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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

EL-KHOURY SCORES ON BARRERA’S THROUGH BALL; BOYER MAKES SIX SAVES FOR 43RD CAREER VICTORY

Cranford Cougar Boys Edge Soccer Blue Devil Boys, 1-0
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Anticipating one of its best seasons
in memory, the Cranford High School
boys soccer team found an opening in
the hosting Blue Devils’ defense mid-
way through the first half to grab a 1-

0 victory over Westfield on Septem-
ber 17. The Cougars, coached by Mike
Curci, entered the game with a 3-0
record and the Blue Devils, coached
by George Kapner, had impressive
victories in their first two outings.

“Westfield is always a tough oppo-

nent. We respect them an awful lot. I
respect George Kapner and what he
has done here over the years. It should
be a great match,” coach Curci said
prior to the showdown. “We are 3-0
going in and they are 2-0 with a
couple of big wins. It’s going to be a

great test for both teams. I think we
are ready for the challenge. We have
been coaching against each other for
quite some time. We know that both
teams come out ready and a lot of the
kids know each other from having
played each other in club ball, so
there’s that bit of intensity that comes
into play. It’s a great measuring stick
and we are going to find out exactly
where we are when this game is over.”

The Cougars took the initiative for
the first eight minutes and managed
five shots on goal but the Blue Devils
began to even matters later until se-
nior midfielder Josh Barrera sent a
through ball on the ground between
defenders on the right side to junior
center midfielder Ray El-Khoury, who
shed a pair of defenders and drilled a
shot from eight-yards out past Blue
Devil keeper Adam Fine with 23 min-
utes on the clock.

The Blue Devils put the pressure
on the Cougars’ backfield and put
senior goalkeeper Scott Boyer, who
made six saves, to the test but he was
up to the challenge when Blue Devils
Kevin Clancy and Joe Greenspan got

off some wicked shots.
“I was not pleased with the first 20

minutes but I was pleased with the
rest of the game. When they scored
that goal, I think we played better.
The only thing we didn’t do was
finish and part of that reason was
Boyer,” coach Kapner said. “I think
he is exceptional. He plays the game
well. He has great angles and he made
great saves.

“Our back four has been stellar this
season. Pat Kaskiw, Eric Walano,
Ryan Lopes and Rob Ghiretti, as well
as defensive midfielder Connor
DeMars have been outstanding. Their
work rate and intensity is a big part of
our success,” coach Curci said. “We
defeated a very good Westfield team
today. We set up a great opportunity
to score the goal and then our defense
did the rest, doing a tremendous job
of shutting off the passing lanes and
knocking down shots. Boyer came up
with several fantastic saves to earn
the shutout. This was a huge win for
our program, especially on the road,
and the boys should be proud.”

The Cougars also had another

chance to score in the first half but
Blue Devil Ryan Krasnoo was on line
to clear the ball. Zach Zagorski took
over the goalkeeper responsibilities
in the second half.

It was the first time since 2004 that
the Cougars have beaten Westfield.
Two years ago, the Cougars and the
Blue Devils battled to a 0-0 deadlock.

“This is just the beginning. There
are a lot more games to be played and
the pressure will be on every time we
take the field. So far, we’ve handled it
well. We’ll see where it goes from
here, coach Curci said.”

Under coach Curci, the Cougars
have turned a 4-13 season in 2005 to
a 15-6 record, including their second
conference championship in a row,
last year. The Cougars were 9-7-4 in
2006 and 15-4-1 in 2007.

“Our players have worked hard for
this success over the past several years,
looking to be considered one of the
elite teams in Union County. It’s about
earning respect and credibility, and I
think we did that today,” he said.
Cranford 1 0 1
Westfield 0 0 0

COSTELLO, PONCE, LANDEKA NET GOAL, ASST. EACH

Soccer Blue Devils Stagger
Cranford Lady Cougars, 6-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School soccer
girls dazed Cranford with a barrage
of shots from every direction and
walked away with a 6-0 conquest at
Walnut Elementary School in
Cranford on September 17.

Juniors Sam Costello, Hannah
Kronick and freshman Alexandra
Tinfow netted one goal each in the
first half, while senior Amanda
Markowski, junior Martina Landeka
and junior Katie Ponce each banged
in a goal in the second half to lead the
2-0 Blue Devils. Senior Anna Ridings
and junior Gaby Gold combined halt-
ing six Cougar shots.

“The 6-0 win is our preparation.
We work hard at a high level. No
doubt about it! The games are easier

than the practices and what they
brought today is exactly what we
want to practice. We have a lot of
good size, a lot of good speed and
we’re teaching them how to read the
game, try to pull apart the defense,
find the open spaces behind and be
fearless in the box,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Alex Schmidt said. “We had a
couple of good head balls, a couple of
good goals off of crosses and they
attacked as much as possible in and
around the other team’s box.”

Costello, assisted by senior Molly
Maher, tore up the net first with an
18-yard blast at 19:20. “We were told
from the beginning that this was go-
ing to be a hard game. We knew what
we had to do, we definitely deserve it

and this is what we need to get our
season going. As to the goal, I saw the
ball in the air, knew Molly was going
to get the header into the box, so I
figured I had to be there to get it in and
luckily the ball got in,” said Costello.

Less than four minutes later,
Kronick, on an assist by Costello,

Cougar Pride
This page is reserved for Cranford High School sports only.

To make this weekly page a success, help

is needed from the coaches, a stat person

and/or a designated parent, who follows

any of the teams and wishes to contribute

a to the point, factual account of the event.

Any good photos of the event may also be

welcomed.

Please e-mail by Monday at noon to

David B. Corbin, (Asst. Publisher/Sports Editor)

dcorbin@goleader.com

Go Cougars!
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Probitas Verus Honos
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONVERGING ON THE BALL…Blue Devil Ryan Jennings, left, and Cougar Pat Hartnett, No. 26, converge on the ball
in the first half at Gary Kehler Stadium.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Senior forward/midfielder Pat Hartnett netted
three goals in his first three games and has been selected Cougar Athlete of the
Week ending September 12.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING SEVERAL KEY SAVESL…Cougar senior goalkeeper/Tri-Captain Scott Boyer made several key saves in a very
important game against the Westfield Blue Devils on September 17.


