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Apple Fest Celebration Set
At Reeve House October 3

WESTFIELD – The Westfield His-
torical Society will host its first Apple
Fest on Saturday, October 3, from 3 to 6
p.m. on the lawn of the Reeve House
History and Cultural Center, located at
314 Mountain Avenue in Westfield.

The event will serve two purposes:
One will be to provide fun for youngsters
in the style of the pre-radio, pre-televi-
sion and pre-automobile era and the other
will be an opportunity for adults to learn
about the historical society, what is
planned and what people can do to help
the society finish the Reeve House resto-
ration and renovation already underway,
and erect a state-of-the-art archive at the
center.

Events will include a wine-and-cheese
tasting and cooking demonstrations.
Among other events, ice cream, cupcake
and candy vendors will sell products to
support the renovation. An apple pie con-
test will be held for all amateur bakers.
Judging will take place at 5 p.m. To enter
a pie, call the historical society at (908)
654-1794 to receive an entry form.

Members of the society will be on hand
to explain the three-phase renovation
underway: the first, now complete, in-
volved removal of a substandard and ar-
chitecturally inappropriate porch and the

replacement of it with one matching the
original 1875 design. Phase two involves
the complete replacement of all utility
and mechanical systems in the home. The
archives building will be constructed dur-
ing the third phase. The building will be
appropriate in exterior design but state-
of-the-art for archiving materials on the
inside.

The event will be held rain or shine. If
weather is questionable, call (877) 403-
4070. For general questions, call Patti at
(908) 654-1794.

The Westfield Historical Society is the
“repository and guardian of Westfield
area history.” When originally split off
from Elizabeth in 1794, Westfield Town-
ship also included the territory from west-
ern Cranford to eastern Dunellen, from
Rahway to Mountainside.

Since the society’s founding in 1968, its
collection of artifacts, documents, maps,
photographs and memorabilia have docu-
mented the town’s heritage. The mission
of the Society is to preserve, interpret and
encourage interest in history, Westfield
and its residents through educational ef-
forts and community outreach programs.
It owns and has programs at the historic
Miller-Cory House Museum on Mountain
Avenue in Westfield.

The 1st Annual
Ray Pardon
Memorial
Blood Drive

For More Information & Other Appointments Available Throughout the Drive, Please: 
• Contact The New Jersey Blood Services Center @ 800.933.2566
• Contact Lisa Mohn, President SPBPA @ 908.322.4999
• Contact Karen McNally, VP F-SP Rotary @ 908.322.2800
• Visit The New Jersey Blood Services booth at 

Fanny Wood Day, Sunday, October 4th, 11am to 5pm 
& at Scotch Plains Day, Sunday, October 18th, 12pm to 5pm

Co-Sponsored by the Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains &
The Scotch Plains Professional and Business Association

In Conjunction with New Jersey Blood Services
Appointments are strongly recommended although walk in visits can be accommodated.

www.nybloodcenter.org

Turn a Negative Into a Positive. Save A Life!
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www.fsprotary.org www.visitscotchplains.com

A Mo nth  L ong  Ev ent  -  K ick ing  Off  o n  Oct obe r  4th

How & When to Donate:
October 4th:  The New Jersey Blood Services NEW DONOR CENTER at 2279 South
Avenue (Scotch Plains) will be taking donations on the 4th from 10:00am to 3:30pm.

October 10th:  The New Jersey Blood Services Donor Bus at the Scotch Plains
Farmer’s Market (Municipal Parking Lot, 430 Park Ave),  8am to 1:30pm.

PLEASE REFERENCE DRIVE ACCOUNT #64268

 

Day ���� Evening ���� Saturday Appointments
Most�Insurance�Plans�Accepted�����Interest�Free�Financing�����Flexible�Payments�Options�

Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave ���� Scotch Plains NJ

BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS! 
WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS OF ALL AGES 

  

 

For Kids
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 10/31/09 wl 

For Adults
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 expires 10/31/09 WL 

1906 Bartle Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 • 908.322.7711

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY BY THE NJ SUPREME COURT

FORMER
PROSECUTOR

Scotch Plains
2007 & 2008

• DWI
• Traffic Violations
• Criminal Charges

in all courts

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROMOTING BUSINESS...Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce board mem-
bers greet residents Sunday at FestiFall with T-shirt offerings. Pictured, left to
right, are:  Peggy Rothbaum, Neil Pinkman, Suzy Minken and Jay Tintle.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VOLUNTEER HELP...Members of the Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad pro-
vide visitors with a tour of an ambulance and discuss the role of the squad in the
community during FestiFall on Sunday. Pictured, left to right, are: Glen Albert,
Susan Lagano and May Furstner.

Candidate Release, Brennan for Westfield Mayor

Bi-Partisan Cooperation Is Needed
Candidate Release, Skibitsky for Westfield Mayor

Westfield Is Weathering The Economic
Storm and ‘Watching Every Dollar’

On the procedures for all mayoral ap-
pointments and a glimpse of how my
administration would conduct business:

I believe the public is tired of partisan
politics. We should do what is best for
Westfield regardless of political party.
Whenever I meet the voters, I tell them
that there is no Republican or Democratic
way to fill a pothole or pick up leaves.
There really are no Democratic versus
Republican issues on a local level.

Decisions should not be made accord-
ing to party politics. We should endorse
and implement ideas that are good for the
town regardless of whether the ideas were
originated by the opposing party. We
have to come together for the good of the
town.

I will embrace people who have solu-
tions or ideas that differ from my opin-
ions. I do not want to serve with people
who feel they have to tow the party line or
who will be afraid to oppose my agenda.
I believe if everyone thinks the same or
thinks differently, but cannot express those
views, the town loses. I do not think the
town benefits from a “rubber stamp” way
of doing things.

As our former municipal court judge, I
always made sure that everyone felt that
they had their day in court. As a judge, I
listened carefully and patiently to both
sides that often had very different points
of view. I then considered both sides and
made a careful and reasoned decision. By
definition, one side was always unhappy
with that decision. I will carry over those
same traits if I am fortunate enough to be
elected as Mayor of Westfield.

In order to lead, you have to make hard
decisions. Making decisions that are for
the good of the town sometimes means
that not everyone will be happy with the

decision. Avoiding hard decisions, trying
to be popular and to be everyone’s friend
will allow you to fly under the radar, but
will not move the town forward.

I will also open up the appointment
process to various boards and commit-
tees. All openings during my administra-
tion will be posted on the town’s website
and advertised in the paper. All citizens
will be welcomed and encouraged to ap-
ply. All applications will be reviewed,
and I will personally contact all appli-
cants. I will also share the qualifications
of the applicants with everyone on the
council. I will also seek recommenda-
tions for candidates for these positions
from every member on the council.

Every candidate will be advised of the
decision, and if they are not appointed to
that particular opening, they will be en-
couraged to volunteer for another com-
mittee, board or position. I will also be
bipartisan in my selection of committee
assignments for the various council mem-
bers. The elected representatives with the
best qualifications should head the com-
mittees regardless of party affiliation.

I have spent the past 25 years, as an
attorney, building consensus and resolv-
ing disputes. Getting everyone to work
toward the same goal takes an investment
of time and energy. I will be respectful of
everyone’s opinion and involve everyone
in the process. There will be healthy de-
bate during my administration, and I will
welcome differing views. However, in
the end, we all have to work together for
a common goal without partisan bicker-
ing.

That common goal is to continue to
move Westfield forward, with necessary
change, while preserving the great town
that already exists.

With the current economic downturn, I
believe of primary concern to Westfield
residents is the stability of our economy
and their own financial circumstance. As
I meet with Westfield residents, it’s clear
we’re no different than other municipali-
ties across New Jersey. We have  families
that are struggling with bills; private sec-
tor workers losing jobs; and retirees on
fixed incomes fighting inflation of food,
utilities and healthcare.

Residents are cutting back on expenses
and watching every dollar. They should
expect the same attention from their local
officials when developing the yearly bud-
get.

No doubt Westfield’s budget this year
is being stretched. With New Jersey fac-
ing a budget deficit, state aid to Westfield
has been significantly reduced again this
year. As the state’s economic woes have
intensified, the term “reinventing gov-
ernment” has been used more and more to
describe the course of action local gov-
ernments must take in order to survive the
crisis. Let me assure you that my admin-
istration began to “reinvent government”
the day I took office because I believe it is
the right course of action in any economy.
Westfield has been able to address this
issue and hold taxes relatively flat be-
cause of our close eye on expenditures.

The Westfield municipal budget repre-
sents approximately 17.5 percent of a
resident’s tax bill, with the remaining
82.5 percent to the Board of Education
and Union County taxes. Our municipal
budget for 2009 is below the allowable 4
percent levy cap imposed by the state. On
an average assessed home of $184,600 in
2009, our municipal budget increase was
only about $10.50 per month. We have
kept the tax increase so low by using our
surplus, enhancing revenue sources (e.g.,
sale of assets) and keeping expenses in
check.

Since 2006, departmental operating
budgets have increased by a total of only

$60,000. We’ve done this by cutting un-
necessary expenditures, utilizing shared
services and challenging each budgeted
line item with the goal of minimizing
town property taxes without sacrificing
services. Over the past four years, 24
positions have either been eliminated or
adjusted to part-time, equating to a reduc-
tion of almost 16 full-time positions,
which, in turn, results in $1 million in
savings to the taxpayer.

In addition to the reductions in staff,
effective collective bargaining negotia-
tions have resulted in very modest in-
creases in the salaries and wages line, the
aggregate total up only 5.1 percent since
2006, an average of only 1.7 percent per
year. During the same period, in addition
to managing personnel costs, departmen-
tal operating budgets increased only
slightly, a total of 2.6 percent, an average
of less than 1 percent per year.

Our efforts to trim costs and maintain a
balanced budget have been worth it. This
past July the Town of Westfield was
involved in a re-financing transaction in
which $8.2 million of existing short-term
debt was converted into longer-term Gen-
eral Obligation bonds. As a prelude to this
public sale, Standard and Poor’s (S&P)
has assigned its highest credit rating, AAA,
to the town.

This year’s budget detailing our rev-
enue sources and outlays was presented
to the public in April and a copy of the
presentation is available on the town’s
website. Next year’s budget challenges
include additional sewer assessments and
increases in utilities, pension contribu-
tions and new union contracts. My focus
will continue to be on spending our tax
dollars as wisely and efficiently as pos-
sible.

I look forward to the challenges of
being mayor for a second term. I’ll con-
tinue doing things that make Westfield a
great place to live and work, and one of
the most desirable towns in New Jersey.

GOP Release: Sytko and Cole for Freeholder

No Such Thing as a Free Concert
Union County Republican Freeholder

candidates Nicole Cole and Anthony
Sytko issued the following campaign press
release this week:

Milton Friedman famously said, “There
is no such thing as a free lunch.” The late
Nobel laureate was commenting on gov-
ernment giveaways during the 1960s, and
properly explained that someone would
have to pay for them.

In 2009, Union County we have our
own giant government giveaway,
MusicFest. It is no longer billed as a “free
concert” but as a “no admission charged”
event. A large number of people attended
the event; many were not Union County
residents. For the non-Union County resi-
dents, it can be argued that it was indeed
a free concert as they did not pay for
admission nor do they pay the taxes that
did pay for the event.

Last winter, the freeholders said we
were in a budget crisis and would need to
take some drastic steps to get Union
County’s fiscal house in order. Some
workers were laid off, and payments into
the pension system were deferred.

In addition, it was determined that the
county was losing $400,000 on the opera-
tion of Oak Ridge Golf course in Clark.
During these tough times, the county de-
cided it could not afford to be in the
business of providing recreation to county
residents without making a profit so the
golf course was closed.

Acting with unusual quickness, the
golf course was transformed into a pub-
lic park practically overnight. An ac-
counting of the costs associated with
this transformation has never been re-

leased to the public. It is ironic that
although the park does not produce any
revenue, it requires maintenance by
county and contracted employees. These
costs also have not been made public.
How much did the county save by clos-
ing the golf course? Is it possible that
the construction and maintenance costs
of the new park exceeded the $400,000
loss experienced by the golf course?

The golf course was closed to pro-
vide Union County with a venue for its
annual concert, MusicFest. The concert
had numerous sponsors who picked up
part of the cost of the show. However,
the county portion of the bill has been
estimated to be $400,000. This number
may not include the cost of police over-
time to secure the venue, public works
overtime to clean up the park and repair
damage caused by crowds. Once again,
we are left in the dark as to how much
this “free” concert cost, and why did we
have to give up a county golf course just
to host it?

For a new voice in Union County
please support Anthony Sytko and Nicole
Cole for freeholder. We pledge transpar-
ency in government and fiscal responsi-
bility. The taxpayers of Union County
deserve to know how their money is
spent.

Is YOUR family getting the sleep they need?

IIt’s that time of year again…  Back to
school!  Here are a few helpful hints:

• Gradually reset to earlier
sleep/wake times

• Set relaxing bedtime routines

• Keep regular bedtimes even
on weekends

• Limit caffeine

• Eat well and exercise

• OH, AND – create the
ultimate sleep environment….
That one we can help you
with!

    Experience….

MATTRESS FACTORY
35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ

908-322-4178
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ

973-428-0511
(closed Sun./Mon.)

www.mattressfac.com
Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5


