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in collaboration with
New York Opera Society
featuring international soloists 
and Summit High School Chorus

JOSEPH DEALESSANDRO MEMORIAL OPERA CONCERTJOSEPH DeALESSANDRO MEMORIAL OPERA CONCERT

Saturday, September 26, 2009 
8pm  Summit High School 
125 Kent Place Blvd
Summit, NJ 

Giacomo Puccini

“Letters” by Lenore RS Lim, part of “Displacement and Homing”

Philippine Artists’ Works
To Be Exhibited in Union

UNION – “Displacement and Hom-
ing,” an art exhibition by 12 artists
organized by the Society of Philip-
pine American Artists (SPAA), will
be held at the Les Malamut Art Gal-
lery during the entire month of Octo-
ber.

The exhibit demonstrates SPAA’s
commitment to expose members’
work in art galleries in towns and
multicultural communities.

A reception to meet the artists and
view the art work will be held in the
gallery on October 3, from 1 to 4 p.m.

Displacement refers to a moving
away from an origin. Homing is the
ability to return to it, often over great
distances. Filipinos have long been
the largest Asian Pacific Islander im-
migrant group in the United States;
they remain largely invisible as an
ethnic group because of their ease
with the English language and west-
ern ways.

They integrate quickly into main-
stream society, while they retain pride
in Philippine culture and heritage as
self-worth and as enrichment of di-

versity in American society.
Imelda Cajipe Endaya, who curated

the exhibit, explains that while the
works vary from realistic watercol-
ors, interpretative figure paintings,
stylized prints, photography and
graphic art, the collection altogether
manifests how Filipino Americans
retain their roots even as they re-
invent themselves in the adopted
American environment they now call
home.

Participating Artists are: Manuel
Rodriguez, Sr., Oscar Dizon, Angelito
David, Tessie Dichupa, Lenore RS
Lim, Lewanda, Julian Oteyza, Mars
Custodio MD, Athena Santos
Magcase Lopez, Manuel Gamboa,
Christine Jeanjaquet, and Francis
Allan Bordeos.

The Les Malamut Art Gallery is
located in the lower level of the Union
Public Library Building, located at
1980 Morris Avenue in Union. For
more information, call (908) 851-
5450 or contact Barbara Wirkus at
dmbbw33@yahoo.com, or the SPAA
at spaausa@gmail.com.

NJWA Sponsors Golf
Outing Fundraiser

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) is
sponsoring a fundraising golf outing
on Tuesday, October 6, at the Fox
Hollow Golf Club, located at 59 Fox
Chase Run in Branchburg.

The day’s events include a lunch
barbeque at 11 a.m., a shotgun start at
12:30 p.m., a cocktail reception at 5
p.m., a putting contest and prizes.
Beverage carts will be on the course,
and dinner is available afterwards at
the clubhouse.

Established in 1972, the NJWA
provides vocal and instrumental mu-
sic lessons to students of all ages and
opportunities for area musicians to
play in its many bands, orchestras,
symphonies and ensembles.

The NJWA also has an instrumen-
tal music program for special-needs
families, a pre-school program, fenc-
ing lessons, drama lessons, a summer
workshop, an art gallery and offers
other arts-related activities through-
out the year.

The golf outing is a major fundraiser
for the NJWA. To obtain a registra-
tion form and more information about
this event, call (908) 789-9696, visit
150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield or log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Summit Symphony
Features Framil

SUMMIT – The Summit Sym-
phony Orchestra’s 72nd season will
begin with a concert on Sunday, Oc-
tober 25, at 3 p.m. at the Lawton C.
Johnson Summit Middle School, lo-
cated on the corner of Summit and
Morris Avenue. The concert will in-
clude music by Beethoven and Haydn.
There will be a pre-concert lecture
beginning at 2:15 p.m. for this perfor-
mance.

Under the direction of conductor
James Sadewhite, the Summit Sym-
phony Orchestra will perform the
Overture to Promethius by
Beethoven, Haydn’s Symphony 101,
The Clock, and Concerto for Cello 1,
also by Haydn. The featured soloist
for this piece will be Stephen Framil.

Critically acclaimed and in demand
the world over, Mr. Framil has ap-
peared as concert soloist and conduc-
tor in Carnegie Weill Hall and Avery
Fisher / Lincoln Center, among many
internationally-recognized venues.

Admission for this concert is free.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 popcorns

The review of director Shane
Acker’s 9 you really want to read is
preferably rendered by a bright, pre-
cocious adolescent who, after attend-
ing Carnegie Mellon, hopes to excel
in an occupation for which there is
yet no name. He or she could conde-
scendingly inform why this animated
bit of post-apocalyptic sci-fi is either
“awesome” or “just so puerile.”

But just in case such an authority
on matters cutting edge is nowhere to
be found in or around your pre-apoca-
lyptic dwelling, kindly consider this
view from among the great unwashed.
And do please accept that it will be
delivered neither by Facebook nor
Twitter, or by blog or text message
either. Yet rather, in a series of para-
graphs known as an essay.

In other words, a critique purveyed
by an older arrogance but still, you’ll
be happy to know, every bit as clueless.
Gosh knows there’s enough abstract
conjecture purveyed in this eyeful of
artistic, next rung animation for sev-
eral generations to lose themselves.
But while sometimes that’s good, too
often it only points to the movie’s
inherent paradox.

Based on Mr. Acker’s 2005, Os-
car-nominated short film by the
same name, expanded to feature
length proportions with the help of
co-writers Pamela Pettler and Ben
Gluck, the big new 9 presents a
problem of focus. While the non-
stop action might appeal to the un-
der-11 set, its PG-13 rating should
rightfully prevent them from view-
ing it.

It is a very violent world in which
we meet the title character. Armaged-
don or not, there are still some pretty
noisy mechanical monsters tossing
their weight around, looking to kill
whatever may have been spared in the
cataclysmic war between man and
machine. Suddenly awakened in un-
completed condition, it seems 9 fits
in neither category.

Rag doll in appearance, his exte-
rior made of burlap, thread and metal
can eyes, he is part android, part robot
and, we surmise, essence of human.
Stumbling around the ruins that re-
sulted at just about the same time of
his creation, he knows not his identity
or purpose. Only a 9 on his back
offers a hint. Luckily, in his wander-
ings he soon meets 2.

A kindly philosopher sort voiced
by Martin Landau, 2 first notices that
his neophyte colleague cannot talk.
Sorting through some salvage, there
it is…a voice box. He takes the lib-
erty of un-zippering his new pal’s
front, inserts the part and, voila, 9
speaks…just like Elijah Wood.
Landau’s wise 2 updates 9.

But it isn’t easy considering the

continuous cacophony and need to
defend themselves against the Beast,
a red-eyed remnant of the victors.
Thus it appears that, just as in the
beginning, in the end, too, there is
chaos. But 2 seems so hopeful. Skip a
few frames; 9 meets other survivors,
some not quite so optimistic.

The ragtag group is led, appropri-
ately enough, by 1, verbalized with
gloom and doom by Christopher
Plummer. Others holed up under his
dominion include a rather silly but
sweet 5, voiced by John C. Reilly; the
oafish 8 (Fred Tatasciore), always
ready to do 1’s bidding; and the pro-
phetic, creative 6 (Crispin Glover).
Then there’s 7, the brave warrior.

It isn’t lost on 9 that 7, articulated
by Jennifer Connelly, is a woman. In
turn, she recognizes a winning cour-
age and grace in him. Too bad that,
through a zealous imprudence regard-
ing the life giving “talisman” he has
found, a great monster capable of
making new monsters is stirred. The
evil metal entities mercilessly attack.

Dashing across the landscape, the
rag doll rebels fight, flee and hide ad
nauseam, their numbers sadly chal-
lenged as they go. And though while
on the run the story of how they came
to be is ultimately related, the repeti-
tious pattern becomes tiresome.
Granted, the battle scenes are resplen-
dent with accomplishments in ani-
mation. But it’s all rhythm.

Contemplative adults require a little
melody tossed in with the beat, a bit
of ebb to balance the flow. Unfortu-
nately, the characters in “9” rarely
have the luxury of pausing to engag-
ingly mull matters. And if they did, it
might be a turn-off for those younger,
explosion-and-noise connoisseurs
who shouldn’t be in the theatre in the
first place.

Still, despite all the flotsam and
jetsam demonstrating over and over
the dangers of kinetic energy, direc-
tor Acker does impart his share of sci-
fi metaphors. But, fittingly enough
for a film produced under Tim
Burton’s aegis, it is as if they are first
randomly shaken in a beaker and then
only delivered with tangential mys-
tique.

Therefore, if there is anything novel
here regarding the eternal man vs.
machine debate, it may be too crypti-
cally woven into the film’s fabric to
decipher. While the dark visuals and
ingenious, contrasting textures pro-
vide a glimpse into this genus of
animation, christened ‘stitch punk,’
for those of us over 14, 9 doesn’t
totally figure.

* * *
9, rated PG-13, is a Focus Features

release directed by Shane Acker and
stars the voices of Elijah Wood, Jen-
nifer Connelly and John C. Reilly.
Running time: 79 minutes.

9: Science Fiction
By the Numbers

SP Author Helps Children
Face School Nurse Fears
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Retired school
nurse Marjorie Picard has seen first-
hand the trepidation children feel
when visiting the nurse’s office.

The Scotch
Plains resident re-
leased “Meet the
School Nurse,” a
children’s book
which introduces
pre-school and
young elemen-
tary-school-age
children to their
school nurse and
the role he or she
plays in their lives.

Recently retired
from Kings Daugh-
ters Day School in
Plainfield, Mrs.
Picard both wrote
and illustrated
“Meet the School
Nurse.”

The author/illustrator hopes the book
will reduce the stress and apprehension
young children experience when they
have to visit the school nurse’s office.

She uses energetic, rhyming text and
lively illustrations to get the message
across.

From dispensing band-aids to check-
ing for head lice, in this book, the
school nurse is depicted as an impor-
tant caretaker in a child’s life.

Mrs. Picard’s early career revolved
around journalism. Later, after de-
ciding she wanted to do something
related to children, she studied nurs-
ing at Elizabeth General Nursing

FIRST FRIDAY Music
Series Continues in October
WESTFIELD – After inaugural con-

certs in August and September, the new
FIRST FRIDAY Music Series, pre-
sented by TEATRO Sí at the Galeria
West Art Gallery in Westfield, contin-
ues to offer the  opportunity to enjoy
diverse music genres performed live in
concert by a series of renowned artists.

The FIRST FRIDAY events con-
tinue on October 2 at 7 p.m. with the
unique Latin-jazz-meets-world-music
sounds of acclaimed violinist Yuri
Turchyn and the quintet Grupo Yuri.
The concert on November 6 at 7 p.m.
brings to the stage Argentinean pianist
Emilio Teubal and the music quartet La

Balteuband with a fusion of Argentine
jazz.

On December 4 at 7 p.m., the public
can enjoy an evening of the romantic
Bolero and more with acclaimed inter-
national singer Marga Mitchell and
friends. The monthly First Friday con-
certs will also continue in 2010 with a
series of celebrated music artists.

Proceeds from each event benefit
theatrical programming efforts at
TEATRO Sí.

There is a suggested event donation
of $10 per person. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 301-9496 or visit
TeatroSi.com.

Teen Arts on Display
At Elizabeth Public Library
AREA – The Union County Board

of Chosen Freeholders announced that
the 2009 Teen Arts Traveling Exhibit
will be on display at the Elizabeth
Public Library, located at 11 South
Broad Street, through October 30 dur-
ing regular library hours.

The exhibit consists of 55 pieces
of art selected from more than 600
visual-art works shown at the 2009
Union County Teen Arts Festival
held in March at Union County
College in Cranford.

The exhibiting students include:
Mountainside, Deerfield School,

Isabelle Perrin; Scotch Plains,
Union County Vo-Tech, Veronica
Tolentino; Scotch Plains, Union

County Vo-Tech, Emily
Aschenbach; Scotch Plains, Union
County Vo-Tech, Brian Fischer;
Scotch Plains, Hillcrest Academy,
Louis Rodriquez; Westfield, Lam-
berts Mill Academy, Gabby
Aragona; and Westfield, Edison In-
termediate, Julia Godbee.

“Each year, I am amazed by the
exceptional artwork submitted by
the students,” said Freeholder Chair-
man Al Mirabella. “I encourage ev-
eryone to get out and see this fun,
lively exhibit as it continues its tour
throughout Union County.”

For more information, call (908)
558-2550 or e-mail
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.
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Menus and Memories
From Punjab

By JAYNE BOOK SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – It’s been a long
seven years, but Scotch Plains resident
Veronica “Rani” Sidhu’s cookbook is
finally here, and what a book it is!

“Menus and Memories from Punjab,
Meals to Nourish Body and Soul” de-
tails more than 200 luscious Punjabi
recipes. Included on these pages are
Rani’s personal stories and photographs,
as well as beautifully portrayed food
photos.

The author is a Midwestern Chris-
tian girl who was born and raised in
Detroit. As a young girl, she spent some
time in a nunnery, but when she met her
husband, an emigrant from the Punjab
region of India, it was love at first sight.

She enjoyed cooking and menu de-
veloping from the start. As a co-ed at the
University of Michigan, Rani was a
house director and steward; she shopped,
cooked and developed the menus for
more than 30 students. She told The
Westfield Leader and The Times “coinci-
dentally, the first cookbook I ever bought
as a newlywed was the English transla-
tion of ‘Larousse Gastronomique,’ the
same book Julia Child’s husband gave
her for her birthday in Paris.” This only
fueled her passion for cooking and menu
developing.

Veronica learned the craft of Punjabi
cooking from her beloved mother-in-
law, whom she called Bebeji (mother).
According to Rani, for almost 30 years
their playing field was the kitchen in a
game called cooking while speaking
the universal language of food.

Needless to say, Rani was a great
chef right from the beginning, as evi-
denced by the recipes in “Menus and
Memories from Punjab, Meals to Nour-
ish Body and Soul.”

Delicious though the dishes may be,
they are also high in nutritional value,
just an added benefit created by the
spices that go into the creation of au-
thentic Punjabi cooking.

There are major health benefits pro-

vided by the spices used in Punjabi
cooking. Three in particular have been
scientifically proven in study after study
to fight some very serious diseases as
well as some common maladies.

Turmeric, ginger and cinnamon are
three such spices. All have huge me-
dicinal properties. Veronica’s recipes
employ these ingredients repeatedly, as
they are Punjabi-cooking staples and
contribute to the unique and fragrant
flavors of her dishes.

Many of the recipes in “Menus and
Memories from Punjab” begin with
what is known as “tardka.” Tardka con-
sists of three aromatics; onion, garlic
and ginger, which are the basis for
many Punjabi dishes. While tardka is
like the glue, garam masala, a warming
spice mixture, is the heart and soul. It is
a mixture of many different spices all of
which warm the body.

For the reader’s convenience, the reci-
pes are clearly labeled at the top of each
page as vegan (VG), eggs (E), fish or
shellfish (F), meat (M), dairy or ghee
(D). Additionally, each recipe is listed
in English and in Punjabi.

Punjabi cooking is not known to be
simple, but Veronica’s easy-to-follow
recipes, along with her advice on choos-
ing the ingredients and preparation,
makes her book very usable even to the
inexperienced cook.

The book is full of interesting vi-
gnettes and facts. It is more than a
cookbook; the writing is more of an
examination of the history and culture
through food of the Punjabi region and
people.

Her book is available at all major
bookstores and at Amazon.com. For
more information, visit
ranisrecipes.com.

Rahway Guild Features NEXUS Art Exhibit
RAHWAY – The Arts Guild New

Jersey (formerly The Arts Guild of
Rahway) presents NEXUS – the Merck
2009 Invitational Exhibit for Union
County Artists – from October 16
through November 6, at the Arts Guild
New Jersey, located at 1670 Irving Street
in Rahway.

The opening reception is Sunday,
October 18, from 1 to 4 p.m. Admission
is free, and the exhibit is open to the
public. Light refreshments will be

served.
NEXUS features artworks in a range

of styles, mediums and genres by the
following artists: Nancy Depew, Cindy
Malhotra, Maria Mijares, Donald
Lokuta, Karen Kaplowitz, James Occi,
Raymond Horner Jr., Ekaternina
Kardonova, Joan Dreyer, Fausto Sevila,
Paul Pinkman, Antony Nicoli, David
Gold, andNicholas Impalli.

To learn more, call (732) 381-7511
or visit rahwayartsguild.org.

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Due Sorelle Jewelry
Fall Trunk Show

58 Elm Street • Westfield

www.juxtaposegallery.com
908-232-3278

Serving The Community for 32 Years

Saturday, October 3rd • 11am - 5pm
Please Join Us

School.
While writing is a fairly recent

venture for her, illustrating is not.
“When I was a child I drew all the

time,” she said. “Then, when I was
going through nursing school, art be-

came a way for me
to relieve stress.”

In 2008, Mrs.
Picard’s illustrative
efforts were recog-
nized when she
won an award at the
Union County Se-
nior Art show for a
pastel portrait of a
young girl in medi-
eval dress entitled
“Princess.”

She was inspired
to write a children’s
book about the
school nurse by “an
idea that [she] just
had to fulfill.”

Using what she
learned from attending a class on
writing children’s books at the Visual
Arts Center of New Jersey, Mrs.
Picard wrote “Meet the School Nurse”
in a mere six weeks.

“The rhyme just came into my
head,” she said, adding, “I liked the
feel of it.”

Although she is retired, Mrs. Picard
is one busy lady. She currently fills
her days taking piano lessons and
attending art classes. She also plays
the viola in an intergenerational or-
chestra.

“Meet the School Nurse” is avail-
able from most online and local book-
stores.


