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‘Board Watch’ Holds School Boards
Accountable for Performance

Support Arts Education
America cannot be a great nation with-

out supporting arts. Please support arts
education.

Margaret Kwas
Westfield

New Amendment to
The U.S. Constitution
I sure wish I knew someone in politics

who knew how to get this concept going:
Congress shall make no law that ap-

plies to the citizens of the United States
that does not apply equally to the Senators
and/or Representatives; and, Congress
shall make no law that applies to the
Senators and/or Representatives that does
not apply equally to the citizens of the
United States.

This new amendment must be retroac-
tive so “Obama Care” will also apply to
all who are in power right now. I am
surprised it has taken so long for someone
to think of this.

John Mancini
Westfield

‘Remarkable’ That Unions are
Willing to Sacrifice Jobs, Not Raises

Elmblad Asks for Your
Vote for MS BOE

Hopefully, the residents of
Mountainside have had the opportunity
to review the Board of Education Candi-
dates’ Forum on TV Channel 35 held at
the Beachwood School on the evening of
March 24.

After hearing and receiving feedback
from community members, it is clear the
residents of Mountainside desire better
communication from our schools. Par-
ents and community members alike con-
firmed support of their commitment to
maintaining an excellent public educa-
tion for students by presenting relevant
and timely questions to the each of the
candidates.

I, Lauren Elmblad, am dedicated to
being an advocate for the children of
Mountainside and ensuring these posi-
tive results continue, especially during
times of economic hardships. It is even
more important now for members of the
Mountainside Board of Education to
maintain fiscal responsibility while con-
tinuing to ensure high standards of aca-
demic excellence.

For improved communication, fiscal
responsibility and experience to make the
critical decisions necessary to lead the
Mountainside School District into the
future, remember to vote Line 2 for Lauren
Elmblad on April 20.

Lauren Elmblad
Mountainside BOE Candidate

A Long Way from Being ‘Once Great’

‘How Dare Governor and Legislature
Cut Taxes on the Rich,’ Writes Citizen

My name is Mitch Slater and I am the
only non-incumbent running for the
Westfield School Board on April 20.

This has been an extraordinarily chal-
lenging time for Westfield Schools and
those charged with budget allocation and
defining the future of the district’s educa-
tional excellence. The school board, along
with the superintendent, defines the vi-
sion and sets goals for our children’s
education. But who holds the school board
accountable? There should be no rubber
stamp of proposals without first asking
hard questions and, more importantly,
getting the community input.

One idea that has spread through vari-
ous regions across America is called
“Board Watch.” This innovative program
recruits and trains volunteers to evaluate
the performance of the school board on
five good governance practices: focus
and mission, transparency, conduct, role
clarity and competency during public
meetings. Every three or four months
“Board Watch” issues a type of “report
card” on these measures, as well as the
board’s overall performance, and makes
recommendations on how the board can
improve. It’s a great way to engage the
community and hold the board account-

able.
After attending the last few school board

meetings, it is clear to me the community
wants not only to be heard, but to take on
a more direct role in the key decisions
facing the board and administration.  Lets
face it — public schools belong to the
public. You fund them, (certainly not the
state anymore) and you deserve a voice.

I hope to represent that voice if elected,
but more importantly, to work hard to
make community relations a more inte-
gral part of every board meeting and
every board decision.

We need to be forward looking in order
to adapt our towns’ educational system to
the evolving needs of the economy and
the realities of our changing society. This
effort will require the collaboration of our
excellent teachers, administrators, and
most importantly you — the voters of
Westfield.

I welcome your thoughts. Please e-
mail me at slateronboard@gmail.com or
join my Westfield Facebook Community
Group — Slater on Board 2010.

Mitch Slater
Westfield BOE Candidate

As school boards prepare and present
their budgets in these difficult times, we
note that there are those places where
teachers and school boards have con-
structively recognized the reality they
confront. Understandably, no one is
pleased with absorbing such large cuts in
their education aid. But there are those
districts that have chosen what is clearly
the correct, reasonable and responsible
path: forgoing raises to avert or at least
minimize tax increases, layoffs of teach-
ers and staff or program cuts. In contrast,
that is what is happening in the
Bridgewater-Raritan School district, as
reported (March 25) in The Star-Ledger.

The school board asked the teachers’

union to forgo $403,000 in tuition reim-
bursements and reduce its scheduled 4-
percent raise – not eliminate it, just re-
duce it – to 2.5 percent. The answer from
the union: Absolutely not. The union in-
stead will force the school board to go
forward with a large staff reduction. This
is a stunning example of the will of the
few – the leaders of a teachers’ union
overriding the larger public interest. We
find it remarkable that the local bargain-
ing unit is so willing to sacrifice jobs of its
own members at a time when relatively
little is being asked of them.

Michael Drewniak
Governor Christie’s Press Secretary

How does this governor and legislature
dare to balance the budget on the backs of
honest working people and their families
and cut taxes on the rich? It seems to be
continuing the same story with a new
cast: protection of special interests and
their elitist buddies at the expense of the
middle class. It’s easy to destroy public

education when your children attend pri-
vate school. Government should be “for
the people and by the people.” These
decisions smack of inequity and irrespon-
sibility.

Lisa Quackenbush
 Westfield

In First Ward Town Council member
Frank Arena’s letter to The Westfield
Leader on March 25, he referred to the
USA as “once great.” I find it shocking
that our elected official would refer to our
country in such a condescending manner.

There is no doubt that our country faces
major challenges today. However, our coun-
try has survived civil war, two world wars,
Korea, Vietnam, Iraq, Afghanistan, reces-
sions and the depression. We have not only
survived all these events and challenges, we
have thrived and we have outpaced our
fellow countries in this world and we will
continue to do so. That is because we are and
always will be the greatest country in the
world. We have done this best when we all
work together. We should all follow Mr.
Arena’s suggestion from his letter to The
Leader of March 17, 2005. He said then that
we all should, “…have respect for the Presi-
dent of the United States and all the respon-
sibilities of that office.”

Especially when we all work together,
we are a very long way from being “once
great.”

Mr. Arena calls Governor Christie
“brave.” He may be decisive in cutting
expenses, but he was reckless in giving

the towns such a short period of time to
execute these reductions. He was reck-
less when he sent [Education Commis-
sioner] Bret Schundler to meet with the
state’s school boards to advise them that
there would be as much as a 15-percent
reduction and then a week later revise that
to a 90-percent reduction for Westfield.

The impact for Westfield is either a
reduction of the teachers’ new raises or an
elimination of 12 teaching positions and
the ensuing erosion of quality of our school
system. Perhaps Governor Christie should
have not allowed the so-called “million-
aires’ tax” to expire. That, combined with
the state’s teachers’ salary freeze, would
probably prevent the planned elimination
of as many as 7,000 teacher positions in
this state.

Westfielders will do what they can to
support, through paying for extracurricu-
lar activities and supporting the teachers
as much as they can, to continue the
excellence of our school system. We will
all work together to overcome these chal-
lenges.

Jim Baker
Westfield

Ed. Funding Needs Equitable Aid,
Not Reliance on Property Taxes

I had written earlier about my belief
that consolidation and shared services
will play an important role in the funding
of education going forward. Recent events
out of Trenton warrant some additional
thoughts.

1, The current Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education (SP-F BOE) deserves
our deep thanks for the balanced and
thoughtful approach it has taken toward
the budget to date, for the contract that it
negotiated with our teachers that had
merit- based on then-current circum-
stances, and for the restraint it has shown
subsequently in the face of much pressure
when those circumstances changed. As I
said before, it is a labor of love.

 2, I cannot comment on the disparity
between guidance given by the Christie
Administration to school boards and the
ultimate implementation of aid cuts be-
yond supposition that it involves calcula-
tions involving politics and judicial re-
view.

However, painful though it may be in
the near term, to the extent that serious
issues such as teacher contracts, the costs
associated with multiple school districts
and administrators; and a fair look at the
benefits and costs to all participants in the
process – students, teachers, administra-
tors, and all taxpayers – are being dis-
cussed seriously for what seems to be the
first time, we may indeed be seeing the
beginning of a basic restructuring of edu-
cation in New Jersey.

I anticipate that shared services will
figure prominently in that restructuring.

3, I have a saying that, “Where one
stands is a function of where one sits.”

How one feels about how the near-term
pain of the Christie cuts are distributed
depends on how much time one has to
adjust to the situation, one’s core values
(and those of the community as a whole)
and how one believes the longer-term
will play out. When one has three days to
plug a $3.4-million shortfall, layoffs and
increased class sizes figure prominently
and that was my advice to the board when
community input was solicited (a signifi-
cant tax hike being pretty much a given in
any eventuality).

With more time one can contemplate a
greater range of options including those I
am proposing for a greater regionalization
and rationalization of administrative ser-
vices, but in the near term it would be
irresponsible to rule out further signifi-
cant layoffs and increased class sizes.

For the record, I am not against in-
creased class sizes per se, but understand
(and have been reminded) that commu-
nity values and current teaching methods
both dictate that this should indeed be a
last resort.

(In the interests of full disclosure I
went to a parochial elementary school in
Roselle and was taught by the Sisters of
St. Joseph, Chestnut Hill).

4, I do believe that, longer term, the
state will have to move toward a more
equitable system of aid allocation, and
away from reliance on property taxes as a
primary means of funding education. But
one must live in the present, and the
present is going to be (undeniably) pain-
ful.

Michael Lewis, Candidate,
SP-F BOE Fanwood seat

Hocus-Pocus Healthcare and
‘Abracadabra Academics’

“The first of April is the day we remember what we
are the other 364 days of the year.” — Mark Twain.

Today, Thursday, most residents are careful about
believing what they hear or see because of April
Fools’ Day. They don’t want to get
hooked by a prank.

We are careful today, as well –
about believing things like how hocus-
pocus healthcare is going to help us.
A lot of fools were involved in pass-
ing something with a “nuclear op-
tion,” now they are trying to read and
write what they passed under the pre-
tense of “reconciliation.”

They were not foolish enough to be
vexed by the Constitution or to have
their prattle relevant to themselves.
The good of the debate was discarded
as inconvenient. The greasing of
palms, pay-offs for votes, are “à la
carte” and the burden on our genera-
tion – and those of future generations – is “carte
blanche.” This is not willy-nilly. This monkeyshine
is notably more than an April Fools’ Day shenani-
gan.

The April Fools’ Day tradition is thought to have
started in France around 1582. Prior to that, the New
Year was celebrated for eight days, beginning on
March 25 and ending on April 1. Charles IX changed
the calendar then. The Gregorian calendar was intro-
duced, and New Year’s Day was moved to January 1.

However, news back then traveled by foot, and
many did not learn of the calendar change for several
years. Others refused to accept the new calendar and
continued to celebrate the New Year on April 1. The
populace labeled these people as “fools” and sub-
jected them to ridicule. They were made the butt of
practical jokes.

This tradition of pranks on the first day of April

spread to England and Scotland in the 18th century
and was then introduced to the American colonies.
For the most part, April Fools’ Day is supposed to be
a funfest, where some carry out their brand of humor

at the expense of others.
Pranks on April Fools’ Day range

from simply saying, “Your shoe’s
untied!” or perhaps setting a
roommate’s alarm clock back an hour.
Whatever the gag, the trickster ends it
by yelling to his victim, “April Fool!”

The local April Fools’ Day derision
this year falls on April 20, when the
public is asked to vote on school
budgets. The hot foot seems to be on
the teachers’ union, the New Jersey
Education Association (NJEA), so
accustomed to marketing “Vote ‘Yes’
on the Budget” and “Do it for the
Kids.” With $140 million in union
dues to trundle their tune, we find it

hard to imagine what they would say. The irony is
that their missives impel layoffs of their members –
and that’s no joke. Teachers are people, too.

The BOEs and unions keep telling the public how
they are slashing budgets and saving money. Yet
taxes keep rising. Did the Westfield BOE and unions
agree in contract for $10 million or so in salary
increases to save $4 million in healthcare? If so,
that’s “Abracadabra Academics.”

We think the teachers’ unions should better con-
sider their members and hold true to their profession
of educating the children. Teachers, or any other
public employee of good standing for that matter,
should not lose their jobs during this time that
society reconciles the fiscal imperatives.

Were Samuel Langhorne Clemens alive today,
would our naiveté lead him to shout:

 April Fool!?!

Mark Twain

There’s Something Wrong With the Funding Formula;
There’s A ‘Bully in The Schoolyard’

Many articles, editorials, and letters
to the editor have been written over the
past two weeks regarding Governor
Christie’s slashing of state aide to public
schools, while maintaining 100 percent
aide to charter schools. School districts
were originally told to prepare for a 15
percent reduction. We were all caught
off guard when the governor mandated
that public schools slash their budgets
by 5 percent.

This drastic change cut over 90 percent
of funding to Westfield. Although I have
disagreed at times with others’ views on
the topic, I think it is important to note that
the common thread in every article I have
read is that there is something wrong with
the funding formula. There is something
wrong when a district like Westfield, a
public school, receives less than 1 percent
of its funding from the state.

Not only are the cuts drastic, but the
governor mandated that schools make
these cuts in only six days. How can
boards of education be fiscally respon-
sible with such unreasonable time con-
straints?

I have been a school counselor in

Westfield for 10 years and president of
the Westfield Education Association for
two. I grew up here, graduated from
Westfield High School in 1991 and pur-
chased a home here in 1999. I see the hard
work and dedication of our teachers, not
only in the building where I work, but in
the schools that my sons attend. I am
lucky to live in such a wonderful commu-
nity where education is a top priority and
where each and every child is challenged
on a daily basis.

With all that has transpired in Trenton
recently, it appears that our newly-elected
governor has a vendetta against public
education. He is the “bully” in the
schoolyard, the bully we vehemently pro-
tect our children from.

The Westfield Education Association
understands the difficult economic times
we are all living in. Healthcare costs have
skyrocketed, and we realize that it is
imperative for each educator to pay for a
portion of their healthcare. With that in
mind, we were able to save the district
over one million dollars by eliminating
the indemnity plan. This is actually a
saving of four million dollars over the life

of the contract. We agreed to increase our
co-pays for office visits and our co-pays
for prescriptions. We held stipend posi-
tions flat for year one, and slowed the
increment in years two and three. The
starting salary in year one will not in-
crease, it will also be held flat. Working
together, we were able to secure a raise
that came in well below the county aver-
age. All of this was done in February
with the intention of bringing a fair and
reasonable school budget to the public in
April.

It has not been an easy week for public
schools. Westfield is unique in the sense
that we have always had an open and
working relationship with the board of
education and superintendent. Although
times are lean, and cuts are imminent,
we will continue to provide the best
quality education to the students of
Westfield.

Our community will get through this.
In the long run, the bully never prevails.

Kim Schumacher
President,

Westfield Education Association
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
Administration Building
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mngr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’ELia, Public Info.
908-527-4419

sdelia@ucnj.org
Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair

dsullivan@ucnj.org

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Goladar – In East India, one who has

charge of a storehouse
2. Ferdness – The state of being afraid
3. Felo-de-se – Suicide
4. Culverin – A musket or cannon used

in the Middle Ages

CURASSOW
1. A bird of South and Central America

similar to the turkey
2. A liquor of the West Indies with an

orange flavor
3. A species of sandpiper
4. A soft-shelled river tortoise

CAPILLATURE
1. A narrow passageway or crawl space

in a cave
2. The striking part of a flail
3. The act of dressing the hair
4. Skylight that admits or deflects light

FLAGITIOUS
1. Biting; very tart
2. Shameful; corrupt
3. Unfaithful; perfidious
4. Strong; powerful

FIANTS
1. Straw
2. Poise; dignity
3. Fat; blubber
4. The dung of a fox, wolf or badger

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
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