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COSTELLO, PONCE, LANDEKA NET GOAL, ASST. EACH

Soccer Blue Devils Stagger
Cranford Lady Cougars, 6-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School soccer
girls dazed Cranford with a barrage
of shots from every direction and
walked away with a 6-0 conquest at
Walnut Elementary School in
Cranford on September 17.

Juniors Sam Costello, Hannah
Kronick and freshman Alexandra
Tinfow netted one goal each in the
first half, while senior Amanda
Markowski, junior Martina Landeka
and junior Katie Ponce each banged
in a goal in the second half to lead the
2-0 Blue Devils. Senior Anna Ridings
and junior Gaby Gold combined halt-
ing six Cougar shots.

“The 6-0 win is our preparation.
We work hard at a high level. No
doubt about it! The games are easier
than the practices and what they
brought today is exactly what we
want to practice. We have a lot of
good size, a lot of good speed and
we’re teaching them how to read the
game, try to pull apart the defense,
find the open spaces behind and be
fearless in the box,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Alex Schmidt said. “We had a
couple of good head balls, a couple of
good goals off of crosses and they
attacked as much as possible in and
around the other team’s box.”

Costello, assisted by senior Molly
Maher, tore up the net first with an

18-yard blast at 19:20. “We were
told from the beginning that this was
going to be a hard game. We knew
what we had to do, we definitely
deserve it and this is what we need to
get our season going. As to the goal,
I saw the ball in the air, knew Molly
was going to get the header into the
box, so I figured I had to be there to
get it in and luckily the ball got in,”
said Costello.

Less than four minutes later,
Kronick, on an assist by Costello,
tapped in the second goal. “I had to
finish as the ball came in to me and
finished off the shot,” said Kronick.

The third goal came at 32:00 in the
half when freshman Catherine Kerr
served an effective cross to Tinfow,
who placed a header into the left
corner. “I knew I had to be far post, so
I just stuck my head on it so I could
get it in and it did,” Tinfow said.

The Cougar goal area continued to
be a shooting gallery in the second
half as the Blue Devils attacked from
the left and right sides and crossed to
teammates, who penetrated the
middle and blasted away. With 26:22
on the clock, Markowski, on an assist
by Kronick, burst through the middle
and ripped a shot past the goalie. “We
trained a lot to tear apart the defense
and we did that today. As to the goal,
my objective is to frame the goal, so
once I saw Hannah cross the ball back

in and I was there to head it in,”
Markowski said.

Later, Ponce skid the ball to
Landeka, who penetrated the middle
and fired a rocket into the top right
side of the goal. “I saw the opening,
took on the defense and ripped the
shot,” said Landeka.

The final goal came when Ponce
sailed the ball into the upper left side
of the cage. “We had a free kick
outside of the eighteen. I was looking
for the cross actually but it jumped
right in there,” said Ponce.

Despite the one-sided battering,
optimistic Cranford Head Coach Jen-
nifer Michewicz said, “First twenty
minutes, it was a very even game. We
possessed a little more than they and
we created scoring opportunities. Say
we would have converted on one of
our opportunities early on; I was hop-
ing it would have been a whole differ-
ent result. The big difference came
down to every opportunity they had,
they put it away.”

“Defensively, our seniors Becca
Kape, Katie Esler, Julia Spiridigliozzi,
all read the game well, the two keep-
ers, splitting time and both strong in
the back and understanding to be
where the ball is. The first objective is
to slow down the ball and then we try
to win it,” coach Schmidt explained.
Westfield 3 3 6
Cranford 0 0 0

LINEBACKER BERWICK STANDS OUT ON DEFENSE

Linden Football Tigers Rout
Surprised SPF Raiders, 35-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Expectations of a close match-up
diminished quickly as the highly im-
proved Linden Tigers stopped the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football team’s offense in its tracks
on its way to a 35-0 rout in Linden on
September 18. Both teams entered
the game with 1-0 records, having
won by narrow margins the week
before.

Perhaps it was the Tigers’ physical
play, perhaps it was the Raiders’ mis-
reads or perhaps it was both. In either
event, it all added up to a rout as the
Tigers’ physical defense limited the
Raiders’ offense to just 27 total yards
rushing – 14 yards on 10 carries in the
first half and 13 yards on 15 carries in
the second half – and five yards pass-
ing on 13 attempts, 12 by quarterback
Gary Binkiewicz.

The very aggressive Tigers’ defen-
sive line stopped Binkiewicz to minus
10 yards on eight rushing attempts.
Running back Neville Hall had the
only noticeable rushing yardage with
29 yards on five carries. Javin Hawkins
produced three yards on seven carries,
Quintin Blackwell netted four yards
on four carries and Kyle Berwick had
one yard on one carry.

Despite the Raiders’ dismal perfor-
mance, Berwick from his linebacker
position, made 15 tackles, in which
several were throws for losses. JC
Davidson and Hawkins had eight tack-
les each. Alex Graham made seven
tackles and Hall had five.

“Berwick played very well. I was
very impressed with how he played,”
Raider Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli
said. “He’s not a big kid but he’s
playing with more confidence and
that is what we got to get the other
guys to play with.”

The Tigers rolled up 187 yards on
the ground – 144 in the first half on 22
carries and 43 in the second half on
seven carries – and senior quarter-
back Trell Myers completed nine of
13 passes for 142 yards and one touch-
down (TD) – 111 yards and the TD in
the first half. Running back William
Ingram had all 117 of his rushing
yards in the first half, including a 10-
yard run for the game’s first TD with
7:01 on the clock in the first quarter.

Six seconds into the second quarter,
Myers scored the Tigers’ second TD
with a six-yard keeper. The point after
attempt ricocheted unsuccessfully off
the crossbar. Sophomore Ruhann
Peele, who had five receptions for 53
yards, scored the third TD with a 17-

yard reception late in the second quar-
ter and the two-point conversion pass
to him made the score 21-0.

The Tigers took seven plays to cover
61 yards for their next TD when
Kranston Green crashed in from the
one-yard line with 6:15 left in the third
quarter. Peele scored the final TD on a
50-yard punt return with 21 seconds
remaining in the third quarter.

“They were very physical. They
are very well coached. When they do
what they did to us today, it was a butt
kicking. I have been here long enough
that I have been in these games at
both ends,” coach Ciccotelli said. “I
don’t think we were physical enough.
I think we made a lot of mistakes and
that comes back to the coaching. For
some reason, our kids are not doing
what they were coached to do. When
that is happening, we have to evaluate
ourselves as coaches. I wish I could
say it would be like the Dutch boy
putting his finger in the dike but it’s
not just one thing. The one thing that
we got to do is we can’t give up.”

The Raiders hope to get back on the
winning track when they host Warren
Hills this Saturday, September 26, at
1 p.m.
Sc. Pl-Fanwood   0   0   0   0 0
Linden   7 14 14   0 35
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COLONIAL EXPANDED RANCH SPLIT LEVEL

COLONIAL TUDOR COLONIAL CENTER HALL COLONIAL

$1,050,000 $799,900 $629,000

$1,675,000 $1,500,000

This 4 bedroom, 4½ bath, 4 year old Colonial is situated in Echo Lake Estates. The 2 story
entry foyer, with sparkling chandelier, leads to an open & airy floor plan that offers both
gracious and comfortable living. There are custom moldings, recessed lighting & intercom/
sound system throughout. The gourmet kitchen with separate dining area opens to a warm and
inviting family room with gas fireplace. There is a fabulous master suite with his/her walk-in
closets plus separate sitting room with additional deep closets and luxury master bath. The
tremendous finished basement with gas fireplace and full bath makes for a great casual
gathering place and recreation area. A beautiful home in a beautiful setting. MLS # 2681275

Welcome to this spectacular spacious sprawling 4 Bedroom, 3 Full and 2 Half Bath
Expanded Ranch. This near acre of property is situated on one of the most picturesque cul-
de-sacs in Scotch Plains. This lovely home boasts an open floor plan with large rooms...perfect
for entertaining family & friends. Enjoy two master suites on the first level. Family room
extends into great room with floor to ceiling windows, high wood beamed ceilings and
sliding doors to deck and pool area. Giant finished basement with recreation room, big
storage area and workout area. A 2 car attached garage and the backyard is an oasis in a truly
private setting. MLS # 2703923

Hurry to see this large 4 Bedroom, 3 Full Bath home in a terrific location; featuring a new
master bedroom and bath and huge Family Room with wet bar. Very convenient to NYC
transportation, schools and parks. Enjoy this summer on the large deck overlooking the park
like backyard with in-ground swimming pool and Koi pond. Possible in-law or au pair suite
on ground floor. MLS # 2695677

Impressive Colonial Tudor style home situated on a cul-de-sac of a very desirable
neighborhood. 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Baths, Eat-In-Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, Family
Room with dramatic wood burning stone fireplace, newer roof, huge basement with high
ceilings and plenty of storage. CAC, 2 car garage, Deck off Family Room, attic storage
accessed by pull-down stairs and hardwood floors under carpeting. MLS # 2664629

Magnificent 4000 sq ft home, situated on a private lane in Wychwood. This custom built
home contains 4 large Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths, 3 Fireplaces, butler‘s pantry with sink and wine
cooler. Gourmet kitchen with two subzeros, professional double over range, two dishwashers
and microwave. The grand staircase leads to a bridge overlooking the Great Room. The
custom woodwork is a must see, triple tray ceiling with crown molding in the Dining Room
and coffered tray ceiling in the Master Bedroom. The Master Suite includes closet systems,
marble bath with steam shower and Jacuzzi tub. MLS # 2574043

All Brick/Stone 5 Bedroom, 5.5 Bath Center Hall Colonial with old world charm and today‘s
amenities. A 2 story entrance, Great Room and Recreation Room with gas fireplace, Gourmet
Eat-In-Kitchen, 3 car garage, full finished basement, 2 zone HVAC, stone patio on a cul-de-
sac. Yesterday‘s grandeur, today‘s technology, tomorrow‘s dream. MLS # 2659080

$699,900

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO GET TO THE BALL FIRST…Raider running back Quintin Blackwell, No. 24, attempts to pick up a
dropped ball before the Linden defense can get to it.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JARRING THE BALL AWAY FROM A COUGAR…Blue Devil Sam Costello, No. 23, jars the ball away from Cougar goalie
Genevieve Chaleff. Costello later scored.


