855 into the Public Em-
ployees Retirement System (PERS),
$2,000 for telephone services and a
$25,000 early payment to the town
for the 2011 building-improvement
fee. The total is offset by a $6,620
loss in workers-compensation
money.

The library board voted unani-
mously on the givebacks. The board, a

nine-member entity, includes Douglas
Stokes, Pam Wiaczek, James Capone,
Stacy Weinman, Michael Fisher, Tho-
mas Delaney, Eric Leuthold, Mr.
Loughlin, who serves as the mayor’s
designee, and Gary McCready, the
superintendent’s alternate.

“We are looking for creative ways
for the library, which has a surplus,
to assist the town in this time of great
need,” Mr. Loughlin said.

“We are trying to preserve ser-
vices and minimize
reductions…I’m glad this degree of
scrutiny is paid to [all levels] of the
budget.”

Mark Ciarrocca, the town council’s
Finance Policy Committee chairman,
said, “We are trying to maximize the
amount that we can use of the
library’s surplus for the amounts at-
tributable to services the town pro-
vides for the library.”

explored for pay-to-play sports such as
tennis, field hockey, volleyball and track.

BOE President Mary Beth
Schaumberg said “difficulty finding
competitors and lack of participation”
are some reasons for the exclusion of
those sports in the budget. Mrs. Baubles
commented, “I hope we find a way to
bring some of these back.”

Kristen Ciccimarra of Mountainside
asked if surplus could be regenerated
going forward. Mr. McLaughlin ex-
plained, “Surplus is a rainy-day fund,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside Salaries
Asm. DiCicco Bill Would
Extend Dual-Office Ban

and this is a rainy day.” He continued,
“The state tapped into everyone’s piggy
bank that did the right thing.”

“Unless there’s an Easter egg out
there, it will be hard to replace those
surplus reserves, especially since things
are rapidly changing,” he said.

Mr. McLaughlin said the goal of the
BOE is “finding a balance in challeng-
ing times.” He said the board “believes
this is the right thing to do,” and it is
“what we can do to substantiate what
the governor has recommended.”

TRENTON — Assemblyman
Domenick DiCicco (LD-4,
Gloucester) has asked legislators to
consider reform legislation he has
introduced that prohibits dual-office
holding for all elected officials.

Mr. DiCicco added that while the
bill would extend the ban on elected
officials from holding more than one
public office to those who were
grandfathered in under the current
law, just as importantly, the measure
would also prohibit someone who
holds public office from simulta-
neously holding a salaried appointive
public office or position with the state,
county, municipality or an authority/
commission.

“This isn’t about targeting any per-
son, group or party,” he continued.

“The intent of this legislation is to
assure diversity of thought in our po-
litical process as well as to rein in the
cost of government, and to relieve the
burden on taxpayers, who are footing
the costs in salaries and pension ben-
efits for officials who hold more than
one public position and the conflicts
that creates,” Mr. DiCicco said.

Mr. DiCicco said the bill would
force elected officials in both parties
to choose which salaried position they
will serve in.

In addition to the ban on public
officials simultaneously holding sala-
ried appointments, specifically, the
bill would remove the exemption that
allows officials who held more than
one office prior to February 1, 2008
to continue serving in those offices.

Banjo Rascals to Perform
Mix of Music at Library

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will showcase the
Banjo Rascals – playing ragtime, rock
and roll and Dixieland jazz – on
Monday, April 12, at 7 p.m.

Since 1968, the Banjo Rascals have
performed for audiences of all ages.
The band’s music ranges from 1890’s
ragtime to 1950’s and 1960’s rock
and roll. Among the band’s repertoire
is Scott Joplin rags including “The
Entertainer,” “Maple Leaf Rag” and
“A Breeze from Alabama.”

The trio encourages sing-alongs
with favorites like “Heart of My
Heart,” “Carolina in the Morning,”
“Apple Blossom Time,” “It’s A Sin
To Tell A Lie,” “Four Leaf Clover”
and “Down By The Old Mill Stream.”

Among the group’s Hot Dixieland
standards are “Tiger Rag,” “That’s a
Plenty,” “Riverboat Shuffle,” “Royal
Garden Blues” and “When the Saints
Go Marching In.”

Additionally, the Banjo Rascals
play arrangements of 1920’s and
1930’s swing songs and Big Band era
hits like “In the Mood,” “Stardust,”
“Stars Fell On Alabama,” “That’s My
Weakness Now,” “I Love Paris,” “’S
Wonderful” and “Moon Glow.”

Audience members also will be
treated to 1950’s and 1960’s rock and

roll classics like “Only You,” “The
Twist” and “Under the Boardwalk.”

This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. To register, visit the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, and click
on the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 4122.

For more information on library
programs, individuals also may sign
up on the library’s website to receive
the e-newsletter “Library Loop” or
stop by the library at 550 East Broad
Street for a copy of its quarterly news-
letter, “Take Note.”
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Correction
A photo caption for the front-page

picture last week taken at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
meeting was incorrect. The photo of
Joan Mast giving her presentation
was taken at the March 18 meeting.
We regret the error.

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage: The Market Leader 
for Westfield, Scotch Plains, Mountainside, Fanwood, and Cranford*

“Leading Agents…Leading Your Marketplace”
Westfield West Office

600 North Avenue West, Westfield  |  908-233-0065  | www.coldwellbankermoves.com/westfieldwest
*Based on total market share for CBRB through GSMLS data for the period 2/1/2009 – 1/31/2010 
 ©2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC
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Courtesy of Jim Lowney /County of Union
LUCK OF THE IRISH…Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums march
in the 14th annual Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Morris Avenue in
Union on Saturday, March 27. The parade was rescheduled due to a severe
rainstorm that struck the area March 13.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EASTER EGG HUNTING…Children search for eggs in bails of hay at the Easter Egg hunt at Parker Gardens greenhouse
in Scotch Plains on Saturday, March 27.

SP-F BOE Holds
Budget Presentations
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) is holding the following bud-
get presentations:

Monday, April 5, 7:30 p.m., Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School audi-
torium; Tuesday, April 6, 7:30 p.m.,
Candidates Night, BOE offices;
Wednesday, April 7, 7 p.m., Ever-
green School; Thursday, April 8, 6:30
p.m., Coles School, and 7 p.m.,
McGinn School; Tuesday, April 13,
7:30 p.m., Terrill Middle School and
Park Middle School; Wednesday,
April 14, 7 p.m., Brunner School, and
7:30 p.m., School One; Thursday,
April 15, 8 p.m., BOE meeting.

Election day is Tuesday, April 20,
from 2 to 9 p.m. Tuesday, April 13, is
the last day to apply by mail for an
absentee ballot.

Charles Laskowski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SERIOUS ACCIDENT…A Scotch Plains resident was trapped inside her car
after being struck by another vehicle at the intersection of Terrill Road and
LaGrande Avenue on March 24. Gina Dent, 52, of Scotch Plains was transported
to University Hospital in Newark, where she was reported to be in stable condition
following the accident.

County Paratransit Faces Deficit;
Runnells Hospital Nearly Flat

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — While Union
County looks at $12 million in cuts from
state grants that fund mostly social-ser-
vice programs, the Board of Chosen
Freeholders learned that Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital came within $150,000
of having a flat budget in 2009.

During budget meetings last week,
the hospital’s finance director, Mike
Drummond, said Runnells generated
$44 million in income last year, the
highest in the hospital’s nearly 100-
year history. Officials, however, said
the facility would likely run a
$500,000 to $600,000 deficit next
year, as part of the revenue this year
was connected to appeals on past
Medicare charges. The hospital ran a
$350,000 deficit in 2008.

“I am very pleased (with the turn-
around),” said Freeholder Al
Mirabella, chairman of the board’s
Fiscal Affairs Committee.

Freeholder Chairman Dan Sullivan,
a 15-year board veteran, said he re-
calls deficits at the hospital as high as
$7 million in past years.

“In this [fiscal] environment, that
is an enormous achievement,” he said.

Director of Human Services Frank
Guzzo said services facing deficits
this year include the Paratransit sys-
tem, which will lose $400,000 due to
a drop in revenue from Atlantic City
casinos that funds the program.
Paratransit provided 222,000 one-way
rides for seniors and the disabled last
year. He said the financial loss would
result in a decline of $14,000 rides if
the county did not help fund the pro-
gram. The county funded $600,000
to the program last year.

Freeholder Angel Estrada said he
envisions the demand for ridership
will rise as seniors need rides given the
service cuts planned by NJ Transit due
to that agency’s budget slashing.

On the positive side, the human
services director said Union County
is working with another county on an
agreement that would help offset costs
associated with a children’s shelter
that the county contracts out to a
private vendor. Under a state man-
date, Union County must provide six
beds including staff. The other county,
which Mr. Guzzo did not release,
would take on the costs of three of the
beds, saving the county “over
$200,000.”

The department is seeking an addi-
tional $96,000 for the Division of
Aging to cover a shortfall of meals to
seniors. The county provided over

385,000 meals last year.
During his budget request, County

Prosecutor Ted Romankow said other
counties have reached out to Union
County to utilize its DNA crime labora-
tory in Westfield. But due to the back-
log in cases, he told the freeholders
additional support staff is needed be-
fore his office could handle additional
work. The department’s budget request
of $20.4 million includes a $150,000
hike in overtime, bumping it up to
$500,000, partly due to the backlog.
The prosecutor said agreements with
other counties would generate addi-
tional revenue for Union County.

First Assistant Prosecutor Albert
Cernadas said the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice is in need of a laboratory aid and
data programmer.

He also informed the board that a
new state Supreme Court mandate
requires all New Jersey attorneys to
take 12 credits of continuing legal
education hours. In the past, the
county paid for continuing legal edu-
cation costs for its assistant prosecu-
tors for the first two years after they
graduated law school as part of its
employee contract.

Mr. Romankow said part of the
hike in overtime last year was due to
a wiretap case that led to numerous
arrests in an illegal marijuana import-
ing operation out of Canada. The
county was reimbursed for part of the

overtime costs.
During her presentation, County

Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said foreclo-
sures are down 28 percent in the first
quarter this year compared to 2009,
when 4,500 homes in the county went
into foreclosure. Her office is antici-
pating a $700,000 jump in revenues
to $3.7 million. The Clerk’s Office
budget for this year is $2 million,
$200,000 over last year. The Clerk’s
Elections Division budget proposal
is $718,000, up $22,000 over 2009.

Ms. Rajoppi noted that the state has
instructed all counties to review cost
savings of moving the School Election
to November with the General Election.

“We have to see if the logistics are
viable,” she said, noting that an extra
machine might be needed at election
polls if questions are to be placed on
ballots, given space limitations on
machine ballots.

During a review of the Department
of Public Safety’s $10.5-million bud-
get proposal, which includes the
county police, emergency manage-
ment, medical examiner and weights
and measures, it was noted that Eliza-
beth is starting its own Hazmat (Haz-
ardous Materials) unit. Currently, half
of the county’s Hazmat unit calls,
which are part of emergency man-
agement, are to Elizabeth, officials
said. Companies are billed for spills
cleaned up by Hazmat, officials said.

Rotary Hears About Efforts
To Battle Domestic Violence

ROTARY GUEST…Jan Lillien, pictured right, recently spoke to the Rotary Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains about the efforts of the YWCA of Eastern Union County
to combat domestic violence. Pictured with her is Club President Janet Strunk.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Luncheon
speaker Jan Lillien joined the Rotary
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains on
March 24 to discuss the social-ser-
vice activities of the YWCA of East-
ern Union County.

According to Ms. Lillien, the orga-
nization – dating back 30 years – acts
as a domestic-violence service agency
for all of Union County. The agency,
with 22 professionals, responds to
many hundreds of domestic violence
situations each year, including 48 in
the current year in Scotch Plains.

The agency operates a 24/7 hotline
for victims, who include males as
well as females, and admits women
and their children in stressed circum-
stances to a shelter capable of harbor-
ing 11 mothers and their children.

Ms. Lillien extended the definition
of violence to include degrading ha-
rangues by which a family member
exerts control over a spouse or others
within a family.

The YWCA of Eastern Union
County has a program called PALS
(Peace, A Learned Solution) for
youngsters that demonstrates mea-
surable gains for those involved.

The Rotary welcomes guests to at-
tend its weekly luncheons, which are
held at 12:15 p.m. on Wednesdays at
the Stage House Inn, located at
Martine Avenue and Front Street in
Scotch Plains. For more information,
call Membership Director Michael
Dietrich at (908) 789-3175.

MS BOE Freezes Salaries
Of All Staff Members

By ERIC D. WILDSTEIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Beechwood School library held a
crowd that extended almost out the
door, Tuesday, as the board of educa-
tion (BOE) announced it would freeze
the salaries of every school staff mem-
ber during the 2010-2011 school year.

The wage freeze was announced as
the BOE unveiled to the public the
most recent version of the 2010-2011
budget at Phase IV of the Budget
Presentation on Tuesday.

“Next year, no employee will re-
ceive more than they received in the

current year,” said School Business
Administrator Roderic McLaughlin.

The budget presented on March 22
cut $440,000 from staff salaries in
order to help balance the budget gap
left from a 95-percent cut in state-aid
funding two days earlier.

Mr. McLaughlin said, “Tonight, I’m
pleased to report that we have saved
six full-time positions.”

The announcement was met with
bursts of applause from the public.

Dianne McGhee of Mountainside
commended the BOE, “By you stay-
ing up at night, I can sleep. It is the
most difficult time in my adult life
being a New Jerseyan, and I thank
you for your work.”

Suzanne Jenks, a staff member and
President of the Mountainside Edu-
cation Association, said, “I am proud
to stand here and represent my col-
leagues. I am proud to be a teacher.”

Mountainside resident Nancy
McCabe said, “I would have been one
of those Mountainsiders willing to
pay more taxes to keep those teachers
employed.” She added, “You pay for
what you get.”

Despite the savings, Chief School
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP-F BOE Awaits Details on Added
Aid Proposal From Governor

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Governor
Chris Christie on Tuesday announced
that school districts that negotiate
salary freezes as part of their Fiscal-
Year 2011 budgets would be in line to
receive additional aid. This follows
$819 million in state aid cuts to school
districts, including $3.8 million to
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education.

Governor Christie said freezing
salaries would generate savings for
the state in Social Security and Medi-
care taxes. Currently, the state pays
Social Security payroll taxes of 6.2
percent on employee earnings up to
$106,800 and Medicare payroll taxes
of 2 percent on earnings with no cap.

According to a press release from
the governor’s office, a district that

generates $1 million in savings
through a salary freeze would be eli-
gible for an additional $76,500 in aid.
Officials said $500 million in savings
generated in school district salary
freezes would generate $38.3 million
in additional aid statewide.

When asked to comment on the
proposal, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes said, “We welcome measures
that will help restore” the state aid
reduction that amounts to 84 percent
over the last school year in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district.
“However, we have not received de-
tails,” she said, on the governor’s
proposal to give back some state aid
to those school districts that freeze
staff wages.

She said the district is still in nego-
tiations with the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Education Association
(SPFEA), the teachers’ union, as well
as the principals and administrative
bargaining unit, whose contract ex-
pired in June 2009. The BOE rejected
a proposed 7.4-percent pay hike to
the SPFEA last week following news
of the school aid cut.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education (SP-F BOE) member Amy
Winkler, who is seeking a full term
for one of the Fanwood seats on the
board, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “The timing is poor
for all this to be coming out now,
when all the budgets are due.”

“It’s a bad situation,” she said.
The governor’s press release indi-

cated that the proposal would require
approval by the Legislature, includ-
ing a provision allowing school dis-
tricts to appropriate the additional aid
following the adoption of local school
district budgets occurring prior to the
Legislature’s passage of the state bud-
get.

Ms. Winkler said she attended a
talk by state Education Commissioner
Bret Schundler in Summit earlier this
month, when districts were told to
expect aid cuts of 5 to 15 percent,
well below the 85 percent in aid that
was cut.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Happy Easter
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Courtesy of Bill Howard
MARCH OF THE GEESE…A gaggle of geese joins the Palm Sunday procession
of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield.

Courtesy of Venessa Ritman
ADDRESSING THE CANDIDATES…Kathleen Fetissoff, pictured center, of the
New Jersey League of Women Voters, addresses the five candidates who are vying
for the three open seats on the Mountainside Board of Education, at the
Mountainside PTA-sponsored Candidate Night.

Five BOE Candidates Take
To Forum in Mountainside

By ERIC D.WILDSTEIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside
PTA members, administrators and
residents filled the media center at
Beechwood School on March 24 to
pose questions to, and discuss issues
with, candidates running for the board
of education (BOE).

With school board elections set for
Tuesday, April 20, the five candidates
tackled concerns about the budget,
district education practices and cur-
riculum, and talked about what they
intend to accomplish for
Mountainside.

The only incumbent running for
re-election is Carmine Venes, who
is seeking his third consecutive
term.

Newcomers vying for the three open
BOE seats include Marilyn Atlas-
Berney, an attorney who runs her
practice out of her home and has two
children in the Mountainside school
system; Lauren Elmblad, a member
of the PTA; Christopher Minks, an
attorney, and James Ruban, a project
architect.

Mr. Ruban said, “It will be an honor
for me that Candidates’ Night will be
held in the Beechwood Library that I
designed and helped construct.”

Mr. Minks, a commercial trans-
actions attorney who has served on
municipal boards throughout his ca-
reer, said, “My decision to run is
born out of frustration and a lack of
transparency with the board of edu-
cation.”

He criticized the BOE for what he
said was transgressing to “governance
by executive order.” Mr. Minks said,
“A principle obligation of a board
member is to seek out the opinions of
the public, not to await those few who
have the opportunity to come to the
meetings.”

He proffered that, “Redirection and
guidance can be equally as important
as change.”

Ray Hannon of Mountainside asked
the candidates what they see as a
positive idea to improve the quality
of education in the district.

Mrs. Atlas-Berney stressed better
communication so parents can be-
come more involved. She noted the
importance of computers and tech-
nology as a central source for the
BOE to share information with the
community.

She referred to a situation last year
in which a school bomb threat spi-
raled into a stressful and confusing
situation for parents – herself included
– due to a communication breakdown.

Suzanne Zimmerman, whose child
attended the school, said, “I just
wanted to know what was going on,
something. I couldn’t get any infor-
mation.” She continued, “There
should be a bulletin or something that
lets a parent take a deep breath and go
on with their day.”

Mrs. Atlas-Berney noted that al-
though it was posted on the
Mountainside schools’ website, most
people did not go to it. “Policy should
be directed towards making sure par-
ents are informed,” she said. “I want
to know what happened, why it hap-

pened, and what’s going to be done
about it.”

Mr. Ruban advised that open com-
munication could help seek out better
prices and educate people about other
projects in the community. He said,
“I would like to see the board work a
lot closer with the council and other
agencies in town.” Mr. Minks offered
a challenge to “open up the BOE’s
doors and break down arbitrarial
walls.”

Mr. Venes, who has worked closely
with the BOE amidst the recent bud-
get crisis, said, “These are not normal
times. We are doing the best we can
with the resources we have.”

He said, “Our test scores are at the
top of the state, and number one in
Union County. The results of our test
scores indicate that the board is work-
ing together.”

Mrs. Elmblad commended the dis-
trict for “doing more with less” and
minimizing the impact that the 2010-
2011 budget, which lost 95 percent of
state aid, will have on Mountainside
children. Mr. Venes noted, “These
budget challenges are not insurmount-
able.”

A tuition fee increase for
Mountainside children to attend Gov-
ernor Livingston High School in Ber-
keley Heights will cost taxpayers an
additional $171 next year. Alyson
Seau asked about the future of
Mountainside’s relationship with
Berkeley Heights and Governor
Livingston High School.

Mr. Venes said, “It is our responsi-
bility to the community to question
contractual costs to go to Berkeley
Heights.”

Mrs. Atlas-Berney described Gov-
ernor Livingston as “one of the num-
ber one high schools in New Jersey.”
She said, “I want my child going to
the best high school possible.”

The BOE has encouraged all
Mountainside residents to cast their
votes regarding the candidates and
the 2010-2011 budget on election day,
Tuesday, April 20.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SALUTE TO FIREFIGHTER MAGLIONE…Many area residents came out March
27 to the fundraiser for Westfield firefighter Daniel Maglione, who was diagnosed
with Cancer of Unknown Primary. The benefit was hosted by Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield, and was organized by the Westfield FMBA Local 30. Mr. Maglione is
undergoing aggressive chemotherapy through Robert Wood Johnson Hospital. All
proceeds from the event went toward firefighter Maglione and his family to support
their battle with the disease. Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums played
during the night.

Bill Would Extend Ban of Dual-Office
Holding, Include Appointed Positions
TRENTON — Assemblyman

Domenick DiCicco (LD-4,
Gloucester) has asked legislators to
consider reform legislation he has
introduced that prohibits dual-office
holding for all elected officials.

Mr. DiCicco added that while the
bill would extend the ban on elected
officials from holding more than one
public office to those who were
grandfathered in under the current
law, just as importantly, the measure
would also prohibit someone who
holds public office from simulta-
neously holding a salaried appointive
public office or position with the state,
county, municipality or an authority/
commission.

“This isn’t about targeting any per-
son, group or party,” he continued.
“The intent of this legislation is to
assure diversity of thought in our
political process, as well as to rein in
the cost of government, and to relieve
the burden on taxpayers, who are
footing the costs in salaries and pen-
sion benefits for officials who hold
more than one public position and the
conflicts that creates,” Mr. DiCicco
said.

Mr. DiCicco said the bill would
force elected officials in both parties
to choose which salaried position they
will serve in.

In addition to the ban on public
officials simultaneously holding sala-

ried appointments, specifically, the
bill would remove the exemption that
allows officials who held more than
one office prior to February 1, 2008,
to continue serving in those offices.

WF Library Agrees to $88,000
In Funding Givebacks

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield’s library
board will return roughly $88,000 to
the Town of Westfield, as the council’s
Finance Policy Committee “combs
the budget line item by line item,”
said council liaison to the board, Keith
Loughlin.

The givebacks are broken down
into $21,185 in reimbursements to
the town for the Joint Insurance Fund
(JIF), $45,855 into the Public Em-
ployees Retirement System (PERS),
$2,000 for telephone services and a
$25,000 early payment to the town
for the 2011 building-improvement
fee. The total is offset by a $6,620
loss in workers-compensation money.

The library board voted unani-
mously on the givebacks. The board,
a nine-member entity, includes Dou-

glas Stokes, Pam Wiaczek, James
Capone, Stacy Weinman, Michael
Fisher, Thomas Delaney, Eric
Leuthold, Mr. Loughlin, who serves
as the mayor’s designee, and Gary
McCready, the superintendent’s al-
ternate.

“We are looking for creative ways
for the library, which has a surplus, to
assist the town in this time of great
need,” Mr. Loughlin said. “We are
trying to preserve services and mini-
mize reductions…I’m glad this de-
gree of scrutiny is paid to [all levels]
of the budget.”

Mark Ciarrocca, the town council’s
Finance Policy Committee chairman,
said, “We are trying to maximize the
amount that we can use of the library’s
surplus for the amounts attributable
to services the town provides for the
library.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside
Salary Freeze

SCOTCH PLAINS – Students of
the Union County Vocational Techni-
cal School (UCVTS) Academy for
Performing Arts are holding their First
Annual Tricky Tray on Friday, May
14, at 6 p.m. at West Hall Cafeteria on
the UCVTS campus, 1776 Raritan
Road, Scotch Plains. For tickets, call
Kris Chmara (908) 377-4978.

Vo-Tech Tricky Tray

“I think that probably those who
voted for the governor are shocked at
what came down the pike (with re-
gard to aid cuts),” Ms. Winkler said.

She said the Christie Administra-
tion has promised “tool kits” with
reforms on pensions, benefits and on
negotiations that would lead to teach-
ers retiring to save districts money.

“[We] don’t want them to retire,” or
be laid off, Ms. Winkler said, noting
that the district does not want to re-
duce its level of quality teachers. “We
have to do what’s best for the kids,”
she said.

Michael Lewis, a candidate for the
Fanwood seat, said he believes any

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F BOE Awaits Aid Details
freeze in staff salaries needs to be
“part of a larger discussion on the
restructuring of aid,” which he said
would have to be done by the state
Legislature.

“And that (the restructuring of
school aid) needs to be done from the
top-down,” Mr. Lewis said. He called
the decision by the SP-F BOE to vote
down a planned 7.4-percent raise to
teachers over two years “responsible,”
given the large state-aid cut.

Mountainside BOE announced
Tuesday night a district-wide salary
freeze, which Mountainside Business
Administrator Roderic McLaughlin
said would save  $440,000.

PROM...Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains hosted on March 20 the annual
regional “prom” with 220 students from central and northern New Jersey attend-
ing. Pictured, seated, from left to right, are: Jackie Grossman, Julia Queller,
Jordan Guber, Kate Haveson; standing, Gabi Sabony, Allison Zale, Carly Grossman,
Michael Sabony, Bari Grossman, Max Menaker, Eve Rosenheck, Alison Koransky,
Jordan Siegel, Andrew Deutchman, Josh Getman, Ilana Rood and Kayla Seigelstein.

Administrator Jeanette Baubles said,
“Some staff members will be im-
pacted.” She continued, “We can’t
reveal the names of those staff who
will be minimized.”

Though some staff will be cut, Mr.
McLaughlin said class sizes would
not increase. Mrs. Baubles also re-
ported “fifth graders will still be
changing classes.” She said options
would still be explored for pay-to-
play sports such as tennis, field
hockey, volleyball and track.

BOE President Mary Beth
Schaumberg said “difficulty finding
competitors and lack of participa-
tion” are some reasons for the exclu-
sion of those sports in the budget.
Mrs. Baubles commented, “I hope
we find a way to bring some of these
back.”

Kristen Ciccimarra of
Mountainside asked if surplus could
be regenerated going forward. Mr.
McLaughlin explained, “Surplus is a
rainy-day fund, and this is a rainy
day.” He continued, “The state tapped
into everyone’s piggy bank that did
the right thing.”

“Unless there’s an Easter egg out
there, it will be hard to replace those
surplus reserves, especially since
things are rapidly changing,” he said.

Mr. McLaughlin said the goal of
the BOE is “finding a balance in
challenging times.” He said the board
“believes this is the right thing to do,”
and it is “what we can do to substan-
tiate what the governor has recom-
mended.”



This Is Westfield 2010

Each spring, This Is Westfield is mailed to every household in Westfield with the
newspaper and it is published on our website www.goleader.com. It is a year-round

reference for residents and a gift for newcomers.
This Is Westfield features the region’s business, education, civic, government and

cultural organizations.

It is distributed by many groups such as realtors, libraries and the town.

A must for businesses and organizations in the region

The 38th Annual Edition, coming in May

Deadlines:
March 1: Ad Space Reservation

March 31: Ad Submittal

Ad Format: Submit your Ad as a pdf file.
You can upload large files direct to our
server.

Email sales@goleader.com for username
and password or call (908) 232-4407.

Dimensions and Price:
Full Page - 10” x 12”                 $1,200
Half Page vertical -  5” x 12”         $675
Half Page horizontal - 10” x 6”      $675
Quarter Page -  5” x 6”   $400

    The Westfield Leader & The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
                            P.0. BOX 250 - 251 North Avenue West - Westfield, NJ 07091

Telephone:  908 - 232 - 4407 - Fax: 908 - 232-0473 - EMAIL: sales@goleader.com

This Is Westfield
Special Edition May 2009
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Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

Need help deciding what to do with the 
assets in your retirement plan from a 
former employer? During these 
challenging economic times, it’s more 
important than ever to find the right 
strategy for you and your beneficiaries. 
Call today, and together we can explore all 
of the options for your retirement savings. 

Has your job been affected 
by the shrinking economy?

Investment and Insurance Products:     NOT FDIC Insured      NO Bank Guarantee     MAY Lose Value

Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL cardholders. 

Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click on 

Online Calendar, or call 
908.789.4090 ext 4140

The Nostalgia Big Band 
Tuesday, April 6  7:00 pm 

At the Town Hall 

Sponsored by the

Westfield Memorial Library 

Tommy Dorsey, Glenn 
Miller, Count Basie, 
Artie Shaw, Benny 

Goodman, Harry James 
—Is this the music you 
fell in love with? Come 

and relive your past with 
Nostalgia, a 17-member 

swing and dance band 
with male and female 

vocalists.
Hear all the hits of the 

Big Band Era! 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

This Is Westfield 201038th Annual Edition
Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

It’s Time We Send Statesmen, Not
Politicians, to Washington, D.C.

By David Larsen
Republican Candidate for Congress

Some basic values are sorely lack-
ing in Washington. We – the voters –
know this intuitively and now a CNN/
Opinion Research Corporation poll
has spelled it out for us. According to
the survey released last month, only
26 percent of the public trusts the
federal government most of the time
or always. There are many reasons
we don’t trust our elected representa-
tives, probably too many to mention
here. But I’ll share a few on my own
list, as well as paint a picture of what
a trustworthy Congressman looks like.

The struggle to ensure widespread,
monumental healthcare reform that
recently culminated in our capitol
highlights the problems contributing
to lack of voter trust. First, there were
the backroom deals and pressuring
specific key Senators and Congress-
men. So much for the opinions of
voters in any given state mattering to
the power brokers in Washington.
Instead, we saw legal bribery – using
taxpayer money – to secure votes.

Enough on what’s wrong in Wash-
ington. As an antidote to lack of trust,
I propose the age-old and timeless
principles of public virtue and states-
manship. These ideas go back centu-
ries, but were perhaps best crystal-
lized for us by the great John Adams
and George Washington. The notion
they espoused in public virtue is to
voluntarily sacrifice your own per-
sonal benefit for the good of society.
The idea is that you don’t get elected
to elevate yourself and your own
agenda. You are elected to serve the
people who put you in office. So
strongly did John Adams feel about
public virtue that he called it, “the
only foundation of Republics.” (Re-
member “to the Republic, for which
we stand?”) As our current politi-
cians seek their own good, we reap
the consequences because “a house
divided against itself cannot stand,”
to quote Abraham Lincoln.

On to the lost art of statesmanship,
simply put, a statesman is someone
who means what he says and says

what he means. A statesman is an
elected official that does what is right
for the voters regardless of what is
politically correct or to his personal
benefit. Of course, the term includes
both men and women. A statesman
goes to Washington to make a differ-
ence, not a career. He brings transpar-
ency and accountability to govern-
ment so people can see what he’s
voting for on their behalf. Right now
we have politicians so insulated within
the beltway that it’s become their own
little fiefdom, totally separate from
the people back in the district that
they are supposed to serve.

Some people say that the system
is broken. I say that the system,
which the framers of the Constitu-
tion designed is just fine, it’s the
politicians that are the problem. No
longer are they citizen legislators
who take a break from their busy
lives and jobs to serve for a period of
time. Instead, our current represen-
tatives have turned a stint in Wash-
ington into a lifelong, self-interested
career with you paying the tab. It’s
time we send statesmen, not politi-
cians, to Washington. For more, go
to davidlarsenforcongress.com.

Free Market System, Not More Gov’t.,
Will Reduce Healthcare Costs

UC Assumes Human
Services for WF, MS

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Department of Human Services will
begin providing assistance to resi-
dents of Westfield effective today,
April 1. The services were formerly
provided by the Westfield Depart-
ment of Human Services, and in-
cluded services to residents of
Mountainside. The move is expected
to save approximately $100,000 for
the Westfield municipal budget,
county officials said.

“This consolidation is an example
of how municipalities can use
countywide resources to help man-
age their budgets,” said Union County

Christie Signs Pension,
Benefits Reform Bills
TRENTON – Several pieces of legis-

lation to reform pensions and benefits
of public employees have been signed
into law  by Governor Chris Christie.

 A-2460 requires all public employ-
ees to pay at least 1.5 percent of their
salary toward health benefits after the
expiration of current contracts; A-
2459 limits sick leave payouts for all
new local and school employees to
$15,000; A-2461 allows workers to
opt out of the pension system and
permits new employees earning at
least $5,000 annually to enroll in a
401(k)-style plan.

In addition, legislation has been
introduced to streamline school ad-
ministration costs by centralizing pub-
lic school administration and gover-
nance at the county level.

Freeholder Chairman Daniel Sullivan.
“Shared services are something the
Freeholder Board encourages and pur-
sues aggressively because they do save
money for local governments.”

Under New Jersey state law, coun-
ties perform human services func-
tions for municipal governments that
request the arrangement through a
formal legislative procedure.

With the inclusion of Westfield and
Mountainside, the Union County De-
partment of Human Services now ad-
ministers social assistance and job-
related programs for 19 of the county’s
21 municipalities. Kenilworth and Lin-
den continue to operate independently.

Westfield and Mountainside resi-
dents will be served by the Plainfield
office, located on 200 West Second
Street in the downtown area, close to
mass transportation. It includes a
Union County One-Stop Career Cen-
ter, which provides comprehensive
job search assistance, counseling, re-
sume guidance and skills training. A
New Jersey state unemployment of-
fice is also located at the site.

To contact the Plainfield office,
call (908) 757-9090 or visit ucnj.org/
humansvcs.

By Lon Hosford
Republican Candidate for Congress

The healthcare legislation, now
dubbed Obamacare and passed by
Democrats, has spawned a growing
repeal movement. Adopting repeal is
a given, but will alternatives work?
Republican centrist alternatives have
significant faults.

Obamacare does not address the
underlying problem in healthcare: rap-
idly increasing costs. Cost reduction
is essential to solve the healthcare
concerns of Americans.

The federal and state governments
are the top cost factor, not insurance
companies, doctors, pharmaceutical
companies and other medical product
companies. There are mounting taxes,
regulations, mandates and
underfunding. These inflate health
costs and insurance bills. Obamacare
grows these costs.

The Republican alternatives and, in
particular, those sponsoring the Re-
publican Tuesday Group’s Medical
Rights and Reform Act, do not ad-
equately address costs. The Act’s title
offensively implies health is a right.
This Act has the characteristics of
government intervention like
Obamacare. Many of its provisions
are flaccid solutions.

The Act includes government inter-
vention and spending such as pur-
chasing private health plans for oth-
ers. It includes government involve-
ment in wellness programs and infor-
mation tracking systems that the pri-
vate sector is already providing.

There are individual and small busi-
ness tax incentives to purchase health
insurance. Tax reductions for one
group means another will pay more.
The Act sports creating government-
initiated insurance pools and commu-
nity health networks. The Act’s State
Innovation Program (SIP) attempts to
manipulate states with incentives, a
direct corruption of the Constitution.

What is the Constitutional role for the
federal government in healthcare re-
form? Reduce its role beyond repealing
Obamacare. Start with Medicare and
Medicaid reimbursements to providers.
Some states, like Florida, would see a
30-percent insurance rate drop if the
federal government paid its full bill.

Second, remove the cost of over
regulation. Examples include the Joint
Commission on Accreditation of

Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO)
and the Emergency Medical Treat-
ment and Active Labor Act
(EMTALA). They force ever-chang-
ing requirements on hospitals and
the medical industry, creating un-
funded and patient unpaid costs.
These costs are transferred to bills of
paying patients and, ultimately, in-
crease insurance rates.

We need to protect good doctors,
drug providers and medical product
manufacturers from “pot shot” law-
suits. Losers need to reimburse the
winner’s cost. For losers who cannot
pay, the liability shifts to the lawyer.
This will drop the malpractice insur-
ance rates. Those savings will re-
duce health costs and health insur-
ance costs.

Using the interstate commerce
clause, the federal government can
improve competition. Allowing
policy purchases across state lines is
a start. It should go further by requir-
ing interstate policy comparison
standards so you can easily deter-
mine how illnesses are covered.

The health industry has layers of
taxes you do not see embedded in
your insurance costs. Washington
likes them because they are hidden
from you. Plans to remove them
include the FairTax.

Obamacare repeal was always a
given. Control-oriented centrist Re-
publican alternatives are destined to
fail. To reduce healthcare costs, our
free market system is the answer,
not more government.

At Clerk’s Behest, Westfield
Will Address OPRA ‘Abuses’

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The town council’s
Code Review and Town Property Com-
mittee will shortly introduce legisla-
tion aimed at setting limitations on the
type of public information the town
clerk and her staff may disseminate.

Town Clerk Claire Gray said the
Open Public Records Act (OPRA),
which was signed into law in 2001,
“wasn’t completely thought out when
it was first legislated.”

She said, “We are just looking for
protection for personal information for
residents, including phone numbers,
home addresses and e-mail addresses.”

Ms. Gray also said, under the cur-
rent OPRA law, “It is not clear what
we’re allowed to charge.”

Someone filing an OPRA request
pays 75 cents each for the first 10
pages of a document, 50 cents each for
the next 10 pages and 25 cents each for
any further pages.

However, the town clerk’s office,
Ms. Gray said, is “not allowed to charge
for the time it takes to [honor a re-
quest]... Some of them are quite time-
consuming... It needs to be amended.”

She also said the amount of requests
has grown over time and become “oner-
ous,” due to the time period in which
the clerk’s office must respond.

By law, the town must notify the
person filing an OPRA request that it
has granted or denied a request for
access to government records within
seven business days after the custo-
dian of the record requested receives

the request, provided that the record is
currently available and not in storage.

Councilman Jim Foerst, chairman
of the Code Review Committee, said
OPRA is being “abused” by commer-
cial entities that are looking to get
public information to use “for their
personal financial gain.”

“They are looking for outstanding
checks, so that they can contact people
to get those people to give them a
piece of the action,” he said.

The New Jersey State League of
Municipalities (LOM) website
(njslom.org) features a sample reso-
lution calling for changes to OPRA.
It says that despite the “success” of
OPRA in “promoting transparency in
government procedures,” compliance
with the current law “can place inor-
dinate burdens on governments, par-
ticularly smaller communities, which
often have part-time individuals serv-
ing departments.”

The LOM resolution said “reforms
can be made to OPRA to recognize
the burden to local governments while
honoring the intent of the Act.”

The LOM resolution specifically
wishes to ease the time frames for com-
pliance with requests, increase reim-
bursement costs and “limit” those re-
quests of a strictly commercial nature.

By introducing its legislation,
Westfield would join a half-dozen
other local towns and the Union
County freeholder office in enacting
stricter OPRA standards.

In other Code Review Committee
business, Mr. Foerst said more than a
year after hearing an initial complaint,
the council will vote shortly on a mea-
sure to “streamline” the process for a
resident wishing to place a temporary
handicap ramp on his or her property.

Previously, erection of a ramp was
an “onerous” process, Mr. Foerst said;
the ramp violated the town’s zoning
ordinance, and a variance was needed.

Now, Mr. Foerst said, the issue is
being “taken away” from the board of
adjustment (BOA), and if certain cri-
teria are met, a permit would be is-
sued to place a temporary ramp on the
property. By law, the structure would
have to come down within 60 days.

According to Mr. Foerst, the board of
adjustment attorney, Vince Loughlin,
was not in favor of a rule change.

“He (Vince Loughlin) felt the situa-
tion at present is more appropriate and
that a means [already] exists to accom-
modate such a request,” Mr. Foerst said.

The Code Review Committee chair-
man, however, disagrees. Mr. Foerst
said, “Because of the timing and the
BOA process [that exists presently],
it may impair someone’s ability to
come home from a facility. Even in
light of [Loughlin’s] request that we
not do anything, nevertheless, we are
recommending the council approve
the ordinance.”

Passage could take between 60 and
90 days. Any zoning ordinance change
requires planning-board approval.
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Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

ALL STORES
OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield, 333 South Ave. East. ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT

BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective Sunday, March 28 thru Tuesday, April 6, 2010. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Artwork does not necessarily 
represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

Alamos
• CHARDONNAY
• MALBEC
• CABERNET899

Jacob’s
Creek

Gnarly
Head

RESERVEMALBEC

Cupcake
ALL
TYPES 899

Mirassou
ALL
TYPES 899

1099

Dr.
Loosen

RIESLING ALL TYPES

999

Glen Ellen
•CABERNET •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY
•PINOT GRIGIO 
•WT. ZINFANDEL 799

Liberty Creek
CAB, CHARD,, MERLOT
WT. ZINFANDEL 599

Inglenook
•CASK •CLASSIC
•PROPRIETOR SERIES 799

Barefoot Cellars
ALL TYPES 999

• CABERNET 
• MERLOT 1399

• CHARDONNAY 1099

Black Box
ALL TYPES 2199

Arbor Mist
ALL TYPES 699

Paul Masson
ALL TYPES 1099

899
750
ML

Santa
Margherita
Pinot Grigio 1999

750
ML

Mondavi
Private Selection
ALL
TYPES 999

750
ML

Cavit
Pinot Grigio
And All
Other Types1299

750
ML

750
ML

Toasted
Head

•CABERNET  •MERLOT
•CHARDONNAY

1199

• CAB  • MERLOT
• PINOT NOIR . . . . . . . . . . . . .1499

• CHARD  • SYRAH
• ZINFANDEL  • MERITAGE  . . .1199

• RIESLING
• SAUV BLANC  . . . . . . . . . . . . .999

Mondavi
Napa

Mondavi
Napa

Mondavi
Napa

•Cabernet  . . . . . . .1999

•Pinot Noir  . . . . . .1999

•Merlot . . . . . . . . . .1599

•Chardonnay  . . . .1499

•Fume Blanc . . . . .1399

Rodney Strong

Brancott
Sauvignon

Blanc
999

Don Miguel
Gascon

1099

Villa Luisa
Brunello

2004

2999
750
ML

750
ML

•CABERNET   •MERLOT  •SHIRAZ
•CHARD •RIESLING
•PINOT GRIGIO
•PINOT NOIR •ZIN   
•SAUV. BLANC 1199

1.5 L 999
1.5 L

•WHITE ZINFANDELWoodbridge
by Robert Mondavi

750
ML

1.5 L 1.5 L

Beringer
WHITE ZINFANDEL 999

1.5 L

Little Penguin
ALL TYPES 1199

1.5 L

Luna Di Luna
BLENDS
ALL TYPES 1399

1.5 L

BeerBeer
We Carry the Largest Selection
of Imported & Domestic Beer:
MORE THAN ANYONE ELSE
IN NEW JERSEY!

Is At Our

EverydayEveryday
LOW DISCOUNTED
PRICES!

Canada

Inniskillin
Ice Wine

Vidal Blanc
2006

4499

The nobility of this vin-
tage shines with an
alluring assortment of
fresh nectarine, papaya,
litchi, tangerine and
orange blossoms. These
exquisite fruit flavors,
combined with invigor-
ating acidity offer
multi-layers of balanced
pleasure.

375
ML 1599

750
ML1399

750
ML 2199

750
ML899

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML 750

ML

3 L

4 L

1.5 L

1.5 L

3 L

1.5 L

1599
750
ML

Colchagua, Chile

Casa
Lapostolle

Cabernet
Sauvignon ‘07

This Cabernet Sauvignon
features a deep nose of
blackberry and rusticity.
The palate is deep with
plenty of ripe, tannic
fruit and the finish is
round and lengthly. It
should age well for a
couple of years.

Provenance
Sauvignon

Blanc
2008

A subtle expression of
Sauvignon Blanc, with
honeydew melon, spice,
tangerine and nectarine
flavors and a gentle yet
persistent acidity. Likeable
for its elegance and
focus, along with its
echoing finish.

Allegrini
Palazzo

della Torre
2006

This is a very polished,
elegant Palazzo della
Torre with pretty layers
of mocha, spices and
new leather that add
complexity to the fresh
vibrant fruit.

Kendall
Jackson

Grand Reserve
Merlot 2006
Black plum, boysenberry,
and cherry flavors dance
amongst the violet,
chocolate and cedar
notes. This wine is
smooth and the tannings
are refined and round.
In true Merlot character,
this wine caresses the
mouth and lingers
beyond each sip.

Trimbach
Alsace

Riesling
2007

This subtle Riesling offers
a finely woven mix of
white peach and crushed
pine needle flavors with
hints of brine and smoke.
There’s a racy acidity, but
it’s well-meshed and a
mineral note lingers on
the delicate finish.
Drink now through 2015.

Brazin
Old Vines

CALIFORNIA
ZINFANDEL

1399
750
ML

FranziaFranziaFranzia
ALL 5L BOXES

•WORLD
CLASSICS

1399

VINTNER
SELECT 1499

HOUSE WINE
FAVORITES 1199

• CHARDONNAY
• SAUV. BLANC 1099

• CAB  • MERLOT
• SYRAH • ZINFANDEL1299

• PINOT NOIR
• CLARET 1599

DIAMOND SERIES

ALL 750 MLS.

750
ML

750
ML

SPARKLING WINES
& CHAMPAGNES

Korbel
• BRUT  • X-DRY
• BRUT ROSE 1199

La Marca
PROSECCO 1099

Veuve Clicquot
BRUT 

YELLOW LABEL CHAMPAGNE

3999

Freixenet
CORDON NEGRO 899

Andre
SPARKLING WINE 499

Martini & Rossi
ASTI 1199

SPECIAL
RESERVE

•RUBY
•TAWNY

1399 1099

Erben
EISWEIN 1999

Havey’s
Bristol Cream
SHERRY 1299

Cockburn
DESSERT WINES

•Pouilly Fuisse  . . . . . . . .1799

•Macon Villages  . . . . . . . .999

•Beaujolais Villages  . . . . .899

Clos du BoisClos du BoisClos du Bois
•PINOT NOIR  . . . . . . .1599

•CABERNET•MERLOT
•ZINFANDEL  . . . . . . . . .1399

•SAUV. BLANC •CHARD
•PINOT GRIGIO  . . . . .1199

SONOMA ALL 750 MLS

Ruffino

Duboeuf

Ports ALL 750 MLS.

ORGANIC WINES

DUCALE
GOLD LABEL 3199

DUCALE
TAN LABEL 2199

ALL 750 MLS

750
ML

375
ML

Dewar’s
White Label

SCOTCH

3199
1.75 L

Ketel
One

REGULAR OR CITROEN

3899
1.75 L

Jack
Daniel’s

TENNESSEE WHISKEY

3999
1.75 L

Beefeater
Gin

IMPORTED

2999
1.75 L

Kahlua
COFFEE

LIQUEUR

1899
750 ML

1.75 LMcCormick 1399
1.75 LSmirnoff 1999
1 LThree Olives 2299

750 MLDouble Cross 4499

BOURBONCANADIAN

COGNAC & BRANDY

VODKA

Evan
Williams 2199

1.75 L

Knob
Creek 3199

750
ML

GIN CORDIALS

Cointreau 2999

BLENDED

E&J 
BRANDY 999 Chambord 2599

Glenlivet
12-YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT

750 ML

Christian 
Brothers
BRANDY 1999

Canadian 
L.T.D 1399

1.75 L

Crown
Royal 2499

750
ML

RUM

TEQUILA

•Di Saronno 750 ML

•Frangelico 750 ML

•Romana Sambuca
REG. OR BLACK (750 ML) 

•Stock Limonce
LIMONCELLO (1L)

•Baileys
Irish
Cream

•Licor 43

1999

750
ML

1 L

750
ML

Your Choice!

Bacardi
LIGHT, GOLD OR SELECT

2199
1.75 L

Seagram’s
7 Crown

1899
1.75 L

Gordon’s
Gin

1799
1.75 L

Your
Choice! 2199

3599

1.75 L

750
ML

Including Yarden,
Baron Herzog,
Kedem, Weinstock
& Manischewitz
Excludes advertised
sale items and
in-store specials.

20% OFF20% OFF
ANY BOTTLE, SIZE OR TYPE OF

Our Passover

Kosher Wine
Selections

Our Passover

Kosher Wine
Selections

WS
91

WE
90

WS
91

WA
90

WE
90

WS
91

750
ML

• CAB
• CHARD
• SHIRAZ

Patron
Silver

3799
750
ML

Hennessy
XO 9999

750 ML

SCOTCH

Johnnie
Walker

BLACK LABEL

5999
1.75 L

Clan
MacGregor

1899
1.75 L

CoppolaCoppolaCoppola
750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

DuboeufDuboeuf

CockburnCockburn

RuffinoRuffino
750
ML

CHIANTI RESERVE Our
Daily Red

899
750
ML

Rodney StrongRodney Strong

Kendall JacksonKendall JacksonKendall Jackson
• CABERNET 
• MERLOT 2199

• CHARDONNAY 1499

750
ML

750
ML

GRAND RESERVE

Kendall JacksonKendall JacksonKendall Jackson
VINTNER’S RESERVE  ALL 750 MLS

Debit
Card

Captain
Morgan

2599
1.75 L

SPICED
RUM

750 ML

Absolut
Vodka

REGULAR OR FLAVORS

2199
1 L

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective through 
Tues., April 6, 2010.

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & Spirits Store Open 
Sunday

The Marketplace...

Gift Baskets for any Occasion

Chevre
Aux Epices

999
REG.
11.99

Abbaye
de Belloq

1999
REG.

24.99 lb.lb.

Grafton
Clothbound

Cheddar

1299
REG.

16.99 lb.
REG.

13.99 lb.

PERFECT FOR THE HOLIDAYS...

Wine Tasting!
Join Us...Saturday, April 3 

3:00 to 5:00 pm
Sample Wines

From Cupcake Winery 

Super Coupon
All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon To Receive Discount

With this coupon. Good at Westfield ShopRite Wines & Spirits only. 
Effective thru Sat., April. 10, 2010.

Cupcake
Winery 799750 ML, All Types

SAVE
1.00

Prima Donna 
Fino

1099
lb.

NO
LIMIT!

Celebrate any occasion in style! Whether it is
for your guests or a gift for your hostess bring
the gift that keeps on giving...a tray of hand

cut artisinal cheeses.

lb.

New Teen Driver Law
To Begin May 1

TRENTON – New Jersey Motor
Vehicle Commission (MVC) Acting
Chief Administrator Raymond
Martinez and Attorney General Paula
Dow have announnced the enactment
of Kyleigh’s Law, a first in the nation
initiative they said was  designed to
help prevent “senseless teen driver
deaths and injuries.”

The new law, which begins May 1,
mandates the display of red,
reflectorized decals on the front and
rear license plates of any vehicle oper-
ated by a permit or probationary li-
cense holder under the age 21. Decals
are available at $4 per pair from motor
vehicle agencies. Failure to display
the declays may result in a $100 fine.

In addition, as of May 1, New Jersey
Graduated Driver License holders may
not operate a motor vehicle between
11:01 p.m. and 5 a.m. and may not use
a hand-held or hands-free interactive,
wireless communication device.

Medical Records to
Go Electronic in N.J.
TRENTON — New Jersey will

receive $11.4 million in federal funds
over the next four years to fund elec-
tronic health records projects that will
allow hospitals, doctors and health
insurance companies to share elec-
tronic medical records in real time
over secure networks.

The state will work with the
healthcare industry to create four re-
gional Health Information Exchanges
(HIEs) that will share information
such as lab results and medication
histories among healthcare providers
around the state.

The funding, awarded under the
federal American Recovery and Re-
investment Act (ARRA) of 2009,
moves the state closer to the national
goal of achieving interoperable elec-
tronic health records transfer capa-
bility by the year 2014.

Health and Senior Services Com-
missioner Dr. Poonam Alaigh and
Banking and Insurance Commissioner
Tom Considine explained that the goal
of the initiative is to increase patient
safety and reduce medical costs. The
Department of Human Services, which
runs the state’s Medicaid program, is
also involved in the initiative.

“If we’re going to get serious about
reducing costs, if we’re going to get
serious about managing patients with
chronic disease, and if we’re going to
get serious about coordinating care,
then accurate and robust data at the
point of care is fundamental,” Dr.
Alaigh said.

When these projects are completed
by March 2014, treatments including
diagnostic tests such as legally re-
quired lead screening for children
will be tracked, preventing unneces-
sary duplicate services. Another ben-
efit of electronic health records, health
officials said, is that any possible
adverse reactions, such as drug aller-
gies, would be known by the treating
medical staff.

As required by ARRA, all states must
develop a health information technol-
ogy network that registers every citizen
by the end of 2015.

Bernanke Confirms Debt
Worse Than Expected
WASHINGTON, D.C. – During a

House Financial Services Commit-
tee hearing March 25, Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) asked Federal Reserve
Chairman Ben Bernanke about grow-
ing federal spending and its effect on
the national debt. In response, Mr.
Bernanke confirmed that federal
spending rates and the levels of debt
coming out of Washington are even
worse than expected.

“We are experiencing deficit levels
not seen since World War II, yet the
Democratic majority continues to pass
laws, such as the government take-
over of healthcare, that will increase
our debt and raise taxes costing our
country jobs,” Mr. Lance said.

“Instead of job-killing tax increases
while dramatically expanding the size
of government, we should be looking
for ways to cut federal spending and put
our nation on a glide path toward a
balanced budget,” the congressman said.

More Government News on Pg. 16
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‘Board Watch’ Holds School Boards
Accountable for Performance

Support Arts Education
America cannot be a great nation with-

out supporting arts. Please support arts
education.

Margaret Kwas
Westfield

New Amendment to
The U.S. Constitution
I sure wish I knew someone in politics

who knew how to get this concept going:
Congress shall make no law that ap-

plies to the citizens of the United States
that does not apply equally to the Senators
and/or Representatives; and, Congress
shall make no law that applies to the
Senators and/or Representatives that does
not apply equally to the citizens of the
United States.

This new amendment must be retroac-
tive so “Obama Care” will also apply to
all who are in power right now. I am
surprised it has taken so long for someone
to think of this.

John Mancini
Westfield

‘Remarkable’ That Unions are
Willing to Sacrifice Jobs, Not Raises

Elmblad Asks for Your
Vote for MS BOE

Hopefully, the residents of
Mountainside have had the opportunity
to review the Board of Education Candi-
dates’ Forum on TV Channel 35 held at
the Beachwood School on the evening of
March 24.

After hearing and receiving feedback
from community members, it is clear the
residents of Mountainside desire better
communication from our schools. Par-
ents and community members alike con-
firmed support of their commitment to
maintaining an excellent public educa-
tion for students by presenting relevant
and timely questions to the each of the
candidates.

I, Lauren Elmblad, am dedicated to
being an advocate for the children of
Mountainside and ensuring these posi-
tive results continue, especially during
times of economic hardships. It is even
more important now for members of the
Mountainside Board of Education to
maintain fiscal responsibility while con-
tinuing to ensure high standards of aca-
demic excellence.

For improved communication, fiscal
responsibility and experience to make the
critical decisions necessary to lead the
Mountainside School District into the
future, remember to vote Line 2 for Lauren
Elmblad on April 20.

Lauren Elmblad
Mountainside BOE Candidate

A Long Way from Being ‘Once Great’

‘How Dare Governor and Legislature
Cut Taxes on the Rich,’ Writes Citizen

My name is Mitch Slater and I am the
only non-incumbent running for the
Westfield School Board on April 20.

This has been an extraordinarily chal-
lenging time for Westfield Schools and
those charged with budget allocation and
defining the future of the district’s educa-
tional excellence. The school board, along
with the superintendent, defines the vi-
sion and sets goals for our children’s
education. But who holds the school board
accountable? There should be no rubber
stamp of proposals without first asking
hard questions and, more importantly,
getting the community input.

One idea that has spread through vari-
ous regions across America is called
“Board Watch.” This innovative program
recruits and trains volunteers to evaluate
the performance of the school board on
five good governance practices: focus
and mission, transparency, conduct, role
clarity and competency during public
meetings. Every three or four months
“Board Watch” issues a type of “report
card” on these measures, as well as the
board’s overall performance, and makes
recommendations on how the board can
improve. It’s a great way to engage the
community and hold the board account-

able.
After attending the last few school board

meetings, it is clear to me the community
wants not only to be heard, but to take on
a more direct role in the key decisions
facing the board and administration.  Lets
face it — public schools belong to the
public. You fund them, (certainly not the
state anymore) and you deserve a voice.

I hope to represent that voice if elected,
but more importantly, to work hard to
make community relations a more inte-
gral part of every board meeting and
every board decision.

We need to be forward looking in order
to adapt our towns’ educational system to
the evolving needs of the economy and
the realities of our changing society. This
effort will require the collaboration of our
excellent teachers, administrators, and
most importantly you — the voters of
Westfield.

I welcome your thoughts. Please e-
mail me at slateronboard@gmail.com or
join my Westfield Facebook Community
Group — Slater on Board 2010.

Mitch Slater
Westfield BOE Candidate

As school boards prepare and present
their budgets in these difficult times, we
note that there are those places where
teachers and school boards have con-
structively recognized the reality they
confront. Understandably, no one is
pleased with absorbing such large cuts in
their education aid. But there are those
districts that have chosen what is clearly
the correct, reasonable and responsible
path: forgoing raises to avert or at least
minimize tax increases, layoffs of teach-
ers and staff or program cuts. In contrast,
that is what is happening in the
Bridgewater-Raritan School district, as
reported (March 25) in The Star-Ledger.

The school board asked the teachers’

union to forgo $403,000 in tuition reim-
bursements and reduce its scheduled 4-
percent raise – not eliminate it, just re-
duce it – to 2.5 percent. The answer from
the union: Absolutely not. The union in-
stead will force the school board to go
forward with a large staff reduction. This
is a stunning example of the will of the
few – the leaders of a teachers’ union
overriding the larger public interest. We
find it remarkable that the local bargain-
ing unit is so willing to sacrifice jobs of its
own members at a time when relatively
little is being asked of them.

Michael Drewniak
Governor Christie’s Press Secretary

How does this governor and legislature
dare to balance the budget on the backs of
honest working people and their families
and cut taxes on the rich? It seems to be
continuing the same story with a new
cast: protection of special interests and
their elitist buddies at the expense of the
middle class. It’s easy to destroy public

education when your children attend pri-
vate school. Government should be “for
the people and by the people.” These
decisions smack of inequity and irrespon-
sibility.

Lisa Quackenbush
 Westfield

In First Ward Town Council member
Frank Arena’s letter to The Westfield
Leader on March 25, he referred to the
USA as “once great.” I find it shocking
that our elected official would refer to our
country in such a condescending manner.

There is no doubt that our country faces
major challenges today. However, our coun-
try has survived civil war, two world wars,
Korea, Vietnam, Iraq, Afghanistan, reces-
sions and the depression. We have not only
survived all these events and challenges, we
have thrived and we have outpaced our
fellow countries in this world and we will
continue to do so. That is because we are and
always will be the greatest country in the
world. We have done this best when we all
work together. We should all follow Mr.
Arena’s suggestion from his letter to The
Leader of March 17, 2005. He said then that
we all should, “…have respect for the Presi-
dent of the United States and all the respon-
sibilities of that office.”

Especially when we all work together,
we are a very long way from being “once
great.”

Mr. Arena calls Governor Christie
“brave.” He may be decisive in cutting
expenses, but he was reckless in giving

the towns such a short period of time to
execute these reductions. He was reck-
less when he sent [Education Commis-
sioner] Bret Schundler to meet with the
state’s school boards to advise them that
there would be as much as a 15-percent
reduction and then a week later revise that
to a 90-percent reduction for Westfield.

The impact for Westfield is either a
reduction of the teachers’ new raises or an
elimination of 12 teaching positions and
the ensuing erosion of quality of our school
system. Perhaps Governor Christie should
have not allowed the so-called “million-
aires’ tax” to expire. That, combined with
the state’s teachers’ salary freeze, would
probably prevent the planned elimination
of as many as 7,000 teacher positions in
this state.

Westfielders will do what they can to
support, through paying for extracurricu-
lar activities and supporting the teachers
as much as they can, to continue the
excellence of our school system. We will
all work together to overcome these chal-
lenges.

Jim Baker
Westfield

Ed. Funding Needs Equitable Aid,
Not Reliance on Property Taxes

I had written earlier about my belief
that consolidation and shared services
will play an important role in the funding
of education going forward. Recent events
out of Trenton warrant some additional
thoughts.

1, The current Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education (SP-F BOE) deserves
our deep thanks for the balanced and
thoughtful approach it has taken toward
the budget to date, for the contract that it
negotiated with our teachers that had
merit- based on then-current circum-
stances, and for the restraint it has shown
subsequently in the face of much pressure
when those circumstances changed. As I
said before, it is a labor of love.

 2, I cannot comment on the disparity
between guidance given by the Christie
Administration to school boards and the
ultimate implementation of aid cuts be-
yond supposition that it involves calcula-
tions involving politics and judicial re-
view.

However, painful though it may be in
the near term, to the extent that serious
issues such as teacher contracts, the costs
associated with multiple school districts
and administrators; and a fair look at the
benefits and costs to all participants in the
process – students, teachers, administra-
tors, and all taxpayers – are being dis-
cussed seriously for what seems to be the
first time, we may indeed be seeing the
beginning of a basic restructuring of edu-
cation in New Jersey.

I anticipate that shared services will
figure prominently in that restructuring.

3, I have a saying that, “Where one
stands is a function of where one sits.”

How one feels about how the near-term
pain of the Christie cuts are distributed
depends on how much time one has to
adjust to the situation, one’s core values
(and those of the community as a whole)
and how one believes the longer-term
will play out. When one has three days to
plug a $3.4-million shortfall, layoffs and
increased class sizes figure prominently
and that was my advice to the board when
community input was solicited (a signifi-
cant tax hike being pretty much a given in
any eventuality).

With more time one can contemplate a
greater range of options including those I
am proposing for a greater regionalization
and rationalization of administrative ser-
vices, but in the near term it would be
irresponsible to rule out further signifi-
cant layoffs and increased class sizes.

For the record, I am not against in-
creased class sizes per se, but understand
(and have been reminded) that commu-
nity values and current teaching methods
both dictate that this should indeed be a
last resort.

(In the interests of full disclosure I
went to a parochial elementary school in
Roselle and was taught by the Sisters of
St. Joseph, Chestnut Hill).

4, I do believe that, longer term, the
state will have to move toward a more
equitable system of aid allocation, and
away from reliance on property taxes as a
primary means of funding education. But
one must live in the present, and the
present is going to be (undeniably) pain-
ful.

Michael Lewis, Candidate,
SP-F BOE Fanwood seat

Hocus-Pocus Healthcare and
‘Abracadabra Academics’

“The first of April is the day we remember what we
are the other 364 days of the year.” — Mark Twain.

Today, Thursday, most residents are careful about
believing what they hear or see because of April
Fools’ Day. They don’t want to get
hooked by a prank.

We are careful today, as well –
about believing things like how hocus-
pocus healthcare is going to help us.
A lot of fools were involved in pass-
ing something with a “nuclear op-
tion,” now they are trying to read and
write what they passed under the pre-
tense of “reconciliation.”

They were not foolish enough to be
vexed by the Constitution or to have
their prattle relevant to themselves.
The good of the debate was discarded
as inconvenient. The greasing of
palms, pay-offs for votes, are “à la
carte” and the burden on our genera-
tion – and those of future generations – is “carte
blanche.” This is not willy-nilly. This monkeyshine
is notably more than an April Fools’ Day shenani-
gan.

The April Fools’ Day tradition is thought to have
started in France around 1582. Prior to that, the New
Year was celebrated for eight days, beginning on
March 25 and ending on April 1. Charles IX changed
the calendar then. The Gregorian calendar was intro-
duced, and New Year’s Day was moved to January 1.

However, news back then traveled by foot, and
many did not learn of the calendar change for several
years. Others refused to accept the new calendar and
continued to celebrate the New Year on April 1. The
populace labeled these people as “fools” and sub-
jected them to ridicule. They were made the butt of
practical jokes.

This tradition of pranks on the first day of April

spread to England and Scotland in the 18th century
and was then introduced to the American colonies.
For the most part, April Fools’ Day is supposed to be
a funfest, where some carry out their brand of humor

at the expense of others.
Pranks on April Fools’ Day range

from simply saying, “Your shoe’s
untied!” or perhaps setting a
roommate’s alarm clock back an hour.
Whatever the gag, the trickster ends it
by yelling to his victim, “April Fool!”

The local April Fools’ Day derision
this year falls on April 20, when the
public is asked to vote on school
budgets. The hot foot seems to be on
the teachers’ union, the New Jersey
Education Association (NJEA), so
accustomed to marketing “Vote ‘Yes’
on the Budget” and “Do it for the
Kids.” With $140 million in union
dues to trundle their tune, we find it

hard to imagine what they would say. The irony is
that their missives impel layoffs of their members –
and that’s no joke. Teachers are people, too.

The BOEs and unions keep telling the public how
they are slashing budgets and saving money. Yet
taxes keep rising. Did the Westfield BOE and unions
agree in contract for $10 million or so in salary
increases to save $4 million in healthcare? If so,
that’s “Abracadabra Academics.”

We think the teachers’ unions should better con-
sider their members and hold true to their profession
of educating the children. Teachers, or any other
public employee of good standing for that matter,
should not lose their jobs during this time that
society reconciles the fiscal imperatives.

Were Samuel Langhorne Clemens alive today,
would our naiveté lead him to shout:

 April Fool!?!

Mark Twain

There’s Something Wrong With the Funding Formula;
There’s A ‘Bully in The Schoolyard’

Many articles, editorials, and letters
to the editor have been written over the
past two weeks regarding Governor
Christie’s slashing of state aide to public
schools, while maintaining 100 percent
aide to charter schools. School districts
were originally told to prepare for a 15
percent reduction. We were all caught
off guard when the governor mandated
that public schools slash their budgets
by 5 percent.

This drastic change cut over 90 percent
of funding to Westfield. Although I have
disagreed at times with others’ views on
the topic, I think it is important to note that
the common thread in every article I have
read is that there is something wrong with
the funding formula. There is something
wrong when a district like Westfield, a
public school, receives less than 1 percent
of its funding from the state.

Not only are the cuts drastic, but the
governor mandated that schools make
these cuts in only six days. How can
boards of education be fiscally respon-
sible with such unreasonable time con-
straints?

I have been a school counselor in

Westfield for 10 years and president of
the Westfield Education Association for
two. I grew up here, graduated from
Westfield High School in 1991 and pur-
chased a home here in 1999. I see the hard
work and dedication of our teachers, not
only in the building where I work, but in
the schools that my sons attend. I am
lucky to live in such a wonderful commu-
nity where education is a top priority and
where each and every child is challenged
on a daily basis.

With all that has transpired in Trenton
recently, it appears that our newly-elected
governor has a vendetta against public
education. He is the “bully” in the
schoolyard, the bully we vehemently pro-
tect our children from.

The Westfield Education Association
understands the difficult economic times
we are all living in. Healthcare costs have
skyrocketed, and we realize that it is
imperative for each educator to pay for a
portion of their healthcare. With that in
mind, we were able to save the district
over one million dollars by eliminating
the indemnity plan. This is actually a
saving of four million dollars over the life

of the contract. We agreed to increase our
co-pays for office visits and our co-pays
for prescriptions. We held stipend posi-
tions flat for year one, and slowed the
increment in years two and three. The
starting salary in year one will not in-
crease, it will also be held flat. Working
together, we were able to secure a raise
that came in well below the county aver-
age. All of this was done in February
with the intention of bringing a fair and
reasonable school budget to the public in
April.

It has not been an easy week for public
schools. Westfield is unique in the sense
that we have always had an open and
working relationship with the board of
education and superintendent. Although
times are lean, and cuts are imminent,
we will continue to provide the best
quality education to the students of
Westfield.

Our community will get through this.
In the long run, the bully never prevails.

Kim Schumacher
President,

Westfield Education Association

Letters to the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
Administration Building
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mngr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’ELia, Public Info.
908-527-4419

sdelia@ucnj.org
Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair

dsullivan@ucnj.org

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Goladar – In East India, one who has

charge of a storehouse
2. Ferdness – The state of being afraid
3. Felo-de-se – Suicide
4. Culverin – A musket or cannon used

in the Middle Ages

CURASSOW
1. A bird of South and Central America

similar to the turkey
2. A liquor of the West Indies with an

orange flavor
3. A species of sandpiper
4. A soft-shelled river tortoise

CAPILLATURE
1. A narrow passageway or crawl space

in a cave
2. The striking part of a flail
3. The act of dressing the hair
4. Skylight that admits or deflects light

FLAGITIOUS
1. Biting; very tart
2. Shameful; corrupt
3. Unfaithful; perfidious
4. Strong; powerful

FIANTS
1. Straw
2. Poise; dignity
3. Fat; blubber
4. The dung of a fox, wolf or badger

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help
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Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

STAHL FARELLA
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Criminal Defense
Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney and

recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in the field of
White Collar Criminal Defense

Civil & Employment Litigation
Christopher Farella recognized as “Super Lawyer” for

Employment Litigation (Defense) and Corporate Counsel

DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908 301 9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

The Enterprise

By HORACE CORBIN
SAL CARUANA and PETER ECHAUSSE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Part Three

www.goleader.com/planet

This Is Westfield 201038th Annual Edition
Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

Point - Counterpoint

Governor Christie and the Fiscal
Revolution, Fruit from the Trees

By SAL CARUANA

On January 19, Chris Christie took the
oath of office and became New Jersey’s
55th governor. When he lifted his hand
from the Bible, he also took official pos-
session of one of the worst fiscal crises in
modern American history.

In one year alone (ending June 30,
2009), the value of the state’s pension
fund had fallen by $17 billion to $66
billion, which in turn increased the fund’s
total unfunded liability to $46 billion. A
combination of investment losses in
worldwide markets, rising benefits and a
long bi-partisan record of inadequate state
contributions had spelled disaster for the
retirement fund, which covers over
800,000 past and present state employ-
ees.

Governor Christie also inherited a 2010
budget forecast where expenses were
scheduled to rise by $10.7 billion over
revenue projections. In one of the most
tax-burdened states in the nation, this
new shortfall would need to be funded by
even higher taxes. All of this occurring
within a larger context of $35 billion in
other state debt (third largest in the coun-
try), a national recession and a regional
unemployment rate of 10 percent.

Less than 60 days later, Governor
Christie proposed a bold 2010 budget that
not only eliminated the projected $10.7
billion increase and need for new taxes,
but also cut spending levels 9 percent
from 2009. So began the Fiscal Revolu-
tion and Christie’s determination to re-
duce the cost of state government.

In order to make room for some new
spending required under previous law,
cuts larger than 9 percent were necessary
in many 2009 categories to produce the
overall net savings. Two such areas hit
hard were state aid to education (-12.5
percent) and to municipalities (-17.4 per-
cent). Given the times, they are not unrea-
sonable reductions; however, these exact
percentages were not applied across the
board to every town. The sub-criteria the
governor used to allocate the state’s re-
duction in each category to individual
communities resulted in very uneven re-
sults and far greater losses to Westfield.

Under Christie’s proposal, state aid to
our local government in 2010 will decline
by 23 percent ($1 million) while aid to our
school district will fall by a staggering 92
percent ($4.2 million). The obvious ques-
tion is this: How does a state budget cut of
12.5 percent in education aid translate
into a 92-percent loss in Westfield? That
is another story for another day about a
budgetary methodology that was mis-
guided, punitive and overreaching.

Reductions in state aid to education
and municipalities are really “soft cuts”
in state expenses. A soft cut is one that
transfers the responsibility for the hard
cuts (such as jobs and programs) down
the line. As a result of these reductions,
the hard cuts they force are not inside of
state government but in local communi-
ties, where our board of education and
town council must further downsize to
deal with their losses in aid.

The state budget is very complex and has
a lot of moving parts. Having said that, in a
world of bottom lines, here are two dots you
can connect: The 2010 budget is $2.4 billion
less than 2009, and almost $1.4 billion of
that reduction is coming from cuts in state
aid to education ($1.1 billion) and munici-
palities ($275 million). To put it another
way, almost 58 percent of the state’s sav-

ings in 2010 is not from shrinkage in the size
of state government but from a forced
downsizing of local education and munici-
pal services.

Frankly, I wish our new governor would
have focused his budget on larger hard
cuts in New Jersey’s bloated state gov-
ernment while passing the buck (actually
58 cents on the dollar) to the municipali-
ties. Is that too much to hope for in the
first 60 days of a new administration?
Probably. Nevertheless, Governor
Christie in his first budget turned to the
low-hanging fruit called state aid, and
Westfield education has been picked
clean. Clearly, he now needs to find a tall
ladder in time for future budgets, hope-
fully one that is long enough to reach the
rarified air of county government, where
political bosses hide in plain sight amongst
spending waste, vast public payrolls and
cronyism.

Without major reform, including seri-
ous conversations about eliminating this
anachronistic layer of government, less
hope exists for New Jersey’s beleaguered
taxpayers. On the bright side, Christie
does bring to Trenton a very helpful les-
son he learned from his days as a success-
ful U.S. Attorney, and that is to always
look to the tallest branches when search-
ing for the sweetest fruit. Time will tell.

Next week: Is this fiscal crisis the tip-
ping point for public education, and will
it be the next great American industry in
a recent series to collapse under the rising
costs of unionism?

Not Fair to Question
Legitimacy of an

Elected Gov’t.
It is still not clear who won the Presiden-

tial election in 2002. Those opposed to
George Bush’s policies stated their objec-
tions but never questioned that he was a
legitimate President of the United States.
The process by which the election was
decided was not the way spelled out in the
United States Constitution. The House of
Representatives should have chosen the
President and the Senate [should have
chosen] the Vice-President. The accep-
tance of Bush as President by those who
objected to what he did is what keeps this
country stable. After an election, the tradi-
tion is to accept the result and move on
with the business of the country.

There is no question that Barack Obama
won the Presidential Election in 2008.
Yet, those opposed to his policies ques-
tion the legitimacy of the present national
government. This is leading to instability,
which we will all pay for in the future. The
lawsuits filed by many states with Repub-
lican administrations harken back to the
days before the Civil War, when the south-
ern states argued that the states had the
right to nullify any national law with
which they disagreed. We should all draw
back from the brink. It is fair to object to
policy but not to question the legitimacy
of an elected government.

Dick Samuel
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor

Sen. Kean Urges BOEs,
Unions to Negotiate

TRENTON — Republican Leader
Senator Tom Kean (Westfield) and Sen-
ate Republican Budget Officer Tony
Bucco encourage school boards and em-
ployees’ unions to enter into talks to dodge
mass layoffs:

“In several New Jersey communities,
teachers and parents are coming together
to find a balanced approach to protect the
quality of classroom education for our
children,” Mr. Kean stated. “With shared
sacrifice, we can find the innovative solu-
tions to keep teachers in the classroom
with the tools they need to provide a
quality education.”

We Should Be Proud to
Have an Observatory

I am writing on behalf of all the kinder-
garten children I have taught in the past
25 years and their families, who have had
the opportunity to spend an evening at
Sperry Observatory with their classmates
and family. We learn about our solar
system in class, but not until they get to
meet some of the Amateur Astronomers
(AAI) and see the big telescopes do they
get excited about our solar system. I have
also organized a special workshop for
kindergarten teachers in Union County in
conjunction with the AAI and Union
College that was well attended by more
than 70 teachers.

As a resident in Union County, I do

hope there is a way to keep Sperry Obser-
vatory open and operating for many more
years to come. The Amateur Astrono-
mers have done an outstanding job of
volunteering their expertise and time to
educate our community. We should all be
proud to have this observatory in our
county and work together to make sure
that it stays where it is and remains free
for all to enjoy and experience.

Lynn Bilman
Westfield

This is the third in a series of ar-
ticles where public participation is
sought. See goleader.com/planet.

Analyzing the fiscal emergency us-
ing Westfield as a model – Facing
reality with all options open; rethink-
ing the schools, municipality and
county government.

First week, a 2009 fiscal model for
the enterprise was presented totaling
$180 million per year plus debt at
$280 million.

Letters to
the Editor

More Aid Offered to Schools Whose
Teachers Agree To Wage Freeze

The following was sent from the
Governor’s office to the newspaper:

Governor Chris Christie today (Wednes-
day) announced a proposal to provide addi-
tional state aid to school districts that nego-
tiate salary freezes as part of their fiscal year
2011 budgets. The additional aid would
help offset reductions in state aid as part of
the Governor’s proposed FY2011 Budget
by providing aid dollars in an amount equal
to the Social Security and Medicare payroll
deductions that would have been paid on the
salary increase were a freeze not adopted.

“In these difficult economic times, when
fewer resources are available and difficult
choices are required, local school districts
and education associations are being asked
to share in the sacrifices needed to protect
our educational priorities,” said Governor
Christie. “It is our obligation to provide
every possible incentive to assist those dis-
tricts who are doing the right thing, making
concessions to achieve savings in their
schools, and joining together to avoid pro-
gram and staff cuts.

“The additional dollars that result will be
provided to help offset state aid reductions

and give additional help to keep another
teacher position, music or sports program,
or help offset other areas that would other-
wise be cut,” the Governor said.

The Governor’s proposed FY2011 bud-
get includes expenditures for these antici-
pated Social Security and Medicare payroll
taxes. By reducing payroll expenses via a
salary freeze, the state would experience
savings on these tax levies and apply those
funds in the form of additional aid in the
districts where those savings occur. As a
result, this proposed aid would not come at
any additional cost to the state.

As an example, a school district that
saves $1 million through a one-year salary
freeze would receive additional state aid of
$76,500 as result of these savings. State-
wide, if $500 million of savings were
achieved through salary freezes, additional
aid would total $38,250,000.

The proposal will require legislative ap-
proval through language in the state budget,
including a provision allowing school dis-
tricts to appropriate the additional funds
following the adoption of local school dis-
trict budgets occurring prior to the passage
of the state budget.

Reading is good for you

goleader.com/subscribe

To our doctors. Bravo!

Outstanding performance, every single day.
Talk about talent.  Overlook Hospital’s highly skilled and experienced physicians have received national 
and international recognition for outstanding contributions in their fields. In fact, they’ve earned Overlook 
Hospital the #1 ranking for both stroke and neurological care in this year’s list of New Jersey’s Top Hospitals.  
Compiled by Inside Jersey Magazine and Castle Connolly Medical Ltd., the ranking reflects true excellence 
in specialized care.

From neuroscience to treating patients with the state-of-the-art CyberKnife®, or myriad other vital medical 
specialties, our doctors are leaders who put their patients first. 

We applaud their work.  And clearly, so do others.

For a referral to an Overlook physician call 866-839-3936.  For more information or to sign up 
for a free, personalized newsletter visit atlantichealth.org/overlook.
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Asm. Bramnick to Kick Off
2010 Hale Speaker Series

Asm. Jon Bramnick

WESTFIELD – Jon Bramnick, New
Jersey Assembly Conference Leader,
will discuss “Trenton: An Inside Look
at State Government Decision Mak-
ing” on Thursday, April
8, at 7:30 p.m. His talk
will take place in the
Westfield Municipal
Building Community
Room, located at 425 East
Broad Street.

This program will be
the first in the 2010 Anne
M. Hale Speaker Series,
funded by the Thomas
Glasser Foundation and
the Anne and Lee Hale
Fund. Hosted by the Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library, the se-
ries is named in honor of Anne Hale,
an active Westfield resident and li-
brary patron who died in 2007.

Mr. Bramnick, a Westfield resi-
dent, is serving his fourth term in the
Assembly, where he is the second-
highest-ranking member of the Re-
publican caucus. A certified civil trial
attorney, he is a partner in the firm of
Bramnick, Rodriguez, Mitterhoff,
Grabas and Woodruff in Scotch Plains.

He won the title of Funniest Lawyer
in New Jersey for three straight years
in the 1990s, and often serves as a

volunteer comedic auctioneer at events
sponsored by non-profit groups.

Assemblyman Bramnick was
named the Union County Bar

Association’s Professional
Attorney of the Year in 2007
and also was awarded the
John Demarco Humanitar-
ian Award by the AIDS Ben-
efit Committee of the state
in 2006.

He previously served as an
assistant professor of busi-
ness law at Rider University
and as an adjunct professor
at Rutgers University. Mr.
Bramnick was graduated Phi

Beta Kappa, magna cum laude from
Syracuse University and received his
law degree from Hofstra University.

The talk is open to the public. Those
planning to attend are asked to register
on the Westfield Memorial Library’s
website, wmlnj.org, or to call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 7926.

Also scheduled to speak later this
year in the Hale Series are former
Major League baseball player Jeff
Torborg and New York City Health
Commissioner Dr. Thomas Farley,
both Westfield natives, as well as
author and researcher Arthur
Lefkowitz.

POLICE BLOTTER

Senior Council Announces
Technology Fair Next Week
MOUNTAINSIDE – On Thursday,

April 8, the Union County Senior
Citizens Council will hold a Technol-
ogy Fair at L’Affaire, located at 1099
Route 22, East, in Mountainside.

The purpose of this event will be to
show how technology can make a dif-
ference in people’s lives. “In today’s
world, it seems that everything and
everybody is going hi-tech,” said Ellen
Steinberg, chairman of the Senior Citi-
zens Council. “Whether it is phoning,
texting, going online or just watching
television, the options seem endless
and can often be intimidating, frustrat-
ing and just unworkable.”

“Although there are seniors who
already use the computer for e-mail-
ing, banking and online shopping, there
are many others who want to become
more computer literate,” said Richard
Stone, executive director of the Union
County Senior Citizens Council.

“But the Technology Fair is not just
about computers,” he added. “It’s
about cell phones, it’s about cable,
it’s about personal alarm systems. We
want to ‘demystify’ technology and
show the advantages it offers.”

Doors will open at 9 a.m., with a
continental breakfast included. At-
tendees will have the opportunity to
browse the informational exhibits on
display. Besides the exhibit tables,
there will be a formal program featur-
ing speakers from AT&T, Verizon,
Best Buy and one of the personal

alarm companies. Additionally, Ellen
Zwierzynski from Social Security will
discuss why and how the government
is becoming online friendly.

The formal program will run from
10:15 to 11:30 a.m., with time allot-
ted for questions at the end.

“Our goal is to provide informa-
tion for our seniors,” noted Ms.
Steinberg. “However, this program is
relevant and open to everyone.”

For more information, call the
Union County Senior Citizens Coun-
cil at (908) 964-7555. The Senior
Citizens Council is a not-for-profit
organization devoted to the needs of
older Americans, their families and
caregivers.

Reflexologist to Be Speaker
At AARP Meeting Monday

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter 4137 of the American As-
sociation of Retired Persons
(AARP) will meet on Monday, April
5, at 1 p.m. at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, located at Jerusalem
Road and Plainfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Program Chairwoman Ilse
Heinemeyer has arranged for Janet
Adam of Bound Brook, a New Jer-
sey certified reflexologist and New
Jersey certified massage therapist,
to be guest speaker. In her reflexol-
ogy practice, she helps people to
gain and maintain good balance and
inner peace with their body through
their feet. She hopes to demonstrate
this on a willing participant during
the program.

The chapter’s business meeting
will follow the program. A day trip
is planned for Wednesday, April 28,
to the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse
for a performance of The Sunshine
Boys. The $73 cost includes the
show, luncheon, bus and gratuity.
Payment is due at the April 5 meet-
ing. Interested persons are asked to
call Katherine at (908) 232-1362.

Chapter members are asked to
contribute to the group’s commu-
nity service projects of helping the
Westfield Food Pantry with dona-
tions of non-perishable food items,
toothpaste, soap and other toilet-

ries, and donations of items to
Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County that can be used as
bingo prizes for patients.

Westfield
Monday, March 22, Luz M.

Alverez, 45, of Roselle Park was ar-
rested after responding to Westfield
police headquarters to satisfy an ac-
tive Westfield warrant in the amount
of $175. She was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Monday, March 22, James Pflug,
51, of Clark was arrested near the
intersection of Mountain and Kimball
Avenues and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) and refusal
to give breath samples. He was re-
leased with summonses on his own
recognizance to a responsible adult.

Tuesday, March 23, Keyshaw James,
19, of Plainfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on a Westfield traf-
fic warrant in the amount of $206. He
was released after bail was posted, pend-
ing assignment of a court date.

Tuesday, March 23, Kathy Day, 38,
of New York City was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an
Eagleswood traffic warrant in the
amount of $200. She was released
after bail was posted, pending assign-
ment of a court date.

Tuesday, March 23, Gerard Thomp-
son, 45, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding Westfield criminal
warrant in the amount of $500, pursu-
ant to a prisoner pickup at Plainfield
police headquarters. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and held in lieu of
bail. A court date was pending.

Wednesday, March 24, Brittinee
Campbell, 19, of Magnolia, Del. was
arrested on an outstanding Roseland
traffic warrant in the amount of $430,
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop on the
300 block of East North Avenue.
Campbell was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after bail was posted pending
assignment of a court date.

Wednesday, March 24, Latoyta
Fields-Thomas, 26, of Newark was
arrested on multiple traffic warrants
during a traffic stop in the area of
West North Avenue and Central Av-
enue. They included four warrants
out of Newark, in the amount of $831;
one warrant from Irvington, in the
amount of $200, and one warrant from
Secaucus, in the amount of $750.

After being transported to Westfield
police headquarters for processing,
Fields-Thomas was found to be in
possession of suspected cocaine, au-
thorities said. Fields-Thomas was
charged with possession of cocaine,
with bail set at $1,000. She was un-
able to post bail and was held pending
transport to the Union County jail.

Thursday, March 25, Edward T.
Nugent, III, 18, of Westfield was ar-
rested on Central Avenue near Park Street
on a Westfield traffic warrant in the
amount of $175. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 25, a small plastic
bag containing suspected marijuana
was recovered in the parking lot of the
Westfield Municipal Building.

Thursday, March 25, Shannon
Harrison, 24, of Plainfield was ar-
rested after responding to Westfield
police headquarters to satisfy an ac-
tive Westfield traffic warrant in the
amount of $99. She was processed
and released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 25, a resident of
the 100 block of East Dudley Avenue
reported the theft of an iPhone from
the victim’s motor vehicle. The theft
occurred sometime in November of
2009. The matter was forwarded to the
Westfield Police Department’s Detec-
tive Bureau for further investigation.

Thursday, March 25, the foster par-
ents of a 17-year-old female reported
her missing or having run away. She was
reported to have left her residence riding
a Schwinn Ranger mountain bicycle,
red in color with patches of gray. A
county-wide alert was broadcast. At the
time of the report, all efforts to locate the
juvenile had been unsuccessful.

Friday, March 26, Vanessa Jeanot,
22, of Plainfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield warrant for a
traffic violation. She was processed
and released after posting $99 bail.

Friday, March 26, Theresa R.
Brown, 42, of Garwood was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on
an outstanding Westfield traffic war-
rant. She was processed and released
after posting $225 bail.

Friday, March 26, Edis Padilla, 24,
of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at West North Av-
enue and Charles Street. Padilla was
released after posting $200 bail.

Sunday, March 28, Jillian Wilchez,
28, of Jersey City was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield warrant in the
amount of $500 after being taken into
custody in Fanwood. She was pro-
cessed and, unable to post bail, turned
over to the Union County jail.

Sunday, March 28, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Victor Pinho, 26, of Jersey City was
arrested on Lamberts Mill Road and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia.

Mountainside
Wednesday, March 24, Michael B.

Stewart, 24, of Newark was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of New-
ark, for $250, and Bridgewater, for
$287. He also was charged with driv-
ing with a suspended license.

Wednesday, March 24, Bruce J. Thiel,
56, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with driving under the influ-
ence following a traffic accident on
Mountain Avenue near Borough Hall.
Officers reported detecting a strong odor
of an alcoholic beverage on Thiel. He
also was issued summonses for failure
to report an accident, leaving the scene
of an accident, careless driving, being
an uninsured motorist and operating an
unregistered vehicle.

Police impounded the vehicle and
transported Thiel to police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and re-

leased to a responsible adult.
Thursday, March 25, Felicia R. Willis,

42, of East Orange was arrested on a
contempt of court warrant out of
Montclair for $165. She also was is-
sued summonses for failure to maintain
lamps on her motor vehicle and failure
to exhibit documents to police.

Thursday, March 25, Jaalil Spruiel,
23, of Plainfield was arrested on a
contempt of court warrant out of
Mountainside for $600.

Friday, March 26, Steven C. Rick,
25, of Belleville was arrested on out-
standing warrants out of Clifton, for
$89, and Jersey City, for $100.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, March 23, Shayna Polk,

21, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
she was processed and released.

Tuesday, March 23, Jared Jones, 21,
of Hamilton was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana. He was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Wednesday, March 24, Leonard
Arce, 39, of Rahway was arrested on
an outstanding warrant. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released.

Wednesday, March 24, a student at
the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools reported that someone
removed his cell phone from his back-
pack. The phone was valued at ap-
proximately $200, police said.

Wednesday, March 24, a Spruce
Mill Lane resident reported being a
victim of harassment. She stated that
she received a call from a former
neighbor who said she would damage
the victim’s property if she ever parks
in her parking spot again.

Thursday, March 25, a manager of
a Route 22 gas station reported that a
customer received $50 worth of gas
and handed the attendant $20 before
driving away.

Thursday, March 25, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that she was
waiting for a check from her college
in the amount of $3,000. College per-
sonnel stated that it had been mailed,
but she never received it. The check
has since been cashed, police said.

Thursday, March 25, a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone
entered her unlocked motor vehicle
and removed her purse, which con-
tained a credit card and cash.

Friday, March 26, a student at
Mount Saint Mary Academy reported
that while playing in a lacrosse game
against Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School she was called multiple de-
rogatory names by some of the fans.

Saturday, March 27, a student at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
reported that someone removed her
iPod touch from her locker. The iPod
was valued at $100, police said.

Sunday, March 28, Manuel Perez-
Cabrera, 36, of Basking Ridge was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
after being stopped for a motor ve-
hicle violation. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was
processed and released.

Sunday, March 28, Eboni Crawford,
26, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. She was
transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released.

Fanwood
Tuesday, March 23, Randolph

Reina, 49, of Plainfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop at South
and Beech Avenues on a Scotch Plains
warrant in the amount of $58. He was
released after posting bail.

Tuesday, March 23, Walter McCann,
III, 27, of Elizabeth was arrested pur-
suant to a police investigation of a one-
car motor vehicle accident at Midway
and Martine Avenues. He was charged
with operating a motor vehicle under
the influence and careless driving.
McCann was processed and released
to a responsible individual.

Wednesday, March 24, Mustafa
McDaniels, 26, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop at
North and Hetfield Avenues. Initially
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
he subsequently was charged with pro-
viding false information to a law en-
forcement officer. McDaniels also was
arrested on active warrants from
Plainfield and Hillside, in the amounts
of $650 and $1,750, respectively. Bail
was set at $2,900 on the Fanwood
charge. Unable to post bail, he was
transported to the Union County jail.

Kim Harriatt, 44, of Magnolia, a
passenger in McDaniels’ vehicle, also
was arrested and charged with pro-
viding false information to a law en-
forcement officer. She was released
with a summons pending a court date.

Thursday, March 25, a local busi-
nessman came into police headquar-
ters to report a theft of services. He
stated that he had towed a motor ve-
hicle, after which the vehicle’s owner
paid with a check in the amount of
$353.64 and the vehicle was released.
The check was then cancelled. The
matter remains under investigation.

Friday, March 26, a police officer
on routine patrol noticed graffiti on
telephone poles in the areas of Mid-
way Avenue and Tillotson Road and
Midway Avenue and Forest Road.
Public Service Electric and Gas was
notified and the matter remains under
police investigation.

Saturday, March 27, a resident of
the 20 block of Poplar Place called
police to report someone had entered
his motor vehicle sometime between 5
p.m. the previous day and 12:45 p.m.
on Saturday. The glove box and center
console were rifled through. Accord-
ing to police, the only thing missing
was a $5 bill from the glove box.

Sunday, March 28, Rubin Ander-
son, 31, of Plainfield was arrested on
the 40 block of South Avenue on a
Linden warrant in the amount of
$1,300 following a motor vehicle stop
for a motor vehicle violation. He was
released after posting bail.

Plainfield Resident Charged
In Stabbing Death of Man

AREA – Authorities have charged
a Plainfield woman with the stabbing
death of a 36-year-old man, said
Union County Prosecutor Theodore
J. Romankow.

Markita Norris, 22, is being held
on $500,000 bail at the Union County
jail in connection with the homicide
of Bruce Rivera, of Plainfield, that
occurred early Sunday morning.

Just after 2 a.m. on March 28, police
were called to the corner of Central
Avenue and West 7th Street, where they
discovered Mr. Rivera and another man
suffering from stab wounds. Mr. Rivera
was pronounced dead at 2:27 a.m. while
en route to a local hospital, said Mr.
Romankow. The other victim, a 34-
year-old man from Plainfield, remains
in critical but stable condition at Robert
Wood Johnson University Hospital in

New Brunswick, according to Mr.
Romankow.

Norris was arrested shortly after
the stabbing by members of the
Plainfield Police Department. She was
first charged with weapons posses-
sion. On Monday afternoon, the
Prosecutor’s Office charged her with
first degree murder. Malcolm Hunter,
of Plainfield, also was arrested with
Norris. He is charged with weapons
possession and eluding police. His
bail is set at $500,000.

The investigation is continuing and
anyone with information is urged to
call Detective Kevin Grimmer of the
Union County Homicide Task Force
at (908) 447-3777. These criminal
charges are mere accusations. The
defendants are presumed innocent
until proven guilty in a court of law.

CAU Is Looking
For Volunteer Tutors
AREA – Community Access Un-

limited is seeking volunteers to teach
adult members with literacy issues
who show a need for assistance in this
area for one hour a week.

Volunteers are needed to help them
improve their reading skills so they
are able to fill out forms and feel a
sense of accomplishment. Adults also
need tutoring in basic computer skills,
such as accessing the Internet. Those
interested in helping people on a one-
to-one level, and who have one hour
a week to spare, may call Debra at
(908) 354-3040, extension no. 369.

A Taste For Hope®
On Tap on April 9

SUMMIT – CancerCare of New
Jersey will present A Taste For
Hope® on Friday, April 9, from 6 to
9:30 p.m. at The Grand Summit Hotel
in Summit. Berkeley Wine Co. will
be the sponsor.

This year’s Ben Yedlin Award hon-
oree will be Ed Jarbath, a partner with
ScienceFirst, for his dedication and
loyalty to CancerCare. Attendees will
have an opportunity to sample food
and fine wine within a social and cock-
tail setting. There also will be a chance
auction and music. Approximately 200
guests are expected to attend.

“The proceeds of this event will
ensure the continuity of CancerCare
services in New Jersey,” stated
Stephanie Karlo, regional director.
“We provide help to more than 11,000
New Jersey residents every year.”

Tickets are $75 per person in ad-
vance or $85 at the door. For more
information on A Taste for Hope®,
or to participate as a wine or food
vendor, contact Katelyn Foran at
(201) 301-6812 or via e-mail at
kforan@cancercare.org.

DYFS DONATION…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Newcomers’ Club recently
held its annual spring egg hunt. The Easter Bunny made an appearance and the
children of club members enjoyed hunting for eggs. Additionally, the club
collected many brand-new food and clothing items to be donated to the Division
of Youth and Family Services (DYFS), part of the New Jersey Department of
Children and Families. Abigail Conklin, daughter of Club President Cheryl
Conklin, is pictured donating some items to DYFS.
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Calvary Lutheran to Hold
Services Leading to Easter

CRANFORD – The solemn sea-
son of Lent will draw to a close this
week and the joyous celebration of
Easter will begin with worship ser-
vices at the Calvary Lutheran
Church, located at 108 Eastman
Street in Cranford. The public is
invited to all services.

The Reverend Carol Lindsay will
lead worship and preach at all ser-
vices. Music will be under the lead-
ership of Jeanne Elmuccio, director
of music and organist.

Maundy Thursday services will
be offered at 1:15 p.m. and 7:30
p.m. today, April 1. They will in-
clude absolution and Holy Com-
munion. The evening service also
will comprise the stripping of the
altar in preparation for Good Fri-
day. Seasonal music will be accom-
panied by organ and guitar.

On April 2, Calvary Lutheran will
host the Cranford Community Good
Friday Service at noon, sponsored
by the Cranford Clergy Council.
This will be a meditative service of
reflection, scripture and prayer. All
are welcome.

On Good Friday evening, the so-
lemnity of the day will be observed
at 7:30 p.m. with a Tenebrae Service
of shadows and darkness. The
church’s Calvary Choir will provide

music with organ accompaniment.
The celebration of Easter will take

place on Sunday, April 4, with Fes-
tival Services of Holy Communion
at 8:30 and 10:15 a.m. Each service
will offer a full liturgy with instru-
mental and choral seasonal music
and favorite Easter hymns accom-
panied by organ, trumpet and pi-
ano. The 10:15 a.m. service will
open with selections by the Calvary
Bells. The church’s usual 5 p.m.
Sunday worship service will not be
held on Easter, but will resume the
following Sunday, April 11.

Calvary Lutheran Church is a
member congregation of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America
and has served the Cranford-
Westfield area and surrounding
communities for 81 years.

IHM Series to Offer
Bereavement Support
SCOTCH PLAINS – In recogni-

tion of the challenges faced by those
who have suffered the recent loss of a
loved one, the Immaculate Heart of
Mary Roman Catholic Church will
offer a series of bereavement support
sessions beginning on Wednesday,
April 14, at 7 p.m. They will continue
through Wednesday, May 19.

All of the sessions will be designed
to provide a caring, confidential envi-
ronment to allow a sharing of infor-
mation, feelings and mutual support
under the moderation of certified fa-
cilitators from the Family Life Office
of the Archdiocese of Newark. Ses-
sions will be held in the Nazareth
Center Meeting Room behind the Main
Church, located at 1571 South Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Available free of charge, the ses-
sions will be offered under the aus-
pices of Immaculate Heart of Mary’s
Adult Faith Formation Ministry and
under the direction of Felicia Levine.

For inquiries and further informa-
tion, call Ms. Levine at (908) 889-
2100, extension no. 23. All calls will
be kept confidential. General infor-
mation and directions can be found on
the parish website, ihmparish.net.

Caregivers Meeting
To Be Held Monday

WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will meet on Mon-
day, April 5, in the parish center of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church on
Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.

Meetings are held on the first non-
holiday Monday of each month at 8
p.m. These are information and shar-
ing sessions. For more information,
call Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

Inaugural Easter Service Set
At Oasis-Church-NJ.Com

MOUNTAINSIDE – Oasis-
Church-NJ.com, a new contempo-
rary Christian church located at 1180
Spruce Drive in Mountainside, will
hold its first Easter Sunday service
on April 4 at 11 a.m.

Begun as an online advice site that
continues to get two million hits a
month, Oasis-Church-NJ.com is a
casual church geared toward young
families and singles. Each service
offers a relevant biblical message in
a multimedia format, with contem-
porary Christian music, safe
children’s programs, food and a
chance to meet new friends.

“In our strategy to let people know
about our new church, we decided to
forgo the conventional ways of mass
mailings and advertising in the yel-
low pages that most other churches
use to attract people to their ser-
vices, and go entirely with social
media tools like Facebook to get in
touch with the folks who are search-
ing for meaning and hope in life,”
said David Butler, lead pastor at
Oasis-Church-NJ.com.

“Over 90 percent of the several hun-
dred people who came out to one of
our last services found us through our
blog, Facebook or Twitter. They inter-
actively communicate with us here on
the Web before we ever see them in
person,” he continued. “The success
we have had using social media is a
new phenomenon that we are seeing,
and hope to continue to see.”

Pastor Butler noted that most of
the people who come to Oasis Church
are either those who are turned off to
church and religion as usual or who
have never attended church at all.

“Oasis is a safe place for hurting
people to find God’s love, forgive-
ness and hope for a better life in the
future,” he said. “After all, isn’t this
what the Easter message is all
about?”

For more information, visit Oasis-
Church-NJ.com or call Pastor But-
ler at (732) 406-7821.

Free Class Available
In Medical Qi Gong

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will offer
a free Medical Qi Gong Meditation
Class on Saturday, April 10, from
10:30 a.m. to noon. Participants are
asked to arrive on time, as once the
class begins, it cannot be interrupted.

Medical Qi Gong has been in exist-
ence for more than 3,000 years in China.
A teacher from China introduced a
user-friendly version of the practice to
the United States several years ago. It is
designed to help individuals relieve
stress and gain health and energy.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains, across the street from
the Southside Firehouse and near the
corner of South Martine Avenue. For
more information about Willow Grove,
call the church office, Monday through
Friday, at (908) 232-5678, e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org or visit
the church website,
willowgrovechurch.org. The building
is handicap accessible.

Optimist Club Requests
Furniture-House Items

WESTFIELD – The Optimist Club
of Westfield will sponsor a collection
of furniture and household items for
Furniture Assist on Saturday, April
10, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Volunteers will collect donations
in a storage trailer situated in the
Westfield Memorial Pool Complex
parking lot. All donated items must
be in usable condition. No bedding,
mattresses or broken items will be
accepted. For more information, con-
tact Bill Foley at billfoley2@mac.com
or (908) 654-6291.

Library to Host Appearance
By Nostalgia – The Big Band
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Memorial Library will present Nos-
talgia – The Big Band on Tuesday,
April 6, at 7 p.m. at the Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 425
East Broad Street. A 17-member
swing and dance band featuring a
male and female vocalist, Nostal-
gia performs under the direction
and leadership of Sonny Miles.

The band, which rehearses
weekly, recreates from original
scores the sounds and styles of
Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey, Count
Basie, Glenn Miller, Artie Shaw,
Benny Goodman, and many famous
bands of the Big Band era. Nostal-
gia is composed of music teachers
and former professional musicians
who have performed at one time or

another with big bands and en-
sembles throughout the New York
and New Jersey area.

The band plays at the annual Sum-
mer Swing Concert at Mindowaskin
Park in Westfield and also performs
a variety of shows for veterans’
homes throughout New Jersey.

This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. To register, or to learn
more about other library programs,
visit the library’s website, wmlnj.org,
and click on the calendar, or call
(908) 789-4090, extension no. 4140.

The Westfield Memorial Library
is open from 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Monday through Thursday, 9:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday and Saturday,
and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

CENTURY OF SCOUTING…A Boy Scouts of America 100th anniversary party
and fundraiser for scouting activities was held on February 27 at the Westfield home
of Bill and Melanie Penders. Pictured, left to right, are: Top row, Jennifer Volz,
Greg Ryan, John Korunow, Tim Avis, John Dorn, Melanie Penders, Steve McCabe,
Bob Fromtling, Cheryl McCabe, Bill Penders and Tom Palasits, and bottom row,
Jake Penders, Noah Penders, Kevin Sheridan, Joe Palasits and Liam Hughes.

Soccer Registration Open
For Pre-K/Kindergarten

GARWOOD – The Garwood Rec-
reation Department has announced
that registration is underway for an
educational pre-kindergarten and kin-
dergarten soccer program, open to
boys and girls, for the spring of 2010.

Children must wear their shin
guards and bring a size three ball to
this clinic. There will be an award
pizza party at the end of the program.

The length of the program will be
five weeks, from April 16 to May 21,
with a single rain date of May 28.
Sessions will be held at Unami Park
on Fridays from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Registration will close on Tuesday,
April 6. There will be no exceptions
for late signups. The registration fee
is non-refundable.

The recreation department has
adopted a code of conduct and fair

play for all players and spectators.
They are to be read by parents or
guardians and players and kept for
reference. Guardians or parents must
sign the returned permission form
prior to them being submitted. Any
incomplete forms will be returned.

One permission form per player
must be submitted. Payments must be
by check or money order only, made
payable to the Borough of Garwood.
All registration forms must be mailed
to: Borough Hall, 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, N.J. 07027, Attention: Rec-
reation Director. For more informa-
tion or weather cancellations, call the
Recreation Hotline at (908) 418-7649.

Hiking Club Welcomes
Newcomers to Events
COUNTY – The Union County

Hiking Club offers various hiking
and bicycling events, mostly in cen-
tral and northern New Jersey. Mem-
bership dues are $10 per year.

Prospective members may try out
the club by participating in up to three
outings before joining. For a compli-
mentary schedule that includes a new
member application, call Union
County Parks at (908) 527-4900.

Presbyterian Church
To Honor Holy Week
WESTFIELD – Messages of inspi-

ration and special music will high-
light Holy Week worship services at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue.

The Reverend Dr. Ray Roberts,
senior pastor, and Jason Klein, di-
rector of music, have prepared a var-
ied program geared to adults, young
people and children.

The church will present a Maundy
Thursday service tonight, April 1, at
7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary.

Two services will be offered tomor-
row, April 2, to commemorate Good
Friday. They will include “Nails on
the Cross” at noon in the Chapel and a
Tenebrae service featuring the Chan-
cel Choir at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary.

On Easter Sunday, April 4, identical
services with the Chancel Choir, under
the direction of Mr. Klein, will be held
at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. in the sanctuary.
The Reverend Mike Samson, associate
pastor, will assist Reverend Roberts.
For more information on these or any
other events held at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, call the church
office at (908) 233-0301 or visit the
church website, westfieldpc.org.

www.goleader.com

Westfield Lions to Present
75th Egg Hunt on Saturday
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Li-

ons Club will celebrate the 75th anni-
versary of its Easter Egg Hunt this
Saturday, April 3, beginning at 1 p.m.
sharp, at Mindowaskin Park in
Westfield.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
will count down the start of the hunt.
There will be three age-appropriate
areas set aside for the children, includ-
ing toddler to age 3, 4 and 5 year olds
and 6 and 7 year olds. This event is
limited to children age 7 and younger.

The Easter Bunny will be on hand
for pictures from noon onward. Par-
ticipants are invited to bring their
cameras. Donations will be accepted
to help defray the cost of running the
event. Easter baskets and bags also
will be available for a small fee.

More than 1,500 plastic eggs will be
hidden in the three areas around the
Mindowaskin Park gazebo. Over 600
of the Easter Eggs will contain prize
coupons, enabling those who find them
to receive a prize from one of the mer-
chants who donated them. Prize cou-

pons can be redeemed at the table or the
local merchant’s store. The coupon will
specify where to pick up the prize.

Immediately after the hunt, com-
plimentary plastic bags containing
jellybeans will be distributed to the
children, as well as a coupon for a
free children’s ice from Rita’s Ice.
The Lions also ask participants to
bring a non-perishable item for the
Westfield Food Pantry.

Children are asked to arrive by
12:45 p.m. for the hunt. In the event
of rain, the prizes will still be at the
park with the Easter Bunny and will
be handed out as long as they last.
There is no rain date.

The Lions Club extends its appre-
ciation to Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau and to Town Administrator
James Gildea for their assistance with
the hunt.

A worldwide service organization,
Lions Clubs International is prima-
rily dedicated to sight conservation
and assistance to the visually- and
hearing-impaired.
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HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Seeking Out Positive In Life
Brings Joy and Peace of Mind

A Longtime Reader Writes: I mar-
vel at the reactions and “advice” you
give your readers who send in heart-
felt questions on how to cope with so
many of the stressors in our lives.
Although I dutifully respect the psy-
chological-oriented answers, I
would, briefly, share with you my
formula for bringing joy and peace
of mind to my life. I am 80 years old,
retired from teaching, and have had
my share of challenges. What works
for me? Every day, when I get up, I
figure out what I can do that particu-
lar day to make it an enjoyable and
fulfilling day. Whether it is to visit
someone, go somewhere, do a good
deed, etc., it must give me pleasure.
Time goes by so quickly, the days,
the years. It is a state of mind that has
done me well in life, even during
tough times. I would figure out a
way to resolve the situation. I don’t
want to take any credit away from
your work, but please share this and
I hope you approve and agree.

Answer: I do, I do!
A Grandparent Writes: I babysit

for my daughter. I take care of my
two-year-old granddaughter all day,
and I take care of my eight-year-old
grandson when he comes home from
school until my daughter returns
home from work. I cook dinner and
do all I can to help her. I don’t want
any money from her, but I want to
help her after a difficult divorce. My
problem is that she doesn’t listen to
me when I give her good advice.

She doesn’t dress my grandson
warmly enough when he goes to
school during cold weather. I don’t
feel the children eat enough veg-
etables, and I feel they should eat no
dessert until they eat green veg-
etables. And most of all, I feel the
children should spend more time with
her before they go to sleep at night
since they don’t because of her work.
She feels they should not be too
stimulated before bedtime. Non-
sense, I may not write a “Hung Up”
column to give advice, but I do know
my experience makes me somewhat
of an expert. Don’t you think I’m
being reasonable?

Answer: I’m sure you feel you are.
I am glad that you and your daughter
have an ongoing relationship
whereby you are able to help the
family function comfortably. Obvi-
ously, you are a caring mother and
grandmother. At the same time, you
have to recognize and accept that
you are in your daughter’s home
helping out with the children. It is
important that both of you discuss
the needs and care of them. How-
ever, she is the mother and has the
right to make the final decision re
their care. This includes the areas to
which you refer: clothing, food, bed-
time decisions.

I would urge you both to continue
to interact as you have, but I would
encourage you to respect her feel-
ings. We do not want this to become
a control and/or power struggle issue.

A Young Lady Writes: I hope this
question can be published. Bob (dis-
guised name) and I recently rented
an apartment and have moved in
together with the intent of marrying
next year. If there is such a thing as
a perfect match, it is us; that is,
except for one thing. He likes to slap
me on the bottom. I do not like it. It
is insulting and, sometimes, it actu-
ally hurts.

Have I talked to him about it? Yes, I
have. I told him I didn’t like it, and he
should stop. He thinks it is a joke and
continues to do it. This raises the ques-
tion about his insensitivity to my feel-
ings. Should wedding plans be con-
sidered with this unresolved issue?

Answer: No. You may wonder if
this is a communication or an “insen-
sitivity” issue, but I feel this is an
issue of abuse. Bob seems to get some
satisfaction out of slapping you; is it
sexual, sadistic, a power struggle to
do what he wants? If you both con-
sented to this behavior, no one has the
right to intervene. Since you are not
consenting to this, I would strongly
tell him to cease and desist, and I
would encourage you both to see a
therapist for relationship or premari-
tal counseling. Do this before your
“perfect match” ignites!

– Obituaries –
Richard M. Kraft, Jr., 79, Local Coach;
Was Executive For New York Yankees

Richard Malcolm Kraft, Jr., a
former resident of Westfield, passed
on Monday, March 8, 2010. He was
79 years old.

Dick, as he was known by family
and friends, was born on January 10,
1931 in Camden, N.J. Raised by his
parents, Kathryn H. and R. Malcolm
Kraft, in Haddonfield, N.J., he gradu-
ated from Haddonfield High School
in 1948. Dick went on to attend Wil-
liams College in Williamstown,
Mass., where he was a member of
the KA fraternity and played on the
football team. He graduated in 1952
and joined the United States Army,
where he served for two years.

Dick was married in 1956 to Emily
Morris, and they raised their two
daughters in Westfield, N.J. He was an
active member of the Westfield Boost-
ers and the Williams College Alumni
Association. Dick also was president
of the Westfield Girls’ Softball League
and the Williams Club of New York
City. Additionally, he coached youth
football in Westfield and was on the
Westfield United Fund Board.

Dick worked in sales for KCL Corp.
for 27 years before joining the New
York Yankees as vice-president of

Community Relations from 1983 to
1994. In 1996 he changed roles to
become vice president of Spring
Training Operations in Tampa, Fla.

For the last 14 years, Dick resided
with his wife in Andover, Vt. He
enjoyed fly-fishing, golf, skiing and
his dogs.

Dick is survived by his loving wife,
Emily; two daughters, Deborah Kraft
Casey of New Orleans, La. and Pamela
Sue Kraft of Jamaica, Vt., and four
grandsons, Peter Malcolm Casey,
Michael Kraft Casey, George Tho-
mas Casey and William Eamon Casey,
all of New Orleans, La.

Dick’s family will receive friends
on Saturday, April 24, from 10 to
10:45 a.m. at the Grace Episcopal
Church, 19 East Kings Highway in
Haddonfield, N.J., where services will
follow at 11 a.m. Interment will be
private.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Richard M. Kraft, Jr. Class of
1952 Weston Field Memorial Fund,
in care of Williams College, 75 Park
Street, Williamstown, Mass. 01267.

Arrangements are by Kain-Murphy
Funeral Services of Haddonfield, N.J.

April 1, 2010

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-10001538

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-2499-07

Plaintiff: FRANKLIN CREDIT MANAGEMENT
CORPORATION

VS.
Defendant: STEFAN SHANNI
Sale Date: 04/14/2010
Writ of Execution: 11/18/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred
Twenty One Thousand Nine Hundred Ten and
85/100*** $621,910.85.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1310 Cushing Road,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Tax lot No. 2 in Block No. 15302
Dimension of Lot Approximately: .588 AC
Nearest Cross Street: Leland Avenue
Beginning at a point in the southerly line of

Cushing Road, said point being the following two
courses and distances from the intersection of
the center lines of Leland Avenue and Cushing
Road;

Prior Liens/Encumbrances
Taxes Open  $3,122.63
Sewer Open + Penalty  $250.00
Total as of February 2, 2010: $3,372.63
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Ninety Eight

Thousand Three Hundred Sixty One and 00/
100*** $698,361.00 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 3/18, 3/25, 4/1
& 4/8/10 Fee: $175.44

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-10001559

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-40782-08

Plaintiff: WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A., AS
TRUSTEE FOR CARRINGTON MORTGAGE
LOAN TRUST, SERIES 2006-FRE2 ASSET-
BACKED PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES

VS.
Defendant: EDUARDO TENORIO; MARIA A.

SALAZAR
Sale Date: 04/14/2010
Writ of Execution: 02/17/2010
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Seven Thousand Six Hundred Forty Two and 72/
100*** $407,642.72.

Property to be sold is located in the City of
Plainfield, County of Union, State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 72 Westervelt
Avenue, Plainfield, New Jersey 07060

BEING KNOWN as LOT 42, BLOCK 320, on
the official Tax Map of the City of Plainfield

Dimensions: 100.00 feet x 38.00 feet x 115.77
feet x 19.41 feet x 26.62 feet

Nearest Cross Street: Bay Street
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Forty Seven

Thousand One Hundred Thirteen and 59/100***
$447,113.59 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagor’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & SCHMIEG, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 3/18, 3/25, 4/1
& 4/8/10 Fee: $193.80

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-10001589

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-41023-08

Plaintiff: SUNTRUST MORTGAGE, INC.
VS.
Defendant: DEMETRIO CASTILLO, MARIA

ELIZABETH CASTILLO, SUNTRUST BANK
Sale Date: 04/21/2010
Writ of Execution: 01/27/2010
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Twenty Thousand Six Hundred Fifty Four and
96/100*** $320,654.96.

MUNICIPALITY: Scotch Plains Township
COUNTY: Union
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
TAX BLOCK AND LOT:
Block: 302, Lot: 1
DIMENSIONS OF LOT: 52.47 Feet x 105 feet
NEAREST CROSS STREET: Cicilia Place
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): NONE
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Sixty Three

Thousand Forty Seven and 38/100***
$363,047.38 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HIGHWAY
PO BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 3/25, 4/1, 4/8
& 4/15/10 Fee: $155.04

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-10001737

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-4049-09

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE FOR MASTR ASSET
BACKED SECURITIES TRUST 2006-WMC2

VS.
Defendant: AVA MARIE HENRY; LEROY

HENRY; MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGIS-
TRATION SYSTEMS INC., AS A NOMINEE
FOR WMC MORTGAGE CORP. ITS SUCCES-
SORS AND ASSIGNS

Sale Date: 04/28/2010
Writ of Execution: 01/08/2010
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Seventy Six Thousand Ninety Eight and 73/
100*** $376,098.73.

Property to be sold is located in the Township
of Westfield, County of Union, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 617 Stirling
Place, Town of Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Being Known as Lot 18, Block 4002, on the
official Tax Map of the Township of Westfield

Dimensions: 137.50 feet x 75.00 feet x 137.50
feet x 75.00 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Cacciola Place
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Seventeen Thou-

sand Four Hundred Thirty Five and 12/100***
$417,435.12 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagor’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & SCHMIEG, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 4/1, 4/8, 4/15
& 4/22/10 Fee: $204.00
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Student Gardening Classes
To Commence at Trailside

MOUNTAINSIDE –Students in
grades 3 to 5, who pre-register, are
invited to participate in Trailside Ex-
plorers Gardening Classes at the
Trailside Nature and Science Center.
This new series of five classes will run
on alternate Wednesdays from 3:30 to
4:45 p.m. beginning on April 7. The
fee for each class is $8 for in-county
residents and $10 for out-of-county
students. Participants will not be re-
quired to enroll in all five sessions.

The teaching tool for this series will
be the Demonstration Garden that is
designed and maintained by the Mas-
ter Gardeners of Union County. The
series will begin with a tour of the
Demonstration Garden, where partici-
pants will learn about annuals, peren-
nials, shrubs, vines, trees and grasses.
Students will learn which seeds grow
into which flowers and will plant some
seeds to take home.

On April 21, students will dis-
cover why soil is important for grow-
ing plants. They will learn how to
compost and make “good dirt,” as
well as plant vegetable seeds in the
Demonstration Garden that will be
ready to harvest in four weeks.

Mother’s Day will be the focus of the
class on May 5, with participants mak-
ing a framed picture using pressed flow-
ers. During a garden walk, students will
identify various flowers and learn the
difference between a flower and a weed.
Afterwards, they will help prepare the
gardens for the Annual Spring Garden
Fair on Sunday, May 16.

On May 19, students will identify

and collect wild edible plants like
dandelion, chickweed and sorrel.
They will then work together to
harvest the vegetables that were
planted in April and combine them
to make a special salad.

The series will conclude on June 2
with a tour of the “Harry Potter Herb
Bed,” when students will discover the
many plants that were used to make
potions and spells. Participants will
learn to identify nightshade and wolfs-
bane and how they were used. Stu-
dents also will collect fragrant herbs
and make a herb sachet to take home.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Provi-
dence Road in Mountainside and is
a service of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

For information about this garden-
ing series or any other programs or
upcoming events at Trailside, call (908)
789-3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.

Rosary Altar Society
To Meet Next Week

GARWOOD – St. Anne’s Rosary
Altar Society will hold its next regu-
lar monthly meeting on Thursday,
April 8, after recitation of the rosary
at 7:30 p.m. This meeting will be held
at the Knights of Columbus Hall,
located at 37 South Avenue in
Garwood. Parking is available be-
hind the hall on Willow Avenue.

President Christine Guerriero will
accept annual reports from all com-
mittee chairpersons. Election of of-
ficers for Rosary Year 2010-2011 will
take place that evening.

Vice President and Program Chair-
person Eleanor Senus has arranged for
the Reverend Mathew Mauriello to be
the guest speaker. He will discuss “The
Divine Mercy.” Parishioners are invited
to attend this meeting and refreshments
will be served. For more information,
call Eleanor at (908) 232-7070.

Following the 7:30 p.m. Mass of
the Lord’s Supper tonight, Holy
Thursday, April 1, Rosarians and other
women of the parish will participate
in Adoration of the Blessed Sacra-
ment. The next Rosary Sunday is
April 4, with recitation of the rosary
at 7:40 a.m. followed by Mass at 8
a.m. All are welcome.

New Date Is Posted
For Next Needle Nite
FANWOOD – A date change has

been announced for the April Needle
Nite session at the Fanwood Presby-
terian Church. The event will take
place on the second Friday, April 9, at
7:30 p.m. in Westminster Hall on
Marian Avenue.

A new quilt project is planned and
fabric will be available for partici-
pants. For anyone wishing to learn
quilting skills, this would be an ideal
time to join the Needle Nite group,
according to the organizers. Yarn will
be available with instruction for those
wishing to learn to knit or crochet.

Quilts made during previous Needle
Nite sessions have gone to the Center
for Hope Hospice and Children’s
Specialized Hospital.

The knit and crocheted items have
been distributed to various places of
need, including: Beth Israel Hospital
for newborns, nursing homes and
Children’s Specialized Hospital. Ad-
ditionally, prayer shawls have been
delivered to the Willow Grove Pres-
byterian Church in Scotch Plains for
that ministry. Helmet liners for ser-
vice people are sent to those who are
being deployed overseas.

For further information about these
projects or directions to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891 or e-mail
fanwoodpress@erols.com.

Parish Easter Dinner
To Be Held April 11

AREA – The Polish National
Catholic Church of the Holy Trinity
and Saint Joseph, located at 407
Ziegler Avenue in Linden, will hold
its annual Parish Easter Dinner on
Sunday, April 11, in the parish center.
The dinner will begin at noon.

The cost of the homemade chicken
dinner is $15. Included will be home-
made appetizers, homemade soup,
chicken, potato, vegetables and des-
sert. Takeout orders will be available.

Reservations for the dinner and
takeout orders are encouraged and
can be made by calling (908) 925-
6537. Father Jan Kosc is pastor of the
parish.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Library Program to Address
College Admissions Stress

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present “Less
Stress, More Success: A New Ap-
proach to Guiding Your Child Through
College Admissions and Beyond” on
Thursday, April 8, at 7 p.m. Marilee
Jones, co-author of a book by the
same name, will be the guest speaker.

An admissions professional for
nearly 30 years, Ms. Jones was the
dean of Admissions at Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology from
1998 to 2007. In a recent New York
Times article, Ms. Jones, herself
the mother of a college-age daugh-
ter, was described as a “guidance
counselor for parents.” She does
not map out strategies to get a child
into college, but rather helps par-
ents learn to support their children
through a time of tension.

According to Phil Israel, director
of the Westfield Memorial Library,
“This is a timely and topical pro-
gram. The library is pleased that it
can provide the opportunity for the
community to hear from a nationally
recognized leader in the field of col-
lege admissions. Even if families do
not have children applying for col-
lege this year, the information that
Ms. Jones provides will help them
when the time does come.”

This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. To register, or to learn
more about other library programs,
access the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, and click on the calen-
dar, or call (908) 789-4090, exten-
sion no. 4140. The library is lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

* * * * * * *
Editor’s Note: The Westfield

Leader and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times received calls questioning
the Westfield Memorial Library’s
choice of Marilee Jones as a
speaker. Library publicist Roz
Giuditta said the library was aware
that the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) had fired Ms.
Jones for falsely claiming on her
résumé that she had earned de-
grees from Albany Medical Col-
lege, Rensselaer Polytechnic In-
stitute and Union College when
she applied for a job at MIT in
1979. Stated Library Director Phil
Israel, “The situation that occurred
between Marilee Jones and MIT is
unfortunate. It does not, however,
take away the knowledge that Ms.
Jones has gained over the past 30
years about the college admission
process.”

FCC Easter Services
To Begin Tonight

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church invites visitors of all
ages to celebrate Easter with services
beginning tonight and continuing
through Easter Sunday.

Maundy Thursday will be observed
at 7:30 p.m. tonight with a service of
scripture, hymns and communion. A
Good Friday service of scripture,
hymns, prayer and reflection will be
held tomorrow, April 2, at 7:30 p.m.
in the church’s Patton Auditorium.

Easter Sunday will be celebrated
on April 4 with services at 9 a.m. and
11 a.m. Music for organ and brass
quartet will include Widor’s “Toccata”
and Handel’s “Hallelujah” chorus.

A one-room schoolhouse and in-
fant care will be available at both
services. One coffee hour will be
hosted between services at 10 a.m.

The First Congregational Church,
a member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield. The sanctuary is acces-
sible by a wheelchair ramp and offers
infrared listening devices for the hear-
ing impaired. For further informa-
tion, call the church office at (908)
233-2494 or visit fccofwestfield.org.

Mothers of Multiples
To Hold Swap ’n Sell
CRANFORD – The Mountain

Plains Mothers of Multiples
(MPMOM) Spring Swap ’n Sell event
will take place on Saturday, April 24,
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 50 Burnside
Avenue in Cranford. The rain date is
the following Saturday, May 1.

This bi-annual sale provides the
public an opportunity to purchase
gently used children’s clothing,
equipment and toys at discount
prices. The sale has been expanded
to feature more infant, toddler and
children’s items and accessories
through donations of club members.

There will not be just items for
multiples, but many singles items
available as well. All are welcome.

MPMOM is a non-profit, non-
sectarian organization serving the
residents of Union County. Founded
in 1959 by mothers of twins, trip-
lets and other sets of multiples,
MPMOM offers support in the form
of educational and entertaining pro-
grams and affords women the
chance to share experiences, ideas
and solutions, to learn about
parenting multiples and to make
long-lasting friendships.

For more information about
MPMOM, visit westfieldnj.com/
mpmom/ or send an e-mail to
mpmom@westfieldnj.com.
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Wilson Elem. School Has
Interesting Place in History
WESTFIELD – This year, Woodrow

Wilson Elementary School in Westfield
is commemorating the 75th anniver-
sary of the school’s opening.

In 1920, Westfield schools were over-
crowded so the town constructed “tem-
porary” classrooms. But 15 years later,
those classrooms were still in use. In
1935, with the country and the world

still struggling under the weight of the
Great Depression, the town did not
have the means to build permanent
school buildings.

In the meantime, the Public Works
Administration (PWA) had been cre-
ated in 1933 as part of President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt’s National Industrial
Recovery Act – a means to jumpstart
the economy. This program was similar
in concept to today’s American Rein-
vestment and Recovery Act.

Under the PWA, jobs were created
and industry was stimulated through
government-funded building of new
infrastructure such as roads and
bridges, including the Lincoln Tun-
nel and the Triborough Bridge.

In addition, 14 percent of the PWA’s
budget was used to construct 7,488
school buildings. The town of
Westfield secured a PWA loan and
grant for the construction of Wilson
Elementary School, which went on to
become one of the first New Jersey
schools completed under the program.

The school was officially dedicated
through a ceremony on October 28,
1935. The speech, given by then-
principal Byron D. Stuart, was en-
titled, “Educating for Wholesome
Living.”

The current principal of Woodrow
Wilson Elementary School, Joseph
Malanga, would like to honor the
school’s opening 75 years ago and pay
tribute to the students, faculty and staff
who have contributed to the school’s
rich history and longevity.

He and the Wilson School Parent
Teacher Organization (PTO) are invit-

ing all alumni and former and current
faculty and staff back for a Wilson
School Reunion on May 13, at 7:30
p.m. The evening will feature a
slideshow with photos from through-
out the school’s history, light refresh-
ments and an opportunity to walk the
halls and visit old classrooms.

Alumni and current and former fac-
ulty and staff are encouraged to attend
the reunion and, whether they can at-
tend or not, to register through the
district’s website, westfieldnjk12.org,
click on “schools” and click “Wilson
Elementary,” where they can write about
fond memories and favorite teachers
from the school.

Alumni, faculty and staff can also
join the newly created Facebook group
“Woodrow Wilson Elementary School,”
where they can share accounts with
others and where class photos going
back as far as the 1970s are posted.

The Facebook group already has over
100 members, some of whom have
posted photographs of, and comments
about, their days at Wilson School.

Those who wish to attend the re-
union, or have questions, may contact
Wilson’s PTO co-president, Susana
MacLean, at (908) 233-3406 or at
susana.maclean@comcast.net.

MATH HONOREE…Benjamin Holt
of Westfield has been inducted into St.
Lawrence University’s chapter of Pi
Mu Epsilon, the national mathematics
honorary society. Benjamin graduated
from Westfield High School. At St.
Lawrence, the chapter sponsors an
annual mathematics contest for area
high school students. Membership eli-
gibility varies by class year, but all
students must have taken a qualifying
number of mathematics courses and
have achieved minimum grade-point
averages in those courses.

Honor Roll
Westfield High School

Second Marking Period

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School Principal Peter Renwick an-
nounced the second marking period
honor roll for the 2009-2010 school
year. Westfield High School recog-
nizes student achievement every
marking period at two levels: Honor
Roll and Distinguished Honor Roll.

Determination of inclusion on the
Honor Roll is based on the following
criteria: For the Distinguished Honor
Roll, the grade point average (GPA)
must be between 3.75 and 4.0 with no
grade lower than a B. For the Honor
Roll, the GPA must be between 3.5
and 3.74 with no grade lower than a B.

9th Grade Distinguished Honor Roll
Oria Alexander, Jennifer Amador, Delia

Annitsakis, Lauren Anzevino, Corinne Bar-
row, Lucas Bizzaro, Henry Brown, Owen
Browne, Chloe Bryen, Lilian Burtness, Justin
Cafiero, John Campbell, Kathryn Capodanno,
Colleen Caprario, Robert Cassie, Julia Ceasrine,
Grace Cerra, Andres Chang, Meghan Clifford,
Deanna Cohen, Jason Colasanti, Mary
Cornwell, Samuel Cravo, David Cui, Eliza-
beth Cusick, Samuel Dejohn, Giana Di Giorgio,
Ashley Dietz, Hailey Dobosiewicz, Claire
Dorwart, Andrew Dougert, Daniel Dougherty,
Samuel Eliades, Sofie Fetter, Christopher
Fischer, Austin Fishman, Erin Fitzpatrick,
Meaghan Fleck, Sarah Freer, Kevin Galasso,
Angela Gallagher, Colleen Gallagher, Daniel
Gallagher, Ashley Gerckens, Emily Greenberg,
Adam Greene, Elizabeth Griesmer, Christina
Gulla, Courtney Han, Edmund Han, Allison
Hecht, Leigh Anne Heinbokel, Maura
Heinbokel, Maria Hershey, Rachel Hertzberg,
Timothy Huber, Aidan Hughes, Nadia Ibrahim,
Aditi Jain, Miranda Jakubek, Alexander Jeffery,
Molly Jennings, Pengju Jin, Alexandra
Kapadia, Jessica Kenny, Catherine Kerr, Sonya
Khedr, Barrie Knapp, Geoffrey Ko, Lauren
Koenigsberg, Marina Kovalenko, Alexander
Laitamaki, Caitlin Lawrie, Paul Lee, Steven
Lee, Adam Lupicki, Jennifer Mandelblatt, Jef-
frey Marino, Cassandra Masciale, Megan
McCusker, Catherine Meixner, Eric
Mikalauskas, Julia Miller, Olivia Mobarakai,
Lea Moise Kleinman, Regina Morales, Gre-
gory Morano, Megan Mulrooney, Michaela
Nies, Eric Oberman, Michael Paone, Sun Park,
Grace Partridge, Scott Pass, Chelsea Peterson,
Elizabeth Pindilli, Molly Prybylski, Tara
Reardon, Michael Reilly, Elinor Reinhardt,
Samantha Rembisz, Brett Ripperger, Lindsay
Ripperger, Robert Romano, Aaron Rubin,
Charlotte Russo, Kyra Sagal, Benjamin
Schwartz, Alexandra Schwetje, Tara Sciortino,
Sarah Seitz, Joel Seltzer, Melissa Shendell,
Max Shin, Alison Simon, Anna Simon, Clara
Smith, Amanda Soldati, Thanach Srithaninrat,
Elisabeth Sulmont, Emily Suriano, Emma
Tabachnick, Annalyn Tanella, Margaret Tanji,
Austen Thien, Scott Thompson, Alexandra
Tinfow, Katherine Towers, Kristin Troutman,
Natalia Trujillo, Natalie Tupper, Kelly Vasel,
Kristin Vonderwroge, Jimmy Yang, Alex Ying,
Reece Zakarin, Allison Zale, Alana Zepka,
Rebecca Zhang, Brian Zilberberg, Nicole
Zimmermann

9th Grade Regular Honor Roll
David Adsit, Megan Ariola, Michael

Aronson, Mariah Baker, Sofia Beneroff, Alice
Bonneau, Corentin Bonneau, Alexandra Borr,
Daniel Bungerz, Madelyn Cannone, Riyad
Carey, Daniel Cetlin, Jonathan Clancy,
Cassandra Clark, Jessica Cobuzzi, Abigail
Conlon, Michael Corcoran, Matthew Daniel,
Erica Davis, Andrew Donohue, Mark
Eisenhauer, Brian Farrell, Alyssa Fernandez,
Benjamin Fine, Jesse Finver, Michael
Fitzhenry, Mark Frega, Marisa Garrity, Julia
Godbee, Brittany Gould, Jayne Gradel, Nicho-
las Grawehr, Jacob Greenberg, Caroline
Greenspan, Alexandra Grosser, Matthew
Haner, Allison Harth, Sarah Hearon, Emily
Hutchinson, Christopher Ick, Alyssha John,
Ashley Kaiser, Katelyn Kelly, Hannah
Knighton, Tracy Kwok, Valerie LaPorta, Bra-
dley Lankler, Sarah Leahy, James Massa, Drew
Mellusi, Zachary Milrod, Sophie Mushell, Jack
Mustard, Charles Naughton, Joshua Norton,
Hannah Painter, Elana Pascoguin, Jenna
Perrotta, Kendall Reid, Katie Rembisz, Ben-
jamin Ritter, Samantha Rohwetter, Sam
Russak, Lillian Russo, Rohit Saigal, Joseph
Salmon, Leon Shum, Isabelle Smelkinson,
Henry Smith, David Solomon, Laura Streaman,
Connor Swingle, Naomi Tortorello, John
Towey, Jennifer Tresnan, Courtney Weisse,
Garrett Williamson, Emily Wolf

10th Grade Distinguished Honor Roll
Nahea An, Meg Anderson, Alison

Antonelli, Arjun Asija, Mia Ballan, Tara Bange,
Mary Barber, Alana Basil, Zachary Bebel,
Michelle Behzadpour, Caroline Bertoni, Daniel
Bigelow, Kelley Biglin, Joy Binder, Alexander
Bond, Matthew Caminiti, Sarah Chandler,
Robert Ciardullo, Jessica Cronin, Gabrielle
Cruz, Nicole Cruz, Ella Claire D’amico, Carley
Davis, Melissa Decandia, Michael Depaolo,

Sophia Devita, Isabel Docampo, Sydney
Doskow, Patrick Dyer, Amanda Earl, Caroline
Ehrhardt, Ryan Elliott, Brandon Eng, Emily
Fahey, Daniel Fahrenthold, Allison Faktor,
Julia Fisher, Rory Fitzpatrick, Katherine Fox,
Kaitlyn Frey, Geena Gao, Alexa Geltzeiler,
William Geoghegan, Christopher Gerckens,
Andrew Goldfarb, Zachary Goldfarb, Alex
Goldschmidt, Zoe Greenburg, Emily Gretsky,
Kelsey Hall, Jacob Harris, Samantha Hindes,
Kimberly Hoffman, Krysta Huber, Matthew
Huff, Taylor Ingber, Jason Isbit, Lindsey
Jacobs, Katharine Jaruzelski, Alexandra Ja-
son, Kaitlyn Johnson, Patrick Johnson, Kelly
Kalis, Ashley Kattak, Pauna Kiricheva, Kayla
Krasnoo, Elizabeth Kuehn, Allegra Larche,
Timothy Lehmberg, Brandon Levan, Dara
Levy, Danielle Lipschutz, Tess Lukowiak,
Carolyn Maguire, Maeve Maloney, Amanda
Marcotullio, Hannah Margolin, Katie Marino,
Finbar Martinson, Erika May, Cali Mazzara,
Marc Mazzucco, Allie Merkelson, Nathan
Mitchell, Jessica Morse, Richard O’Connor,
Thomas O’Neill, Ellis Opoku, Kevin Oster,
Olivia Pecora, Audrey Peterson, Emily Polak,
Brian Pollock, Zhe Qin, Elizabeth Queisser,
Julia Queller, Matthew Ragoza, Patrick Reilly,
Jack Rickles, Joseph Rinaldi, Ilana Rood, Alexa
Rothenberg, Alexander Rothfelder, Alexandra
Rubin, Erica Russo, Rebecca Sarkos, Dean
Schapow, Andrew Schwarz, Charles Scott,
Kayla Seigelstein, Ashley Simmons, Jessica
Sipe, Emily Smith, Sari Solomon, Alina Spera,
Elizabeth Steller, Samantha Sterba, Alyssa
Stewart, Kathleen Tang, Leah Tavasi, Lauren
Tebbetts, Leonidas Tolias, Robin Toth,
Rebecca Tunis, Aswad Turner, Anthony Valles,
Brian Vander Schaaf, Tyler Varian, Brandon
Vassallo, Victoria Wang, Caroline Weber,
Hannah Weeks, Jacob Wegbreit, Matias
Werner, Ozan Yucetepe, Nicholas Zahorodny

10th Grade Regular Honor Roll
Edward Allen, Grace Antonelli, Meghan

Bachmann, Sam Baldwin, Loren Ball, Aimee
Bass, Emily Benz, Daniel Berke, Oliver Bevan,
Victoria Bonsall, Markian Borkowsky, Zachary
Botos, Eleanor Callinan, Theresa Carlino,
Madeline Chandler, Hsiao-Min Chiang, Justin
Coelho, Sarah Collins, Molly Colvin, Eileen
Cook, Cassandra Currens, John Dedea, Mel-
issa Diep, Thomas Edwards, Samantha Ellner,
Jessie Fang, Andrew Felix, Abraham Fertig-
Cohen, Adam Firestone, Richard Fletcher,
Dana Friedman, Taylor Friss, Victoria
Gagliano, Matthew Hall, Nick Hering, Ryan
Hobson, John Hogge, Bernadette Hopen,
Lawrence Keating, Bong Kim, John Kirna,
Eddy Lu, Richard Malacrea, Maxwell
Marchiano, Anna Margolis, Peter Mebane,
Kavita Mehta, Sydney Metzger, Emily Miller,
Amanda Mongiove, Cecelia Mosco, Julianne
Mucci, Meghan Murphy, James O’Rourke,
Anne Oldakowski, Emma Polini, Emily Prosuk,
Sarah Ramire, Madeline Rosenberg, Sam
Rosenburgh, Megan Roth, Brett Ryan, Jack
Santangelo, Eric Saunders, Laura Schmahl,
Shweta Sethi, Sara Shields, Mercedes Smith,
Michael Snyder, Nicholas Sternal, Stephanie
Tepper, Alexa Turitz, Jacob Vergara, Daniel
Wolf, Madison Yarusi, Jacob Ziff

11th Grade Distinguished Honor Roll
Astrid Adriaens, Paige Alvarez, Taylor

Anderson, Madelein Archambault, Rakhee
Barai, Rishi Barai, Christian Barber, Rachel
Baron, Patrick Bergin, Adrian Bizzaro, Marissa
Boretz, Jane Braun, Morgan Bungerz, Eric
Byer, Brian Cantor, Emily Chan, Nicholas
Chopey, Alyssa Conte, Tara Culnan, Jeffrey
Desorbo, Wenqi Duan, Meghan Dunn, Justin
Erickson, Danielle Fields, Alexandra Frankel,
Sarah Frantz, Alec Friedlander, Josh Fried-
man, Catalina Gaglioti, Haozhe Gao, Alexander
Garcia, Tzvetelina Garneva, John Gentile,
Georgia Gleason, Betsy Goellner, Emily
Goldstein, Dana Gottdiener, Erik Gozdieski,
Dana Grant, Emma Gross, Rachel Gross, Ed-
ward Han, Rachel Harth, Alyssa Hatch,
Alexandra Hawkins, Evan Heroux, Evan
Hindes, Alexander Jedruszczak, Melanie
Johnson, Tracy Kaplan, Nikki Koll, Madeline

Komar, Hayden Kopser, Hannah Kronick, Ho
Lam, Justin Lee, Michael Levidy, John
Lorentzen, Emily Mack, Anne Maguire,
Mikhail Maslyuk, Diana Mason, Colleen
McCabe, Katherine McKinley, J Carlos Mejias,
Amanda Minken, Dominick Molinari, Amelia
Morabito, Melissa Morawski, Alexis Murphy,
Morgan Murphy, Priyanka Nayer, Dylan Olson,
David Osterman, Charles Pantazis, Tae-Yong
Park, Emma Partridge, Christine Pyo, Eric
Rackear, Bryan Reilly, Shannon Reilly, Rachel
Rickles, Matthew Ritter, Laura Rogut, Allison
Rose, Jessica Russo, Christina Scaglione,
Nicole Schmeider, Jenna Sharkey, Joshua
Simmons, Shane Skibitsky, Connor Slifer,
Wyatt Smith, Robert Steinfeld, Caitlin Storcks,
Peter Surace, Gabrielle Tanji, Matthew
Tarantino, Margot Tishberg, Taylor Vaughn,
Isabelle Weisman, Madison Weist, Kayla
Wiesinger, Vivien Wolf, Jeffrey Yang, Timo-
thy Younger, Zachary Zagorski, Larry Zhang,
Adam Ziering

11th Grade Regular Honor Roll
Jenelle Abbattista, John Allen, Mark

Androconis, Kerry Austin, Michael Blutfield,
Joshua Brafman, Matthew Buccino, Juliana
Capuano, Tessa Carr, Jillian Ceasrine, Hoon
Chae, Ming Chen, Alan Chu, Caitlin Coleman,
Sarah Crawford, William Cronen, Alyssa
Cuellar, Matthew Curry, Gustav Danielsson,
Lauren Darchi, Rebecca Delafuente, Juliette
Diaz, Sara Durst, Colin Eldridge, Adam
Fischette, Colin Fitzhenry, Abigail Flaherty,
Michael Foley, Emma Franks, Jessica Free-
man, Katherine Frega, Brandon Gold, Peter
Granstrand, Joseph Greenspan, Jessica Gre-
gory, Cornelius Haggerty, Kathryn Halliburton,
Julia Harbaugh, Maddie Horowitz, Ravi Jha,
Catherine Johnston, Yasemin Karamete,
Megan Kaveney, Kevin Kessler, Elizabeth
Kiefer, Andrew Kirna, Steven Korn, Evan
Korunow, Ian Kuhn, Christina Martinez,
Natalie Materek, Matthew McEvoy, Madison
Mone, Shannon Mooney, Kevin Morris,
Christophe Morrissey, Andrew Murray, Aileen
Nunez, Henry O’Brien, Rachel Opatowski,
Lucas Pellegrino, Katherine Ponce, Garrett
Pryor, Aris Psyhojos, Hannah Purdy, John
Randazzo, Amy Reich, William Riggs, Robyn
Rosenzweig, Adam Ross, Olivia Ryan, Rohan
Saigal, Jill Salisbury, Justin Sandler, Matthew
Santry, Dylan Shepcaro, Emma Shor, Nicho-
las Shorrock, Matthew Stierhoff, Meghan
Sullivan, Meghan Suriano, Angela Tata,
Sabrina Telsey, Daniel Tivenan, Jamie
Torcicollo, Garrett Verdone, Daniel Wickens,
John Yingling

12th Grade Distinguished Honor Roll
Jamie Ackerman, Mary Ajodah, Allison

Ammermuller, Elaine Anderson, Calvin
Antoniewicz, David Athenson, Caraugh Ball,
Katherine Bange, Richard Barber, Leslie
Bartsch, Tyler Becker, Zachary Bowman,
Emily Budnick, Abigail Burton, Michael
Byrne, Julia Carlino, Amanda Centrella, Marc
Cervantes, Robert Ciarrocca, Kevin Clancy,
Danielle Cofone, Tyler Cusick, Monica
D’Amico, Andrew Deutchman, Adam Di
Battista, Brandon Dietz, Kathleen Dooley,
Mitchell Dornfeld, Shannon Doyle, Michael
Eilbacher, Jennifer Eisenberg, Carly Erman,
Jonathan Erman, Benjamin Fine, David
Fishman, Melissa Ford, Elizabeth Frankola,
Shelley Fussman, Hannah Gelb, Andrew
Gialanella, Michael Gismondi, Sarah
Glickstein, Emily Goodman, Emily A. Harris,
Emily  J. Harris, Zachary Helfand, Kyle
Higgins, Anneliese Himmel, Valerie Hoffman,
Leslie Holt, Miles Hsu, Lauren Hughes, Ryan
Jennings, Elizabeth Kamel, Michael Kaufhold,
Richard Knapp, Anne Knisely, Sara Koznecki,
Joseph Kramkowski, Kristin Kukis, Stephanie
Kuntz, Tracy Landon, Suzanne Lemberg,
Melissa Littman, Kamil Lupicki, Ian
Mackenzie, Jessica Margolies, Andrew Marino,
Amanda Markowski, Sarah Mendoza, Mat-
thew Meserole, Gregory Mitchell, Samuel
Mumford, Brandon Oliff, Michael Oster,
Corinne Parsloe, Elizabeth Penczak, Gaffney
Peterson, Kristin Peyton, Nicholas Polak,

Lauren Posluszny, Anna Powell, Beau Preston,
Wade Preston, Megan Pulliam, Katie Ramire,
Stephanie Rego, Megan Reilly, Alison Ricardo,
Jenna Rodrigues, Jaraad Rogers, Amy
Rosenfeld, Justin Rosin, Michael Rosin,
Michael Ruschmann, Kevin Russell, Philip
Russo, Michal Sagal, Matthew Sanders, Drew
Schapow, Julian Seltzer, Vishal Shah, Nikolay
Shargorodsky, Adam Sherman, Arielle
Silverman, Dylan Simon, Meredith Smith, Reid
Smith, Justin Snyder, Joshua Solomon, Vir-
ginia Spinelli, Sarah Spitz, Graeme Stahl, Molly
Sternal, Jenna Strauss, Kelly Sullivan, Sarah
Szollar, Scott Thien, Diana Venezia, Denise
Virzi, Peter Waddell, Yixiao Wang, Austin
Wenta, Emily Williams, Kelsey Wilson, Mel-
issa Wong, Siyu Xiao, Mei-Dong You

12th Grade Regular Honor Roll
Meredith Ambinder, Elise Annis, Jacob

Archambault, Nicole Aronson, Scott Bernstein,
Jamie Bornstein, Katie Brennan, Meghan
Brody, Andrew Burke, Heather Callahan,
Gabrielle Cerami, Victoria Cheung, Anne
Comba, Sara Connery, Andrew Cordeiro, John
Crisan, Tara Criscuolo, Alexander Cruz, Lacy
Cummings, Maryjuliet Donohue, Seth Egert,
Kathleen Esler, Lia Fagan, Caroline Fahey,
Sharon Faktor, Christopher Fantini, Michael
Fietkiewicz, Adam Fine, William Foltz, Gre-
gory Fortino, Meghan Freudenheim, Rachel
Friedman, Alex Furlong, Kevin Furlong,
Maximilian Fusaro, Trent Gabriel, Andrew
Gates, Emily Gluck, Nina Godbee, Rosa
Graziadei, Sophie Greene, William Gretsky,
Kyla Grodzka, James Hay, Connor Hewett,
Dylan Hirtler, Danielle Hollaway, Meghan
Ince, Kelly Irving, Samantha Kaufman, Ryan
Krasnoo, Zachary LaPorta, Grace Mackenzie,
Brian Maehl, Drew Margolis, Rachel
McGovern, Sara Mitchell, Marisa Mormile,
Grace Mustard, Lisa Nehring, Luke Nobile,
Sean O’Connor, Joshua Perlman, Adam Reich,
Alicia Rogers, Benjamin Rubin, Charles
Russak, Patrick Sabatino, Martin Safar, An-
drew Sauerwein, Maxwell Schuster, Sean
Scrudato, Jennifer Sgalardi, Michael Sheehan,
Robert Sinisi, Emma Smelkinson, Julia
Spiridigliozzi, Darla Stabler, Claire Stevens-
Haas, Janya Tagat, Christina Tsui, Rosalba
Vasquez, Katherine Venezia, Emily Weeks,
Marie Wyant

Kean Univ. Students
Receive Honors

UNION – Kean University an-
nounced the dean’s list honor roll for
fall 2009. More than 2,300 Kean Uni-
versity students were recognized for
their outstanding academic achieve-
ments.

Students who achieved honor-roll
distinction maintained a semester grade
point average of 3.45 and successfully
completed 12 or more credit hours.

In total, 629 residents of Union
County received honors. Ones in this
readership area include:

Fanwood: Yelena Kravetskaya,
Portia Price, Marissa Taveras and Jes-
sica Zuber; Garwood: Nicole Calello,
AnnMarie Carlucci, Kimberly Castro,
Edward Enners, Christopher Greet,
Jessica Lewis, Christopher
McCarrick, Lisa Ricks and Anna
Maria Zuena; Mountainside: Brittany
Catalano, Wei Dong Dierkes, Adam
Foti and Enkelejda Marke; Scotch
Plains: Vincent Bianco, Sarah Boruch,
Stephanie Bowles, Salvatore Cerchio,
Chelsea Holloway, Anthony Ingato,
Alicia Lambros, Matthew Manahan,
Alexis Ottati, Stacia Piesch, Vicki
Pressler, Kelly Rigano, Courtney
Stewart, Francis Walker and Kim-
berly Wellinger; Westfield: Samuel
Berse, Erica Bucciarelli, Dylan
Calvert, Chelsea Carlson, Andrea
Colbert, Peter Curialle, Isabelle
Encarnacion, Nancy Gleason, Craig
Hewit, Ronald Johnson, Aylin
Mahmut, John Marks, Eric Schnorr,
Mai Trinh and Angela Valles.

A WIDE VARIETY…At Tamaques School, students are preparing small group
numbers for their variety show on April 9 and 10 at the Westfield High School
auditorium. This year’s theme will be “Time of Our Lives.” Above, the fifth
graders practice their routine. The entire fifth grade performs the opening and
closing numbers in addition to their small group numbers. Joanne Geschickter
and Marielle Brown are this year’s producers.

SPFHS Robotics Team
Heads to Championship

SCOTCH PLAINS — With their
recent victory at a regional robotics
competition held in Bridgewater, the
Scotch Plains Fanwood-High School
Raiders Robotics team has secured a
position at the Vex Cleansweep World
Championship Competition.

The competition, held in April, will
pit robots from around the world
against each other at a three-day event
in Dallas, Tex.

Though the robotics club has ex-
isted for three years at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, and has at-
tended several regional competitions
scattered throughout New Jersey, this
marks the first time its members have
successfully qualified for a world
championship.

Lack of school funding for robot-
ics has forced the Raiders to finance
the development of the robot and its
previous competitions entirely out of
their own pockets, and the club is
currently searching for local spon-
sors to subsidize their next undertak-
ing: the world championships. The
team needs to raise money for a reg-
istration fee, transportation and spe-
cialized parts for their robot to enter
the world competition.

With less than a month before the
event, Raiders Robotics will face
many challenges in preparing their
team to compete against the world’s
best.

(Wilson School in 1940)

MAKING A CONTRIBUTION...Aditya Dalal of Scotch Plains and Jayson
Friedman present a $2,275 check to Byron Miller of Scotch Plains, who represents
Pure Water for the World, as Naya Shim reads a thank-you message for Mr.
Miller at the podium.

Wardlaw Presents Checks
To Provide Relief to Haiti

EDISON – The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison held a school-wide
assembly on the afternoon of March
11 to mark the end of its major
fundraising effort to provide relief to
the earthquake victims in Haiti. Ap-
proximately $8,275 has been raised
from efforts that span all three of our
divisions.

The assembly featured a represen-
tative from Direct Relief International,
Allison Joyce, via Skype, and past
parent and Scotch Plains resident
Byron Miller, representing Pure Wa-
ter for the World.

Students viewed a brief video about
Direct Relief International’s efforts to
support health care in Haiti. Neil
Dwivedi, Kyla Houston and Arturo
Martinez presented a check for $6,000
via Skype to Ms. Joyce. Naya Shim,
Aditya Dalal of Scotch Plains and
Jayson Friedman presented Mr. Miller
a check in the amount of $2,275 and a
Hope For Haiti T-shirt (designed by
Sara Alkhalili).

Mr. Miller, who just returned from
Haiti, spoke about how Pure Water for
the World, an effort spearheaded by
Rotary International, is responding to

the need for fresh water by building
filtration plants.

He fielded questions from the stu-
dent body about what causes an earth-
quake, how the Haitian people are
coping with their hardships and how
Pure Water for the World has been
helping in the relief efforts.

Andrew Webster, Head of School,
said, “I couldn’t be prouder of the
ways our students and community have
rallied to support this cause.”

UCC Offers Business
Courses in April

CRANFORD – The following
courses are being offered through Union
County College’s Division of Economic
Development and Continuing Educa-
tion, on the college’s Cranford campus
at 1033 Springfield Avenue.

“Developing Confidence For The Job
Interview,” “Investment Planning For
College,” “Basics Of Investing In 2010,”
“Is Your Computer Safe,?” “Setting Up
A Firewall” and “Ebay: How To Sell
Online.”

For more information on any course,
or to register, call (908) 709-7600.

Scholarship Foundation Sets
‘Dollars for Students’ Drive
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Scholarship Founda-
tion will conduct its 44th annual com-
munity canvass, “Dollars for Student,”
on Saturday, April 10, and Sunday,
April 11.

The foundation is seeking contribu-
tions to provide financial assistance to
qualified Scotch Plains and Fanwood
student residents for their post-high-
school education.

Approximately 100 high school stu-
dents will make door-to-door solicita-
tions and man stationary locations
throughout Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

In addition to its own fundraising
efforts, the foundation also adminis-
ters scholarships sponsored by 21 lo-
cal individuals and organizations, as
well as administering the capital of 23
established scholarship funds.

Since it was founded in 1966, the
foundation has administered 2,150

scholarships, valued at $1,943,936.
Last year, $152,106 of financial aid
was awarded by the foundation to 90
of the students who applied.

This year, the screening committee
is in the process of evaluating 159
applications from local high school
and college students. With commu-
nity donations to enhance the
foundation’s “Dollars for Students”
awards, which, hopefully, will total
$25,500, a total of over $147,706 is
planned to be given for the 2010-2011
academic year.

The house-to-house canvass and a
direct mail effort are the foundation’s
only fundraising efforts for its “Dol-
lars for Students” Scholarships. Resi-
dents who are not contacted in person
by a student or who do not find an
envelope by their door may send dona-
tions to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Scholarship Foundation, P.O. Box 123,
Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023.

Park Middle School Holds
Its Annual Science Fair

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mold and
exploding sodas were popular ex-
hibits at the seventh annual Park
Middle School Science Fair, held
March 12 at the school.

Other projects explored which de-
tergents clean best and which paper
towels are most absorbent. IPods,
lipstick and one hamster were also
involved in various scientific explo-
rations conducted by fifth to eighth
grade students.

Park science teacher Peggy Brown,
co-coordinator of the event, reported
that 142 students participated this year,
working alone or in pairs on 96 projects.

“The fair has grown so much over
the years that we now use two areas
in the school to display them and a
third for our awards ceremony. I’m
really happy we were able to spread
out this year so everyone had a clear
view of everything,” she said.

In addition to Ms. Brown, Park
science teachers Richard Minerley,
Amy Johnson, Aimee Sanchez, Jen-
nifer Slavin and John Scholz
mentored students’ use of the scien-
tific method while conducting their
projects during the weeks before the
fair.

Many volunteers from the school’s
PTA helped organize the event, par-
ticularly Melissa Tice, who recruited

judges and prepared prizes and cer-
tificates, and Kalpana Krishna-
Kumar, who organized projects into
the expanded space.

Volunteer science professionals
from Merck/Schering-Plough,
Johnson & Johnson, Oracle and GE
Healthcare evaluated each project’s
use of scientific methods, under-
standing of principles, and presenta-
tion.

The following were selected for
prizes in each grade:

Grade 5
First – Rhea Rao, comparing flores-

cent and incandescent bulbs; second –
Maggie Richard, “Statue of Liberty”; third
– Amelia Paladino, mold growth.

Grade 6
First – Matt Auda, friction; second –

Marc Genser, hamster conditioning; third
– Abe and Zach Elsehf, Bernoulli.

Grade 7
First – Elisa Staniec and Elizabeth Hom,

soapy science; second – Mrudhula
Baskaran, wind power; third – Patrick
Lay, “Which is a better cleaner?”

Grade 8
First – Tasha Segulin and Bridget Kelly,

Oxy-foods; second – Paras Jha, earthquake
impacts on bridges; third – Amy Palumbo
and Ashley Clausen, static charges.

Del Monaco Makes
St. Elizabeth Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Christina Del
Monaco, daughter of Emilio and Louise
Del Monaco of Scotch Plains, has
achieved dean’s list status for the fall
2009 semester at the College of Saint
Elizabeth in Morristown.

This honor requires the student to
achieve a grade point of 3.50 or above.

Christina is working towards a double
degree in Early Childhood/Elementary
Education and Applied Sciences. She
is an alumna of Mother Seton Regional
High School of Clark.

BMW Club Offers
Survival Program

EDISON — The New Jersey Chap-
ter of the BMW Car Club of America
(BMWCCA) will conduct a TireRack
Street Survival Training Program for
young drivers at the Raritan Expo
Center in Edison on Sunday, May 2.

TireRack Street Survival is a
“hands-on” driving experience de-
signed to help drivers, age 16 to 21,
understand how a car behaves in real
world situations. An intensive one-
day course, the program features
classroom and ample “behind the
wheel” instruction with in-car coaches
from the BMWCCA and other orga-
nizations. Students will gain first-
hand understanding of how to handle
their vehicle in emergency situations
and practice the techniques used to
stay in control of the vehicle. They
are encouraged to bring the car they
use for daily driving.

The program is open to all drivers
age 16 to 21 with a valid permit or
license. For more information, visit
the TireRack Street Survival website
at streetsurvival.org or contact Larry
Engel at larryengel@njbmwcca.org.
Class size is limited and students
must pre-register and be accepted to
the program. To register students,
follow the link on the website. Cost
for the program is $75 per student.
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‘JOLTIN’ JRS’ MURRAY, KERR; SR. SCANLON TO LEAD

Blue Devil Baseballers Should
Have ‘Crafty’ Pitching Crew

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Speed guns and pro scouts may not
be lurking behind the screens at the
Westfield High School baseball
team’s game this season, but the Blue
Devils’ plan is to present a crafty
pitching crew that could baffle many
opposing teams.

Last year, 6’7” fireballer Chris
Jenkins, who will play at Stanford
University this spring, caught the eyes
of many and No. 2 pitcher Aiden
Scanlon’s achievements took some-
what of a back seat to his exploits.
Last year, Scanlon, who recorded 22
strikeouts and a 3-2 record (2.55 ERA)
in 24.67 innings, will step into the
No. 1 spot.

“Aiden’s got fantastic control. He
throws four different pitches for strikes,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Bob Brewster
said. “I saw him pitch some great games.
Aiden didn’t have any games where he
was hit hard. I think he is going to pick
up where he left off.”

Seniors Rob Anderson and Phil
Russo will also be on the mound.

“Robbie is strong this year. He’s
got a very strong arm, and he’s looked
good in scrimmages. Phil is the mas-
ter of deception with his breaking
pitch. Changeups, he keeps batters
off-balance all the time. Plus, he’s
gotten a little stronger this year, and
he can surprise people with his

fastball,” coach Brewster said.
Juniors Zach Archembault, Justin

White, Matt Rivera and Ben Krause
will also spend time on the mound.
Sophomore Brett Ryan could also
add some effective pitching.

“I am excited about our junior pitch-
ers. They are kids, who can give us
some really good innings. We have a
surprise in Brett Ryan, who has shown

a lot of moxie. He is an exciting kid to
watch, because he’s got a lot of pop on
the ball,” coach Brewster pointed out.

Junior catcher AJ Murray will cer-
tainly give the pitching staff confi-
dence on the mound, and he will
definitely give his team confidence
once he steps to the plate.

“AJ lets his actions do his talking.

WHITE TO BE ON MOUND, PETERSON TO ADD CLOUT

Raider Softballers Will Show
Plenty of New Faces on Field

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Plenty of new faces will be taking
to the field when the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School softball team
begins its regular season in Plainfield
on April 1.

Not only will there be a near totally
revamped team, but there will be a
new head coach, although a very fa-
miliar face to Raider sports is Jessica
Hulnik, who has been the swim coach
for more than a decade and an assis-
tant softball coach when Frank Butz
was the head coach until Kelli Covert

took over the helm in 2004.
The Raiders have just a small hand-

ful of girls returning with some var-
sity experience, and the rest of the
team is comprised of members from
last year’s JV team, along with sev-
eral talented freshmen, so they are
very young.

“Yes, I think so! Even some of the
returners were platooning last year,”
coach Hulnik said. “It’s just a real nice
junior and senior class, and the fresh-
men can be really, really solid, as will
some of the sophomores. I am not sure
right now if everyone who is up here is

going to stay [on the varsity], because
I think it is important for the freshmen
and sophomores to play. So if they are
up here, I would like them to play. If
not, I want to make sure they return [to
JVs and play].”

One of the veterans, junior Amanda
White, is presently the No. 1 candi-
date for the pitching position.

“She has been doing really well.
It’s still early in the season. I think we
are on the right track. She’s hitting
most of her spots right now. Her com-
posure is excellent. She never gets

SCRUDATO, HENRY, POLAK, SHIELDS, KELLEY TO LEAD

Blue Devil Track Boys Will
Have ‘Better Overall Team’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Depth across the board may make
the Westfield High School boys track
and field team a much stronger team
than last year. Although a few strong
runners have graduated, the Blue
Devils had a very successful cross-
country season in the fall and a very
strong winter indoor track season that
will set them up for a very promising
spring season.

“Last year, we had pretty solid per-
formances in the conference, the
county and the sections. We gradu-
ated a few important kids, but I think
this year, we have a better overall
team in more events with more expe-
rience,” Blue Devil Head Coach Jack

Martin said.
The Blue Devils’ outlook for suc-

cess in the conference even looks
brighter because of the shift to a Union
County Conference setup.

“We no longer have to contend
with Irvington in the speed events
and jumps. We will be able to be
mixing it up with the old Watchung
Conference teams, only from Union
County,” coach Martin said.

Because of the team’s overall depth
across the board, the upcoming relay
meets look very inviting.

“I think we are going to do very
well in the relays. We are pretty deep.
In the jumps, we are pretty deep. We
don’t have outstanding jumpers, but
we have solid jumpers. You put two or

three of them together, and you get a
good relay punch,” coach Martin
pointed out.

Team captains Ryan Scrudato,
Mike Kelley, Brian Henry, Connor
Shields and Nick Polak have been
biting at the bit for the regular season
to begin.

“Coming off a great winter season,
I think that we have a lot of depth
everywhere from sprints to distance

When:  Saturday, April 10

Time:  8:30am – 10:00am

Where:  Union Sports Arena (USA)
in Union, NJ

Ages:  Boys and Girls born in
2002 or younger

Skills:  Advanced skating and
hockey skills required

Fee:  $50 per participant

The WESTFIELD HOCKEY CLUB

is hosting an open evaluation for its
2010/2011 Mites travel ice hockey team.

For further information, please visit our web site at
www.eteamz.com/westfieldhockeyclub or email

westfieldhockeyclub@gmail.com

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PART OF THE “JOLTIN’ JUNIORS”…Blue Devil Danny Kerr, pictured, along with AJ Murray will bat in the meat of
the order and are expected to provide plenty of clout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHOWING INTENSITY ON THE MOUND…Junior Amanda White is expected to be the primary starting pitcher for the
Raider softball team this season.

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield-West • 600 North Avenue • 908-233-0065

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com
Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services 866-835-4557

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for more information

Homebuyer Tax Credit
Opportunity is Knocking

*Certain income, purchase price limits, and primary resident rules may apply.

• Extended until April 30, 2010,

 close by June 30, 2010.

• Expanded to include buyers

 who have owned their current 

 home at least 5 years;  

 eligible for tax credit of up to

$6,500*.

• Continues to apply to fi rst-

time homebuyers or anyone

 who hasn’t owned a home in

 the last three years; eligible

 for tax credit of up to

 $8,000*.

Follow us on Twitter @ cbwestfield
Become a fan on Facebook @ Coldwell Banker Westfield NJ

FANWOOD $449,900
Updated Ranch w/versatile flr plan. 3/4BR, great country
kit w/brkfst bar & sep. eating area. Sliders to deck, pvt
backyard. Master w/BA & wi-Closet. Prof lndscpd.
MLS: 2748936 908-233-0065

NEW PRICE! Vintage 1-1/2 story custom Cape w/entry
foyer, sep dining area in Kit, 2nd bedroom can be used as
den. Many updates!
MLS: 2746624 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $809,900
Stunning Colonial Split in wonderful condition. Generously
sized rooms, gracious foyer, neutral decor, fabulous master
w/spa bath.
MLS: 2752633 908-233-0065

MOUNTAINSIDE $725,000
Sunny & spacious custom home on prof. lndscp prop. Fab
Master suite, brightLR, hwd flrs, freshly fin Rec. rm. Close
to schls & NYC transport!
MLS: 2752355 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $489,000
Artfully styled Colonial. LR w/fplc, lovely formal DR. Newer
Kitchen w/powder rm & breakfast rm, sunny parlor/den,
nice BRs, enclosed porch, great yard. Close to everything.
MLS: 2757634 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $769,000
Very spacious Ranch w/4BR & 4 updated baths. Updated
Kitchen w/granite counters & new appliances.  Open Fam
room area. Great yard.
MLS: 2736518 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $1,495,000
Charming 6BR 3BA center hall Colonial set on half acre.
Sunny & spacious. Exceptionally large rooms, beautiful
Kitchen, new Baths & more!
MLS: 2739560 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $329,000

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, 02/21 1-4PM • 42 Maddaket

Happy April Fools’ Day
No Kidding!
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Blue Devil Track Boys Will Have ‘Better Team’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No Foolin’ Around,
This Is Best of Times

As we turn the page onto another
month, of another year, in another
decade, it seems like a good time to
reflect on some of the good things
about the sporting life:

NBA: The best sport on television,
with all those tattoos, the baggy, knee-
length shorts and black socks. And the
players are so talented, they can make
almost every one of their dunks, al-
though that uncontested 15-foot foul
shot has become quite a challenge.
Still, you have to admit that the tats,
chest pumping and index finger-point-
ing-to-the-sky stuff makes you proud
to be an American. Sadly, players
from other countries don’t seem to
have caught on to those things yet.

NHL: After sitting through all those
boring, fast-paced Olympic hockey
games, it’s great to have the National
Hooligan League back. For every
rugby scrum (none), fight (none), or
dirty cross check/late hit (one or two)
in the Olympics, you had to endure
hundreds of eye-opening, no-look,
behind-the-back or between-the-legs
“pretty boy” passes. Who wants non-
stop, end-to-end action? C’mon, be
men. Drop the gloves!

MLB: Now that the bunt and the
run-and-hit are archaic strategical
memories, it’s time to bring alumi-
num bats to the big leagues. Who
wants to see a lame 330-foot wood-
bat dinger just sneaking over the fence?
How about a 600-footer with a ping
stick? Maybe they could shorten the
fences a little too, so there are more of
them. Home runs are sooooo exciting,
much more so than “small ball.” An-
other thing, could all the home run
hitters (pretty) please watch the ball
land in the stands before they leave
the batter’s box?

NFL: The days when guys would
score the game-winning touchdown
in the big game, hand the ball to the ref
and head to the locker room are thank-
fully long gone. Can you say, B-O-R-
I-N-G? Now the NFL stands for Na-
tional Fun League, and everything is
about fun, fun, fun. Time to celebrate
with some football spikes, high-fly-
ing chest bumps, a little posing, maybe
a taunt or two. And defensive guys are
fun to watch, too. How can you not
like a guy making a tackle and spend-
ing 10 to 15 seconds of struttin’ like
Hulk Hogan or some old Indian chief
doing a war dance, even if his team is
down two touchdowns with a minute
left in the game.

COLLEGE SPORTS: It’s so great
now that colleges finally understand
the value of athletics (and it only took
a small financial push by TV). Let’s
be real, tens of thousands of people
don’t attend the school debates or
band concerts. So it’s great that they’ve
wised up and we now have college
football games on TV every night of
the week, and basketball games from
7 p.m. to 3 a.m. every weeknight, even
more on weekends.

ESPN: Speaking of TV, what’s up
with all these jealous sports writers
who think ESPN is the cause of the
ruination of sports as we know it?
C’mon, lighten up. Doesn’t every-
body want to see the replay of a dunk,
or a home run, or a hockey fight, or a
blindside, coma-inducing tackle 15,
20, 30 times? Isn’t that really what
sports are really all about?

TRAVEL TEAMS: It’s sad to imag-
ine how good the guys I grew up with
could have been, if only they’d had
travel teams and AAU basketball teams
and club swim teams to take up all
their waking hours. No playing with
your pals over at the school yard from
sun up to sun down without adult
supervision. It only makes sense. Re-
ally, think about it: with the Olym-
pics, a professional career or a “full”
scholarship to Jibibsville State at stake,
kids should give up all other pursuits
by age 10 to spend 10 to 12 months a
year making some coach very rich.

Speaking of specialization, remem-
ber back in the Cold War days, when
Americans were so quick to criticize
the communist countries because they
trained their athletes for one specific
sport from an early age and because
they took steroids to improve them-

NIZRI AT 1ST SINGLES, BELLO 2ND

Raider Net Boys Look
To Do Damage in UCT

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

All but one varsity starter on the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys tennis team have returned for a
season, which may result in the Raid-
ers reaching deeper into the Union
County Tournament (UCT) mix and
qualifying for the state sectional tour-
nament.

“We had a pretty young team. We
finished fifth in the county. We had
two seniors, who have left us, but this
year we are a more experienced team.
I think we can actually do a little bit
of damage in the Union County Tour-
nament and, hopefully, make the
states,” Raider Head Coach Gary
Wasserman said.

Even better news is that all three
singles players return from last year’s
13-9 team, and one set of doubles
players. Senior co-captains Dan Nizri
and Steve Bello will remain at first
and second single, respectively. Nizri
placed eighth at first singles in the
UCT and finished 11-10 last year,
while Bello placed seventh at second
singles.

“My first and second singles are
solid. They may not be Westfield cali-
ber, but they are fighters, which is the
most important thing. Dan is a strong
player and a very good baseliner,”
coach Wasserman said. “Bello is one
of those kids, who hates to lose. He’s
got more heart. Last year, he was
playing in matches where he was
down and came back. His desire to
win is great.”

Junior Ezra Klemow, who placed

sixth in the UCT at third singles last
year, may get the nod at third singles,
but junior Eric Leyden, who played
second doubles with Evan Shissel,
now a junior, last year, is still in con-
tention for the spot (as of March 26).

“Ezra basically had a .500 season
last year. Through the tryouts, they
each won a match, so I still have to
have that little match at some point,”
coach Wasserman said.

Depending on the outcome, Ley-
den and Shissel will play first doubles.
The second doubles spot is still up for
grabs with seniors Charles Cummings
and Steve Allen, junior Kyle Douglas
and freshman Mike Rosenheck in the
hunt.

“Evan and Eric played second
doubles last year, so they have a little
chemistry together,” said coach
Wasserman. “This year what we need
is depth in doubles, because that’s
what kept us from winning some
matches last year. It’s there, but it’s
finding the right team. It’s putting a
bunch of kids together to see what
kind of chemistry there is.”

Last year, the Raiders started with
a very rugged schedule and they will
have much of the same with an open-
ing day match-up with New Provi-
dence on April 5, followed by Eliza-
beth, Ridge and Westfield.

“We had a very tough season last
year. Our first two weeks, we played
four of the top-five teams in the
state. This year we have a tough first
week, but it’s going to be a good
indication of where we stand,” coach
Wasserman said.

selves? Now They ‘R’ Us, or We ‘R’
Them.

PAROCHIALS/PRIVATES: Too
many people don’t appreciate or know
how truly lucky New Jerseyans are to
have so many outstanding parochial
and preparatory schools. Athletics
AND education, who could ask for
more? Oh, I meant education AND
athletics, sorry. Old-timers feeding
peanuts to pigeons in the park mumble
whimsically about “the good ol’ days”
when prep school was where kids
went after graduating high school and
when parochial schools were for kids
who actually came from a specific
parish. But that was a long time ago.
And speaking of parochial schools,
are you as ticked off as me about the
NJSIAA preventing St. Patrick from
playing in the state tournament? Just
because the coach had his team (of
national and international all-stars)
practicing a month before the official
first day? C’mon, NJSIAA, these kids
are from, well, just about everywhere
but Elizabeth. And they need that ex-
tra time to work on their fundamen-
tals, to get to know each other ... and
learn to speak the language.

HAPPY APRIL 1!
PLAY BALL

The 2010 baseball season kicks off
in a big way. Before next week’s
Devil’s Den appears on the newsstand
(or on your computer), the Brew Crew
will have – weather permitting –
played at Union (today), hosted Mor-
ris Knolls (Saturday), visited Ridge
(Monday) and taken on always-tough
Morristown (Wednesday).

The dates of the two games with
SP-F are April 16 and May 7, both
Fridays. There are also two interest-
ing Saturday morning home games,
April 10 against Staten Island’s Mon-
signor Farrell and May 15 vs. Sparta
of Sussex County. Hopefully, that last
one will have to be cancelled because
that is also the date of the Union
County Tournament final.

SPRING CLEANING
The top six reasons you should be

looking forward to the 2010 spring
season, which begins today:

A.J. Murray: The three best right-
handed hitters at WHS over the last 50
years are Bobby Flynn, Lamont Turner
and … A.J. Murray. The big guy hit
.492 last spring. Even his outs are
can’t-miss viewing.

Aiden Scanlon: Replacing Chris
Jenkins as the ace of the WHS staff is
no easy task, but the righty was 3-2
last spring and had a solid summer of
American Legion ball. He’s also com-
ing off an outstanding football season
as a tight end and inside linebacker.

Boys tennis: WHS’s hopes of a
fourth straight state Group 4 title took
a bit of a hit when returning no. 1
singles Adam Reich recently had hip
surgery, which could sideline him for
two months (if not the whole season).
And Alan Chu has been sidelined, too.
But this is still the team to beat, with
a singles lineup of Justin Snyder (up
from no. 3 last year), Scott Bernstein
(who might have been playing at the
highest level on the team as last sea-
son wrapped up at Mercer County
Park) and Tom Kowalski (14-1 filling
in last spring). Graeme Stahl will pair
with freshman Scott Thompson as a
potent first dubs.

Boys lacrosse: The big guns – at-
tacks John Bohlinger, Colin Fitzhenry,
James LiSooey and Kevin Mulvey,
middies Connor Hewett, Nick
Matthews, Jeff Pearson, Kyle
Ripperger, Andrew Sauerwein and
Sean Scrudato, along with all-around
hustlers Jack Allen and Zach Helfand
– all return; Andrew Arnold, Mitch
Dornfield, Zander Maslow, Connor
Melofchik, Evan Rosenburgh, Pat
Sabatino and Tom Snyder are defen-
sive veterans, and goalie Jeff LaForge
is back after missing last season due
to injury. This should be an enjoyable
season. (And guys, could we please
win back the Bristol Cup? Two straight

losses to Pingry is three too many!)
Golf: John Turnbull has an almost-

unbelievable 206-14-3 record in 11
seasons (an average record of 19-1),
especially given the brutal schedule
his teams take on every year. The
veteran coach has five back from last
year: Mike Fietkiewicz, Kevin Russell,
Dave Athenson, Brandon Molson and
Ned Allen. Add freshman Brad
Lankler and junior Sean Elliott to the
mix and Turnbull has another poten-
tial championship club. Elliott shot a
school-record 31 at Echo Lake as a
freshman before transferring to a golf
academy in South Carolina last year.
He is currently recovering from shoul-
der surgery.

Softball: The heavy graduation
losses included three pitchers who
won all 37 games the past two years.
But with Katie Esler (.418 last year)
in left field, Tara Criscuolo (.352) in
center field, Sara Connery at second
base, and Nikki Aronson (.426) at
third, this should be a fun team to
follow.
ARD IN CONCERT WITH WSO

Former Westfield resident and ex-
New York Giants lineman Bill Ard
will be the guest narrator on Sunday,
April 11, 4 p.m., when the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra presents “Stars
of Tomorrow” at the Presbyterian
Church.

“Stars of Tomorrow” is a fantasy-
filled youth concert for the entire fam-
ily. The concert features Benjamin
Britten’s Young Person’s Guide to the
Orchestra. Ard will narrate the clas-
sic, providing a guided tour of the
orchestra sections and description of
the tone colors and sounds of each
instrument – from a mellow clarinet
to a booming tuba.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact me with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Will Return
On April 8

to everywhere on the field. With that,
we could come away with maybe a
county title and hopefully a sectional
title,” said Scrudato, who will com-
pete in distance events, including the
distance medley relay (DMR). “Ev-
eryone from 4x1 to 4xmile, we can
place in every meet we go to.”

“On Thursday [April 1], we are
trying to put together a distance med-
ley relay team to give us a chance to
run a Penn [Relays] qualifying DMR.

Kelley, junior Jonathan Henry, se-
nior Jhakyse Williams, senior Tyler
Cusick and Scrudato are the leading
candidates for the DMR. Addition-
ally, sophomores Jack Leahy and John

Kirna, juniors Zach Lizmi, Sam Tooley
and Andrew Kirna, among others will
be strong in the distance events.

“They had great cross-country sea-
sons and Tyler Cusick had a good
indoor season. He was runner-up in
the county and sectional in the 800,”
coach Martin said. “We had the school
record relay team in the winter, but
we have a pretty solid sprint group.
We won the indoor championship in
the county relay team, and we were
runner-ups in the sectionals.”

Seniors Jhakyse Williams, Kevin
Ramos and Andrew Gates, along with
junior Jonathan Henry and, possibly,
senior Pat Gray, the leading javelin
thrower, will spearhead the sprints,
which include the 100, 200 and 400.

Henry, who may compete in the
800, will also compete in the jumping
events, along with senior captain Brian
Henry, Polak, Shields, Williams, se-
nior Wesley Belle and junior Garrett
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Pryor.
“Jonathan Henry is just learning

how good he can be,” coach Martin
said. “In the 800, Jon ran 2:00 flat
indoor in his first attempt. He could
be a 400-800 kid.”

Seniors Dave Fishman, Justin But-
ler and Ben Fine will lead the pole-
vaulting crew, while juniors TJ
Noonan and Dan Tivenan will join
Gray in the javelin. Senior Willie
Johnson will add some muscle to the
shot put, as will junior Will Cronin.
Mike Costa will heave the discus.

The Blue Devils will compete in
the Kearny Relays on April 3, then on
April 17, they will host the presti-
gious Blue Devil Invitational at Kehler
Stadium beginning at 10 a.m.

“We have some good things going
on in April, so we will find out what’s
going to happen in May when the
championships come around,” coach
Martin said.

•NJ State-Approved Online
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•Reduce Auto Premiums

Losetwopoints.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MORE COMPETITIVE SEASON…Team captains Steve Bello, left, and Dan
Nizri return at second singles and first singles, respectively. The Raiders are
expected to be more competitive this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MORE DEPTH ACROSS THE BOARD…The Blue Devil boys track team has more depth this season. Pictured, left to right,
are four of the five Blue Devil captains: Nick Polak, Brian Henry, Mike Kelley and Ryan Scrudato. Missing from photo is
Connor Shields.

New Homes throughout

Westfield

Cranford

Scotch Plains
From $699,000 - $1,099,000

For more information, contact

908-294-2128
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BALL, NEHRING, PATE, MUSTARD, IRVING TO LEAD

Blue Devils Will Add Depth
To ‘Diamonds’ in Girls Track

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School girls track
and field Head Coach Jen Buccino
found some “Diamonds in the Rough”
last year, but this year with 104 girls,
more depth has been added to the
luster.

Most of those diamonds came in
the sprinting events – 100, 200 and
400 meters – and more came in the
jumps – high jump, long jump, triple
jump and pole vault.

Junior Alex Hawkins, an effective
200-meter sprinter, is expected to be
very strong in the high jump, along
with junior Jen Porch, who may also
compete in the 800 and triple jump.
Senior captain Kelly Irving could be
considered one of the Blue Devils’
“Ironpersons” since she could com-
pete in the 200, 400, 4x400 and all the
jumps. More jumping event “Iron”
will come in the form of senior Clair
Stevens-Haas, junior Sirena VanEpp
and sophomore Sophia DeVito.

“We definitely have a lot more depth
in our jumps this year. We have eight
girls working on high jump and we
have about the same in the long and
the triple jumps. It looks good with
Alex still being solid in the high jump.
Jen Porch had a good season indoor
with it,” coach Buccino said.

Last year, the genuine glitter of dia-

mond emerged when junior sprinter
Ashley Edwards, VanEpp, Irving and
DeVito broke the Union County meet
record in the 4x400 with a time of
4:01.8. That foursome also placed fifth
in the 4x400 at the North Jersey, Group
4, Section 2 championships.

“We were county champs in that,
so I am hoping we can get under four
minutes this year,” commented coach
Buccino. “Ashley looks very strong
for the 400. Kelly and Sirena are
looking good.”

Junior newcomers to track, Katie
Ponce and Hannah Kronick, both
standout soccer players, will add
strength to the sprints and jumps, as
will freshman Lily Burtness.

“We look pretty strong in the sprints
as well, as we were last year, but we
added more depth with Katie Ponce
and Hannah Kronick. They are both
soccer and they are both tough,” coach
Buccino said.

Clair Stevens-Haas, VanEpp, jun-
iors Daniella Ciampa and Tierny
Cummings, and sophomores Eileen
Cook and Amanda Marcatullio are
expected to compete in the hurdles.
Last year at the sectionals, Stevens-
Haas placed fourth in the pole vault.
Kronick may also be a candidate for
the pole vault.

“We are doing a little work on our
pole vault,” said coach Buccino. “We

are trying to get some more people in,
so that Clair has a partner.”

The field events are looking better
with seniors Kyla Grodzka and Jill
Pate (captain) competing in the shot
put and seniors Grace Mustard (cap-
tain) and Liz Penczak tossing the
discus and the javelin.

“Kyla consistently hit over 30 feet.
She still has some room she can go in
order to be competitive,” coach
Buccino said. “We are searching for
depth in the field.”

Captains Lisa Nehring and Caraugh
Ball, juniors Alyssa Hatch and Astrid
Adriaens, and freshman Leigh
Heinbokel are expected the distance
crews.

“The distances! That’s probably one
of our weaknesses depth wise, espe-
cially with the strengths in the county.
There are quite a few girls, who go
5:25 or faster [in the county] from last
year, so we have work to do there, and
the same thing in the 800. There’s
quite a few under 2:25,” coach
Buccino said.

The Lady Blue Devils will begin
their regular season at Plainfield on
Wednesday, April 7.

“I would like to improve our over-
all standing as a team at the county
relay and conference meet. I would
like to see an undefeated season,”
coach Buccino said.
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Town of Westfield
Department of Public Works

~  I M P O R T A N T  N O T I C E ~

Conservation Center 
1300 Lamberts Mill Road

Westfield, New Jersey

Please take note of the following changes in the decal fee and the Conservation Center 
hours of operation:

DECALS REQUIRED:

Effective April 8, 2010, the decal fee is $70.00. The fee must be paid in person at the Westfield 
Conservation Center by check or money order only. Checks must be made payable to the “Town 
of Westfield”.

HOURS OF OPERATION:

April 8 to October 3, 2010 Thursdays and Fridays 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Saturdays and Sundays 11:00 am to 3:00 pm

October 7 to December 17 Mondays through Fridays 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
(Leaf Collection Season) Saturdays and Sundays 1:00 am to 3:00 pm

NOTE: The Conservation Center will be closed on the following dates in 2010: 

Sunday, July 4
Monday, October 11
Thursday, November 25
Friday, November 26

ILLEGAL DUMPING IS PROHIBITED.
Dumping any type of material outside fenced areas or over the fence incurs unnecessary costs to 
the taxpayer and is strictly prohibited.  Anyone observing illegal dumping when the center is 
closed should immediately report it to the Westfield Police Department (789-4000). Violators will 
be prosecuted to the fullest extent permitted by law.
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HOFFMAN, POWELL, D’AMICO SELECTED CAPTAINS

Lady Blue Devil Laxers Look
To Compete at Higher Level

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tri-captains Val Hoffman, Anna
Powell both midfielders and defender
Monica D’Amico, under second-year
head coach Brendan Hickey, have
assumed the responsibility of leading
the Westfield High School girls la-
crosse team to an even more success-
ful season than last year.

The Blue Devils’ goal last year was
to make a statement and their voices
were heard come sectional tourna-
ment time. The girls, who finished
with an 8-8 record, defeated Old
Bridge, 11-8, in the first round of the
states, before losing to top-seeded
Bridgewater-Raritan in the second
round.

Last year Hoffman and then senior

Liz McCarthy, who was the leading
scorer, harassed the opponents’ goal
areas. Hoffman, who had 32 ground
balls, finished second in goals with
24, assists with 17 and points with 41.
Coach Hickey will count on her to
take the offensive this season, but
there are several additional Blue Dev-
ils, who can also ripple the net.

Junior Katherine Frega is expected
to power her way through defenders
and contribute plenty of offensive
punch. Last year she scored 22 goals
and added 11 assists for 33 points.
She also added 26 ground balls.

Freshmen Courtney Weiss and
Elizabeth Cusick, who according to
coach Hickey, “are going to contrib-
ute on offense, but we have a lot of
veterans, who can score a lot too.”

Senior veteran Kate Brennan, who
totaled 10 ground balls, 18 goals and
six assists for 24 points, is also ex-
pected to have offensive clout, as will
Powell, who finished with 30 ground
balls, 13 goals and six assists for 19
points. Juniors Jenna Sharkey (7 goals,
7 assists) and Ally Rose (9 goals, 5
assists) each finished with 14 points
can add scoring punch.

“We are looking to be dynamic and
fast. We are focusing on fundamen-
tals. They are stronger than they have
been in the two years that I have been
here. That is going to allow us to do
more and compete at a higher level,”
coach Hickey said.

The Blue Devils have enhanced their
stubbornness on defense with juniors
Taylor Anderson and Emma Partridge,
who had 32 and 21 ground balls, re-
spectively, last year and a batch of
sophomores, especially Caroline
Bertoni, who also had two assists, last
year. Sophomore Emily Gretsky will
be in the midfield, as will twins Jordan
and Madison Yarussi.

“All these players have a higher
level of throwing and catching skills
than I have been used to starting the
season with, so we can start doing
more complicated offenses and de-
fenses right away,” coach Hickey
pointed out.

Sophomore goalie Sarah Chandler
has one year of varsity experience
under her belt and should be very
effective this season. Last year, she
faced 359 shots on goal and made 173
saves for a 48-percent average.

According to coach Hickey, one
sectional victory will not be enough.
“Our goal is to win the sectional title.
We made the states, beat Old Bridge
and moved on to play Bridgewater,
who was at a higher level than us. I
hope we can get to that that level this
year,” he said.

With highly ranked Oak Knoll, Kent
Place and Summit, competition in
Union County will be even more
fiercely contested than the sectional
tournament.

Coach Hickey commented, “Our
county is a way more difficult task
than winning a state sectional or group
title.”

The Blue Devils will host Gover-
nor Livingston today, April 1 (no kid-
ding!), at Kehler Stadium at 4:30 p.m.

Raider Softballers Will Show
Plenty of New Faces on Field

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

rattled. As the season goes on, she’s
going to get better,” coach Hulnik
said.

Senior Bianca Root and junior
Olivia Brokaw, who can also play
shortstop, may also see time on the
mound. Junior Courtney Zyla and
freshman Christine Monroy may al-
ternate duties behind the plate, but
both may also play third base, as will
junior Julia Root. Zyla and Monroy
are also capable of delivering some
offensive punch.

“I think both are doing real good
jobs in blocking stuff, hustling and
working hard back there. Both have
good arms. They are not afraid to
throw the ball to pick people off, but
they are also pretty smart about it. I
am looking, especially early in the
season to alternate them, so they don’t
get too beaten up back there,” coach
Hulnik pointed out. “They both play
other positions, which is another good
thing.”

Junior Aysia Peterson, who was out
most of the basketball season with a
knee injury, will play first base and is
expected to add some hitting clout to
the lineup this season. Freshman Kelly

Lapham may also play first base.
“She hits the ball well most of the

time. She has a nice presence on the
field, good leadership,” coach Hulnik
said of Peterson.

A host of candidates are vying for
the outfield positions; seniors Marina
Dugan, Nikki Appezato, Lyndey Dou-
glas, Cassie Zito and Jen Kickenwicz,
sophomore Liz Gallo and freshman
Amanda Schroeder.

“All the kids are doing so well right
now. It’s a good season, I think. Ob-
viously, there’s stuff to work on, but
all I ask is that they get better each
game,” coach Hulnik said.

After a scrimmage game with
Watchung Hills on March 26, coach
Hulnik commented, “They had a nice
game today. There are little things we
seem to find each game that we need to
work on. We set three goals for this
week. We wanted to cut down on our
strikeouts, attack the ball more in the
field and work on our cutoffs. We will
add a couple of other things next week.”

The Raiders will compete in the
Cougar Classic at Adams Field in
Cranford this Saturday, April 3, be-
ginning at 11 a.m.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADDING DEPTH TO DIAMONDS…The Blue Devil girls track and field team have added depth in many events this season.
Pictured, left to right, are team captains: Caraugh Ball, Lisa Nehring, Jill Pate, Grace Mustard and Kelly Irving.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMPETING AT A HIGHER LEVEL…Pictured, left to right, are: team
captains Monica D’Amico, Anna Powell and Val Hoffman, who expect the Blue
Devils to compete at a higher level this season.
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LEAGUE HOOPS CHAMPS…On March 21, the Westfield Black defeated
Flemington to become the fifth grade boys National Lower Division Champions in
the Garden State Basketball League. Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling, Thomas
Fucillo, Damien DeCandia, Chris Link, Mark Daaleman, Will Swartz, Danny
Lamastra; top row, Assistant Coach Dan Swartz, Kyle Dombroski, Cullen Birkel,
Matt Omberg, Brett Spass, Tommy Riley, Danny Audino, Coach Tom Riley.

Westfield Crew Competes
In Philadelphia Regatta

The Westfield Crew competed in
its first regatta for the season on the
Schuylkill River in Philadelphia on
March 28. The regatta was the third in
the five-race Manny Flick series held
for High School students.

Sixty-eight clubs and high schools
from N.J., Pa., Del., Md., D.C., N.Y.
and Conn. competed in the regatta.
Westfield rowers compete in sculling
events (one oar in each hand as op-
posed to sweep rowing where each
rower handles only one oar) in four-
person boats called quads. The races
are 1,500 meters and take approxi-
mately 6 to 8 minutes to complete.

Girls Novice quad of Delia
Annistakis, Jenny Amador, Alex
Davidson and Charlotte Dreizen fin-
ished fifth in their race won by Haddon
Township High School. Sara
Hoerrner, Meredith Latimer, Lena
Morello and Jenna Larusso finished
sixth in their race won by Upper
Dublin (Pa.) High School.

The Boys Novice quad of Dan
Brotman, Malcolm Spurlock, Matt
Huff and Ian Yeager finished second,
two seconds behind Haverford (Pa.)
High School.

Girls Varsity quad of Liz Driscoll,
Anne Knisley, Megan Hoerrner and
Amanda Adsit finished fourth in their
race won by Montclair High School.

The Boys JV squad of Henry
Hershey, Dylan Olson, David
Vercheck and Lars Keating finished
fifth in their race won by Montclair
High School. It was the first race for
Amador, Davidson, Latimer, Morello,
S. Hoerrner, Brotman, Spurlock and
Huff.

Westfield rowers will compete in
the remaining two races in the Manny
Flick series as well as other regattas
in Kearny, Camden, and Oyster Bay,
N.Y.

Westfield Crew, organized in 2003,
is a self-funded not for profit 501c3
Student Rowing Club, which offers
competitive rowing opportunities for
high-school-age young women and
men. Westfield rowers practice at the
Rutgers University boathouse on the
Raritan River. For more information,
see westfieldcrew.com.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 4/6/10, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Re-Advt. - Maintenance Machine Sweeping Contract, North – 2010, 78/ 80/ 280/ 287,
Various locations on  Interstate roadways, Counties of Bergen, Essex, Hudson,
Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union, and Warren; 100% State; DP No: 10434

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C
17:27. The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and
Executive Order No. 117  within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order
No: 117 is effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders
must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid.  The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 3/18/10, 3/25/10 and 4/1/10, The Leader Fee: $201.96

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 4/15/10, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Maintenance Drainage Cleaning & Video Contract, North - 2010, Various locations
in Counties of Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union, and
Warren -Including  and North of Route 57, North Region; 100% State; DP No: 09442

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C
17:27. The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and
Executive Order No. 117  within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order
No: 117 is effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders
must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid.  The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 3/25/10, 4/1/10 and 4/8/10, The Leader Fee: $198.90

FSPY RELAY RECORD SETTERS…Pictured, from left to right, Molly Gaynor,
Katy Comer, Jodie Thompson and Sarah Cronin (13-14 age-group) of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y” swim team, capped a terrific season with two first
place finishes at the recent NJ Junior Olympics, in the 400-freestyle and medley
relays, setting team records in both. They finished the year with team records in
all five relay events.

Blue Devil Baseballers Should
Have ‘Crafty’ Pitching Crew

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

AJ is not one of those guys, who goes
around boasting. AJ is an outstanding
player, but he leads by example. His
arm speaks for itself. He blocks ev-
erything. Our pitchers are not afraid
to throw an 0-2 curveball in the dirt,
because they have AJ back there,”
said coach Brewster. “If you don’t
have confidence in your catcher, you
are not going to do the job, and AJ is
a great backstop, and no base runner
can take any liberties with him. If a
guy has too big a lead, it’s over. He’s
going to pick him off. His work ethic
is second to none, and there’s no field
big enough to hold his bombs either.”

Suring up the middle infield will be
senior second baseman Max Fusaro
and shortstops Russo and junior Tim
Younger.

“Timmy made one error last year on
JVs during their county championship
season. Those two will easily handle
the middle of the infield. They are
going to be a really good double play
combination,” coach Brewster said.

In addition to Murray, the other
half of the “Joltin’ Juniors” is first
baseman Danny Kerr, who will also

do a lot of damage at the plate.
“He played first base last year and

was errorless for the entire season.
He saved a lot of bad throws and
made some great stretches,” said
coach Brewster. “Danny is a very
patient hitter. He led our team in
home runs as a leadoff hitter, so this
year, we moved him to the number
four spot. I think he’s going to be very
effective for us.”

Anderson and Rivera will also play
third base. Junior James Barry will
also play second base. Junior Steve
Forgash, Brett Johnson, Kevin Clancy,
Mike Brown and Greg Fortino will
rotate in the outfield. The very tenta-
tive batting order may begin with
Younger, followed by Fusaro, Murray,
Kerr, Anderson, Rivera, Mike
Buontempo and whoever is playing
in the outfield.

“We are going to be very, very
competitive. We are going to be able
to come at you with good pitchers day
in and day out. They are throwing
strikes, they are making the other
team put the ball in play, and we are
making plays,” coach Brewster said.

SECOND PLACE…The Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y” third/fourth grade boys
basketball team, coached by Tom Laucik, pictured top left, and Bruce Moran, top
right, finished second in the Travel League.

FSPY ‘B’, ‘C’ Gymnasts Win
Four Matches in Gymnastics

LEAGUE CHAMPIONS…The Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y” basketball team,
coached by Mike Lettieri and Russ Yarem, won the U12 “Y” Travel Basketball
League title.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y”
(FSPY) “B” gymnastic team topped
South Mountain, 103.85-98.5, and
the FSPY “C” Division totaled 104.85
to Somerset Valley’s 103.05, East
Orange’s 101.65 and South
Mountain’s 98.10.

B team 12Us: Cara Provenzano
(second all-around, first vault and
bars). Paige VanBuskirk (third all-
around, second vault, beam and floor).
Alyssa Gardner (third on vault and
floor).

Age 13+: Abigail Fontana (first
all-around, beam and floor; second
vault and bars). Joelle Pisauro took
second on beam and earned third on
bars. Heather Mullen took first on
bars. Meghan Yessman won the vault.
Rachel Butler took third on vault.

Danielle Scheu competed at Level 8
to earn a qualifying score.

C team Age 10: Abigail Kennedy
(first all-around and floor; second on
beam). Kristy Cerini (first on Beam,
third on floor, fourth on vault).

11-12: Sydne Powers (first all-
around, vault, bars and floor, and
second on beam). Morghan Johnson
(second on bars, fourth on vault).

13+: Rebecca Leonard (first all-
around and Bars, second on floor, third
on vault, fourth on beam). Marissa
LaMastra (first on beam and vault,
fourth on floor). Danielle Rosenblatt
(first on floor, third on beam, fourth on
vault). Sara Rocha (second on vault
and beam, third on floor). Emily Isola,
Naomi Porter and Sarah Ziegler also
contributed to the win.

Jersey Gators Perform Well
At NJ Junior Olympics

Members of the Jersey Gators swim
team concluded the season with stel-
lar performances at the New Jersey
Short Course Junior Olympics Cham-
pionships held at the Sonny Werblin
Recreation Center at Rutgers Univer-
sity on March 19 through March 21.

Age 10: Brigid Bevilaque and
Megan Carey qualified for 50-yard
butterfly and 50-yard breaststroke,
respectively. Isabella DeSimone re-
corded seven personal bests (PB) and
placed fifth in the 50-fly. Shayna
Hollander swam six PBs and finished
fourth in the 100-backstroke. David
Lindros swam eight PB best times
and broke a team record previously
set by his older brother in the 500-
freestyle.

11-12: Julie Byrne had eight PBs
and eight, top-11 finishes, including a
second in the 100-fly qualifying her to
compete on the NJ Zone team against
other local swim committees in the

Eastern Zone. Ashley Cave swam her
fastest time in the 200-back. Kayla
Piatkowski had four PBs. John Lindros
dropped time in his nine events and
had seven, top-16 placements. Ben
Lysaght swam the 100-breast, having
qualified at the Silver/Bronze Cham-
pionships the weekend before. Jack
Rose swam nine events and placed
11th in the 50-breast.

Austin Engelhardt and Kurt
MacDonald, both 14, swam PBs in
their freestyle events. In the 15+
group, Kelsey Rossi placed sixth, sev-
enth and 12th in the 100-breast, 50-
free and 100-free, respectively. Greg
MacDonald qualified in the 50-free
and breaststroke events. Henry Scott
(200-free, 100 fly) placed third, and
took fourth in 50-free and sixth in
100-free. Giovanni Urquilla quali-
fied for the 100-breast and 100-free,
and Andrew Voorhees qualified for
the 100-back.

WF 6th Grade Girls Capture
No. Brunswick Hoops Crown

BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS…The Westfield sixth grade girls captured North
Brunswick Basketball Championship. Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row,
Hallie Rosenburgh, Olivia Luzzi, Taylor Kirby, Maria Nemeth, Kayla Derman
and Abby Demers; back row, Coach Tom Luzzi, Meghan Hrinkevich, Lainie
Yamano, Ann-Sophie Koglin, Chloe Beauchamp, Gabrielle Cofone, Amalia
Montes and Coach David Rosenburgh.

JERSEY GATOR SWIMMERS…Members of the Jersey Gators swim team
recently performed well at the New Jersey Short Course Junior Olympic Cham-
pionships. Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row, John Lindros, David Lindros,
Brigid Bevilaque, Megan Carey, Isabella DeSimone and Ben Lysaght; middle
row, Austin Engelhardt, Julie Byrne, Ashley Cave, Jack Rose, Kayla Piatkowski
and Coach Maddie Mastillo; top row, Andrew Voorhees, Kurt MacDonald, Greg
MacDonald, Kelsey Rossi, Gio Urquilla and Henry Scott. Not pictured: Shayna
Hollander.

The Westfield girl’s sixth grade
basketball team completed its season
with a 26-23 victory over Franklin
Township (Team Miller) in the North
Brunswick League Championship.

Westfield defeated Edison, 34-32,
in the quarterfinal round. With eight
seconds remaining, Westfield in-
bounded to point guard Olivia Luzzi,
who passed to Anne-Sophia Koglin
set high in the post. Koglin quickly
passed to Hallie Rosenburgh, who
cut sharply to the basket and scored
the winning lay-up.

Westfield defeated Monroe, 26-21,
in the semifinals. Monroe added full-
court pressure on Westfield guards
Maria Nemeth and Abby Demers.
Westfield, however, got timely bas-
kets from Chloe Beauchamp and Tay-
lor Kirby. With four minutes remain-
ing and the game tied 21-21, Westfield
defensive stoppers Gabby Cofone,

Kayla Derman and Lainie Yamano
shut down the Monroe offensive at-
tack. Monroe mounted a defensive
attack that backfired as they fouled
Westfield on three consecutive pos-
sessions. Westfield made five of seven
shots from the line in the final minute
to ice the game.

In the championship game,
Westfield power forward Meghan
Hrinkevich was challenged trying to
match-up with Miller’s twin giants.
Trailing, 20-17, with under three min-
utes left, Amalia Montes positioned
herself perfectly to absorb an offen-
sive charging foul, which sparked the
entire Westfield team. Next, Luzzi
beat Miller’s press, drove to the bas-
ket, was fouled and managed to hit
the lay-up and the foul shot to tie the
score. Westfield then added a pair of
swipes, which resulted in two quick
baskets by Rosenburgh and Demers.

Courtesy of Michelle Daino
DISTINCT HONOR…Rudy Brandl of
Fanwood, who was inducted on March
26 into the Hillsborough High School
Athletic Hall of Fame, is pictured above
on the campus of The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School. Mr. Brandl gradu-
ated Wardlaw-Hartridge in 1983,
where he currently serves as the Direc-
tor of Alumni Relations/Annual Fund.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

MARCH 29, 2010

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on  April
14, 2010 in the Council Chambers at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to
hear and consider the following appeal for
variance relief from the requirements of
Westfield Land Use Ordinance.

The Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New
Jersey has made application to use the
existing office building located at 215 East
Grove Street in Westfield, New Jersey as
a diocesan headquarters and a residence
for its bishops on the second Floor. The
Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey
also seeks permission to use the base-
ment space for periodic meetings.

The Application requires variance relief
pertinent to the following requirements of
the Westfield Land Use Ordinance:

1. Minimum Number of Parking
Spaces. Section 17.02B(2) requires off-
street parking at the site at the rate of one
space for every two hundred square feet
of gross floor space, or 38 parking spaces.
There are currently 26 parking spaces on
the subject property. The Applicant is pro-
posing to continue with 26 parking spaces
on the subject property.

2. Maximum Coverage By Improve-
ments. Section 11.22E(10) permits 50%
maximum all improvement coverage on
the subject property. There presently ex-
ists 62.4% all improvement coverage; the
Applicant seeks permission for 66.3% all
improvement coverage on the subject pre-
mises.

3. Basement Usage. Section 12.04C
prohibits the use of a basement. The Ap-
plicant seeks permission to use the base-
ment area of the subject premises for
periodic meetings.

The Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New
Jersey also seeks approval of any and all
other relief not indicated above that may
be determined necessary during the course
of the public hearings. If the matter is not
concluded on that date, additional public
hearing dates may be ordered and sched-
uled. This notice is sent to you on behalf of
the applicant by order of the Board.

Any interested party may appear at the
hearing, either in person, or by their attor-
ney, and be given an opportunity to be
heard with respect to this application.

Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Lindabury, McCormick,
Estabrook & Cooper

53 Cardinal Drive, P.O. Box 2369
Westfield, New Jersey 07091

Tel. (908) 233-6800
Attorneys for Applicant

The Greek Orthodox Metropolis
of New Jersey

1 T - 4/1/10, THe Leader Fee: $61.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on  April
14, 2010 in the Council Chambers at the
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m. to
hear and consider the following appeal for
variance relief from the requirements of
Westfield Land Use Ordinance.

Premier Communities, LLC ( Assignee
of Millenium Properties) seeks site plan
review to obtain the necessary and final
approvals to permit it to proceed with con-
struction in accordance with its filed plans
and the Resolution of the Westfield Zoning
Board dated April 29, 2009 and concern-
ing the property commonly known as 1464
East Broad Street, Block 3902, Lot 1,
Westfield, New Jersey.

The Applicant also seeks approval of
any and all other relief not indicated above
that may be determined necessary during
the course of the public hearings. If the
matter is not concluded on that date, addi-
tional public hearing dates may be or-
dered and scheduled.  This notice is sent
to you on behalf of the applicant by order
of the Board.

Any interested party may appear at the
hearing, either in person, or by their attor-
ney, and be given an opportunity to be
heard with respect to this application.

Documentation of the above is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Lindabury, McCormick,
Estabrook & Cooper

53 Cardinal Drive, P.O. Box 2369
Westfield, New Jersey 07091

Tel. (908) 233-6800
Attorneys for Applicant,

Premier Communities, LLC.
1 T - 4/1/10, The Leader Fee: $41.31

X-Men Slam the Jammers
In FSPY 30+ Basketball

The X-Men slammed the Jersey
Jammers, 55-51, in Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Men’s 30+ Basketball League
action, while the Razorbacks slashed
the Clippers, 55-47, to improve to 2-
3.

The Clippers played valiantly in
the first half with offensive contribu-
tions from David Berger (22 points),
Gene Tavara (10 points) and solid
defensive performances from Peter
Donahue; however, Joe Negley (13
points), Jason Holley (15 points), Sid
Jackson and Jason Shann (25 points)
proved to be too much for the league’s
lovable losers.

The preseason favorite X-Men ex-
acted some revenge against the un-
defeated Jersey Jammers. The Jam-
mers held a slight, 27-26 lead at the
half with solid all-around team pro-

duction from Marlon Brown (10
points), Nias Battle (9 points), Eric
Halpin and Steven Fuller (16
points).

The second half continued to be a
close game that would not be decided
until the final minute. With a solid
contribution from Sid Jackson (12
points), it still was looking like the
Jammers were going to continue to
avoid the taste of a loss. But in the
end, the X-Men went to their leader
Jamal Berry (33 points) who sprung
into action.

The X-Men managed to take a slight
lead heading into the last two min-
utes, but they began forcing shots and
allowed the Jammers to get within
two points. The 4-1 X-Men held on,
however, to hand the 4-1 Jammers
their first loss of the season.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 1, 2009 Page E-1

goleader.com online exclusive

CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
SUN, AINGE. PEREIRA LOOK TO BE THE ‘IRONMEN’

Cougar Track Boys Feel They
Have Bases Covered This Year

HARDMAN, D’ANTICO SET TO LEAD YOUNG SQUAD

Lady Softball Cougars Have
Super Reputation to Uphold

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two Union County Tournament
(UCT) titles, two conference titles,
one sectional title and a 45-6 record
in the past two years will be quite a
reputation to uphold for the Cranford
High School softball team this year.

The Lady Cougars graduated seven
talented seniors from last year’s squad
that won the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 2 title, before losing to
Pequannock for the NJSIAA Group
2 title to finish with a 20-5 record,
and filling those large shoes will defi-
nitely be a challenge.

Part of the good news is, however,
that Cougar ace pitcher Kelly
Hardman, a senior co-captain, re-
turns. Last year, Hardman’s earned
run average (ERA) was below one
run per game. She averaged 10

strikeouts per game to total more than
200 in the 25 games that she was on
the mound. Additionally, Hardman
allowed only one home run last year.

“Kelly Hardman is the premier
pitcher in Union County, so that is
going to take a little bit of a load off
these young freshman, who are going
to be forced to play this year. Hope-
fully, we can get them ready in time
for our opener against G[overnor]
L[ivingston],” said Bob Bruno, in his
third year as Cougar Head Coach.
“Kelly’s ERA was .34, which made
her ERA one of the best in the state.
I wouldn’t say that she is a strikeout
pitcher. She is more of a control
pitcher. She averages less than one
walk a game, and our second baseman

has to be our best infielder. She
[Hardman] has a good curveball, so
there will be a lot of ground balls to
second base.”

More good news comes in the form
of senior co-captain Taylor D’Antico,
who has been a proven leader and
team captain in three sports. Last fall,
the Lady Cougar soccer team won the
Union County Tournament and fin-
ished with a 17-3-1 record, and just
this winter, the Lady Cougar basket-
ball team won their first sectional
title since 1973 and finished 21-8.
D’Antico will play third base.

“Taylor D’Antico is a premier in-
fielder in Union County. Last year, she
handled the ball 50 times and made

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mid and long distance events, along
with the pole vault, may be the
Cranford High School boys track &
field team’s obvious strengths, but
progress is being made across the
board in what may turn out to be a fine
season.

“We have a very strong distance
corps. The boys won the sectional
cross-country title this past fall. They
are a good tight-knit group, and we
built a foundation there,” Cougar Head
Coach Joe Schiano said. “We also got
a lot of younger guys looking to im-
prove in the sprints and jumps. A lot
of guys are looking to get better and
are working hard every day, so I think
we are going to be alright there.”

Senior Mike Cassidy and sopho-
more Eli Howard are expected to be
the Cougars’ frontrunners in the
3,200 meters, while freshman Tom
Feeney and sophomore Paul Cassaro
should be strong in the 1,600 meters.
With senior Jeff Sun, sophomore
George El-Khoury and junior Billy

Haussner leading the pack, the Cou-
gars should be quite influential in
the 800 meters, while senior Tyler
Ainge, sophomore Chris Witwick
and junior Dan Cleary will be strong
in the 400 meters.

Coach Schiano believes the Cou-
gars should also be pretty strong in
the 400 hurdles, led by senior Dalber
Pereira and junior Tom Folger, and
the pole vault with Sun, Ainge and
senior James Sowa. Pereira will also
compete in the 110-hurdles. Senior
muscleman Errol Petgrave and sopho-
more will toss the metal orb around in
the shot put.

“The shot put should be pretty
strong, and we are looking to build
the discus and javelin. Overall, we’ve
got a lot of our bases covered. We
need a little work in the short sprint,
but everything from 400 on up, I think
we are pretty solid.

Senior Connor Harkins and sopho-
more Glenn Heller will compete in
the discus, while sophomore Jeremy
Mazzola and senior Jess Sobocinski
will toss the javelin. Many of the

younger Cougars have been working
with the jumping events. Presently,
sophomore Rob Mullin and fresh-
man Reggie Green are expected to
compete in the long jump. Sopho-
more Carl Lieberman will head the
high jump. Senior John Garretson
and freshman Billy Lenox will test
their skills in the triple jump.

The sprint events (100, 200 meters)
will feature Sowa, and junior Tyrone
Avent and Kasim Lewis.

Every high school track team re-
lies on a group of athletes, who will
carry a large portion of the load and it
appears that Sun, Pereira and Ainge
could be considered the Cougars’
“Ironmen”.

“Jeff Sun is one of our senior lead-
ers in the middle distances and some
of the jumps. Dalber is a leader in
both hurdle races and some of the
sprint races too, and also Tyler in the
4x4 and pole vault.

The Cougars boys and girls will
open their season at the Summit Re-
lays at Tatlock Field in Summit this
Saturday, April 3.

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Cougar Pride
This page is reserved for Cranford High School sports only.

To make this weekly page a success, help

is needed from the coaches, a stat person

and/or a designated parent, who follows

any of the teams and wishes to contribute

a to the point, factual account of the event.

Any good photos of the event may also be

welcomed.

Please e-mail by Monday at noon to

David B. Corbin, (Asst. Publisher/Sports Editor)

dcorbin@goleader.com

Go Cougars!
New Homes throughout

Westfield

Cranford

Scotch Plains

From $699,000 - $1,099,000

For more information, contact

908-294-2128

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO DEFEND A SOLID REPUTATION…The Lady Cougar softball team is looking forward to another fine season.
Pictured, left to right, are: sophomore Melissa Moreno, senior Kelly Hardman, junior Nicole Ravetier and freshman Julie
Siragusa.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING BASES COVERED IN TRACK…The Cougar boys track & field team feel they will have their bases covered with
a well-rounded squad this season.
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Softball Cougars Have Reputation to Uphold
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

D’ANTICO WON TITLES IN SOCCER, HOOPS, SOFTBALL

Coastal Carolina Univ. Picks
Winner with Taylor D’Antico

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Taylor D’Antico seems to
have had a touch of “Gold” during her
athletic career at Cranford High
School because “winning” seems to
have followed her in every one of her
varsity sports, whether it be touching
a soccer ball with her foot, shooting a
basketball with her hands or catching
a softball with her glove.

Being a three-sport varsity athlete
is an achievement, but being a captain
in all three and winning a champion-
ship in all three is indeed a rare
achievement. In her past two years on
the varsity, D’Antico, a third baseman
and now a team captain, and her Cou-
gar softball team won two Union
County Tournament titles, two con-
ference titles, one sectional title and
compiled a 45-6 record.

If that was not enough, last fall
stopper/co-captain D’Antico drilled
the “winning” goal in a shootout
victory over top-seeded Westfield to
advance the Lady Cougars soccer
team to the Union County Tourna-
ment championship game where they
ousted the four-time defending
champions Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
1-0, for the title. Yes! D’Antico
scored the “winning” goal on a pen-
alty kick.

Yet another touch of gold came
during the winter. As a tri-captain on
the girls basketball team, D’Antico
made a key steal and followed with
an alert pass that led to a lay-up,
which helped to snap the axles on
the wagons of the Somerville Pio-
neers in a 46-34 victory that earned
the Cougars the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 title. The last time
the Lady Cougars basketball team
won a sectional title was 37 years
ago in 1973.

All those achievements had to bring
out some memorable moments for
Taylor. “My favorite memory had to
be during soccer season this year.
The Westfield game, winning on a
penalty kick, and also the Scotch
Plains game,” she said.

“I really enjoyed my daughter play-
ing the three sports. Now days, spe-
cialization! Some people just play
one sport, because they are looking
down the road for scholarships. But I
wanted my daughter to do whatever
she wanted to do. We always left it in
her hands to know which sports to
play. She wanted to play three sports
and I always supported her. I like the
all-around aspect of it,” her father
Frank said.

Where did this golden touch come
from?

“When she was about four or five-
years-old, she just liked playing all
kinds of sports,” said her mother
Karen. “Whether it was soccer, soft-
ball, basketball, there was always a
joy for sports. She liked the outdoors.
I knew she was definitely into sports.
She joined a lot of soccer programs
and feeder programs.”

Taylor also got a little boost from
her older brother Daniel, who went
through the baseball program at the
high school and then switched over to
golf. Daniel presently attends Penn
State University and will graduate
this May.

“He enjoyed sports, so they both
had a sports thing going on,” Karen
said.

So where did this golden touch
lead? Taylor has signed a Letter of
Intent to play soccer for the Coastal
Carolina University Chanticleers lo-
cated in Conway, S.C.

“I actually played on a club team
that went to multiple tournaments, so
I had a lot of coaches e-mailing me. If
I was interested in the school, I would
e-mail the coach. Also last year what
happened, I went to a soccer camp,
and this is where I met my coach
[Tammy DeCesare]. I really enjoyed
myself. From then on, I thought this
is where I wanted to go,” Taylor said.

one error. We are counting on her to
duplicate the season that she had last
year,” coach Bruno said. “The two
years that Taylor has been playing
third base, we are 45-6, and she has
been a big part of that, and this year,
we are looking for her to add some
production with her bat. She’s a win-
ner. She’s a kid, where you ask her to
do something, there’s no hesitation.
She jumps to it and gets it done.”

Returning sophomore catcher Me-
lissa Moreno will also add to the grin
and comfort factor.

“Melissa Moreno has gotten much
better from last year,” commented
coach Bruno.

Junior Nicole Ravetier will play
shortstop and, because of Hardman’s
pitching style, sophomore second
baseman Stephanie Bagniewski will

get plenty of action. Of the several
fine freshmen on the squad, Jess
McCoy, a starter on the basketball
team, and Jess Rediger are expected
to play first base, as will junior Olivia
Salinardo.

Sophomore Emily Snyder and jun-
ior Katie Bradford will occupy
leftfield, and junior Brianna Capece
will play right field. Juniors Kathleen
French, Lindsay Nalepa and Meg
Sawyer will also be in the mix for
positions.

Freshman Julie Siragusa has won
the centerfield spot and will also see
some time on the mound, while
Hardman shifts to centerfield.

“Right now, we are trying to put
pieces together. We have an excep-
tional freshman in Julie Siragusa. She
has stepped right into a centerfield
spot,” coach Bruno said. “The rest of
the kids have no varsity experience
whatsoever, but I know we will be

ready to go on April 1.”
As of March 24, the batting order is

still very much in question, but there
is a strong possibility that Hardman,
Emily Snyder, Moreno and D’Antico
will be in the top-four spots.

The Cougars will open against
Governor Livingston (GL) at Adams
Field in Cranford today, April 1, then
they will host the Cougar Classic this
Saturday, April 3.

“I think that GL is going to be our
main competition in the conference.
During our run to the state finals, we
played them in the first round, and
they actually gave us the best game of
the four that we played to get to the
finals. They hit the ball really well.
They played good defense. They are
the team to beat right now in our
conference and in our county,” coach
Bruno said.

Coach Bruno also mentioned that
Union, that split victories with the
Cougars last year, and Linden will
also be in the mix for a Union County
title this season.

Cougar Snacks Will Return in Spring Season

This Is Westfield 201038th Annual Edition
Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

CLASSIC
CONSTRUCTION

Expert
Craftsmanship

908 233 6161
WESTFIELD, NJ

Call Ian for a free estimate
www.classicconstructionservice.com

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

908-232-1937

  

Custom Remodeling 
& Home Repair 

QQuality Work   
 

 
 
 Reasonable Rates 

 
www.JoeGuarraci.com 

 

908-930-8059 
Licensed & Insured        NJ#13VH03794700

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

908-686-0930

HeHeating & Air Conditioning

Call about the New Jersey Clean
Energy Program 50% rebates on

HVAC replacements

Coronation Mechanical

Installation - Replacement - Service

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Goods & Services You NeedSingle Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $475

email PDF Ad file to:
sales@goleader.com

 Lic# 13VH03942000 • Free Designs & Consultation

Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

** Best Rates In Town **

908-209-0104 • brogankelly@comcast.net

Kitchens & Baths – New & Restored

Custom Built-ins, Trim, Flooring

Finished Basements & Repairs

5 Year Labor Guarantee On All Trades

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Asphalt Driveways
Concrete Walks & Patios

Specializing in:
Interlocking Paving Stones,

Walkways, Patios &
Retaining Walls

40 Years Experience
Free Estimates    Fully Insured

908-561-6452

DOUGHERTY PAVING

* Over 25 Years Experience *

908-756-8345  (Office)
Driveway Sealcoating

Landscaping Design

Mason Work

Steps • Patios • Brick • Pavers

Basement Waterproofing
10% off any job.  Offer expires 4/30/10

Angelo’s Masonry, LLC

NJ Lic# 13VH02812700                    Fully Insured

Probitas Verus Honos

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING FOR THE COAST…Cranford senior Taylor D’Antico has signed a Letter of Intent to play soccer at Coastal
Carolina University in Conway, S.C. this fall. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Frank D’Antico, Taylor D’Antico and
Karen D’Antico; back row, Cranford girls soccer Head Coach Jen Michewicz and Athletic Director Marc Taglieri.
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April 2010 EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 
Hours: M-Th  9:30 am - 9 pm  Fri  and Sat 9:30 am - 5 pm  Sun  1 - 5 pm 

Closed April 2 for Good Friday and April 4 for Easter 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Westfield cardholders only))

4/5  7:00 pm New Computer Class: Facebook (intermediate) 

4/6  7:00 pm Nostalgia Big Band-At Town Hall 425 E Broad St.

4/7 10:00 am Computer Class: Genealogy on the Internet (in’t.)

4/8  7:00 pm A Better Way to Guide Your Child through the 
College Admissions Process by Marilee Jones 

4/9  1:30 pm TGIF! The Romantic Poets-Byron, Shelley, Keats 

4/10 10:00 am Computer Class: Intro to the Internet (beginner) 

4/12  7:00 pm Banjo Rascals Musical Group 

4/21  7:00 pm Fiction Book Club: “Pope Joan” 

4/28  2 and 6 pm Foreign Film: “The Valet” French, Rated PG 13 

4/29  7:00 pm The Long, Continuing War between NJ and NYC 

4/30  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie Week: “Bringing Up Baby” 

4/1  6:00 pm Lego Club-Sign up at 908.789.4090 x 3 (gr 1 - 5) 

4/5, 12, 19, 26 10:00 am Tots’ Storytime (ages 2½ to 3½ yrs) 

4/6, 13, 27  1:30 pm Preschool Storytime (ages 3½ to 5 yrs) 

4/7, 14, 21, 28 10:00 am Preschool Storytime (ages 3½ to 5 yrs) 

4/8, 15, 22, 19 10:00 am Toddler Time (babies & toddlers up to age 3) 

4/9, 16, 23, 30  3:45 pm Aesop’s Fable (elementary school) 

4/13  7:00 pm Earth Day Family Storytime  (all ages) 

4/24 10:30 am Grupo ñ Spanish-Language Storytime            
(0 – 6 yrs)  Open to the public. Spanish only. 

CLASSIFIEDS

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator

Save WF School Programs Through
Staff Cuts, WEA Foregoing Increases
Last Tuesday night, with about 150

fellow Westfield citizens, I attended the
Westfield Board of Education (BOE)
meeting held at the high school. I learned/
observed the following:

The BOE made a mistake by approv-
ing a new three-year teacher contract
with the teacher’s union, New Jersey
[Westfield] Education Association sev-
eral weeks ago. Why did it approve the
contract with no outs before knowing
what the state funding situation was go-
ing to be? This was an error in judgment
in my opinion, pure and simple. Further-
more, we are living in a different environ-
ment different than in the past they react
to this. The old rules had changed even
before the state’s devastating news be-
cause the private sector economy is suf-
fering big time. Getting the health insur-
ance coverage to change to include co-
pays rather than a full-blown health in-
demnity plan was a good thing, but was
long overdue. The 3.9-percent annual
salary increase for three years at a time
when many of private sector slugs are
either out of work or happy to be just
receiving the same salary and probably
no bonus is outrageous.

Much blame was directed at Education
Commissioner Bret Schundler for mis-
leading the BOE into thinking the worst-
case reduction would be 15 percent and at
Governor Christie for the magnitude of the
cuts. However, the real culprit is our New
Jersey Supreme Court and the school Fund-
ing Formula agreement that former Gov-
ernor Corzine’s administration reached
with the court only last year that calls for
disproportionate funding to so-called
Abbott School districts, of which Westfield
is not one. In order to issue a budget that
would pass the state Supreme Court mus-
ter, the state funding of all school districts

were cut by an amount equal to 5 percent
of each district’s overall school budget
rather than cutting proportionately to the
amount of aid received. In Westfield’s
case, we receive a little more than 5 percent
of our budget from the state, so it meant
almost all of it. In the case of Elizabeth, for
example, the cut amounts to approximately
$19.5 million, but since 70 percent of its
budget comes from the state, it still leaves
them with approximately over $253 mil-
lion of state tax dollars. Westfield’s entire
school budget is under $89 million. Be less
angry with the governor, but very angry at
our Supreme Court for its history of legis-
lating from the bench.

The budget presented appeared to be
thoughtful and fair with an even amount
of pain allocated to school programs and
the district’s school staff. However, The
Westfield Leader, March 25 edition, re-
ported that 10 of the 12 planned teacher
cuts are coming from retirements. Sud-
denly, the pain did not seem as shared as
I originally thought. That means the pain
suffered in our school programs and to
our students does not compare to the
teacher union pain.

The increase in annual teacher com-
pensation from the new contract is ap-
proximately $1.9 million per year, which
is very close to the annual $2.2 million of
personnel cuts required in the budget. I
would like to see the staffing cuts called
for in the budget and for the teacher’s
union to forego their salary increases (hey,
everyone else has) in order to save many
of the school programs that are being cut.
If they are not willing to agree to this,
perhaps some real layoffs to the teaching
staff should be discussed in lieu of some
of our great programs being cut.

Richard Sauerwein
Westfield

Watchdogs Will Videotape
2010 Freeholder Meetings

Union County wants 48 hours notice if
you plan on video taping their meetings.
No matter if your camera is smaller than
a pen.

Bruce Paterson and I went to the trouble
of video taping the 2010 budget hearings
so we could provide them to the public
A.S.A.P. via the Internet. The county
records these meetings, but they do not
broadcast them. They don’t upload any of
their meetings to the Internet. Recordings
of the hearings would have to be obtained
through the OPRA (Open Public Records
Request Act), which gives government
up to seven business days to respond to a
request.

The county’s extensive Office of Pub-
lic Information was in attendance at these
hearings, their participation consisted of
sitting in the audience; $400,751 in sala-
ries doesn’t buy the New Jersey taxpayer
much services these days.

You would think I’d get a thank you
letter from the PI (Public Information)
Department for bringing this information
to the public while they kicked back and
relaxed.

Instead I received an e-mail from the
clerk reminding me of the board’s policy
relative to providing advanced notice for
recording public meetings of the Free-
holder Board. (The following was taken
from the freeholder clerk’s e-mail re-
sponse.) A request to record the meeting
should be provided to me at least 48 hours
prior to the meeting. I have not received
any requests from you recently to record
any public meetings or the budget hear-

ings. As a courtesy, you will be permitted
to record tonight’s budget hearings and
regular meeting if you desire. Kindly
provide adequate notice for future meet-
ings.

I responded: In Tarus vs. Pine Hill
Borough Council the New Jersey Su-
preme Court ruled unanimously in favor
of Tarus a citizen from Camden County
who was arrested after he tried to video-
tape two Pine Hill Borough Council meet-
ings in 2000. “Video cameras today are
like the quill pens used hundreds of years
ago to chronicle the actions of govern-
ment, and New Jersey residents have a
common-law right to use them to record
public meetings” wrote the court.

The court went on to say that govern-
mental agencies can impose “reasonable
guidelines” to make sure the recording
does not disrupt their official business. I
don’t believe they’d agree that having to
notify Union County 48 hours in advance
that I will be sitting in the audience using
my modern day quill pen is reasonable.
My video camera is 4-and-a-half inches
in length; a pen is 5-and-a-half inches.
What silly attorney would want to stand
before the Supreme Court and argue that
one?

A representative of the Union County
Watchdog Association will be video-re-
cording freeholder meetings for the re-
mainder of 2010.

Tina Renna, President
Union County Watchdog Association,

Inc.
Cranford

MOVING SALE

Saturday, April 3, 9AM-2PM
747 Dorian Road, Westfield

Everything must go...
Furniture, toys, children’s gear,

clothes, electronics, kitchen-
ware, books, & much more.

WESTFIELD HOUSE SHARE

Single family home 3 blocks
from train station. Share house +
garage. Cable, A/C, and W/D.

$950 per month + util.
(908) 205-2307

WESTFIELD

1Bdr, 1.5Ba, $1,100 1-1/2 month
sec+ults. Newly renovated 2nd fl
of 2-fam house. No pets. Walk to
train and town, off st pk, yard,
eat-in kit, A/C, carpeting.

(908) 377-3538

PART TIME DRIVER NEEDED

$10/hr. Need afterschool driver/
caregiver 2-3 days a week in Wfd
3-6:30pm. Must have own car.

Contact by email at
resumes123464@aol.com

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Large active Union County Reform
Synagogue seeks FT
Administrative Assistant to start
immediately. Need extremely
detail-oriented self-starter with big
picture vision, superb people,
organizational, telephone and
computer skills, all Microsoft Office
programs. Must be flexible, multi-
tasking, highly organized team
player with office experience.
Knowledge of Jewish holidays and
customs a must. Send resume
and salary history to:

 cshane@tewnj.org
or mail to:

Temple Emanu-El
c/o Carolyn Shane
756 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090

or fax:
(908) 233-3959

Attention: Carolyn Shane
No Phone Calls!

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing. Very hard working & detail
oriented. Take pleasure in what I
like to do. 5 years exp, good prices.

(862) 307-3481

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

PROFESSIONAL OFFICES

Westfield
400 sq. ft., $750

500 sq. ft., 3 days $600
Contact Dr. Parsons

(908) 233-2626

APARTMENT FOR RENT

WEEHAWKEN- 3 Bedroom in
2 Family, off-st parking, laundry,
minutes to NYC, No pets. $1750
(201) 864-7024 leave message

or email
WeehawkenApt@goleader.com

CHILDREN’S CLOTHING

Gently used top-brand children’s
clothing at Milk Money
consignment shop. We’re a small
shop with BIG bargains!

Phone (908) 272-5437
Hours: M,W,F 9-5, Sat 10-2

6 Eastman St., Cranford

SUMMER RNTL - SEASIDE PK

3BR, 2 bath, EIK, LR, CA,
outdoor shower. 1 blk to beach,

beach badges & more!
Contact: (908) 654-0919

VACATION RENTAL - MD

Island Living on Eastern Shore of
MD. Waterview, Cape Home.
Wknd, Wkly, Start at $100. per
night. Sleeps 6-8. Kayak, Crab,
Fish, Bike. Call (443) 521-3657.

NEW HOME FOR SALE

Scotch Plains - Newly Constructed
Home $689,000 For Sale by
Owner. 2,800 sq ft CHC, 4BR, 2.5
Ba. short walk to town/NYC trans
and church. Home offers a grand
floor plan with 9 ft ceilings, open
foyer, HW flrs, FP LR FR DR.
Stainless Ktchn appl, granite tops,
wine fridge. LGE Master Suite with
walk-in closets and luxurious
Master bath. Add’l features incl
walk-up attic, 1st & 2nd laundry, 2
car garage and much more.

2016 Westfield Ave
Scotch Plains
(908) 377-8829

OFFICE HELP / CUSTOMER SER

Springfield sales office looking
for help answering phones and
entering orders. Experience with
QuickBooks helpful.

Email resume to
joeschreiber@optonline.net

or mail to
PO Box 145

Springfield, NJ 07081-0145

NJ Budget Proposes to
Increase PAAD Co-Pay

There is no good news in the New
Jersey state budget for those on low- or
fixed-incomes. The current budget pro-
posal includes increasing the brand name
drug co-pays from $7 to $15 for the state’s
PAAD (Pharmaceutical Assistance to the
Aged and Disabled program) beneficia-
ries. Let’s remember, individuals partici-
pate in PAAD because they meet certain
income limit guidelines. These are not the
people to turn to when looking for ways to
balance a strained budget. In addition,
PAAD beneficiaries are facing a large
deductible of $310. Until now, there has
been no deductible. That’s an increase
that most people will not be able to ab-
sorb.

 AARP is concerned that this will pre-
vent PAAD beneficiaries from purchas-
ing the drugs they need when they need
them. It should be noted that low-income
seniors will be confronted with these new
costs in January 2011 at the same time
they are required to pay their Medicare
Part B premiums. This could impact more
than 100,000 of our most vulnerable se-
niors in PAAD. It can be expected that
many caught in this triple-whammy will
simply be unable to able to afford the
increased costs. They could very well cut
back on their prescriptions and endanger
their lives.

Patricia Kelmar
Associate State Director

AARP New Jersey

Senate Bill S450 Will Increase
Admin. Costs and Property Taxes

The Impact of Congressman Lance’s
‘Yes’ Vote on Cap-and-Trade

Countywide school districts will in-
crease administrative costs and property
taxes statewide

Passage of NJ Senate bill, S450, would
eliminate all local school administrators
over the level of principal and consolidate
all school districts within each county
under the control of the executive county
superintendent. S450 would have New
Jersey adopt Maryland’s consolidated
county school system model. The state of
Maryland eliminated all local school of-
ficials beyond the level of principal. It
consolidated all of its local schools serv-
ing less than one million students state-
wide within one of its 24 countywide
school districts under an executive county
superintendent.

When Maryland abolished all school
administrators above the level of princi-
pal, it said it was to save money, cut
administrative expenses and cut property
taxes. But Maryland’s total statewide
administrative costs increased rather than
decreased as promised under the consoli-
dated countywide school district because
the executive county superintendent is
not accountable to the voters, which en-
ables him/her to increase staff without
taxpayer input. The ever-increasing cost
of the county’s bureaucracy continued to
more than offset any savings.

In Maryland, for example, the Mont-
gomery County Department of Educa-
tion has an annual operating budget of
about $2 billion with nearly 22,000 em-
ployees despite having a total student
enrollment of less than 138,000. The of-
fice of the executive county superinten-
dent of schools for Montgomery County
employs roughly one administrator for
every six of its students! The Montgom-
ery County consolidated school district
has more than three times the number of
administrators per student than it does
teachers! Contrary to what S450 pur-
ports, it will not provide for a more cost
effective educational system rather it will
increase costs especially administrative

expenses. States that have adopted this
model such as California have increased
costs and taxes.

The implication behind S450 is that it
would somehow save money and enable
the state to lower property taxes by elimi-
nating administrators over the level of
principal. Proponents even suggest un-
substantiated savings of $553 million.
But Maryland’s total statewide adminis-
trative costs increased rather than de-
creased as promised following the imple-
mentation of its consolidated countywide
school district. The experience of such a
model in Maryland contradicts the as-
sumptions inherent in S450 based on its
consolidated county school district con-
trol model for New Jersey.

Rather than add another bureaucracy,
the most effective way to cut property
taxes is to eliminate the tax burden im-
posed by county government. County
government places a tremendous burden
on New Jersey’s taxpayers especially as
compared to those in Connecticut where
county government was eliminated in
1960. New Jersey’s 21 counties combine
to spend over $6.1 billion annually in
property taxes, hold more than $5 billion
in outstanding debt and have over 44,000
employees. Just the three counties of
Union, Essex and Bergen together levy
approximately $1.6 billion in annual prop-
erty taxes.

The question facing New Jersey’s tax-
payers is whether more money would be
saved by eliminating county government
or by adopting countywide school dis-
tricts as advocated by S450. The answer
is straightforward. Saving $6.1 billion
annually in property taxes by eliminating
county government would be the best
way to ease New Jersey’s tax burden
rather than implementing S450 and hop-
ing that an unaccountable county bureau-
cracy will not overspend and overtax as it
does in Maryland.

Stephen Coffin
Summit

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Congressman Leonard Lance and copied
to the newspaper.

I appreciated your e-mail of March 4,
2010, further addressing your support for
the cap-and-trade bill (HR 2454) last sum-
mer and your present stand that you would
not vote for it again. You mentioned that
your initial support was based on the
reduction of our dependence on foreign
oil, national security and a way to clean
energy. These have merit, as well as your
support for nuclear and natural gas power
sources. However, the negative impact of
your vote still exists.

You also mentioned that your support
for this bill has ended, in part since China
and India have not agreed to the emission
limits. As I mentioned before, your initial
support has cost us jobs and that you
failed to perform due diligence regarding
China and India’s support before you
voted “yes”. You have never acknowl-
edged these facts nor accepted responsi-
bility for your actions.

Over the last year, I have advised you
in writing, over the phone and in person
the damage your vote has caused, the jobs
lost and the forecast “green jobs” for the
most part that did not materialize. In fact,
the Star-Ledger on March 9, 2010, ran an
article where the Chief Executive Officer
and Chairman of PSE&G, Ralph Izzo,
stated the following: “Uncertainty about
pending EPA rules on carbon and other
pollutants, as well as the prospect of no
progress on federal cap-and-trade legis-
lation are affecting long-term planning
on capital investments …”

In one our discussions, you mentioned
that executives from PSE&G talked to
you about supporting the bill. It appears
that they [were] unwilling to spend any of

their own money in lieu of taxpayer
money.

I warned you in that the threat of “cap-
and-trade” has frozen the creation of en-
ergy jobs. Look at the various refineries
on the Delaware River that have closed
and laid off hundreds. Now, Mr. Izzo has
written to support my contention.

Without capital spending many em-
ployees from welders to engineers do
not have work. In fact, we see some
domestic “clean energy” jobs being
outsourced to foreign nationals. Are not
solar panels being fabricated in China or
design work being performed in India or
somewhere else? How can we allow this
to happen? Who is keeping jobs in
America? In what country or by whom
will the nuclear and natural gas plants
and any other construction be designed,
procured and fabricated by? We are
thankful for some foreign companies
that employ Americans in this country;
we need to do what we can to bring and
keep these jobs in the USA.

Last time we talked, I mentioned that
you had to go back down to D.C. and
have “cap-and-tax” declared dead and
buried. Just saying that you would not
vote for it again, does not undo the dam-
age your vote has already inflicted on
American workers. We hear that once
healthcare is addressed in D.C., the White
House will be moving on to “cap-and-
trade”. You stated in your e-mail that the
“House-passed energy bill is all but dead
in Congress.” I don’t believe it until it is
buried! The EPA appears to performing
an “End Around” Congress and the
American people. In order to have the
“cap-and-trade” funeral, I ask you to
lead Congressional action to stop the
EPA from taking any further actions that
will cost us more jobs. Therefore, we
need you to sponsor a bill to remove
unproven greenhouse gases from the list
of pollutants that the EPA has jurisdic-
tion over. So far you have ignored my
requests, while your e-mail was appreci-
ated it is too little and too late. I once
again warn you of the further loss of
American jobs to the “cap-and-trade”
bill threat and from foreign sources.

I hope that I don’t have to write you
again with another “I told you so.”

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Healthcare Act ‘Was
The Right Thing to Do’

I just wanted to say how happy I am
that our President’s historic healthcare
reform act finally passed this week.
Though the bill has some flaws – I cer-
tainly wish that Mr. Stupack had left
abortion out of it – I firmly believe that it
was the right thing to do to help get the
middle class on its feet again after the
economic wreckage left in the wake of the
disastrous, fiscally incompetent Bush
administration.

Thank You President Obama, and may
you continue to have the courage, wis-
dom and grace to overcome the fear, lies
and blind hatred of those who want to
prevent our country’s progress. God Bless
America! This is a great day to be an
American! God Bless President Obama!

Tom Pryor
Fanwood

LOST RING - REWARD

40th Anniversary Ring
Lost In or Around Trader Joe’s

in Westfield, NJ.
Please Call Suzanne Brown at

(908) 766-1656

APT FOR RENT

Wychwood Gardens - Feel secure
w/no rent increase for min of 3 yrs
- 2 bdrm, eat-in-kit, lr and dining
area, hardwood flrs, all new kit
appliances, HHW included, 1 car
oversized gar w/storage.
$1,650 p/mo. Call (908) 419-4940.

UCC Golf Tourney
Set for April 26

CRANFORD – The Union County
College (UCC) Foundation’s 18th
Annual Golf Tournament will be held
on Monday, April 26, at Shackamaxon
Golf and Country Club in Scotch
Plains. The tournament enables the
UCC Foundation to raise funds for
exceptional programs and scholar-
ships.

The tournament will kick off at
Shackamaxon at noon. Registration
will begin at 10 a.m. and lunch will be
served at 11 a.m. A putting contest
will be held at 5 p.m. At the conclu-
sion of the tournament, the cocktail
and dinner reception will be held at 6
p.m., and will be followed by a din-
ner, an awards ceremony, and a raffle.

For those who do not golf, reserva-
tions are available for cocktails and
dinner only.

Many opportunities are available
for participation in the tournament at
many sponsorship levels.

For more information, call the
UCC Foundation, at (908) 709-
7505, e-mail Holland Sunyak at
sunyak@ucc.edu, or visit
uccfoundation.org.

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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Library Reveals Calendar
Of ‘Amazing April’ Events

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library, located at 411 Third Av-
enue, will present “Amazing April”
with a variety of activities for chil-
dren and adults. Prior to that, the
library will be closed on Friday and
Saturday, April 2 and 3, in obser-
vance of the Easter holiday.

A Jack-in-the-Box Craft activity
will take place on Thursday, April 8,
at 3:15 p.m. Participation will be lim-
ited to 20 children in grades 2 and up.
Registration is required.

From Monday, April 12, through
Saturday, April 17, the library will
celebrate National Library Week. As a
thank you to all those who have visited
the library, coffee, tea and treats will
be available all week for the adults.

For all library borrowers, it also
will be “Amnesty Week.” Any book
or other item can be returned that
week without fines or any questions
asked, no matter how long the item is
overdue. Items may be returned in
person or in the outdoor book drop.
(Videos and audio materials must be
returned inside, not in the book drop).

On Wednesday, April 14, Dr. An-
gus Kress Gillespie will present a
program at 7 p.m. on The New Jersey
Devil, said to reside in the state’s Pine
Barrens. Dr. Gillespie is a professor
at Rutgers University and considered
an expert on New Jersey.

The Garwood Book Discussion

Group will meet on Monday, April
19, at 1 p.m. to discuss “Wednesday
Sisters” by Meg Waite Clayton. Any-
one wishing to join the group, or
needing a copy of the book, is asked
to call the library.

On Tuesday, April 20, school board
elections will be held in the library
for the Third and Fourth Districts.
Polls will be open from 2 to 9 p.m.

Author and former Garwood resi-
dent Tom Perrotta will be at the li-
brary on Wednesday, April 21, at 7
p.m. to discuss his works. Some of his
fiction has been turned into film, most
notably Election, starring Matthew
Broderick, and Little Children, star-
ring Kate Winslet. He also has writ-
ten “Bad Haircut,” “The Wishbones,”
“Joe College” and “The Abstinence
Teacher.”

Ongoing programs at the library
include Toddler Story Time at 10:30
a.m. on Wednesdays and Movie Time!
on Fridays at 10 a.m.

To register for these programs, call
the Garwood Public Library at (908)
789-1670, register in person at the
library’s Circulation Desk or sign up
online at the library’s interactive cal-
endar found on its website,
youseemore.com/garwood. Library
hours are 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday
through Thursday; 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
on Friday and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Saturday.

College Club Announces
Luncheon Entertainment

Kristen Shaughnessy

SCOTCH PLAINS – The College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will
hold its annual fashion show and lun-
cheon, entitled “An Atlantic Adven-
ture,” on Sunday, April 11. It will take
place from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the
Shackamaxon Country Club,
located at 1607 Shackamaxon
Drive in Scotch Plains. Lord
& Taylor of Westfield will
provide the fashions.

Kristen Shaughnessy, a
news anchor for NY One
News and a local resident,
will serve as Master of Cer-
emonies. Also included in the
entertainment will be a song
performed by a female high
school student. Piano accompaniment
will be by Skip Ungar, a friend of the
College Club.

In addition, the fashion show-lun-
cheon will feature a 50/50 drawing,
Select-A-Gift baskets and a silent auc-

tion.
Among the silent auction prizes will

be a three-night stay at a Troy, Vt.
home; a week’s stay at a cottage in
Carmarthen, South Wales; tennis les-
sons; two nights at the Manhattan Club

in New York City;
autographed books by Wendy
Mass, an award-winning
young adult author; Jets foot-
ball tickets; Rutgers football
tickets with tailgate meal and
drinks; a five-course home-
made Italian dinner and drinks
for eight in the chef’s Scotch
Plains home; a round of golf
for four and lunch at the
Shackamaxon Country Club.

Proceeds from the event will go
directly to providing college scholar-
ships for young women in the local
community. Tickets are $40 and can
be purchased by calling Marie or
Renate at (908) 889-0200.

UCC President to Address
Historical Society Luncheon
WESTFIELD –Thomas H. Brown,

president of Union County College
(UCC), will discuss “Union County
College for Over Seventy-Five Years
and Union County College in 2010”
at the First Wednesday Luncheon of
the Westfield Historical Society. The
luncheon will take place at noon on
April 7 at the Echo Lake Country
Club, located at 515 Springfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Shortly after his 1990 arrival at UCC,
Mr. Brown guided strategic initiatives
that resulted in the renovation and
expansion of the college’s urban cam-
puses in Plainfield and Elizabeth. He
currently leads projects that included
a major expansion of the library build-
ing on the Cranford campus and the
planned construction of a new multi-
story building that will more than
double the size of the Elizabeth cam-
pus, and also future expansion in
Plainfield.

UCC annually serves more than
36,000 students at its campuses in

Cranford, Elizabeth, Plainfield and
Scotch Plains, as well as multiple
additional off-campus sites.

Programs spearheaded by Mr.
Brown include joint programs in
professional nursing conducted in
cooperation with Muhlenberg Re-
gional and Trinitas School of Nurs-
ing and a Regional Health Educa-
tion Center operated jointly with
the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey.

The Center for Economic and
Workforce Development (CEWD)
provides basic skills and job train-
ing for the unemployed or under-
employed. Within CEWD, the UCC
Industry-Business Institute offers
customized training to the em-
ployer/employee community.

All those wishing to attend the
luncheon are asked to make a reser-
vation by calling (908) 233-2930
by noon on Monday, April 5. The
cost of the luncheon is $18, includ-
ing gratuity.

St. Paul’s Church to Honor
Triduum Starting Tonight

WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church will offer the Triduum, or
the solemn ancient liturgies of
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and
Easter. The community is invited to
participate in these services and to
celebrate Easter with the parish.

The Maundy Thursday service will
begin at 8 p.m. tonight, April 1, and
will include the Foot Washing, The
Lord’s Supper and the Stripping of
the Altar, followed by a one-hour
Vigil in the Chapel. The music, sung
by St. Paul’s Choir, will include com-
positions by Mawby and Franz Peter
Schubert.

For the church’s Good Friday ob-
servance tomorrow, April 2, the lit-
urgy will begin at noon, again featur-
ing the choir, which will sing music
by Bach and Hallock. The Reverend
Andrew Hamersley, rector, will
preach. The Children’s Liturgy will
follow at 3:30 p.m. in the parish hall.

The Great Vigil of Easter will be-
gin on Holy Saturday, April 3, at 8
p.m. The roots of this ancient liturgy
go back to the early church and in-
clude Prophetic Readings, Baptism
and the first Eucharist of Easter. This
service begins in almost total dark-
ness and ends in the light of the Feast
of the Resurrection with the pealing
of the bells of St. Paul’s.

Easter Day will be celebrated on
Sunday, April 4. Three services will
be held, including the 7:45 a.m. Eu-
charist with hymns; the 9 a.m. Family
Eucharist with hymns and the Flow-
ering of the Cross by the children of
the parish, and the 11:15 a.m. Festal
Choral Eucharist featuring the St.
Paul’s Treble and Parish Choirs with

brass quintet and percussion, all un-
der the direction of Charles Banks.
The Reverend Hamersley will pre-
side and deliver the Easter Message.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is lo-
cated at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield. For more information, call
(908) 232-8506 or visit
stpaulswestfield.org.

An Experienced Family Law Firm
Specializing In

Divorce · Alimony · Custody / Parenting Time

Child Support · Domestic Violence

Civil Union / Domestic Partnership Dissolution

Prenuptial Agreements · Adoptions

DYFS Litigation · Wills, Estates & Trusts

Residential Real Estate Closings

All major credit cards accepted
226 St. Paul Street, Westfield

Patricia A. Dulinski, Esq.

Lisa M. Black, Esq.

Jeanette E. Backmann, Esq.

DULINSKI
BLACK&

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 908-233-7400
www.dulinskiandblack.com

Just Peanuts...

that’s all it Costs

 for fast action, place a Classified Ad in

THE WESTFIELD LEADER &

THE SCOTCH PLAINS FANWOOD TIMES

with speedy, successful results.

Nothing succeeds like success - and Classified Ads 

are traditionally successful.

CALL 908-232-4407 TO PLACE YOUR AD

BY OR BEFORE TUESDAY AT 5 P.M.

or submit your Ad online at 

www.goleader.com/classifieds

Residential Commercial Offices

Day, Evening & Weekend Appointments Available

Complimentary In-Home Consultations ~ Economically Priced

Contact “Spruce It Up” Today!
SpruceItUpCleaning@gmail.com ~ 732.713.2637

Free

E-File

FUNDING REVIEW…The Westfield United Fund’s Fund Distribution Commit-
tee analyzes requests for financial support for 2011. Committee members, pic-
tured left to right, are: Seated, Julie Tarr, Charlie Weidman, Chairperson Colleen
Echausse, Jeff Pinkin, Sheila Rippe and Liz Miller, and standing, Rick Malacrea,
Jon Walker, Cyndi Salemy, Kate Fleschler, Stan Ehrlich and Kevin Fitzpatrick.
Missing from the photograph are Lou Francz and Paul Zoidis.

WUF Conducting Review
Of 2011 Funding Requests

WESTFIELD – Growing needs and
shrinking funds seems to be the mantra
of agencies that serve the most vulner-
able populations, and the 19 agencies
that have applied for funding from the
Westfield United Fund are no different.

Colleen Echausse, chairperson of
the Fund Distribution Committee, chal-
lenges her group to distribute over half
of a million dollars among agencies
that transport senior citizens, deliver
meals to homebound citizens, provide
shelter and counseling to domestic abuse
victims and counsel the depressed, as
well as providing other services.

For Mrs. Echausse, whose com-
mittee is charged with reviewing fund-
ing for programs from the Westfield
United Fund’s member agencies, the
task is more challenging this year due
to the economic climate.

“With contributions down, many of
these non-profits are experiencing wait
lists for services,” she said. “And in an
economy like this, the non-profits are
finding that their client base is increas-
ing. People are hurting.”

The 14 residents on the Fund Dis-
tribution Committee spend hundreds
of hours over a three-month period,
interviewing agency directors, re-
viewing financial information and
evaluating the effectiveness of pro-
grams and services.

Each agency is responsible for an-
swering questions on the achieve-
ments of their programs, how many
people they are serving, what alterna-
tive sources of income are available
to them, and what problems they could
encounter in the next year.

After reviewing and evaluating the
agencies’ requests, the committee then
debates and deliberates the needs of
both the community and each agency
to determine how the funds are to be
allocated.

“This year’s combination of in-
creasing needs and fewer available
funds make the allocation process
more difficult,” said David Foltz,
president of the Westfield United Fund
Board of Trustees.

Once the Westfield United Fund
Board of Trustees approves the final
recommendations from the commit-
tee, the 2010 campaign goal will be
established and the money raised will

be distributed beginning in 2011.
Throughout the entire process, Mrs.

Echausse said, the Fund Distribution
Committee never loses sight of the
residents who donate to the Westfield
United Fund.

“The caring and financial support
of our residents truly reflects the
Westfield spirit of outreach and giv-
ing to others,” she said. “They can be
comforted by the knowledge that their
gift will go far – but not far away.”

Westfield United Fund member
agencies include: The American Red
Cross, The Arc of Union County, the
Boy Scouts, Central Jersey Legal Ser-
vices, the Cerebral Palsy League, Com-
munity Access Unlimited, CONTACT
We Care, the Girl Scouts, the Jewish
Community Center, Jewish Family
Services, Mobile Meals of Westfield,
Prevention Links, UCPC Behavioral
Healthcare, Visiting Nurse Service
System, the Westfield Community
Center, the Westfield Day Care Cen-
ter, the Westfield Area “Y,” YWCA
Eastern Union County and Youth and
Family Counseling Service.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Meet on April 12

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will meet on Mon-
day, April 12, at 1:30 p.m. in the Holy
Trinity Interparochial School gym-
nasium on First Street in Westfield.

The Caring Sharing Network will
be represented at this meeting. Lois
Shanker from Right at Home, Donna
Occhipinto from Visiting Physicians
Services, Joy Kleinman from Beltone
Hearing Care and Nancy Rager from
the Center for Hope Hospice will
each give a short summary of ser-
vices available to senior citizens in
the Union County area.

“Our objective is to arm seniors
with information they need before an
unexpected situation occurs,” said Ms.
Shanker.

Attendees also will be able to sign
up at the meeting for a trip on the
River Lady out of Toms River on
Tuesday, June 8. The trip will include
a luncheon served on board and time
afterwards for a visit to Point Pleas-
ant. The cost of the trip is $52.

Baker Focused on Reducing
Powers of Federal Gov.
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Seventh genera-
tion Westfielder Bruce Baker once
considered running for political of-
fice some 40 years ago but opted not
to do so at the advice of his father, a
Westfield councilman in the 1950s
and former head of the Union County
Republican Party. Now, the younger
Baker has decided to run for Con-
gress by challenging freshman in-
cumbent Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)
and two others in the June Primary.

“I am not in it for the cocktail
parties. I am going down there to
raise hell,” Mr. Baker said during a
Thursday interview at the offices of
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. If elected, he
vowed to work at repealing a number
of pieces of legislation that he feels
are unconstitutional, the first being
the healthcare bill signed by Presi-
dent Barack Obama last week.

The candidate admitted that any
repeal effort would likely fail, even if
Republicans recapture majority in the
House and United States Senate this
November, as President Obama would
veto any such legislation.

The candidate supports a number of
healthcare reforms including allowing
interstate healthcare insurance to in-
crease competition while lowering in-
surance premiums, personal healthcare
accounts that would follow a worker
from job to job, and tort reform to
reduce malpractice insurance costs. Mr.
Baker said the actual number of Ameri-
cans who cannot afford healthcare is
around six to eight million, not the 32
million given by Democrats. He said
many of these persons have opted out of
health insurance.

A former president of Westfield His-
torical Society 20 years ago, Mr. Baker
has been involved in a number of differ-
ent employment areas. He ran a minor
league baseball team after graduating
college, then operated  his own adver-
tising agency for 20 years before start-
ing his own golf-putter company, which
he still owns in addition to being a
licensed real-estate appraiser.

He has been active in the Westfield
community over the years including
having coached youth soccer and foot-
ball, and volunteering with the Jay-
cees and the Optimist Club.

Mr. Baker said the federal
government’s increasing debt, now
$12 trillion, along with unfunded li-
abilities of $125 trillion in Medicare
and Social Security entitlement pro-
grams, combined with the new na-
tional healthcare program, will cause
a jump in inflation as the federal gov-
ernment has to bring in more currency.

“Inflation is a tax. And it hits the
middle class most of all,” he said.

The candidate said the federal De-
partments of Education, Interior and
Homeland Security should be disbanded.

“The federal government has gained
enough power that if they gain a little
more I think it’s going to be all over,”
Mr. Baker said. “I think the Republic as
we’ve known it is going to be all over…
Rather than a Republic we are going to
be dealing with an oligarchy… And I
don’t like that. I don’t like people tell-
ing me how I am going to run my life.”

Mr. Baker also opposes expanding
citizenship of children born in the
United States to illegal aliens, but
does favor increasing the quotas for
immigrant and migrant workers.

“A majority of people do not pay
federal income taxes… So, there is a
few pulling the cart and a lot sitting in
the cart being pulled, and that’s not

sustainable in a Republic that is go-
ing to last,” Mr. Baker explained. He
favors a flat tax based on gross in-
come levels, saying everyone must
pay at little some federal taxes. He
also wants the federal capital gains
and estate taxes eliminated, saying
these are both double taxes.

Mr. Baker said one area that would
significantly help the economy is off-
shore drilling, saying the nation could
become energy independent within five
years. “[Lance] said he wouldn’t vote
for off-shore drilling because it would
hurt the New Jersey tourism industry.
Well that’s nonsense, absolute non-
sense,” Mr. Baker said. “Any of the
drilling rigs would be over the horizon
out of site… You already have the oil
tanker traffic (headed to area refiner-
ies) whether you drill there or not.”

He said offshore drilling would
“create several million high-paying
jobs” as opposed to cap-and-trade,
which, he said, would “cost two-and-
a-half-million” jobs.

“At a time when we need a bounce
in the economy, not to do that (off-
shore drilling) is to me just unforgiv-
able,” Mr. Baker said.

He also supports drilling in the
Bakken oil field in Montana, North
Dakota and Saskatchewan in Canada
for oil shale. “There is more oil re-
serves in that one field than that under-
lies all of the Middle East,” Mr. Baker
reasoned. “And we have thousands of
years of natural gas [reserves].”

He said the nation is an oil-based
economy, which includes plastics,
petrochemicals used to fertilize many
food products and in the manufactur-
ing of clothes and household prod-
ucts, etc., and thus reducing carbon
emissions would not eliminate the
nation’s the need for oil.

Mr. Baker said he plans to stay in
the race to the end despite pressures
from what he termed the GOP “estab-
lishment” to drop out and let Mr.
Lance retain the seat. “This is the
establishment taking care of them-
selves,” he said.

In addition to Mr. Lance of Clinton
Township (Hunterdon County), Lon
Hosford of Alexandria (Hunterdon
County) and David Larsen of Oldwick
(Somerset County) join the Congres-
sional race with Mr. Baker. Democrat
Ed Potosak of North Plainfield
(Middlesex County) is unopposed in
the Democratic Party primary.

CONGRESSIONAL VISIT TO LI-
BRARY – Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
7th) will visit the Fanwood Memorial
Library on Friday, April 9, from 3 to
4 p.m. to host a free and open event to
help patrons of the library under-
stand what the newly signed
healthcare bill means and the impact
of this historic and crucial bill. The
last time Mr. Lance visited the
Fanwood Memorial Library was to
participate in Secretary of Education
Arne Duncan’s kickoff of the Sum-
mer of Service last June. For more
information, call the library at (908)
322-6400 or visit fanwoodlibrary.org.
The Fanwood Memorial Library is
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road.

More Government News
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Realtors Collecting
Women’s Job Attire

WESTFIELD – The Greater Union
County Association of Realtors is col-
lecting business clothing for women,
to be used by job applicants who do
not have appropriate apparel for em-
ployment interviews. The drive will
continue through Thursday, April 29.

Now in its 14th year, the drive has
been successful in garnering many
donations from Realtor members and
the community. All items collected
will be given to agencies throughout
Union County that assist job appli-
cants in retaining their dignity when
they go off welfare to meet prospec-
tive employers.

Anyone wishing to donate busi-
ness clothes for the drive may bring
items to the office of the Greater
Union County Association of Real-
tors, 767 Central Avenue in Westfield,
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday. Garments
should be clean and in wearable con-
dition. For further information, call
the Association at (908) 232-9000.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 1, 2010 Page 17

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Exterior of the First United Methodist Church, circa the mid-1940’s
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Courtesy of John Panosh
John Panosh, who serves as Westfield’s bell master, writes… “[Above] is the

Broad Street/ North Avenue circle taken sometime in the 1930s or early 1940s.
Note the little “traffic control police shack” with a light on top and the two single
“stop” and “go” lights located on small islands. In the upper left at the Clark Street
corner stands a Tydol gas station.

Where the Burgdorff/Coldwell building now exists on the opposite corner is an
auto-repair garage. Behind the church on Ferris Place stands the First Unired
Methodist Church Parish House, which was later demolished to make way for the
building of Wesley Hall and an enlarged church parking lot. Two large Beech trees
(now gone) planted in 1910 graced the front of the church. The houses behind the
Tydol gas station were later demolished to make way for a Hahne’s parking lot.

A Gulf station and Westfield Federal Savings and Loan, along with other
buildings, stood on the land now occupied by PNC Bank. Note that the “point” of
gas station land was slightly expanded westward to provide what are now parking
spaces for PNC. Opposite the Gulf station on North Avenue were Dodge/
Plymouth/DeSoto dealerships with gas pumps barely visible. Behind the building
that currently houses G. O. Keller can be seen the parking lot which was behind
the Westfield Municipal Building and police headquarters on Prospect Street.

Note the only crosswalk on the circle was in front of the G. O. Keller building.
In those days, parking was allowed to the left of the monument on the ramp leading
to the railroad underpass.”

Have interesting vintage

pictures of our towns that you

wish to share...? Send them to
ae@goleader.com

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 popcorns

In the not-too-distant future concep-
tualized by director Miguel Sapochnik’s
Repo Men, it is apparent no health care
reform was passed back in 2010. Funny,
though…rather than inspiring the sick
and infirm to pull themselves up by
their own bootstraps, the lack of digni-
fying legislation has more than ever
rendered folks beholden to the com-
pany store.

The scenario is nightmarish. While
it’s great that advanced technology al-
lows The Union – a Big Brother-like
medical supplier – to provide the ill
with virtually any organ or body part
they need, said firm’s unchecked power
supplies the animus in this cautionary
tale. If you can’t make the payments on
that new ticker, they come and get it.

You see, it appears this merciless
new world also didn’t rein in a preda-
tory financial system. Hence, chances
are good you’ll be defaulting on that
shiny fresh liver. Honcho Frank, real-
ized with slimy opportunism by Liev
Schreiber, adamantly dissuades his
salespeople at The Union from making
cash deals. Far more profitable, credit
is king.

Morality has ostensibly been ex-
punged from society’s considerations.
It’s just bad for business. Which is what
allows our title characters to go about
reclaiming all manner of innards with-
out compunction. Rationalizing the
bloody coldness of their careers, repo
men Remy (Jude Law) and Jake (Forest
Whitaker) echoingly affirm, “A job is a
job.”

Adapted from Eric Garcia’s novel,
Repossession Mambo, by Garrett
Lerner and Mr. Garcia, it’s a wonder-
fully insane premise. And it splatters a
few interesting thoughts. Unfortunately,
the portentous, sci-fi facet of the tale is
soon body-snatched, lock, stock and
pancreas, by a gory and gratuitous fright
flick that won’t be denied its primacy.

And truth be told, once you witness
our boys descend on some poor unsus-
pecting debtor for the purpose of liter-
ally ripping out his pump, you’ve seen
enough. Furthermore, the cat-and-
mouse tale that ensues following
Remy’s change of heart, so to speak,
follows the usual formula employed
whenever an insider thinks outside the
lines and goes rogue.

But the especially bloodthirsty should
be satiated. For lack of a creative plot
structure, the film gleefully repeats ad
nauseam, and in various permutations,
its confiscatory operations. This con-
tinues right up until an ending that, lo
and behold, foists on me the seemingly
sacrilegious duty of recalling a ploy
Dickens at times used in his serializa-
tions.

Otherwise, absolutely nothing justi-

Repo Men:
Takes One Aback

fies using that author’s name in the
same breath as Repo Men. This is slice-
and-dice repulsion, albeit dished out
via some pretty good performances.
And while there’s nothing here that will
win an award, the opportunity for some
tongue-in-cheek hamming isn’t lost on
Messrs. Whitaker and Schreiber.

But Jude Law, handed the responsi-
bility of representing the metaphor that
is central to any science fiction film
worth its fantastical prognostications,
plays protagonist Remy fairly straight.
Added to his career angst, the concur-
rent revelation that a failing marriage
just isn’t worth salvaging gives double-
whammy status to the grand epiphany.

He flees, but toward what light is
uncertain. So when in doubt, there’s
noting like a new romantic interest to
help put things in perspective. She is
Alice Braga as Beth, a homeless mass
of indebted but nonetheless nicely put
together parts. Living by her wits and a
sultry voice, she occasionally exercises
in a nightclub; she is also supporting a
drug habit.

Their cave of Tristan and Isolde is
stashed in that haphazard landscape of
the future that’s held sway with art
directors ever since Blade Runner
(1982). Gosh, this world needs a good
scrubbing. But as long as the rich are
comfortably ensconced in their ivory
towers, why supply an unrebellious
rabble with clean streets and a safe
infrastructure?

Going the social analogies one step
further, we don’t have to guess what the
gist is when, needing a new kneecap on
the run, Beth introduces Remy to the
unlicensed, black market docs who prac-
tice in back alleys. By now, we are too
numb to be truly shocked when an 8-
year-old girl performs the procedure
under the watchful tutelage of her mom.

Indeed, there is decent muckraking
amidst this distasteful smudge and
sleaze…a warning of the inhospitable
horizon that awaits humankind if com-
promise and compassion can’t trump
blind ideology. But there’s an inherent
Catch-22. Anyone with a 15-year-old’s
intelligence should already know this
stuff. And this is most certainly an R-
rated picture.

Still, beware my optimism. In the
spirit of recent current events, wherein
the idea is that we all deserve a fair shake,
I’m stirred to find the good even in a
mediocre movie. While my inner ado-
lescent welcomes the refresher course in
human rights, the repulsive route Repo
Men takes to make its point surely should
keep it from stealing viewers’ hearts.

* * *
Repo Men, rated R, is a Universal

Pictures release directed by Miguel
Sapochnik and stars Jude Law, Alice
Braga and Forest Whitaker. Running
time: 111 minutes.

MEET THE COMPOSER…Orchestra and opera students meet and greet Missy
Mazzoli, one of New York’s most accomplished composers. At a recent visit to
Edison Intermediate School, Ms Mazzoli took time to explain her musical
inspirations and composition techniques using her piece These Worlds in Us,
enabling students to connect to the work’s romantic roots, electronica influences
and driving rhythms. During the course of the seminar and lively Q and A sessions,
Ms. Mazzoli revealed that These Worlds In Us is also based on several non-musical
ideas and was inspired by conversations with her father, who was a soldier in
Vietnam. Ms. Mazzoli is the Westfield Symphony Orchestra composer in resi-
dence. The Westfield Symphony Orchestra performed These Worlds in Us on
February earlier this year in Rahway.

Westfield Symphony Gala
To Have ‘Magic’ Touch

Courtesy of Elizabeth Ryan
SOME ENCHANTED EVENING…Members of Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) Gala committee are planning an enchanting evening for the 2010 benefit,
to take place at Echo Lake Country Club on May 1. Pictuered, from left to right,
are: WSO Executive Director Linda Doyle, Carole Leone, Gala Chairwoman
Mary-Beth Phillips, Bill Neill, WSO Board President Mark Fleder and Lee
Corcoran. The next WSO performance, Stars of Tomorrow, a family concert
presenting Britten’s A Young Persons Guide to the Orchestra, narrated by N.Y.
Giants superbowl XXI champion Bill Ard, and the Grand Finale of the youth tri-
state Concerto Competition, will take place on Sunday, April 11, at 4 p.m. For
tickets and information, call (908) 232-9400 or go to westfieldsymphony.org.

Tony Award-Winning Broadway Star
Returns to Teach Summer Workshop
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Actor’s Camp at Mountainside,
New Jersey’s premier camp for
young aspiring actors,
has just announced the
return of Tony Award-
winning actress
Michele Pawk to its
teaching staff for this
summer’s musical the-
ater and acting classes.
Michele won a Tony
for her performance in
Carol Burnett’s Holly-
wood Arms and has
also starred in such
Broadway classics as Cabaret,
Seussical, Chicago, Hairspray,
Crazy for you, Triumph of Love
and Mamma Mia, (currently star-
ring Michele’s husband, John
Dossett) as well as many guest
appearances on TV and film. Paul
O’Connor, artist director says,
“Michele had such a wonderful
time with us last year that she
expressed a desire to teach both
our musical theatre sessions. To
have such an incredibly talented

and accomplished Broadway vet-
eran return our faculty continues
to allow us to elevate our level of

instruction giving our
students exposure at
the professional level
that can’t be found
anywhere in the area.”
The Actor’s Camp at
Mountainside will
conduct two, two
week workshops for
young actors in grades
five through twelve in
musical Theatre and/
or Sketch Comedy and

acting and improvisation classes
for children in grades two through
five. Session one runs from July 5
through July 16. Session two runs
from July 19 through July 30.
Class size is limited to approxi-
mately 20 students. For more in-
formation about the camp, call
(908) 400-2321 or visit us on the
web at theactorscamp.net.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Michele Pawk

Westfield Workshop Offers
Circus Class, Barnum Play

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Sum-
mer Workshop’s curriculum contains a
combination of the consistently popu-
lar courses along with the addition of
some newer selections.

New to the 23 offerings in the Arts
and Crafts Department is “A Doll’s
World,” a class for grades 3 to 5, in
which students will create projects to
furnish an environment for the popular
18-inch dolls.

Also new is “Circus Fun,” for grades
2 and 3, where participants will make
circus-themed arts and crafts. This de-
partment will offer “It’s Sew Easy,” for
grades 4 to 6, where crafters will use
both hand and machine sewing to de-
sign a variety of projects.

“Pirate Treasures,” for grades 2 and
3, allows mateys to make various pi-
rate-themed crafts, while those in grades
4 to 6 who enroll in “Tie Dye/Batik”
will experience creating colorful and
decorative items.

An addition to the Communications
Department is “Imagination Express,”
a class for students in grades 2 and 3, in
which they will read a story, write about
it and become involved in creative ac-
tivities related to the story.

Two new classes become part of the
13 selections in the Dance and Move-
ment Department. “Dance Sampler”
will show students, in grades 2 to 4,

various steps in ballet, tap, jazz, lyrical
and hip hop dance.

Aspiring actors, in grades 6 through
12, may wish to enroll in the cast of
Barnum. This award-winning musical,
with music by Cy Coleman, lyrics by
Michael Stewart and book by Mark
Brambic, is based on the life of the
infamous Phineas T. Barnum.

Tracing his journey from sideshow
huckster to his collaboration with James
Bailey to form “The Greatest Show on
Earth,” the plot explores the ups and
downs of his life as he builds his enter-
tainment empire.

Director Kenneth Horn said of his
selection, “When weighing possible
show choices for the Summer Stage
Theater’s third season, I wanted to
choose a work that would speak to the
ladies, the gentlemen and the children
of all ages. Barnum is a show that
accomplishes that, and more.”

The 2010 WSW will be held at
Roosevelt Intermediate School on Clark
Street in Westfield, from Tuesday, June
29, until Friday, July 30, from 8:30 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m.

It also contains options for a 7:30
a.m. drop-off and a full day of activity
in conjunction with the Westfield
YMCA.

To learn more, call (908) 518-1551
or log on to njworkshopforthearts.com.

Cranford’s Chorus to Compete
In A Cappella Contest

CRANFORD — Metro Rhythm
Chorus of Cranford New Jersey will
join the Greater New York Region of
Sweet Adelines International in its an-
nual quartet and chorus convention and
contest April 23 to 25 at the Sheraton
City Center in Philadelphia, Pa. “April
Showers Bring...Singing In the Rain”
features more than 700 area women,
members of the region’s 15 choruses
located throughout lower New York
state, Long Island, and northern New
Jersey, singing popular music in four-
part a cappella harmony, in the barber-
shop style, enhanced with choreogra-
phy.

 Metro Rhythm Chorus meets every
Wednesday night at 7 p.m. in Bates
Hall of the First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford, located at 11 Springfield
Avenue. The public is welcome. For
those interested in joining the chorus,
or learning more about the chorus a
cappella group, visit metrorhythm.com
or e-mail metrorhythm@gmail.com.

Among the scheduled competing
choruses is the Greater Nassau Chorus
of Baldwin, N.Y., recently featured on
a CBS Sunday Morning segment about

the popularity of show choruses. Also
performing are the Harmony Celebra-
tion Chorus of Ridgewood and the Lib-
erty Oak Chorus of Freehold represent-
ing the Region in International compe-
tition this fall as the 2009 champion and
wildcard contestants, respectively. High
school and college-aged women from
the region will perform as members of
the Young Women In Harmony (YWIH)
Chorus.

Tickets can be purchased in advance
or at the door and are priced as follows:
Quartet and Chorus contests, $25 each;
Show of Champions, $20; all events,
$60; and students, through college with
identification, $5 per event. Children
under 6-years-old can attend any event
for free.

The schedule is as follows: April 23,
5:30 p.m., Quartet Contest, immedi-
ately following Quartet Contest is YWIH
Chorus (requires Quartet Contest ticket);
April 24, 1 p.m., Chorus Contest and 8
p.m., Show of Champions, and April 25,
10 a.m., Mass Sing (free).

To order tickets, contact Jan
MacCaskill at (973) 625-0342 or
jimaccas@juno.com.

Young Pianist Competition
Is Accepting Applications

AREA — The Young Pianist Com-
petition of New Jersey has announced
the schedule for its 21st annual Solo,
Young Artist and Cyclical Work Com-
petitions.

Open to either teacher or student,
ages 4 to 18, members of Young Pianist
Competition of New Jersey residing in
the Tri-State area and Pennsylvania,
the competition will consist of two
rounds. The Preliminary Round will be
held on May 1 and 2, and the Final
Round will be held on May 15 and 16.
Both rounds will be held at the Raritan
Valley Community College.

The application deadline for the Solo
and Young Artist divisions is on April 5,
and the Application and DVD Record-
ing deadline for the Cyclical Work Di-
vision is April 19. For competition ap-
plication, rules, required repertoire, as
well as membership information and
application, see youngpianist.org.

In each category, by age and/or rep-
ertoire, a first- and second-place win-
ner will be awarded, as well as a few
honorable mention awards. Gold, sil-
ver and bronze awards will be given to
the highest scores in each division. The
winners will receive various awards,
including cash and will have an oppor-
tunity to perform at the Winner’s Festi-
val Recital held at Weill Recital Hall in
Carnegie Hall in New York City on

June 5.
Young Pianist Competition of New

Jersey is also affiliated with Festival
Musica in Laguna (Venice, July 2010),
which offers a comprehensive work-
shop with orchestra, and recitals for
pianists, with a concerto concentration.
The Concerto Workshop is opened to
two divisions: Junior ages 6 to 16, and
Senior 17, Professional Level. Both
divisions work in lessons and rehears-
als with Orchestra Sinfonica del Festi-
val di Chioggia under the direction on
Maestro Pietro Perini.

The 2010 Concerto repertoire is as
follows: Junior Division, age 6 to 12
inclusive, Bach: Piano Concerto in F
Minor, BWV 1056; Haydn: Piano
Concerto in D Major, Hob. XVIII:
11, and any Haydn Divertimentos.
Age 13 to 16 inclusive, Bach: Piano
Concerto in F Minor, BWV 1056;
Beethoven: Piano Concerto No. 3 in
C Minor, Op. 37, Mozart Piano Con-
certo No. 14 in E-flat Major, K. 449.
Senior Division, age 17 and up,
Beethoven: Piano Concerto No. 3 in
C minor, Op. 37; Brahms: Piano Con-
certo No. 1 in D Minor, Op. 15, and
Mozart: Piano Concerto No. 21 in C
Major, K. 467.

For further information, visit
youngpianist.org or e-mail
ypcnjoffice@gmail.com.

PULLING STRINGS…Second grad-
ers in Donna Pedde’s class at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School learned
basic violin skills from classmate Judy
Minnium of Scotch Plains, who served
as Teacher of the Day on March 4. She
brought 11 violins to school for the
children to use, and she taught them
about the parts of the instrument and
how to play a few tunes. Judy is the
daughter of Peter and Ann Minnium of
Scotch Plains. Her brothers, George
and Peter, Jr., also attend Wardlaw-
Hartridge.

WF’s Smith Performs
On Tour of North Wales

WESTFIELD – Green Mountain
College (GMC) student Elizabeth Smith
of Westfield performed with the
college’s choir on a six-concert tour of
North Wales from March 8 through 13.

The choir makes annual tours to per-
form for Welsh communities across the
United States and visits Wales every
four years.

Led by music director and associate
professor of music James Cassarino,
the GMC choir is the only American
college choir to perform Welsh hymns
and folksongs at each of its perfor-
mances.

Highlights of the trip included a ben-
efit concert March 11 with the Ruthin
Choir at Tabernacle Church in Ruthin,
with proceeds going to Haiti earth-
quake victims. Forty-four GMC stu-
dents participated in the tour. Before
the performance, students were inter-
viewed for a story that aired on BBC
News.

WESTFIELD – “There definitely
will be magic” on Saturday, May 1 at
Echo Lake Country Club, promised
Mary-Beth Phillips, chairwoman of
Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s 2010
Gala Benefit Committee.

According to Ms. Phillips, in addi-
tion to the “smooth strains” of the dance
band Groove, the theme for the evening,
“MUSIC … It’s Magic,” will be contin-
ued throughout the night by live perfor-
mances delivered by professional en-
tertainers and musicians of several
musical genres, including classical,
show tunes, jazz and pop.

Ms. Phillips added, “The committee
has been working closely with the coun-
try club’s executive chef, Charles
Fredericks, and manager, John Gomez,
to provide a gourmet menu that culmi-
nates in a stupendous offering we are
calling our ‘dessert finale’ created es-
pecially for the occasion.”

The gala event is produced annually
by the symphony board and its Friends’
group to finance concerts and commu-
nity outreach that are not funded by
ticket sales or public funding.

David Wroe, music director of the
orchestra, said, “It is essential that we
get private citizens involved in our fund-
ing efforts, for it is they and their chil-
dren who benefit most from our various
programs.”

“In addition to a 50/50 cash raffle

limited to 3,000 chances, the commit-
tee has a group of unique items for
auction,” said Debby Burslem, who
chairs the acquisition process.

Some of the items to be auctioned
live during the evening by state Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick include such
get-away packages as a three-night stay
at the Grand Hyatt Hong Kong with
Club Harbor view room and Grand
Club access; a night at the Ritz Carlton
in Westchester, N.Y. with breakfast for
two; a night’s Park View accommoda-
tion at the Park Hyatt in Chicago; a day
trip for two couples by plane to Nan-
tucket courtesy of Falcon Printers and a
day cruise aboard a private yacht.

For further information about
Westfield Symphony or the gala, the
public is invited to call its office, at
(908) 232-9400, weekdays from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m.

Galeria West Welcomes
April’s First Friday

WESTFIELD – First Friday contin-
ues tomorrow, April 2, at 7 p.m., at the
Galeria West Art Gallery, located at 111
Quimby Street in downtown Westfield.
Violinist Yuri Turchyn and his quintet
Grupo Yuri will bring their original
Latin-jazz and world-music sounds.

Tickets are priced at $10 per per-
son. Advance tickets are available
online at BrownPaperTickets.com
(enter Friday Music Series @ Galeria
West for event search). For more event
information and reservations, call
(908) 301-9496 or visit TeatroSi.com.

Ritz Theater Hosts Fundraiser
For New Advocacy Center

ELIZABETH — Next month, chil-
dren and their parents will gather in
Elizabeth for a morning of music,
laughter and fun, as stars from the
Nick Jr. television network gather
on stage at the Ritz Theater in Eliza-
beth. For all the zany costumes, hand-
clapping songs, and props that elicit
big smiles, there is a larger, more
meaningful purpose behind the con-
cert.

The whole goal is to raise money
for the Union County Child Advo-
cacy Center. The center will move
from is existing location to a newly
purchased building in the spring of
2011.

A non-profit group, Friends of the
Union County Child Advocacy Cen-
ter (CAC), will host the concert with
Dirty Sock FunTime Band and
Donovon Patton of Team Umizoomi
and formerly Joe of “Blue’s Clues”
will perform on Saturday, May 1, at
the Ritz, said Victor Richel, chair-
man of the group.

Tickets are $15 each and the stars
will be available after the show for
pictures, said Richel. Since 1995,
the CAC has provided investigative,
legal, medical and therapeutic ser-
vices to more than 2,300 child vic-
tims of sexual and physical abuse in
all 21 municipalities in Union
County.

According to Union County Pros-

ecutor Ted Romankow, the Child Ad-
vocacy Center needs to move into a
new location due to a doubling of
cases since 2004, and the building in
Elizabeth will be able to handle the
CAC’s growing needs.

“Among the most heinous crimes
that my office prosecutes are those
against children. These innocent and
vulnerable members of society de-
serve our best efforts should they
fall victim to a crime or abuse,” Mr.
Romankow said.

CAC has worked to help child
victims and to give them a safe ha-
ven where they can safely receive
therapy and support while the legal
staff vigorously pursues their attack-
ers. There are 16 staff members who
work at the center, tending to the
more than 1,000 people who visit
and utilize the center’s resources each
year.

Mr. Romankow said the current
facility is outdated, under-sized, and
inadequate to meet the sensitive
needs of these vulnerable children
and their families. He said the facil-
ity lacks sufficient space to properly
conduct investigations and individual
and family counseling.

Friends of the Child Advocacy
Center has set up a website at union
countychildadvocacy.com. Informa-
tion about the May 1 concert is avail-
able at the site.
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Westfield Plans Tribute
To Addams Family Creator
WESTFIELD – A tribute will be

paid to Charles Addams, the creator
of “The Addams Family,” in
Westfield.

The Westfield Board of Educa-
tion, The Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration, The Westfield Historical
Society and The Charles Addams
Art Scholarship will unveil six huge
wooden letters that spell out the
name ADDAMS.

Each letter will be decorated by
the Westfield school system. It has
been described as “...a cross be-
tween The Hollywood sign and The
Cow Parade.” It will be a combina-
tion of original artwork and car-
toons.

Some of those images will come
from The Addams Family A New
Musical, which debuts on Broad-
way April 8.

The event will take place on Mon-
day, April 5, at 1 p.m. in Westfield.

Mr. Addams was an artist for The
New Yorker Magazine. He grew up
in Westfield and graduated
Westfield High School in 1929. He
drew more than 1,500 cartoons.
Some of these drawings were the

inspiration for “The Addams Fam-
ily.”

First a success on TV in the
1960’s, it then became a hit in movie
theaters in the 1990’s. Now, it pre-
mieres on Broadway this year, star-
ring Nathan Lane and Bebe
Neuwirth.

The “A Is For Addams” event has
been made to create awareness of
what a wonderful artist Mr. Addams
was. His affection for his home-
town of Westfield was shown in
several of his cartoons.

2009-2010 CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES  30th SEASON    MAPLEWOOD    WESTFIELD

MOSTLY MUSIC will present the fourth concert of its 30th Season on

SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2010
SPECIAL GUEST ARTISTS

DAVID CHAN, CYNTHIA PHELPS, viola
SHAI WOSNER, piano

MOZART: Duo For Violin & Viola in G      
BEETHOVEN: Piano Trio in D (“Ghost”)

BRAHMS: Piano Quartet in C Minor

MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH
600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.

Please note different location for Westfield concert!
WESTFIELD ~ FIRST METHODIST CHURCH

One East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.
Admission: $25, Seniors – $22, Students 10-21 – No Charge

UPCOMING CONCERT — SUNDAY, MAY 16
J. S. BACH: Brandenburg Concerti #3, 4, 5, 6

Ani, Carter and friends will come together for 
this gala concert in celebration of Mostly Music’s 
30th Year. We promise that it will not snow . . . 
just a lot of pleasure for everyone. We will be 
back at Temple Emanu-El for the 7:30 concert.

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

NJPAC, NJYT Host
Auditions for Musical, Rent
NEWARK – The New Jersey Per-

forming Arts Center (NJPAC) and
the New Jersey Youth Theatre
(NJYT), formerly known as the
Westfield Young Artists Coopera-
tive Theatre, has announced audi-
tion dates for their summer musical
collaboration on the Broadway-
changing, Pulitzer and Tony Award-
winning rock musical, Rent.

The production is part of the arts
center’s Summer Musical Program
and is scheduled to run in NJPAC’s
Victoria Theater July 16 to 25 and

tour to the Algonquin Arts Theatre
in Manasquan from July 30 to Au-
gust 8. Open call auditions will be
held on Saturday, April 10, from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. in NJPAC’s Victoria
Theater lobby.

There will also be an open call
held at the Algonquin Arts Theatre
on Saturday, April 3, from 1 to 4
p.m. Callbacks will take place at
NJPAC on Saturday, April 17, and
will be scheduled at the open call
auditions. Rehearsals for the cast
will run May 13 through June 19 on
Thursday and Friday evenings and
weekends. From June 21 through
July 15, rehearsals will be six days
a week from 3 to 11 p.m.

Rent’s powerful score and poi-
gnant story follow a year in the lives
of a group of impoverished young
artists living the disappearing Bo-
hemian lifestyle in New York’s East
Village. They help each other sur-
vive the physical and emotional
complications of AIDS, relation-
ships, and financial hardships.

Town Book Store Welcomes
‘Last Leaf’ Author, Lutz

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield will host a meet
and greet for Stuart Lutz, author of
“The Last Leaf: Voices of History’s
Last Known Survivors,” on Satur-
day, April 3, from 2 to 4 p.m. The
book contains interviews with people
who were the final eyewitness or last
survivors of historically important
events.

The wide-ranging stories run the
gamut from humor and tragedy to
adventure and bravery. To name a
few, meet the 1920 Olympic medal-
ist who stole the original Olympic
flag, the last survivor of the 1915
Lusitania sinking, the final Medal of
Honor recipient for actions on Pearl
Harbor Day and one of the last sci-
entists at the first nuclear chain reac-
tion, and the final Iwo Jima flag
raiser.

In more than three-dozen chap-
ters, Mr. Lutz blends background

Maplewood Author Chats With
Witnesses to Historical Change

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Once you start
reading, don’t expect to put down
Maplewood historian Stuart Lutz’s
“The Last Leaf: Voices of History’s
Last-Known Survivors.”

These accounts, which are being
hailed as “footnotes to history,” rep-

resent 10 years of dogged determina-
tion to search out and record the oral
history of the final survivor or the last
living person to witness an historical
event.

Mr. Lutz will be at the Town Book-
store in Westfield this Saturday, April
3, from 2 to 4 p.m. to greet readers
and sign books.

“The Last Leaf” answers the ques-
tions of anyone who has ever heard of
a significant event and said, “I wish I
could have been there and seen it for
myself.”

Forty first-person accounts are in-
corporated into the book, which took
Mr. Lutz 10 years to research and
write.

A sampling of the narratives in-
cludes witnesses to great historical
events, like Maudie Celia Hopkins,
the final Confederate Civil War
widow, and Frank Buckles, the last
American World War I veteran.

Mr. Lutz also interviewed survi-
vors, like Rose Freedman, the last
survivor of the Triangle Shirtwaist
Factory Fire, and Barbara Anderson

McDermott, the last passenger of the
sunken Lusitania.

The accounts of witnesses to tech-
nological innovation such as the com-
puter, radio and nuclear reaction, as
well as the stories of those who wit-
nessed milestones in sports and en-
tertainment, round out the book.

Pictures of the narrators both at the
time of the event and when inter-
viewed by Mr. Lutz accompany each
narrative.

“When the final [eyewitness to a
significant event] passes away, no
one can challenge our thinking about
that particular occurrence,” writes Mr.
Lutz in the introduction of his book.

“No witness can give a new per-
spective to old events or recount an-
ecdotes no one else knows,” he con-
tinues.

According to the author, the goal of
“The Last Leaf” is to fill in the gaps
between what actually happened and
the perspective, over time, which his-
tory gives to an event.

He traveled to 17 states to conduct
in-person interviews with the sub-
jects of the book.

These eyewitnesses ranged in age
from 80 to 101. Many narrators have

died since being interviewed.
One story Mr. Lutz finds especially

emotional and incredible is that of
Esther Raab, one of the last escapees
of the Nazi death camp, Sobibor.

“Hundreds of thousands of people
were killed at Sobibor, and she sur-
vived. Not only that, she plotted
against the Nazis and escaped. She
lived in a hayloft for a year as the war
wound down. After the war, she saw
one of the Sobibor commanders and
had him arrested,” Mr. Lutz recounts.

“The story easily could have taken
a tragic turn if one little thing differed
for her, but she miraculously man-
aged to survive it all, and even pros-
per,” he continues.

Mr. Lutz is the owner of Stuart Lutz
Historic Documents, Inc., a firm lo-
cated in Short Hills that buys, sells
and appraises historic documents,
letters and rare manuscripts.

He is currently working on “The
Last Leaf, Volume II” and requests
that anyone knowing a final survivor
of a historically significant event con-
tact him at TheLastLeaf@aol.com.

For more information on Mr. Lutz’s
book signing this Saturday, contact The
Town Bookstore at (908) 233-3535.

information in a lively narrative with
the words of the interviewees, so
that readers not familiar with the
historical episodes described can un-
derstand what occurred and the long-
term significance of the events.

Mr. Lutz, a Maplewood resident,
said he has always been fascinated
by the stories told by older people.
His interests in history and writing
come together in “The Last Leaf,”
where each chapter blends the narra-
tive of the “Last Leaves” with his-
torical background so readers can
understand what occurred and the
long-term importance of each event.

Mr. Lutz owns Stuart Lutz Historic
Documents, Inc., a firm that sells rare
letters and manuscripts. He has writ-
ten for American Heritage and Civil
War Times Illustrated, and has ap-
peared on National Public Radio.

To learn more, call (908) 233-
3535.

WHS Project ’79 Teacher Spends
Her Spring Break Helping Haiti
By MAGGIE DIGGORY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Earth science and
Project ’79 teacher Sara Soriente, a
passionate, demonstrative educator at
Westfield High School (WHS), knows
the best way to reach her students is by
example.

That is why she’s spending her spring
break this week in Fond Parisien, Haiti,
serving those affected by the January
earthquake through Foundation for

Peace. She is joining week seven of the
organization’s relief trips, which will
include tasks from digging latrine
trenches to simply playing games with
the children whose parents continue to
suffer from posttraumatic stress disor-
der.

While she cannot take all her stu-
dents with her to help, Ms. Soreinte’s
excitement to go down to Haiti has
been embraced and strengthened by
the WHS community. The school con-
tinues to hold various fundraisers, in-
cluding a coffeehouse late last month,
to help finance her trip. Before one
evening’s event, The Westfield Leader
and The Times spoke with Ms. Soreinte
about her upcoming trip.

The students at WHS have been re-
ceptive and “are willing to do a little
thing, like make brownies, sell tickets,
perform at the coffeehouse,” she said,
to see the trip succeed. For example, a
traveling bake sale went throughout the
school halls late last month. The trip is
“opening their eyes to what’s out there,”
Ms. Soriente added.

Her direct participation in going to
Haiti now began at one of Project ’79
daily staff meetings.

“How can we get our kids to do
something? They need to see things,”
the staff considered back in January
after the earthquake quickly disabled
the already-fragile Caribbean country.
After weighing possible classroom re-
sponses, Ms. Soriente volunteered to
go though the Foundation for Peace
organization.

She put herself on standby to go on

one of the their weekly trips to Fond
Parisien. Prior to learning she was
headed down in late March, Ms.
Soriente wanted to go during the brief
winter break in February but was not
given permission to go.

“I was discouraged,” she said and
had to wait to see if more trips would be
added by Foundation for Peace.

When she got the e-mail from the
director, Dr. Kenneth C. Culver, that
she was headed out for organization’s

seventh weekly trip, she wept tears of
joy.

“I can’t imagine doing anything else
during spring break,” she said.

Besides having WHS raise money to
sponsor Ms. Soriente’s trip, she’s also
bringing down toys such as deflated
soccer balls. Planet Honda of Union set
aside a portion of its car sales recently
and donated $12,000 in Ms. Soriente’s
name to Foundation for Peace.

She will not get the week off from
teaching, as a tent school meets twice a
day with 60 students in each session,
and she will also have the opportunity
to teach. Foundation for Peace is based
in the Dominican Republic, so she will
travel daily into Fond Parisien.

One of Thursday’s coffeehouse per-
formers, freshmen Danisha Field, spoke
to The Leader and The Times about why
she got involved in fundraising for Ms.
Soriente’s trip.

“Being there makes an impact,”
Danisha said. By having students con-
tribute their time to sponsoring Ms.
Soriente’s trip, their awareness of the
situation in Haiti and their direct par-
ticipation to help “puts it out there,
world-wide,” she concluded. The
Leader and The Times will meet again
with Ms. Soreinte after her return to
find out how the little things the stu-
dents at WHS did went a long way in
Fond Parisien, Haiti.

LENDING A HAND...WHS teacher Sara Soriente, above, volunteers in the
Dominican Republic earlier this year. This week, while the school is on spring
break, she is assisting the earthquake-stricken area of Fond Parisien, Haiti.

Paper Mill’s Smokey Joe’s
To Feature Broadway’s Finley

MILLBURN – The Paper Mill Play-
house has announced casting for
Smokey Joe’s Café. Directed by Mark
Hoebee with choreography by Denis
Jones, Smokey Joe’s Café will run at
the Millburn theater from April 7
through May 2.

Smokey Joe’s Café will play the
following performance schedule:
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m., Thursdays
at 1:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., Fridays at
8 p.m., Saturdays at 1:30 and 8 p.m.

and Sundays at 1:30 and 7 p.m. Single
tickets are now on sale and range in
price from $25 to $92. Student rush
tickets are $20 and are available the
day of performance in person with
current student ID.

In Smokey Joe’s Café, which fea-
tures a live band, audiences will enjoy
classics like “Hound Dog,” “Stand by
Me” and “On Broadway.”

Smokey Joe’s Café brings a deco-
rated cast to the Paper Mill stage,
including Felicia Finley, who has per-
formed in the Broadway productions
of The Wedding Singer; Aida and
Smokey Joe ‘s Café. Ms. Finley previ-
ously appeared at Paper Mill Play-
house as Pinky in Happy Days — A
New Musical. Ms. Finley also per-
formed in the Off-Broadway produc-
tion of The Wild Party.

Bernard Dotson recently performed
in the Broadway production of Finian’s
Rainbow. Mr. Dotson’ s other Broad-
way credits include: Imaginary
Friends, Sweet Smell of Success,
Dreamgirls, Jesus Christ Super Star,
Ragtime and Chicago.

Tickets may be purchased by call-
ing (973) 376-4343 or at the Paper
Mill Box Office on Brookside Drive in
Miliburn or online at papermill.org.

Curtains Correction
From Last Week

SCOTCH PLAINS-
FANWOOD – In last week’s re-
view of Curtains, performed at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, an error was made.

Matt Glassett played the role of
Sydney Bernstein, not Matt Har-
ris. We regret the mistake.

Cranford Hosts National
Poetry Month, April 8

CRANFORD – The Hanson Park
Conservancy will host “A Night of
Poetry” in celebration of National
Poetry Month on Thursday, April 8,
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the historic Hanson
House, located at 38 Springfield Av-
enue in Cranford. The featured read-
ers will be three local, accomplished
poets: Deborah LaVeglia and John
McDermott of Cranford, and Tom

Plante of Fanwood.
After the featured readers, the floor

will be open to any aspiring poets
who would like to read one poem.
Donations will be gladly accepted at
the door. For information about the
Hanson Park Conservancy, visit:
hansonparkconservancy.com.

Ms. LaVeglia is director of the Po-
ets Wednesday reading series at the
Barron Arts Center in Woodbridge.
She often works in schools as a visit-
ing poet and she has performed at
readings throughout New Jersey, New
York and Pennsylvania. Her most trea-
sured publication is an essay she wrote
about Anne Sexton, which was pub-
lished in College English Notes.

Mr. McDermott has taught English
in China and Japan. He is an associate
professor of English as a Second Lan-
guage at Union County College. He
has been a featured reader at the Dodge
Poetry Festival and has worked with
teachers and students in workshops at
high schools and teen arts festivals for
many years. His most recent poetry
collection is “The Long Way Home.”

Mr. Plante was a writer for several
newspapers, including the Berkeley
Barb, the Irish Echo and the Courier
News. He has participated in poetry
readings in the San Francisco Bay
Area and throughout the Garden State
since moving to New Jersey in 1986.
He edits Exit 13 Magazine, an annual
journal of poetry that he has pub-
lished in Fanwood since 1988.

Seating for the April 8 poetry read-
ing at the Hanson House is limited.
For more information, call the
Cranford Recreation Department at
(908) 709-7283.


