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DelSordi’s Goal Lifts Raiders
Over AL Johnson Soccer Boys

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devils Play ‘Giveaway’
In 21-7 loss to Watchung Hills

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

had six yards, Jhakyse Williams to-
taled two yards and Wesley Belle
totaled seven yards, including a one-
yard touchdown plunge late in the
third quarter. Belle (1 interception)
completed seven of 10 passing at-
tempts for 53 yards, Kerr (2 intercep-
tions) was 4-for-7 for 13 yards and
Murray was 1-for-1 for 16 yards.
Scanlon had three receptions for 43
yards, Nolasco had three for 14 yards,
Williams had a nine-yard reception
and Helfand had one for three yards.

“We had no offensive rhythm at
all,” DeSarno said. “We couldn’t get
the running game going and we didn’t
block very well. Every time we would
run with the ball there was somebody
dropping it. We got to fix it!”

The dark omen of misfortune for
the Blue Devils appeared immedi-
ately when Warrior Anthony Wilson
took the opening kickoff at the 13
yard line and scooted 87 yards for the
touchdown. Ron Rowe booted the
extra point to make the score 7-0.

The Blue Devils first offensive
series ended in an interception and

their second series ended in a punt
that had enough backspin to net only
two yards from scrimmage. Disaster
struck again on the next series when
the hike sailed over Belle’s head and
Warrior Matt Gildenberg scooped
up the ball at the 17 and trotted into
the end zone with 2:25 remaining in
the first quarter. Rowe’s point after
made the score 14-0.

Toward the end of the first half, the
Blue Devils engineered a drive to the
Warriors’ five-yard line but Kerr was
sacked as time ran out. The Blue
Devil fumble at the opening of the
third quarter set up Warrior Butler’s
26-yard touchdown reception from
quarterback Will Hering. Toward the
end of the quarter, Nolasco’s 74-yard
interception to the Warriors’ one gave
the Blue Devils hope but it took four
plays for Belle to finally penetrate the
goal line.

“The opening kickoff, we fumbled
the ball. It was very sloppy! I wish I
had an answer for it. We’ve got to get
one soon. We don’t practice this way.
We executed well in our scrimmages.
The last two games, we just haven’t
executed,” coach DeSarno said.
Westfield   0   0   7   0 7
Watchung Hills 14   0   7   0 21

Senior left midfielder Zach
Flanzmann had four of the Raiders’
six shots on goal and senior keeper
Anthony Zukofsky needed to make
three saves, including one great one
in the first half.

Despite battling without the ser-
vices of senior co-captains Joe
D’Annunzio (head injury) and
Hernandez, the Crusaders’ goal area
was in jeopardy in the second half as
the Raiders attacked from the left and
right flanks and crossed to teammates,
who blasted away. Unfortunately,
converting any of the shots failed.
Despite the one-sided battering, the
1-2 visitors stunned the Raiders when
senior Nick Vallaverse, on an assist
by Anthony Falzone, scored on a great
header over the goalie at 8:42.

Zukofsky who made one save in
the second half said, “It was a good

goal. The kid got a good head on it.
Nothing you can do about it! Other
than that, there was one key chal-
lenge when a kid came across and I
had to make a kick-save out and that
came in the second half.”

The real moment of truth, however,
came when DelSordi penetrated the
middle and was fouled by the de-
fender on the 15-yard line. From there,
DelSordi blasted the ball into the
right side of the goal with 2:14 re-
maining in the game.

“Having an opportunity like that is
crucial to the game. You focus on the
task and that is all I focused on. Step-
ping up to he ball, I knew it was too
important for me to mess up, so I had
to do the job and finish up and I did,”
said DelSordi.

“Our guys are very resilient and
they are not going to be denied. They
are going to go down fighting to their
very last breath. Inch by inch, they
are going to keep clawing their way.
Hopefully, the thing with Johan is not
tremendously serious. I feel so bad
for him for he has such a love and
passion for the game,” coach
Breznitsky said.

AL Johnson 0 1 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 1 2
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com
– Click “Archives”.

September 20, 2004: Junior Allie
Hambleton tapped in a goal in the
first minute and freshman Alana
Bencivengo added a second goal with
30 seconds remaining in the first half
to lift the 3-0-1 Raider girls soccer
team to a 2-0 victory over host
Westfield. Raider sophomore goal-
keeper Lauren Mains earned her third-
straight shutout with 11 saves.

September 20, 2003: The strength
of Cougar Bryan Giannecchini’s leg
sagged the Westfield football team’s
record to 0-2 after falling to Cranford,
21-14, at Gary Kehler Stadium. Blue
Devil quarterback Jan Cocozziello,
who carried 13 times for 118 yards
and a TD, completed 11 of 17 passes
for 143 yards and one TD.

September 19, 2002: The Blue
Devil field hockey girls overwhelmed
Columbia, 2-0, in Westfield. Senior
forward Kathryn Seib on an assist
from senior forward Emily Kahn
scored the first goal and senior center
midfielder Tracy Rood buried a pen-
alty stroke into the left corner.

September 22, 2001: The Raider

boys cross-country team won its
third-straight Passaic County
Coaches Invitational Group 3 title at
the 3.1-mile Garret Mountain course
in West Paterson. The Raiders to-
taled 59 points to edge Middletown
South with 60 points and St.
Benedict’s Prep with 61 points. Se-
nior Bob Wallden crossed first for
the second-consecutive year with a
time of 16:34.01.

September 21, 2000: Area high
school gymnasts have been aware
that Westfield High School gymnas-
tics has quite a one, two punch with
twins Lauren and Jessica Caravello.
Well, add another punch with fresh-
man Krissy Valla as Lauren, Jessica
and Krissy, respectively, placed one,
two, three in the all-around to lift the
Blue Devils well over the Somerville
Pioneers, 104.25-96.2, in Westfield.

September 24, 1998: The Blue
Devil girls tennis team held off a very
competitive Raider team and came
up with a 4-1 victory in Scotch Plains.
Raider junior Carolyn Pilkington had
a battle with Blue Devil senior Jen
Matro at first singles. Matro and
Pilkington kept blazing shot-after-
shot at each other, but finally, Matro
won out, 7-5 and 6-3.

This home has it all…outstanding condition, classic styling & convenience to downtown Westfield,
transportation & schools. You will appreciate the ease of entertaining family & friends because of
the spacious & gracious flow of rooms. A fenced, beautifully landscaped back yard is accessed by
sliders from the family room to one of the patios. Among the special qualities this house has to
offer are detailed moldings, living room fireplace, hardwood floors, lots of storage, newer baths, a
first floor office/bedroom, finished recreation room and an oversized two-car garage. Dont miss it!
Call us today for an appointment!                                                                Offered for $675,000
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A Family Finds a Home
at The Savannah

35 Luxury Condominium Residences  
For Those 55-plus in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

By Appointment Only  Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker  Office: (908) 233-5900 
Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor  Cell: (908) 413-0040
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Residents at the Savannah enjoy concierge service, secured entry,   
an elegant lobby, a community room with a prep kitchen for catered parties,  

elevators to each f loor and two underground parking spaces per unit.

The Savannah has CLOSED ON 5 MORE HOMES and  
SIGNED 7 MORE CONTRACTS since the end of May!

“The beauty of the European-inspired architecture, the spacious residences and the  

elegant finishes and appointments charmed the entire family”, stated Mr. and Mrs. 

Roden, who have just moved into the Savannah. They felt that The Savannah would  

not only endure the test of time – just like the best of the pre-war construction  

that is traditional of Westfield - but will remain a beauty even in its  

golden years. From the courtyards to the smallest details,  

The Roden Family felt The Savannah exuded a charm  

that makes it a welcome addition to Westfield’s  

celebrated downtown district as well as the  

regal residential architecture  

of the surrounding  

community.

Open House! Sunday, September 27th, 1pm-4pm 
111 Prospect Street, Westfield, NJ

The Savannah...distinctive five-story, European-inspired building  
just steps from Westfield’s famed downtown...  

Cranford Cougar Boys Edge
Soccer Blue Devil Boys, 1-0
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defenders on the right side to junior
center midfielder Ray El-Khoury, who
shed a pair of defenders and drilled a
shot from eight-yards out past Blue
Devil keeper Adam Fine with 23 min-
utes on the clock.

The Blue Devils put the pressure
on the Cougars’ backfield and put
senior goalkeeper Scott Boyer, who
made six saves, to the test but he was
up to the challenge when Blue Devils
Kevin Clancy and Joe Greenspan got
off some wicked shots.

“I was not pleased with the first 20
minutes but I was pleased with the
rest of the game. When they scored
that goal, I think we played better.
The only thing we didn’t do was
finish and part of that reason was
Boyer,” coach Kapner said. “I think
he is exceptional. He plays the game
well. He has great angles and he made
great saves.

“Our back four has been stellar this
season. Pat Kaskiw, Eric Walano,
Ryan Lopes and Rob Ghiretti, as well
as defensive midfielder Connor
DeMars have been outstanding. Their
work rate and intensity is a big part of
our success,” coach Curci said. “We
defeated a very good Westfield team
today. We set up a great opportunity
to score the goal and then our defense
did the rest, doing a tremendous job
of shutting off the passing lanes and
knocking down shots. Boyer came up
with several fantastic saves to earn
the shutout. This was a huge win for
our program, especially on the road,
and the boys should be proud.”

The Cougars also had another
chance to score in the first half but
Blue Devil Ryan Krasnoo was on line
to clear the ball. Zach Zagorski took
over the goalkeeper responsibilities
in the second half.

It was the first time since 2004 that
the Cougars have beaten Westfield.
Two years ago, the Cougars and the
Blue Devils battled to a 0-0 deadlock.

“This is just the beginning. There
are a lot more games to be played and
the pressure will be on every time we
take the field. So far, we’ve handled it
well. We’ll see where it goes from
here, coach Curci said.”

Under coach Curci, the Cougars
have turned a 4-13 season in 2005 to
a 15-6 record, including their second
conference championship in a row,
last year. The Cougars were 9-7-4 in
2006 and 15-4-1 in 2007.

“Our players have worked hard for
this success over the past several years,
looking to be considered one of the
elite teams in Union County. It’s about
earning respect and credibility, and I
think we did that today,” he said.
Cranford 1 0 1
Westfield 0 0 0

Blue Devil Boys Tame
Linden in Soccer, 3-0
Kevin Clancy netted a pair of goals

and Evan Heroux fired in a third to
push the 3-1 Westfield High School
boys soccer team past 1-2 Linden in
Westfield on September 21. Zach
Zagorski, Adam Fine and Dylan
Simon combined for nine saves.Soccer Raiders Blank

Kinnelon Boys, 4-0
The visiting Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School boys soccer
team upped its record to 5-0 with a 4-
0 shutout of Kinnelon on September
21. Mike Henkels notched a goal and
two assists, while Mike DelSordi,
Zach Flanzman and Nigel Fung-A-
Fat scored once.

Lady Blue Devils Top
Linden Volleyballers
The Westfield High School girls

volleyball team topped Linden, 25-
18, 25-16, on September 17. Jennelle
Abbattista had 10 assists, Grace
Antonelli had five digs, Gab Cerami
had four aces, three kills and two
blocks and Emma Partridge had four
digs, two aces and a kill.

Lady Blue Devils Top
Raiders in Tennis, 4-1
The Westfield High School girls

tennis team defeated Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 4-1, on September 21.
First singles: Lexi Borr (W) d Alex
Szczuka, 6-0, 6-2
Second singles: Debbie Wu (W) d Chris-
tina Reiman, 6-2, 6-2
Third singles: Neha Pannuri (S) d
Marilyn Kowalski, 6-2, 6-3
First doubles: Samantha Borr and Mor-
gan Murphy (W) d Alex Sullivan and
Lyndsey Douglas, 6-4, 6-0
Second doubles: Katherine McKinley
and Melissa Morawski (W) d Alyssa
Leyden and Isabel Lopez, 6-1, 6-1

Lady Blue Devils Rip
Soccer Tigers, 8-0

Sam Costello scored three goals to
lead the 3-0 Westfield High School
girls soccer team to an 8-0 rout of
Linden in Linden on September 21.
Katie Ponce, Catherine Kerr, Emma
Franks, Amanda Markowski and
Tracy Kaplan each scored once.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO BREAK INTO THE OPEN…Blue Devil kickoff return man
Jhakyse Williams attempts to break out into the open field against the Warriors.
The Warriors took advantage of Westfield mistakes to win, 21-7.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO GET THE UPPER FOOT…Blue Devil Joe Greenspan, No. 10,
battles a Cougar for control of the ball.


