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Ms. Catherine M. Jordan and Dr. G. William Thomas

Ms. Catherine Jordan to Wed
Dr. G. William Thomas

Mr. and Mrs. William C. Jordan are
pleased to announce the engagement
of their daughter, Ms. Catherine Mary
Jordan, to Dr. G. William Thomas.
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Scott
Bradford of Minneapolis, Minn.

The bride-to-be was raised in
Westfield and graduated from
Westfield High School. She earned
her Bachelor of Arts degree in Psy-
chology from the University of Vir-
ginia. Ms. Jordan also was awarded a
Master of Arts degree in Elementary
Education from Trinity University in
Washington, D.C. She is a first-grade

teacher at the Beacon School in Prince
George’s County, Md.

The future bridegroom was raised
in Bloomington, Minn. and gradu-
ated from Thomas Jefferson Senior
High in Bloomington. He was
awarded a Bachelor of Arts degree
from Northwestern University and
his Doctorate in the History of Sci-
ence from Harvard University in Cam-
bridge, Mass. Dr. Thomas is an histo-
rian with the American Institute of
Physics in College Park, Md.

The couple will be married in 2010
in Washington, D.C.

Library Invites Teenagers
To Take Part In Activities

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, currently is seeking
teenagers for multiple activities.

“We need teens to help with Book
Buddies,” said Kathy Muhm, coordi-
nator of Youth Services at the library.
“If you’re a student in grades 8 to 12,
this is your chance to pair with a child
in first, second or third grade and to
read one-on-one with them.”

The Book Buddies program will be
held on Sundays, September 27, Oc-
tober 18, November 22 and Decem-
ber 13, from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. or from
3 to 4 p.m. Interested teens are asked
to apply to Ms. Muhm at the library
by calling (908) 789-4090, extension
no. 3, or sending an e-mail to
YouthServices@wmlnj.org as soon
as possible for more information.

A Library Focus Group will con-
vene on Friday, October 16, from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. For this group, the library
needs 20 student volunteers in grades
6 and up to express their opinions
about how the library is or is not meet-
ing their needs. Refreshments will be
served. Prospective volunteers should

apply to Ms. Muhm by calling (908)
789-4090, extension no. 3.

A teen survey was conducted over
the summer, and the library is ready
to tabulate the results. Students in
grades 6 and up are needed on Friday,
October 2, between 3:30 and 4:45
p.m. to help with tabulating. Music
and refreshments will be provided.
To participate, call Ms. Muhm at (908)
789-4090, extension no. 3.

The library also will offer two more
free Improv classes, after its success-
ful introduction this summer. Stu-
dents in grades 6, 7 and 8 can learn
how to create believable characters
and make up dialogue for improvisa-
tional scenes. Workshops will be held
tomorrow, Friday, September 25, and
on Friday, October 23, between 6 and
8 p.m. To register, call (908) 789-
4090, extension no. 3.

To learn about other youth or adult
programs at the library, access the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, sign up
for the monthly electronic newsletter
“Library Loop,” call (908) 789-4090
or stop by the library for a copy of its
quarterly newsletter “Take Note.”

Harvest Festival to Be Held
This Sunday at Trailside

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal will host the
28th Annual Union County Harvest
Festival this Sunday,
September 27, from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. It
will be held rain or
shine at Trailside
Nature and Science
Center.

“As in years past,
this year’s Harvest
Festival promises to
be a fun-filled event
for visitors of all
ages,” said Free-
holder Chairman
A l e x a n d e r
Mirabella. “Walking
through the festival
grounds will give
everyone a chance to
see early American
history come to life.”

Various displays and demonstra-
tions will be featured, including an
18th-century sutlers’ (followers of
an army camp who peddled provi-
sions to the troops) encampment,
quilting, canoe building, tin pierc-
ing, soap making, bobbin lace mak-
ing, loom work, Colonial games, fur
trapping and trading, butter churn-
ing and an authentic 18th-century
paper making demonstration.

Along with the many ongoing
events, such as greetings by town
crier Bill Joseph and his wife, Alma,
multiple musical performances are
scheduled. They include bluegrass
by Up and Runnin,’ with special guest
Marc Muller; the Rahway Valley
Jerseyaires performing barbershop
harmony; Ronnie Brandt and others.

The festival also will include a
Native American lodge and artifact
displays, storytelling and perfor-
mances, Colonial and Native Ameri-
can crafts and work skills, a petting

zoo, pony rides, log sawing and
shingle splitting, among other ac-
tivities. Additionally, the popular
“Build a Scarecrow” contest will
return, which requires a nominal fee

for participation.
Vendors will sell

corn on the cob,
London broil, ribs,
chicken, Italian ice,
pretzels, shrimp in
a basket, kettle
korn, ice cream,
funnel cake and
freshly-squeezed
lemonade.

Admission is $3
per person; children
ages 7 and younger
will be admitted for
free. Trailside Na-
ture and Science
Center is located at
452 New Provi-
dence Road in
Mountainside. For

additional information, call (908) 789-
3670 or visit ucnj.org.

LENAPE LIFE…A display about
the Lenape Indians will be among
the highlights at the 28th Annual
Union County Harvest Festival.

High School Teams
To ‘Play For Pink’

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School Volleyball Team and Breast
Cancer Awareness Club will host their
first annual “Play for Pink” fundraiser
to raise awareness of breast cancer
and raise money for the Susan G.
Komen Race for the Cure.

On Friday, October 2, the
Westfield High School volleyball
team will compete against Union
Catholic High School of Scotch
Plains in Westfield High School’s
varsity gymnasium. The Junior Var-
sity game will begin at 5:30 p.m.,
with contests and prizes scheduled
at 6:45 p.m. The Varsity game will
follow. Westfield High School is
located at 550 Dorian Road.

All breast cancer survivors in atten-
dance will be honored. The suggested
entrance donation is $3 for adults and
$2 for students. Admission will be free
for those wearing pink. October is
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. This
disease will afflict more than 192,000
women this year and claim the lives of
approximately 40,000.

Casino Night to Benefit
St. Bart’s Academy

SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew Academy will hold its
fourth annual Casino Night on Satur-
day, October 17, from 7 to 11 p.m.
This event is one of multiple festivi-
ties taking place during the school’s
60th anniversary year.

The evening will feature prizes,
silent auctions and games including
blackjack, craps, roulette, poker and
Texas Hold ’Em. Tickets are $50 per
person, which includes $100 in start-
up chips, two free drinks and hors
d’oeuvres. All proceeds from the event
will benefit the Academy.

Those who purchase tickets by
Wednesday, October 7, will receive
an extra $100 in start-up chips. To
purchase tickets or obtain more infor-
mation, call Staci Gialanella at (908)
756-9234 or send an e-mail to
hsa@stbartholomewchurch.org.

The event will be held at the school,
located at 2032 Westfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains. Atlantic City rules ap-
ply. To learn more about the school,
call the main office at (908) 322-4265.

Short Story Group to Begin
At Scotch Plains Library

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will begin a
short story discussion group geared
toward people who like to read and
discuss literature but who run out
of time to complete long novels on
a book club deadline.

The first meeting of the new
Fifty-Two Stories Club will take
place on Tuesday, October 6, from
7 to 8 p.m. in the library’s Commu-
nity Room.

This group will meet once a
month to discuss stories that ap-
pear on a website offered by Harper
Collins called fiftytwostories.com.
The stories to be discussed will
range from classics to posthu-
mously discovered stories by well-
known authors to first-ever access
to works by newly emerging writ-
ers. Those without Internet access
may pick up paper copies of each
month’s selections the week be-
fore each meeting.

The selections for the group’s
first meeting will be “If You Eat
You Never Die” by Tony Romano
(no. 37 on fiftytwostories.com) and
“A House in the Country” by
Thornton Wilder (no. 15). After
that, club members will choose
which stories to read next from the
selections at fiftytwostories.com.

To register, call the Scotch Plains
Public Library at (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 204, or e-mail
library@scotlib.org.

All programs at the library are
free and open to everyone. The
library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Av-
enue in the center of the township.
For further information or direc-
tions, call (908) 322-5007.
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Ministry to Conduct
Annual Session Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s
Baptist Church Missionary Ministry
will host its 17th Annual Session
this Sunday, September 27, at 4 p.m.
The church is located at 2378 Morse
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Missionaries and friends from
churches throughout the area have
been invited to take part in this occa-
sion. The Reverend John Taylor, pas-
tor of Trenton’s Friendship Baptist
Church, will be the guest speaker.
Members of his congregation will
accompany him.

The public is invited to attend this
event. For more information, call the
church at (908) 232-6972.

Join us for our 
25th Anniversary Event!

Saturday, September 26

Enjoy $25 off your purchase*

10% of proceeds benefit Girls Inc.

9 Elm Street, Westfield

908.233.7133
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Rainbows Program Offers
Help For Grieving Families
WESTFIELD – Rainbows, an in-

ternational, non-profit organization
that fosters emotional healing among
children and their parents grieving a
loss, will be offered again in Westfield
beginning on Monday, October 19.

Offered to all residents of Union
County, Rainbows helps participants
deal with grief from such life-altering
events as a death, divorce, separation,
illness or other painful family transi-
tion. It is available to children ages 5 to
12, teenagers and adults who have
children registered in the program.

A non-denominational program,
Rainbows is offered free of charge,
regardless of school enrollment, re-
ligious affiliation or town of resi-
dence. It consists of 12 one-hour
sessions held on Monday nights from
6:30 to 7:45 p.m. – six sessions for
the fall and spring. Sessions will be
conducted at the Holy Trinity
Interparochial School, located at 336
First Street in Westfield.

Rainbows is based on participants
providing peer support to each other.
Small groups organized by age group
meet to discuss topics ranging from
anger and guilt to forgiveness. This is
not counseling or therapy, but a nur-
turing environment that encourages
participants to share their experiences

and support one another. Ultimately,
participants have an opportunity to
work through their grief and heal.

For additional information regard-
ing the Rainbows program, inter-
ested persons can visit the national
website: rainbows.org. To register
for the Fall 2009 program, visit
westfieldrainbows.org and complete
the online registration form. If an
individual does not have Internet ac-
cess or would prefer to register by
telephone, he or she may call
Westfield Rainbows Coordinator
Mike Meriton at (908) 720-7044 or
e-mail him with any questions at
rainbowshelp@gmail.com.

Volunteers Sought
For Tax Assistance

SCOTCH PLAINS – Volunteers
are needed to assist senior citizens,
low-income persons and those on
Social Security Disability in filing
Federal and New Jersey tax returns.
Filings are done by computer and in
pen and ink.

Interested individuals are asked to
call Ed Evans at the Scotch Plains
Public Library at (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 208, for further infor-
mation.

Car Show on Tap
Tonight In Cranford
CRANFORD – The Township of

Cranford will hold a car show to-
night, Thursday, September 24, from
5 to 9 p.m. on Alden Street and North
Union Avenue. All years, makes and
models are welcome. Registration will
start at 5:15 p.m. The event is free for
show cars and the public. There will
be music, free giveaways, a hula-
hoop contest for children and a fan
belt toss game with prizes.

Car entries also will be given show
trophies and awards, including a
People’s Choice Award. The trophy
ceremony and awards will begin at
8:30 p.m. For more information and
directions, call Bob Hoeffler at (908)
272-6114 or Bill Mackey at (908) 400-
7348, or e-mail bm171@aol.com.


