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Asm. Bramnick to Kick Off
2010 Hale Speaker Series

Asm. Jon Bramnick

WESTFIELD – Jon Bramnick, New
Jersey Assembly Conference Leader,
will discuss “Trenton: An Inside Look
at State Government Decision Mak-
ing” on Thursday, April
8, at 7:30 p.m. His talk
will take place in the
Westfield Municipal
Building Community
Room, located at 425 East
Broad Street.

This program will be
the first in the 2010 Anne
M. Hale Speaker Series,
funded by the Thomas
Glasser Foundation and
the Anne and Lee Hale
Fund. Hosted by the Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library, the se-
ries is named in honor of Anne Hale,
an active Westfield resident and li-
brary patron who died in 2007.

Mr. Bramnick, a Westfield resi-
dent, is serving his fourth term in the
Assembly, where he is the second-
highest-ranking member of the Re-
publican caucus. A certified civil trial
attorney, he is a partner in the firm of
Bramnick, Rodriguez, Mitterhoff,
Grabas and Woodruff in Scotch Plains.

He won the title of Funniest Lawyer
in New Jersey for three straight years
in the 1990s, and often serves as a

volunteer comedic auctioneer at events
sponsored by non-profit groups.

Assemblyman Bramnick was
named the Union County Bar

Association’s Professional
Attorney of the Year in 2007
and also was awarded the
John Demarco Humanitar-
ian Award by the AIDS Ben-
efit Committee of the state
in 2006.

He previously served as an
assistant professor of busi-
ness law at Rider University
and as an adjunct professor
at Rutgers University. Mr.
Bramnick was graduated Phi

Beta Kappa, magna cum laude from
Syracuse University and received his
law degree from Hofstra University.

The talk is open to the public. Those
planning to attend are asked to register
on the Westfield Memorial Library’s
website, wmlnj.org, or to call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 7926.

Also scheduled to speak later this
year in the Hale Series are former
Major League baseball player Jeff
Torborg and New York City Health
Commissioner Dr. Thomas Farley,
both Westfield natives, as well as
author and researcher Arthur
Lefkowitz.

POLICE BLOTTER

Senior Council Announces
Technology Fair Next Week
MOUNTAINSIDE – On Thursday,

April 8, the Union County Senior
Citizens Council will hold a Technol-
ogy Fair at L’Affaire, located at 1099
Route 22, East, in Mountainside.

The purpose of this event will be to
show how technology can make a dif-
ference in people’s lives. “In today’s
world, it seems that everything and
everybody is going hi-tech,” said Ellen
Steinberg, chairman of the Senior Citi-
zens Council. “Whether it is phoning,
texting, going online or just watching
television, the options seem endless
and can often be intimidating, frustrat-
ing and just unworkable.”

“Although there are seniors who
already use the computer for e-mail-
ing, banking and online shopping, there
are many others who want to become
more computer literate,” said Richard
Stone, executive director of the Union
County Senior Citizens Council.

“But the Technology Fair is not just
about computers,” he added. “It’s
about cell phones, it’s about cable,
it’s about personal alarm systems. We
want to ‘demystify’ technology and
show the advantages it offers.”

Doors will open at 9 a.m., with a
continental breakfast included. At-
tendees will have the opportunity to
browse the informational exhibits on
display. Besides the exhibit tables,
there will be a formal program featur-
ing speakers from AT&T, Verizon,
Best Buy and one of the personal

alarm companies. Additionally, Ellen
Zwierzynski from Social Security will
discuss why and how the government
is becoming online friendly.

The formal program will run from
10:15 to 11:30 a.m., with time allot-
ted for questions at the end.

“Our goal is to provide informa-
tion for our seniors,” noted Ms.
Steinberg. “However, this program is
relevant and open to everyone.”

For more information, call the
Union County Senior Citizens Coun-
cil at (908) 964-7555. The Senior
Citizens Council is a not-for-profit
organization devoted to the needs of
older Americans, their families and
caregivers.

Reflexologist to Be Speaker
At AARP Meeting Monday

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter 4137 of the American As-
sociation of Retired Persons
(AARP) will meet on Monday, April
5, at 1 p.m. at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, located at Jerusalem
Road and Plainfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

Program Chairwoman Ilse
Heinemeyer has arranged for Janet
Adam of Bound Brook, a New Jer-
sey certified reflexologist and New
Jersey certified massage therapist,
to be guest speaker. In her reflexol-
ogy practice, she helps people to
gain and maintain good balance and
inner peace with their body through
their feet. She hopes to demonstrate
this on a willing participant during
the program.

The chapter’s business meeting
will follow the program. A day trip
is planned for Wednesday, April 28,
to the Hunterdon Hills Playhouse
for a performance of The Sunshine
Boys. The $73 cost includes the
show, luncheon, bus and gratuity.
Payment is due at the April 5 meet-
ing. Interested persons are asked to
call Katherine at (908) 232-1362.

Chapter members are asked to
contribute to the group’s commu-
nity service projects of helping the
Westfield Food Pantry with dona-
tions of non-perishable food items,
toothpaste, soap and other toilet-

ries, and donations of items to
Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County that can be used as
bingo prizes for patients.

Westfield
Monday, March 22, Luz M.

Alverez, 45, of Roselle Park was ar-
rested after responding to Westfield
police headquarters to satisfy an ac-
tive Westfield warrant in the amount
of $175. She was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Monday, March 22, James Pflug,
51, of Clark was arrested near the
intersection of Mountain and Kimball
Avenues and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) and refusal
to give breath samples. He was re-
leased with summonses on his own
recognizance to a responsible adult.

Tuesday, March 23, Keyshaw James,
19, of Plainfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on a Westfield traf-
fic warrant in the amount of $206. He
was released after bail was posted, pend-
ing assignment of a court date.

Tuesday, March 23, Kathy Day, 38,
of New York City was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an
Eagleswood traffic warrant in the
amount of $200. She was released
after bail was posted, pending assign-
ment of a court date.

Tuesday, March 23, Gerard Thomp-
son, 45, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding Westfield criminal
warrant in the amount of $500, pursu-
ant to a prisoner pickup at Plainfield
police headquarters. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and held in lieu of
bail. A court date was pending.

Wednesday, March 24, Brittinee
Campbell, 19, of Magnolia, Del. was
arrested on an outstanding Roseland
traffic warrant in the amount of $430,
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop on the
300 block of East North Avenue.
Campbell was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after bail was posted pending
assignment of a court date.

Wednesday, March 24, Latoyta
Fields-Thomas, 26, of Newark was
arrested on multiple traffic warrants
during a traffic stop in the area of
West North Avenue and Central Av-
enue. They included four warrants
out of Newark, in the amount of $831;
one warrant from Irvington, in the
amount of $200, and one warrant from
Secaucus, in the amount of $750.

After being transported to Westfield
police headquarters for processing,
Fields-Thomas was found to be in
possession of suspected cocaine, au-
thorities said. Fields-Thomas was
charged with possession of cocaine,
with bail set at $1,000. She was un-
able to post bail and was held pending
transport to the Union County jail.

Thursday, March 25, Edward T.
Nugent, III, 18, of Westfield was ar-
rested on Central Avenue near Park Street
on a Westfield traffic warrant in the
amount of $175. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 25, a small plastic
bag containing suspected marijuana
was recovered in the parking lot of the
Westfield Municipal Building.

Thursday, March 25, Shannon
Harrison, 24, of Plainfield was ar-
rested after responding to Westfield
police headquarters to satisfy an ac-
tive Westfield traffic warrant in the
amount of $99. She was processed
and released after posting bail.

Thursday, March 25, a resident of
the 100 block of East Dudley Avenue
reported the theft of an iPhone from
the victim’s motor vehicle. The theft
occurred sometime in November of
2009. The matter was forwarded to the
Westfield Police Department’s Detec-
tive Bureau for further investigation.

Thursday, March 25, the foster par-
ents of a 17-year-old female reported
her missing or having run away. She was
reported to have left her residence riding
a Schwinn Ranger mountain bicycle,
red in color with patches of gray. A
county-wide alert was broadcast. At the
time of the report, all efforts to locate the
juvenile had been unsuccessful.

Friday, March 26, Vanessa Jeanot,
22, of Plainfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield warrant for a
traffic violation. She was processed
and released after posting $99 bail.

Friday, March 26, Theresa R.
Brown, 42, of Garwood was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on
an outstanding Westfield traffic war-
rant. She was processed and released
after posting $225 bail.

Friday, March 26, Edis Padilla, 24,
of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop at West North Av-
enue and Charles Street. Padilla was
released after posting $200 bail.

Sunday, March 28, Jillian Wilchez,
28, of Jersey City was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield warrant in the
amount of $500 after being taken into
custody in Fanwood. She was pro-
cessed and, unable to post bail, turned
over to the Union County jail.

Sunday, March 28, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Victor Pinho, 26, of Jersey City was
arrested on Lamberts Mill Road and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia.

Mountainside
Wednesday, March 24, Michael B.

Stewart, 24, of Newark was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of New-
ark, for $250, and Bridgewater, for
$287. He also was charged with driv-
ing with a suspended license.

Wednesday, March 24, Bruce J. Thiel,
56, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with driving under the influ-
ence following a traffic accident on
Mountain Avenue near Borough Hall.
Officers reported detecting a strong odor
of an alcoholic beverage on Thiel. He
also was issued summonses for failure
to report an accident, leaving the scene
of an accident, careless driving, being
an uninsured motorist and operating an
unregistered vehicle.

Police impounded the vehicle and
transported Thiel to police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and re-

leased to a responsible adult.
Thursday, March 25, Felicia R. Willis,

42, of East Orange was arrested on a
contempt of court warrant out of
Montclair for $165. She also was is-
sued summonses for failure to maintain
lamps on her motor vehicle and failure
to exhibit documents to police.

Thursday, March 25, Jaalil Spruiel,
23, of Plainfield was arrested on a
contempt of court warrant out of
Mountainside for $600.

Friday, March 26, Steven C. Rick,
25, of Belleville was arrested on out-
standing warrants out of Clifton, for
$89, and Jersey City, for $100.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, March 23, Shayna Polk,

21, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
she was processed and released.

Tuesday, March 23, Jared Jones, 21,
of Hamilton was arrested and charged
with possession of marijuana. He was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Wednesday, March 24, Leonard
Arce, 39, of Rahway was arrested on
an outstanding warrant. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released.

Wednesday, March 24, a student at
the Union County Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools reported that someone
removed his cell phone from his back-
pack. The phone was valued at ap-
proximately $200, police said.

Wednesday, March 24, a Spruce
Mill Lane resident reported being a
victim of harassment. She stated that
she received a call from a former
neighbor who said she would damage
the victim’s property if she ever parks
in her parking spot again.

Thursday, March 25, a manager of
a Route 22 gas station reported that a
customer received $50 worth of gas
and handed the attendant $20 before
driving away.

Thursday, March 25, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that she was
waiting for a check from her college
in the amount of $3,000. College per-
sonnel stated that it had been mailed,
but she never received it. The check
has since been cashed, police said.

Thursday, March 25, a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone
entered her unlocked motor vehicle
and removed her purse, which con-
tained a credit card and cash.

Friday, March 26, a student at
Mount Saint Mary Academy reported
that while playing in a lacrosse game
against Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School she was called multiple de-
rogatory names by some of the fans.

Saturday, March 27, a student at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
reported that someone removed her
iPod touch from her locker. The iPod
was valued at $100, police said.

Sunday, March 28, Manuel Perez-
Cabrera, 36, of Basking Ridge was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
after being stopped for a motor ve-
hicle violation. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was
processed and released.

Sunday, March 28, Eboni Crawford,
26, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. She was
transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released.

Fanwood
Tuesday, March 23, Randolph

Reina, 49, of Plainfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop at South
and Beech Avenues on a Scotch Plains
warrant in the amount of $58. He was
released after posting bail.

Tuesday, March 23, Walter McCann,
III, 27, of Elizabeth was arrested pur-
suant to a police investigation of a one-
car motor vehicle accident at Midway
and Martine Avenues. He was charged
with operating a motor vehicle under
the influence and careless driving.
McCann was processed and released
to a responsible individual.

Wednesday, March 24, Mustafa
McDaniels, 26, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop at
North and Hetfield Avenues. Initially
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
he subsequently was charged with pro-
viding false information to a law en-
forcement officer. McDaniels also was
arrested on active warrants from
Plainfield and Hillside, in the amounts
of $650 and $1,750, respectively. Bail
was set at $2,900 on the Fanwood
charge. Unable to post bail, he was
transported to the Union County jail.

Kim Harriatt, 44, of Magnolia, a
passenger in McDaniels’ vehicle, also
was arrested and charged with pro-
viding false information to a law en-
forcement officer. She was released
with a summons pending a court date.

Thursday, March 25, a local busi-
nessman came into police headquar-
ters to report a theft of services. He
stated that he had towed a motor ve-
hicle, after which the vehicle’s owner
paid with a check in the amount of
$353.64 and the vehicle was released.
The check was then cancelled. The
matter remains under investigation.

Friday, March 26, a police officer
on routine patrol noticed graffiti on
telephone poles in the areas of Mid-
way Avenue and Tillotson Road and
Midway Avenue and Forest Road.
Public Service Electric and Gas was
notified and the matter remains under
police investigation.

Saturday, March 27, a resident of
the 20 block of Poplar Place called
police to report someone had entered
his motor vehicle sometime between 5
p.m. the previous day and 12:45 p.m.
on Saturday. The glove box and center
console were rifled through. Accord-
ing to police, the only thing missing
was a $5 bill from the glove box.

Sunday, March 28, Rubin Ander-
son, 31, of Plainfield was arrested on
the 40 block of South Avenue on a
Linden warrant in the amount of
$1,300 following a motor vehicle stop
for a motor vehicle violation. He was
released after posting bail.

Plainfield Resident Charged
In Stabbing Death of Man

AREA – Authorities have charged
a Plainfield woman with the stabbing
death of a 36-year-old man, said
Union County Prosecutor Theodore
J. Romankow.

Markita Norris, 22, is being held
on $500,000 bail at the Union County
jail in connection with the homicide
of Bruce Rivera, of Plainfield, that
occurred early Sunday morning.

Just after 2 a.m. on March 28, police
were called to the corner of Central
Avenue and West 7th Street, where they
discovered Mr. Rivera and another man
suffering from stab wounds. Mr. Rivera
was pronounced dead at 2:27 a.m. while
en route to a local hospital, said Mr.
Romankow. The other victim, a 34-
year-old man from Plainfield, remains
in critical but stable condition at Robert
Wood Johnson University Hospital in

New Brunswick, according to Mr.
Romankow.

Norris was arrested shortly after
the stabbing by members of the
Plainfield Police Department. She was
first charged with weapons posses-
sion. On Monday afternoon, the
Prosecutor’s Office charged her with
first degree murder. Malcolm Hunter,
of Plainfield, also was arrested with
Norris. He is charged with weapons
possession and eluding police. His
bail is set at $500,000.

The investigation is continuing and
anyone with information is urged to
call Detective Kevin Grimmer of the
Union County Homicide Task Force
at (908) 447-3777. These criminal
charges are mere accusations. The
defendants are presumed innocent
until proven guilty in a court of law.

CAU Is Looking
For Volunteer Tutors
AREA – Community Access Un-

limited is seeking volunteers to teach
adult members with literacy issues
who show a need for assistance in this
area for one hour a week.

Volunteers are needed to help them
improve their reading skills so they
are able to fill out forms and feel a
sense of accomplishment. Adults also
need tutoring in basic computer skills,
such as accessing the Internet. Those
interested in helping people on a one-
to-one level, and who have one hour
a week to spare, may call Debra at
(908) 354-3040, extension no. 369.

A Taste For Hope®
On Tap on April 9

SUMMIT – CancerCare of New
Jersey will present A Taste For
Hope® on Friday, April 9, from 6 to
9:30 p.m. at The Grand Summit Hotel
in Summit. Berkeley Wine Co. will
be the sponsor.

This year’s Ben Yedlin Award hon-
oree will be Ed Jarbath, a partner with
ScienceFirst, for his dedication and
loyalty to CancerCare. Attendees will
have an opportunity to sample food
and fine wine within a social and cock-
tail setting. There also will be a chance
auction and music. Approximately 200
guests are expected to attend.

“The proceeds of this event will
ensure the continuity of CancerCare
services in New Jersey,” stated
Stephanie Karlo, regional director.
“We provide help to more than 11,000
New Jersey residents every year.”

Tickets are $75 per person in ad-
vance or $85 at the door. For more
information on A Taste for Hope®,
or to participate as a wine or food
vendor, contact Katelyn Foran at
(201) 301-6812 or via e-mail at
kforan@cancercare.org.

DYFS DONATION…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Newcomers’ Club recently
held its annual spring egg hunt. The Easter Bunny made an appearance and the
children of club members enjoyed hunting for eggs. Additionally, the club
collected many brand-new food and clothing items to be donated to the Division
of Youth and Family Services (DYFS), part of the New Jersey Department of
Children and Families. Abigail Conklin, daughter of Club President Cheryl
Conklin, is pictured donating some items to DYFS.


