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Founded in 1879, the Westfield     
Memorial Library strives to provide 
the Westfield community an environ-
ment that promotes a love of reading 
and ensures free access to ideas and 
information. 

Take Note! 

Westfield Memorial Library    
550 East Broad Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090-2197 
908.789.4090 
www.wmlnj.org 
 

Library Hours  
Monday-Thursday 
9:30 AM to 9:00 PM 
Friday 
9:30 AM to 5:00 PM 
Saturday  
9:30 AM to 5:00 PM  
Sunday 
1:00 to 5:00 PM  
 
Library Closings 
September 5 - 7 for Labor Day 
October 12 for Columbus Day 
November 11 for Veterans Day 
Closing at 5:00 pm on Wednes-
day, November 25 and closed on 
November 26 for Thanksgiving  
 
Board of Trustees Meetings 
September 24 
October 22 
November 19 
 

  

Inside: 
 
Spotlight on Youth Services       2 
Friends of the Library         3 
Computer Classes           4, 5 
Adult Programs                 6 - 9 
TGIF!         10 
What’s News in Reference       11 
Programs for Children & Teens      12 

New & Noteworthy at the Westfield Memorial Library    Fall 2009 

Library seeks to evaluate services and chart new 
directions with help from community focus groups 

     To help the Westfield Memo-
rial Library evaluate the services 
that we provide and to plan for 
the future, the library will hold a 
series of focus groups over the 
next several months. 
 
     They will be led by a consult-
ant from Library Development 
Solutions, who will help partici-
pants discuss what kind of ser-
vices and programs they would 
like to see the library offer, what 
current services they like or dis-
like, and where the library fits 
into the community. 
 
     “We hope to learn how to 
reach the people that we’re not 
reaching. We’d like to critique the 
services that we have and learn 
how to improve upon them as 
well,” said Phil Israel, library  
Director.  
 

Thus far the staff focus group 
has met, and groups for frequent 
and infrequent users, as well as 
older adults, have been formed. 

The group for Parents of 
Young Children will meet Mon-
day, October 5 at 7:30 p.m., and 
the Teen focus group (for all stu-
dents in middle and high school) 
will meet Friday, October 16 at 
5:30 p.m. 
 
     To register e-mail focus-
groups@wmlnj.org and list the 
group you want to attend in the 
subject line, or call Kathy Muhm, 
Assistant Director, at 
908.789.4090, option #3. 
 
     On Tuesday, October 6 at 7:00 
p.m., we will hold a Community 
Conversation for anyone who 
would like to participate, but is 
not part of a focus group. There’s 
no need to sign up, just come to 
the meeting. 
 
     Some of the other groups that 
will meet are Elected Civic and 
Business Leaders, the Friends of 
the Library and the Board of 
Trustees. Each group will meet 
between 60 to 90 minutes. 

Asher Sternberg smiles broadly and 
holds the pair of tickets that he won 
through the library to a summer con-
cert of The Wiggles at the Izod Cen-
ter. The performance was sponsored 
by Reach Out and Read, a national 
nonprofit organization that promotes 
early literacy by giving new books to 
children and advice to parents about 
the importance of reading. 

 
Kathy Muhm is our Coordinator of Youth Services. 

She studied languages and English Literature at the Uni-
versity of Colorado and completed her Master’s in Library 

Science (MLS) at the University of Denver. 
Originally she was a reference librarian at 
Westfield, and then she became a children’s 
librarian at the Springfield Library. What she 
finds compelling about good children’s 
books are the same qualities that she loves in 
books for adults. “The best children's books 
are every bit as well-written, meaningful and 

delightful as the best adult books. Picture books are their 
own art form, with all the texts as carefully worded as po-
etry, and with illustrations that perfectly complement the 
text, and vice-versa.” 

 
Molly Adams was among the first class to graduate 

from the Rutgers University online MLS program 1½ 
years ago. She’s found the perfect spot for her “love of 
books, kids, their energy and enthusiasm, and her own 
love of learning new things.” In addition 
to helping select children’s fiction, 
Molly creates the sixth grade reading list 
every year and makes the beautiful 
slides for the message board at the Cir-
culation Desk. At home, she raises pup-
pies for the Seeing Eye Foundation, and 
she brings her own therapy dog, 
Shadow, to the library for “Paws to Read” sessions.  

 
An employee of Westfield for 17 years, Adrienne 

Basso is currently a senior youth services 
librarian in charge of teen acquisitions 
and programs. What she has noticed over 
the years about teen literature is that, 
“Although it’s always been issue oriented, 
it’s now treating the important issues that 
teens face with more honesty and sensi-
tivity.” Adrienne earned a Master’s of 

Science in Library and Information Ser-
vices from Drexel University. She is a published author of 
historical romances and will be celebrating the release of 
her 17th book in January 2010. 

 
A former math teacher and school librarian in East 

Orange and Bedminster, Carol Buchanan earned her MLS 
at Rutgers. She creates the displays on the windows at the 
Youth Services front desk and conducts Story Hours for 
pre-schoolers and toddlers. “It was a challenge to learn to 

work with this group and to keep their atten-
tion. You have to choose the right level pic-
ture book, and you have to love the book 
yourself.” Carol, who has a “weakness for 
special paper,” has also run Origami work-
shops for teens and pop-up cards work-
shops for elementary schoolers.  

 
Library Associate Maureen Cooney answered an ad 24 

years ago that said “must like children and books.” That’s 
a perfect description of this former nursery school French 
teacher who’s taken courses in Children’s Literature at 
Rutgers. She presents Storytimes, helps  
select Children’s fiction and picture books, 
runs Creative Crafts programs and mends 
the books. What she likes most about the 
patrons here is that, “They are very book 
oriented. The New York Times Book Re-
view is their bible, and on Monday morn-
ing, they’re here, looking for those 
books.” Maureen confesses that her collection of cook 
books, first editions of children’s books, and Newbery and 
Caldecott award winners is taking over her home.  

 
Renee Rauch, who joined our staff as a pt 
librarian almost a year ago, has both an 
MBA and MLS from Rutgers. She worked 
as a Trust Investment Officer for ten years 
and went back to library school after her 
children were born. She is most happy 

when she sees a child “making a connec-
tion to a book, or a character in a book.” 

When she runs Tots’ Storytime, she’ll read four to five 
books and involve the audience in songs, finger play and 
crafts. Renee helps select picture books, and she also 
spends time reading plenty of chapter books, since she’s 
also a librarian at Holy Trinity Elementary School.  

 
While Patricia Sassoon was studying for 

her MLS at Pratt Institute, she interned at the 
New York Public Library. She described this 
as a “fabulous experience” and said that she 
“loved the diversity of the patrons and their 
different needs.” She has also worked at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary in New York 
where she needed to read simple Hebrew. 
Patricia thoroughly enjoys working with children and   
exposing them to great books, such as two of her favor-
ites: Charlotte’s Web and The Phantom Tollbooth. Amaz-
ingly enough, one of her hobbies is reading. 
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Friends Museum Pass Program 
continues to draw patrons 

 
 

With 17 museums now participating in 
the Museum Pass Program, library  
patrons continue to flock to the library 
to check out passes. At the end of July, 
748 passes had been signed out, 
admitting over 2,500 patrons to some 
of New Jersey’s and New York’s best 
museums. And we’ve just added two 
new museums, the Morris Museum in 
Morristown and the Intrepid Sea, Air 
and Space Museum in New York. 
Westfield residents and members of 
the Friends are welcome to go to a           
museum—our treat! 

Anne Hale Speakers Series to host author 
Arthur S. Lefkowitz  
 
“New Jersey and the  
American Revolution” 
Thursday, October 8 
7:00 pm 
 
The second presentation of 
the Anne Hale Speakers    
Series will highlight the work 
of Arthur S. Lefkowitz,     
author and researcher. He 
will speak on “New Jersey 

and the American Revolution” and show a fifty-
minute slide presentation based on his book The 
Long Retreat. This book focuses on the British 
invasion of New Jersey in late 1776, which ended 
with Washington’s famous Christmas night raid on 
Trenton. The speaker will demonstrate that the 
closest the British ever came to winning a military 
victory in the American Revolution was at New 
Brunswick, New Jersey, on December 1, 1775. 
Please sign up at the circulation desk if you would 
like to attend. 
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Gary McCready,  
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Board of Trustees 2009 

Friends announce new officers 
 
The Friends of the Westfield Memorial 
Library elected the officers for 2009-2010 
at our last meeting in June. 
 
Co-presidents: 
Diane Weinberg and Linnea Rhodes 
Vice President:  Jody Lipson 
Recording Secretary:  Fran Lemberg 
Corresponding Secretary:  Mary Orlando 
Treasurer:  Camille Hayden 
Assistant Treasurer:  Jane Bischoff 
 
The first board meeting for 2009/2010 
will be held in September. 

Computer Classes Fall 2009 

B
E
G

IN
N

E
R

 
IN

T
E
R
M

E
D

IA
T
E

 

BEGINNER  
Just unpacked your new computer and unsure 
where to start? These classes are for you! 
 

Introduction to the Internet 
Thursday, September 10   
10:00-11:30 am 
 
Discover all the fun and interesting fea-
tures of the Internet, including menus and 
toolbars, and learn how to navigate the 
Web.   
Must have mouse and typing skills        
to attend this class 

 
 

Introduction to Microsoft Word 
Monday, October 19  
7-8:30 pm 
 
If you are still using your computer as a 
typewriter, this hands-on class will help 
you make the most of Word. Learn the ba-
sics of setting up a document, formatting 
text, and cutting and pasting. 
 
Must have mouse and typing skills        
to attend this class 

Welcome back! Time to learn some new computer skills on your own or with your kids.  
Please see what computer skills are required to attend each class. 
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INTERMEDIATE CLASSES 
Fun and practical classes for those with 
some computer knowledge and skill. 
 
Download @ Your Library 
Thursday, September 17 
7-8:30 pm 
 
This class covers the terrific audio-visual 
databases the library has to offer, such as: 
ListenNJ— Download audio books!                  
MyLibrary DV —Download movies!               
NetLibrary—Download books!                        
And MusicDownloads! 

 

Email Basics 

Tuesday, September 22   
10:00-11:30 am or  
Wednesday, October 28   
7-8:30 pm 
 
A librarian will help you set up an email 
account and develop some basic  
email skills using Yahoo! 
Must have mouse and typing skills to    
attend this class 

 
Genealogical Resources on the 
Internet 
Wednesday, October 7 
10-11:30 am 

If you have always wanted to research 
your family tree or find information on 
your ancestors, this is the class for you! 
This workshop will show you Heritage 
Quest Online and Ancestry.com, which are 
databases accessible at the library.      
Must have mouse and typing skills         
to attend this class 

Travel Resources on the Internet 
Thursday, October 8  10-11:30 am 
Right now can be the best time to fly and 
travel! This hands-on class teaches you to 
navigate the vast array of Internet          
resources for the best prices for travel. 
Learn also how to book tickets online and 
make hotel reservations. 
 
Must have mouse and typing skills to    
attend this class 
 
See next page for more classes 

Computer Classes Continued 
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 ADVANCED CLASSES  
Ready to bump up your skills to the next 
level?  
 
Advanced Microsoft Word 
Wednesday, November 4   
10-11:30 am 
 

Learn about Word’s advanced capabilities 
such as editing photographs, creating    
eye-catching banners, and importing Excel 
graphs.  
 
Must have beginning Word skills to  
attend this class 

Business Resources on the    
Internet 
Wednesday, October 21 
7-8:30 pm 
 
Ever wonder how to find a current or his-
toric stock price, company profile informa-
tion, or the latest investment tips? Ever 
want to find businesses in certain geo-
graphical areas? This demonstration and 
hands-on class covers the basics of Refer-
enceUSA, Standard and Poor’s, NetAdvan-
tage, Hoover’s and Yahoo! Finance, which 
are comprehensive sources of business and 
investment information here at the West-
field Memorial Library. 
Must have mouse and typing skills        
to attend this class 

Shopping Resources on the    
Internet  
Thursday, November 12   
10-11:30 am 
 
If you love to shop, want to find unique 
items or are always looking for a bargain, 
this NEW class is for you! In this hands-on 
class, we’ll explore various online shop-
ping resources, and discuss comparison 
shopping and security.   
 
Must have mouse and 
typing skills to attend 
this class 
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Homework 911 
Tuesday, October 20  
10-11:30 am or 
Tuesday, November 10  
7-8:30 pm 
For parents of school-age children 
 
Parents learn about useful online tools and 
database resources available through the 
Library that provide valuable information 
for supporting their children's homework. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior Research Paper Resources 
@ Westfield High School 
Wednesday, October 21 
7-8:30 pm 

***To be held at the Westfield 
High School Library*** 
 
This introductory class will be taught by a 
Westfield Memorial librarian and a high 
school librarian. Parents and students learn 
about the databases that both the library 
and the high school have available to help 
students find materials for their junior    
papers. Parents and students also learn how 
to access the e-books that are held by both 
libraries.   
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Adult Programs for the Fall 

 
Brain Wave Vibration 

Saturday, September 12  2:00 pm 
Brain wave vibration is a meditation method that quiets 
down the left brain, so that the brain stem can be activated.  

 
Learn the theory and benefits of the method 
Hear excerpts from the book 
Practice the exercises 

 
Presented by Dahn Yoga Tai Chi of Westfield 

Book by Dr. Ilchi Lee,  Founder of Dahn Yoga 

 Writing Resumes and Cover Letters-Part 1* 
Monday, September 21  6:30 pm 

 
Social networking sites are more important than ever in   

today’s competitive job market, but you still have to have a 
resume and cover letter that set you apart from the crowd. 

Learn from career counseling expert Joanne Mortimer how 
to highlight your accomplishments and what opens the door. 

Job Hunting/Interviewing Techniques-Part 2* 
Monday, September 28  6:30 pm 

What are the secrets to finding a job in today’s competitive 
market, and to selling yourself in the interview?  

New York City Mystery Writer Chris Grabenstein 
Wednesday, September 23  7:00 pm 
 
Join Chris Grabenstein, author of a mystery series set in a fictional Long 
Beach Island community. Some of his fast-paced thrill reads for adults      
include Tilt-A-Whirl, Whack A Mole and Mind Scrambler. For young adult 
readers, he’s penned The Crossroads and Hanging Hill. 

* Workshops limited to 15 participants. Must be 
Westfield residents. Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click on online Calendar. 

The James L. Dean Big Band 
Wednesday, September 30  7:00 pm 

 

Get out your dancing shoes! It’s almost impossible to sit still 
when the James L. Dean Big Band begins. They play swing, 
combined with elements of rock, rock-abilly, pop, ska and even 
punk music. Their brand new swing sound has people of all 
ages up on their feet. 
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