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Correction
A photo caption for the front-page

picture last week taken at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
meeting was incorrect. The photo of
Joan Mast giving her presentation
was taken at the March 18 meeting.
We regret the error.
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Courtesy of Jim Lowney /County of Union
LUCK OF THE IRISH…Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums march
in the 14th annual Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Morris Avenue in
Union on Saturday, March 27. The parade was rescheduled due to a severe
rainstorm that struck the area March 13.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EASTER EGG HUNTING…Children search for eggs in bails of hay at the Easter Egg hunt at Parker Gardens greenhouse
in Scotch Plains on Saturday, March 27.

SP-F BOE Holds
Budget Presentations
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) is holding the following bud-
get presentations:

Monday, April 5, 7:30 p.m., Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School audi-
torium; Tuesday, April 6, 7:30 p.m.,
Candidates Night, BOE offices;
Wednesday, April 7, 7 p.m., Ever-
green School; Thursday, April 8, 6:30
p.m., Coles School, and 7 p.m.,
McGinn School; Tuesday, April 13,
7:30 p.m., Terrill Middle School and
Park Middle School; Wednesday,
April 14, 7 p.m., Brunner School, and
7:30 p.m., School One; Thursday,
April 15, 8 p.m., BOE meeting.

Election day is Tuesday, April 20,
from 2 to 9 p.m. Tuesday, April 13, is
the last day to apply by mail for an
absentee ballot.

Charles Laskowski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SERIOUS ACCIDENT…A Scotch Plains resident was trapped inside her car
after being struck by another vehicle at the intersection of Terrill Road and
LaGrande Avenue on March 24. Gina Dent, 52, of Scotch Plains was transported
to University Hospital in Newark, where she was reported to be in stable condition
following the accident.

County Paratransit Faces Deficit;
Runnells Hospital Nearly Flat

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — While Union
County looks at $12 million in cuts from
state grants that fund mostly social-ser-
vice programs, the Board of Chosen
Freeholders learned that Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital came within $150,000
of having a flat budget in 2009.

During budget meetings last week,
the hospital’s finance director, Mike
Drummond, said Runnells generated
$44 million in income last year, the
highest in the hospital’s nearly 100-
year history. Officials, however, said
the facility would likely run a
$500,000 to $600,000 deficit next
year, as part of the revenue this year
was connected to appeals on past
Medicare charges. The hospital ran a
$350,000 deficit in 2008.

“I am very pleased (with the turn-
around),” said Freeholder Al
Mirabella, chairman of the board’s
Fiscal Affairs Committee.

Freeholder Chairman Dan Sullivan,
a 15-year board veteran, said he re-
calls deficits at the hospital as high as
$7 million in past years.

“In this [fiscal] environment, that
is an enormous achievement,” he said.

Director of Human Services Frank
Guzzo said services facing deficits
this year include the Paratransit sys-
tem, which will lose $400,000 due to
a drop in revenue from Atlantic City
casinos that funds the program.
Paratransit provided 222,000 one-way
rides for seniors and the disabled last
year. He said the financial loss would
result in a decline of $14,000 rides if
the county did not help fund the pro-
gram. The county funded $600,000
to the program last year.

Freeholder Angel Estrada said he
envisions the demand for ridership
will rise as seniors need rides given the
service cuts planned by NJ Transit due
to that agency’s budget slashing.

On the positive side, the human
services director said Union County
is working with another county on an
agreement that would help offset costs
associated with a children’s shelter
that the county contracts out to a
private vendor. Under a state man-
date, Union County must provide six
beds including staff. The other county,
which Mr. Guzzo did not release,
would take on the costs of three of the
beds, saving the county “over
$200,000.”

The department is seeking an addi-
tional $96,000 for the Division of
Aging to cover a shortfall of meals to
seniors. The county provided over

385,000 meals last year.
During his budget request, County

Prosecutor Ted Romankow said other
counties have reached out to Union
County to utilize its DNA crime labora-
tory in Westfield. But due to the back-
log in cases, he told the freeholders
additional support staff is needed be-
fore his office could handle additional
work. The department’s budget request
of $20.4 million includes a $150,000
hike in overtime, bumping it up to
$500,000, partly due to the backlog.
The prosecutor said agreements with
other counties would generate addi-
tional revenue for Union County.

First Assistant Prosecutor Albert
Cernadas said the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice is in need of a laboratory aid and
data programmer.

He also informed the board that a
new state Supreme Court mandate
requires all New Jersey attorneys to
take 12 credits of continuing legal
education hours. In the past, the
county paid for continuing legal edu-
cation costs for its assistant prosecu-
tors for the first two years after they
graduated law school as part of its
employee contract.

Mr. Romankow said part of the
hike in overtime last year was due to
a wiretap case that led to numerous
arrests in an illegal marijuana import-
ing operation out of Canada. The
county was reimbursed for part of the

overtime costs.
During her presentation, County

Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said foreclo-
sures are down 28 percent in the first
quarter this year compared to 2009,
when 4,500 homes in the county went
into foreclosure. Her office is antici-
pating a $700,000 jump in revenues
to $3.7 million. The Clerk’s Office
budget for this year is $2 million,
$200,000 over last year. The Clerk’s
Elections Division budget proposal
is $718,000, up $22,000 over 2009.

Ms. Rajoppi noted that the state has
instructed all counties to review cost
savings of moving the School Election
to November with the General Election.

“We have to see if the logistics are
viable,” she said, noting that an extra
machine might be needed at election
polls if questions are to be placed on
ballots, given space limitations on
machine ballots.

During a review of the Department
of Public Safety’s $10.5-million bud-
get proposal, which includes the
county police, emergency manage-
ment, medical examiner and weights
and measures, it was noted that Eliza-
beth is starting its own Hazmat (Haz-
ardous Materials) unit. Currently, half
of the county’s Hazmat unit calls,
which are part of emergency man-
agement, are to Elizabeth, officials
said. Companies are billed for spills
cleaned up by Hazmat, officials said.

Rotary Hears About Efforts
To Battle Domestic Violence

ROTARY GUEST…Jan Lillien, pictured right, recently spoke to the Rotary Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains about the efforts of the YWCA of Eastern Union County
to combat domestic violence. Pictured with her is Club President Janet Strunk.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Luncheon
speaker Jan Lillien joined the Rotary
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains on
March 24 to discuss the social-ser-
vice activities of the YWCA of East-
ern Union County.

According to Ms. Lillien, the orga-
nization – dating back 30 years – acts
as a domestic-violence service agency
for all of Union County. The agency,
with 22 professionals, responds to
many hundreds of domestic violence
situations each year, including 48 in
the current year in Scotch Plains.

The agency operates a 24/7 hotline
for victims, who include males as
well as females, and admits women
and their children in stressed circum-
stances to a shelter capable of harbor-
ing 11 mothers and their children.

Ms. Lillien extended the definition
of violence to include degrading ha-
rangues by which a family member
exerts control over a spouse or others
within a family.

The YWCA of Eastern Union
County has a program called PALS
(Peace, A Learned Solution) for
youngsters that demonstrates mea-
surable gains for those involved.

The Rotary welcomes guests to at-
tend its weekly luncheons, which are
held at 12:15 p.m. on Wednesdays at
the Stage House Inn, located at
Martine Avenue and Front Street in
Scotch Plains. For more information,
call Membership Director Michael
Dietrich at (908) 789-3175.

MS BOE Freezes Salaries
Of All Staff Members

By ERIC D. WILDSTEIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Beechwood School library held a
crowd that extended almost out the
door, Tuesday, as the board of educa-
tion (BOE) announced it would freeze
the salaries of every school staff mem-
ber during the 2010-2011 school year.

The wage freeze was announced as
the BOE unveiled to the public the
most recent version of the 2010-2011
budget at Phase IV of the Budget
Presentation on Tuesday.

“Next year, no employee will re-
ceive more than they received in the

current year,” said School Business
Administrator Roderic McLaughlin.

The budget presented on March 22
cut $440,000 from staff salaries in
order to help balance the budget gap
left from a 95-percent cut in state-aid
funding two days earlier.

Mr. McLaughlin said, “Tonight, I’m
pleased to report that we have saved
six full-time positions.”

The announcement was met with
bursts of applause from the public.

Dianne McGhee of Mountainside
commended the BOE, “By you stay-
ing up at night, I can sleep. It is the
most difficult time in my adult life
being a New Jerseyan, and I thank
you for your work.”

Suzanne Jenks, a staff member and
President of the Mountainside Edu-
cation Association, said, “I am proud
to stand here and represent my col-
leagues. I am proud to be a teacher.”

Mountainside resident Nancy
McCabe said, “I would have been one
of those Mountainsiders willing to
pay more taxes to keep those teachers
employed.” She added, “You pay for
what you get.”

Despite the savings, Chief School
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP-F BOE Awaits Details on Added
Aid Proposal From Governor

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Governor
Chris Christie on Tuesday announced
that school districts that negotiate
salary freezes as part of their Fiscal-
Year 2011 budgets would be in line to
receive additional aid. This follows
$819 million in state aid cuts to school
districts, including $3.8 million to
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education.

Governor Christie said freezing
salaries would generate savings for
the state in Social Security and Medi-
care taxes. Currently, the state pays
Social Security payroll taxes of 6.2
percent on employee earnings up to
$106,800 and Medicare payroll taxes
of 2 percent on earnings with no cap.

According to a press release from
the governor’s office, a district that

generates $1 million in savings
through a salary freeze would be eli-
gible for an additional $76,500 in aid.
Officials said $500 million in savings
generated in school district salary
freezes would generate $38.3 million
in additional aid statewide.

When asked to comment on the
proposal, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes said, “We welcome measures
that will help restore” the state aid
reduction that amounts to 84 percent
over the last school year in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district.
“However, we have not received de-
tails,” she said, on the governor’s
proposal to give back some state aid
to those school districts that freeze
staff wages.

She said the district is still in nego-
tiations with the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Education Association
(SPFEA), the teachers’ union, as well
as the principals and administrative
bargaining unit, whose contract ex-
pired in June 2009. The BOE rejected
a proposed 7.4-percent pay hike to
the SPFEA last week following news
of the school aid cut.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education (SP-F BOE) member Amy
Winkler, who is seeking a full term
for one of the Fanwood seats on the
board, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, “The timing is poor
for all this to be coming out now,
when all the budgets are due.”

“It’s a bad situation,” she said.
The governor’s press release indi-

cated that the proposal would require
approval by the Legislature, includ-
ing a provision allowing school dis-
tricts to appropriate the additional aid
following the adoption of local school
district budgets occurring prior to the
Legislature’s passage of the state bud-
get.

Ms. Winkler said she attended a
talk by state Education Commissioner
Bret Schundler in Summit earlier this
month, when districts were told to
expect aid cuts of 5 to 15 percent,
well below the 85 percent in aid that
was cut.
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Happy Easter


