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30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

CLASSIC
CONSTRUCTION

Expert
Craftsmanship

908 233 6161
WESTFIELD, NJ

Call Ian for a free estimate
www.classicconstructionservice.com

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

908-232-1937

  

Custom Remodeling 
& Home Repair 

QQuality Work   
 

 
 
 Reasonable Rates 

 
www.JoeGuarraci.com 

 

908-930-8059 
Licensed & Insured        NJ#13VH03794700

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

908-686-0930

HeHeating & Air Conditioning

Call about the New Jersey Clean
Energy Program 50% rebates on

HVAC replacements

Coronation Mechanical

Installation - Replacement - Service

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Goods & Services You NeedSingle Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $475

email PDF Ad file to:
sales@goleader.com

 Lic# 13VH03942000 • Free Designs & Consultation

Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

** Best Rates In Town **

908-209-0104 • brogankelly@comcast.net

Kitchens & Baths – New & Restored

Custom Built-ins, Trim, Flooring

Finished Basements & Repairs

5 Year Labor Guarantee On All Trades

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Asphalt Driveways
Concrete Walks & Patios

Specializing in:
Interlocking Paving Stones,

Walkways, Patios &
Retaining Walls

40 Years Experience
Free Estimates    Fully Insured

908-561-6452

DOUGHERTY PAVING

* Over 25 Years Experience *

908-756-8345  (Office)
Driveway Sealcoating

Landscaping Design

Mason Work

Steps • Patios • Brick • Pavers

Basement Waterproofing
10% off any job.  Offer expires 4/30/10

Angelo’s Masonry, LLC

NJ Lic# 13VH02812700                    Fully Insured

Courtesy of Bill Howard
MARCH OF THE GEESE…A gaggle of geese joins the Palm Sunday procession
of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield.

Courtesy of Venessa Ritman
ADDRESSING THE CANDIDATES…Kathleen Fetissoff, pictured center, of the
New Jersey League of Women Voters, addresses the five candidates who are vying
for the three open seats on the Mountainside Board of Education, at the
Mountainside PTA-sponsored Candidate Night.

Five BOE Candidates Take
To Forum in Mountainside

By ERIC D.WILDSTEIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside
PTA members, administrators and
residents filled the media center at
Beechwood School on March 24 to
pose questions to, and discuss issues
with, candidates running for the board
of education (BOE).

With school board elections set for
Tuesday, April 20, the five candidates
tackled concerns about the budget,
district education practices and cur-
riculum, and talked about what they
intend to accomplish for
Mountainside.

The only incumbent running for
re-election is Carmine Venes, who
is seeking his third consecutive
term.

Newcomers vying for the three open
BOE seats include Marilyn Atlas-
Berney, an attorney who runs her
practice out of her home and has two
children in the Mountainside school
system; Lauren Elmblad, a member
of the PTA; Christopher Minks, an
attorney, and James Ruban, a project
architect.

Mr. Ruban said, “It will be an honor
for me that Candidates’ Night will be
held in the Beechwood Library that I
designed and helped construct.”

Mr. Minks, a commercial trans-
actions attorney who has served on
municipal boards throughout his ca-
reer, said, “My decision to run is
born out of frustration and a lack of
transparency with the board of edu-
cation.”

He criticized the BOE for what he
said was transgressing to “governance
by executive order.” Mr. Minks said,
“A principle obligation of a board
member is to seek out the opinions of
the public, not to await those few who
have the opportunity to come to the
meetings.”

He proffered that, “Redirection and
guidance can be equally as important
as change.”

Ray Hannon of Mountainside asked
the candidates what they see as a
positive idea to improve the quality
of education in the district.

Mrs. Atlas-Berney stressed better
communication so parents can be-
come more involved. She noted the
importance of computers and tech-
nology as a central source for the
BOE to share information with the
community.

She referred to a situation last year
in which a school bomb threat spi-
raled into a stressful and confusing
situation for parents – herself included
– due to a communication breakdown.

Suzanne Zimmerman, whose child
attended the school, said, “I just
wanted to know what was going on,
something. I couldn’t get any infor-
mation.” She continued, “There
should be a bulletin or something that
lets a parent take a deep breath and go
on with their day.”

Mrs. Atlas-Berney noted that al-
though it was posted on the
Mountainside schools’ website, most
people did not go to it. “Policy should
be directed towards making sure par-
ents are informed,” she said. “I want
to know what happened, why it hap-

pened, and what’s going to be done
about it.”

Mr. Ruban advised that open com-
munication could help seek out better
prices and educate people about other
projects in the community. He said,
“I would like to see the board work a
lot closer with the council and other
agencies in town.” Mr. Minks offered
a challenge to “open up the BOE’s
doors and break down arbitrarial
walls.”

Mr. Venes, who has worked closely
with the BOE amidst the recent bud-
get crisis, said, “These are not normal
times. We are doing the best we can
with the resources we have.”

He said, “Our test scores are at the
top of the state, and number one in
Union County. The results of our test
scores indicate that the board is work-
ing together.”

Mrs. Elmblad commended the dis-
trict for “doing more with less” and
minimizing the impact that the 2010-
2011 budget, which lost 95 percent of
state aid, will have on Mountainside
children. Mr. Venes noted, “These
budget challenges are not insurmount-
able.”

A tuition fee increase for
Mountainside children to attend Gov-
ernor Livingston High School in Ber-
keley Heights will cost taxpayers an
additional $171 next year. Alyson
Seau asked about the future of
Mountainside’s relationship with
Berkeley Heights and Governor
Livingston High School.

Mr. Venes said, “It is our responsi-
bility to the community to question
contractual costs to go to Berkeley
Heights.”

Mrs. Atlas-Berney described Gov-
ernor Livingston as “one of the num-
ber one high schools in New Jersey.”
She said, “I want my child going to
the best high school possible.”

The BOE has encouraged all
Mountainside residents to cast their
votes regarding the candidates and
the 2010-2011 budget on election day,
Tuesday, April 20.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SALUTE TO FIREFIGHTER MAGLIONE…Many area residents came out March
27 to the fundraiser for Westfield firefighter Daniel Maglione, who was diagnosed
with Cancer of Unknown Primary. The benefit was hosted by Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield, and was organized by the Westfield FMBA Local 30. Mr. Maglione is
undergoing aggressive chemotherapy through Robert Wood Johnson Hospital. All
proceeds from the event went toward firefighter Maglione and his family to support
their battle with the disease. Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums played
during the night.

Bill Would Extend Ban of Dual-Office
Holding, Include Appointed Positions
TRENTON — Assemblyman

Domenick DiCicco (LD-4,
Gloucester) has asked legislators to
consider reform legislation he has
introduced that prohibits dual-office
holding for all elected officials.

Mr. DiCicco added that while the
bill would extend the ban on elected
officials from holding more than one
public office to those who were
grandfathered in under the current
law, just as importantly, the measure
would also prohibit someone who
holds public office from simulta-
neously holding a salaried appointive
public office or position with the state,
county, municipality or an authority/
commission.

“This isn’t about targeting any per-
son, group or party,” he continued.
“The intent of this legislation is to
assure diversity of thought in our
political process, as well as to rein in
the cost of government, and to relieve
the burden on taxpayers, who are
footing the costs in salaries and pen-
sion benefits for officials who hold
more than one public position and the
conflicts that creates,” Mr. DiCicco
said.

Mr. DiCicco said the bill would
force elected officials in both parties
to choose which salaried position they
will serve in.

In addition to the ban on public
officials simultaneously holding sala-

ried appointments, specifically, the
bill would remove the exemption that
allows officials who held more than
one office prior to February 1, 2008,
to continue serving in those offices.

WF Library Agrees to $88,000
In Funding Givebacks

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield’s library
board will return roughly $88,000 to
the Town of Westfield, as the council’s
Finance Policy Committee “combs
the budget line item by line item,”
said council liaison to the board, Keith
Loughlin.

The givebacks are broken down
into $21,185 in reimbursements to
the town for the Joint Insurance Fund
(JIF), $45,855 into the Public Em-
ployees Retirement System (PERS),
$2,000 for telephone services and a
$25,000 early payment to the town
for the 2011 building-improvement
fee. The total is offset by a $6,620
loss in workers-compensation money.

The library board voted unani-
mously on the givebacks. The board,
a nine-member entity, includes Dou-

glas Stokes, Pam Wiaczek, James
Capone, Stacy Weinman, Michael
Fisher, Thomas Delaney, Eric
Leuthold, Mr. Loughlin, who serves
as the mayor’s designee, and Gary
McCready, the superintendent’s al-
ternate.

“We are looking for creative ways
for the library, which has a surplus, to
assist the town in this time of great
need,” Mr. Loughlin said. “We are
trying to preserve services and mini-
mize reductions…I’m glad this de-
gree of scrutiny is paid to [all levels]
of the budget.”

Mark Ciarrocca, the town council’s
Finance Policy Committee chairman,
said, “We are trying to maximize the
amount that we can use of the library’s
surplus for the amounts attributable
to services the town provides for the
library.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside
Salary Freeze

SCOTCH PLAINS – Students of
the Union County Vocational Techni-
cal School (UCVTS) Academy for
Performing Arts are holding their First
Annual Tricky Tray on Friday, May
14, at 6 p.m. at West Hall Cafeteria on
the UCVTS campus, 1776 Raritan
Road, Scotch Plains. For tickets, call
Kris Chmara (908) 377-4978.

Vo-Tech Tricky Tray

“I think that probably those who
voted for the governor are shocked at
what came down the pike (with re-
gard to aid cuts),” Ms. Winkler said.

She said the Christie Administra-
tion has promised “tool kits” with
reforms on pensions, benefits and on
negotiations that would lead to teach-
ers retiring to save districts money.

“[We] don’t want them to retire,” or
be laid off, Ms. Winkler said, noting
that the district does not want to re-
duce its level of quality teachers. “We
have to do what’s best for the kids,”
she said.

Michael Lewis, a candidate for the
Fanwood seat, said he believes any

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F BOE Awaits Aid Details
freeze in staff salaries needs to be
“part of a larger discussion on the
restructuring of aid,” which he said
would have to be done by the state
Legislature.

“And that (the restructuring of
school aid) needs to be done from the
top-down,” Mr. Lewis said. He called
the decision by the SP-F BOE to vote
down a planned 7.4-percent raise to
teachers over two years “responsible,”
given the large state-aid cut.

Mountainside BOE announced
Tuesday night a district-wide salary
freeze, which Mountainside Business
Administrator Roderic McLaughlin
said would save  $440,000.

PROM...Congregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains hosted on March 20 the annual
regional “prom” with 220 students from central and northern New Jersey attend-
ing. Pictured, seated, from left to right, are: Jackie Grossman, Julia Queller,
Jordan Guber, Kate Haveson; standing, Gabi Sabony, Allison Zale, Carly Grossman,
Michael Sabony, Bari Grossman, Max Menaker, Eve Rosenheck, Alison Koransky,
Jordan Siegel, Andrew Deutchman, Josh Getman, Ilana Rood and Kayla Seigelstein.

Administrator Jeanette Baubles said,
“Some staff members will be im-
pacted.” She continued, “We can’t
reveal the names of those staff who
will be minimized.”

Though some staff will be cut, Mr.
McLaughlin said class sizes would
not increase. Mrs. Baubles also re-
ported “fifth graders will still be
changing classes.” She said options
would still be explored for pay-to-
play sports such as tennis, field
hockey, volleyball and track.

BOE President Mary Beth
Schaumberg said “difficulty finding
competitors and lack of participa-
tion” are some reasons for the exclu-
sion of those sports in the budget.
Mrs. Baubles commented, “I hope
we find a way to bring some of these
back.”

Kristen Ciccimarra of
Mountainside asked if surplus could
be regenerated going forward. Mr.
McLaughlin explained, “Surplus is a
rainy-day fund, and this is a rainy
day.” He continued, “The state tapped
into everyone’s piggy bank that did
the right thing.”

“Unless there’s an Easter egg out
there, it will be hard to replace those
surplus reserves, especially since
things are rapidly changing,” he said.

Mr. McLaughlin said the goal of
the BOE is “finding a balance in
challenging times.” He said the board
“believes this is the right thing to do,”
and it is “what we can do to substan-
tiate what the governor has recom-
mended.”


