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30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

CLASSIC
CONSTRUCTION

Expert
Craftsmanship

908 233 6161
WESTFIELD, NJ

Call Ian for a free estimate
www.classicconstructionservice.com

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

908-232-1937

  

Custom Remodeling 
& Home Repair 

QQuality Work   
 

 
 
 Reasonable Rates 

 
www.JoeGuarraci.com 

 

908-930-8059 
Licensed & Insured        NJ#13VH03794700

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

908-686-0930

HeHeating & Air Conditioning

Call about the New Jersey Clean
Energy Program 50% rebates on

HVAC replacements

Coronation Mechanical

Installation - Replacement - Service

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Goods & Services You NeedSingle Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $475

email PDF Ad file to:
sales@goleader.com

 Lic# 13VH03942000 • Free Designs & Consultation

Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

** Best Rates In Town **

908-209-0104 • brogankelly@comcast.net

Kitchens & Baths – New & Restored

Custom Built-ins, Trim, Flooring

Finished Basements & Repairs

5 Year Labor Guarantee On All Trades

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Asphalt Driveways
Concrete Walks & Patios

Specializing in:
Interlocking Paving Stones,

Walkways, Patios &
Retaining Walls

40 Years Experience
Free Estimates    Fully Insured

908-561-6452

DOUGHERTY PAVING

* Over 25 Years Experience *

908-756-8345  (Office)
Driveway Sealcoating

Landscaping Design

Mason Work

Steps • Patios • Brick • Pavers

Basement Waterproofing
10% off any job.  Offer expires 4/30/10

Angelo’s Masonry, LLC

NJ Lic# 13VH02812700                    Fully Insured

SAVE WITHOUT
SACRIFICE.

Ron Bansky
(800) 554 6964
 
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

I’LL SHOW YOU HOW.
Everyone’s cutting back, but doing so doesn’t
mean  you  have  to  cut  your  coverage.  Truth
is,  customers  who  switched  to  Your  Choice
Auto® Platinum saved an average of $480 a
year.  And  received  innovative  features  like
New Car Replacement, Accident Forgiveness
and  the  Save  Driving  Bonus®.  THINK  IT’S
JUST HYPE? CALL ME ON IT.

Savings  based  on  national  customer  data  for  new policies  written  in  2008.  Actual  savings  vary.  Platinum Protection  Package® optional,
subject  to  terms  and  availability.  Check  option  enhancement  to  Safe  Driving  Bonus® and  subject  to  availability.  May  not  be  available  to
renewal customers until  next policy period. Amounts less than $5 will  be applied to renewal bill.  Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance
Company and Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Company

Courtesy of Jim Lowney /County of Union
LUCK OF THE IRISH…Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums march
in the 14th annual Union County St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Morris Avenue in
Union last Saturday. The parade was rescheduled due to a severe rainstorm that
struck the area March 13.

attorney, and James Ruban, a project
architect.

Mr. Ruban said, “It will be an
honor for me that Candidates’ Night
will be held in the Beechwood Li-
brary that I designed and helped con-
struct.”

Mr. Minks, a commercial transac-
tions attorney who has served on
municipal boards throughout his ca-
reer, said, “My decision to run is
born out of frustration and a lack of
transparency with the board of edu-
cation.”

He criticized the BOE for what he
said was transgressing to “gover-
nance by executive order.” Mr. Minks
said, “A principle obligation of a
board member is to seek out the
opinions of the public, not to await
those few who have the opportunity
to come to the meetings.”

He proffered that, “Redirection and
guidance can be equally as impor-
tant as change.”

Ray Hannon of Mountainside
asked the candidates what they see
as a positive idea to improve the
quality of education in the district.

Mrs. Atlas-Berney stressed better
communication so parents can be-
come more involved. She noted the
importance of computers and tech-
nology as a central source for the
BOE to share information with the
community.

She referred to a situation last year
in which a school bomb threat spi-
raled into a stressful and confusing
situation for parents – herself included
– due to a communication breakdown.

Suzanne Zimmerman, whose child
attended the school, said, “I just
wanted to know what was going on,
something. I couldn’t get any infor-
mation.” She continued, “There
should be a bulletin or something
that lets a parent take a deep breath
and go on with their day.”

Mrs. Atlas-Berney noted that al-
though it was posted on the
Mountainside schools’ website, most
people did not go to it. “Policy should
be directed towards making sure par-
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Mountainside Candidates

Charles Laskowski for The Westfield Leader
SERIOUS ACCIDENT…A Scotch Plains resident was trapped inside her car
after being struck by another vehicle at the intersection of Terrill Road and
LaGrande Avenue on March 24. Gina Dent, 52, of Scotch Plains was transported
to University Hospital in Newark, where she was reported to be in stable condition
following the accident.

ents are informed,” she said. “I want
to know what happened, why it hap-
pened, and what’s going to be done
about it.”

Mr. Ruban advised that open com-
munication could help seek out bet-
ter prices and educate people about
other projects in the community. He
said, “I would like to see the board
work a lot closer with the council
and other agencies in town.” Mr.
Minks offered a challenge to “open
up the BOE’s doors and break down
arbitrarial walls.”

Mr. Venes, who has worked closely
with the BOE amidst the recent bud-
get crisis, said, “These are not nor-
mal times. We are doing the best we
can with the resources we have.”

He said, “Our test scores are at the
top of the state, and number one in
Union County. The results of our test
scores indicate that the board is work-
ing together.”

Mrs. Elmblad commended the dis-
trict for “doing more with less” and
minimizing the impact that the 2010-
2011 budget, which lost 95 percent
of state aid, will have on
Mountainside children. Mr. Venes
noted, “These budget challenges are
not insurmountable.”

A tuition fee increase for
Mountainside children to attend Gov-
ernor Livingston High School in Ber-
keley Heights will cost taxpayers an
additional $171 next year. Alyson
Seau asked about the future of
Mountainside’s relationship with
Berkeley Heights and Governor
Livingston High School.

Mr. Venes said, “It is our responsibil-
ity to the community to question con-
tractual costs to go to Berkeley Heights.”

Mrs. Atlas-Berney described Gov-
ernor Livingston as “one of the num-
ber one high schools in New Jersey.”
She said, “I want my child going to
the best high school possible.”

The BOE has encouraged all
Mountainside residents to cast their
votes regarding the candidates and
the 2010-2011 budget on election
day, Tuesday, April 20.

Westfield Library Agrees
To $88,000 in Givebacks

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library board will return
roughly $88,000 to the Town of
Westfield, as the council’s Finance
Policy Committee “combs the bud-
get line item by line item,” said coun-
cil liaison to the board, Keith
Loughlin.

The givebacks are broken down
into $21,185 in reimbursements to
the town for the Joint Insurance Fund
(JIF), $45,855 into the Public Em-
ployees Retirement System (PERS),
$2,000 for telephone services and a
$25,000 early payment to the town
for the 2011 building-improvement
fee. The total is offset by a $6,620
loss in workers-compensation
money.

The library board voted unani-
mously on the givebacks. The board, a

nine-member entity, includes Douglas
Stokes, Pam Wiaczek, James Capone,
Stacy Weinman, Michael Fisher, Tho-
mas Delaney, Eric Leuthold, Mr.
Loughlin, who serves as the mayor’s
designee, and Gary McCready, the
superintendent’s alternate.

“We are looking for creative ways
for the library, which has a surplus,
to assist the town in this time of great
need,” Mr. Loughlin said.

“We are trying to preserve ser-
vices and minimize
reductions…I’m glad this degree of
scrutiny is paid to [all levels] of the
budget.”

Mark Ciarrocca, the town council’s
Finance Policy Committee chairman,
said, “We are trying to maximize the
amount that we can use of the
library’s surplus for the amounts at-
tributable to services the town pro-
vides for the library.”

explored for pay-to-play sports such as
tennis, field hockey, volleyball and track.

BOE President Mary Beth
Schaumberg said “difficulty finding
competitors and lack of participation”
are some reasons for the exclusion of
those sports in the budget. Mrs. Baubles
commented, “I hope we find a way to
bring some of these back.”

Kristen Ciccimarra of Mountainside
asked if surplus could be regenerated
going forward. Mr. McLaughlin ex-
plained, “Surplus is a rainy-day fund,
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Mountainside Salaries
Asm. DiCicco Bill Would
Extend Dual-Office Ban

and this is a rainy day.” He continued,
“The state tapped into everyone’s piggy
bank that did the right thing.”

“Unless there’s an Easter egg out
there, it will be hard to replace those
surplus reserves, especially since things
are rapidly changing,” he said.

Mr. McLaughlin said the goal of the
BOE is “finding a balance in challeng-
ing times.” He said the board “believes
this is the right thing to do,” and it is
“what we can do to substantiate what
the governor has recommended.”

TRENTON — Assemblyman
Domenick DiCicco (LD-4,
Gloucester) has asked legislators to
consider reform legislation he has
introduced that prohibits dual-office
holding for all elected officials.

Mr. DiCicco added that while the
bill would extend the ban on elected
officials from holding more than one
public office to those who were
grandfathered in under the current
law, just as importantly, the measure
would also prohibit someone who
holds public office from simulta-
neously holding a salaried appointive
public office or position with the state,
county, municipality or an authority/
commission.

“This isn’t about targeting any per-
son, group or party,” he continued.

“The intent of this legislation is to
assure diversity of thought in our po-
litical process as well as to rein in the
cost of government, and to relieve the
burden on taxpayers, who are footing
the costs in salaries and pension ben-
efits for officials who hold more than
one public position and the conflicts
that creates,” Mr. DiCicco said.

Mr. DiCicco said the bill would
force elected officials in both parties
to choose which salaried position they
will serve in.

In addition to the ban on public
officials simultaneously holding sala-
ried appointments, specifically, the
bill would remove the exemption that
allows officials who held more than
one office prior to February 1, 2008
to continue serving in those offices.

Banjo Rascals to Perform
Mix of Music at Library

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will showcase the
Banjo Rascals – playing ragtime, rock
and roll and Dixieland jazz – on
Monday, April 12, at 7 p.m.

Since 1968, the Banjo Rascals have
performed for audiences of all ages.
The band’s music ranges from 1890’s
ragtime to 1950’s and 1960’s rock
and roll. Among the band’s repertoire
is Scott Joplin rags including “The
Entertainer,” “Maple Leaf Rag” and
“A Breeze from Alabama.”

The trio encourages sing-alongs
with favorites like “Heart of My
Heart,” “Carolina in the Morning,”
“Apple Blossom Time,” “It’s A Sin
To Tell A Lie,” “Four Leaf Clover”
and “Down By The Old Mill Stream.”

Among the group’s Hot Dixieland
standards are “Tiger Rag,” “That’s a
Plenty,” “Riverboat Shuffle,” “Royal
Garden Blues” and “When the Saints
Go Marching In.”

Additionally, the Banjo Rascals
play arrangements of 1920’s and
1930’s swing songs and Big Band era
hits like “In the Mood,” “Stardust,”
“Stars Fell On Alabama,” “That’s My
Weakness Now,” “I Love Paris,” “’S
Wonderful” and “Moon Glow.”

Audience members also will be
treated to 1950’s and 1960’s rock and

roll classics like “Only You,” “The
Twist” and “Under the Boardwalk.”

This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. To register, visit the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, and click
on the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 4122.

For more information on library
programs, individuals also may sign
up on the library’s website to receive
the e-newsletter “Library Loop” or
stop by the library at 550 East Broad
Street for a copy of its quarterly news-
letter, “Take Note.”
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     To get action FAST, 

nothing succeeds like a 

Classified Ad!  Whether you 

want to sell, buy, rent or hire, 

an ad here will get results 

with maximum speed at 
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