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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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Westfielder Springs with Outcry
Over Girls’ Gymnastics Profile

Reader Supports LaPorta’s Call
For Mayoral Debates in Westfield

Scotch Plains Sewer
Bills Turn Political

I was informed last Tuesday that there
was going to be a “community meeting”
about the new sewer tax, especially as it
related to commercial and nonprofit us-
ers. I decided to attend, but when I arrived
at the meeting place, there was a sign that
the Democrat meeting was upstairs. As
the Republican chairman in town, I de-
cided it was not appropriate for me to
attend the meeting.

The e-mail I had seen made no mention
that this “community meeting” was actu-
ally a meeting of the Democrat Commit-
tee. I heard the same from others who
attended the meeting who were surprised
when they found themselves in a Demo-
crat meeting. Dick Samuel is trying to
appear to be a neutral party when, in
reality, he is trying to create a political
issue.

Next we will be hearing that Dick
Samuel is the attorney for the group pro-
testing the sewer charges when he is re-
ally just creating a fuss and using this
group to gain himself a political advan-
tage. He has done it before, and he ap-
pears to be doing it again.

Bill McClintock
Chairman, Scotch Plains Republican

Committee

Skibitsky Shows Results, ‘Deserves
To Be Re-Elected as Our Mayor’

Public Safety Review Needed For
Combined SP-FW Police Department

I was appalled to read that the spring
floor for the girls’ gymnastics team would
no longer be used by the team this season.
It was through the generosity of the
[Westfield] Boosters and the fundraising
by the parents and team members of the
2008/2009 class that this vital piece of
equipment was purchased for the team.

Not allowing the girls the use of the
spring floor for practice and competition
is tantamount to making the football team
play and practice on a concrete field. The
girls’ gymnastics team has been one of
the most successful athletic teams at the
high school over the past four years, win-
ning three consecutive county champion-
ships from 2006-2009 and placing sev-
enth in the state championship last year.

So I guess this is how a successful team

gets treated by the shortsightedness of the
athletic department. Not only does the
lack of a spring floor hinder the types of
routines the team can perform, it also and
most importantly creates a situation where
the impact on their bodies can be detri-
mental. Many of these girls not only prac-
tice several hours a day with Coach Bryan,
but then continue for several more hours
with their club teams outside of the high
school.

This is no way to treat our athletes, and
I am sure if this was one of the higher
profile teams at the high school, there
would be a bigger hue and cry over this
idiotic decision.

Brian Greenfield
Westfield

I strongly support Tony LaPorta’s call
(letters, September 10, 2009) for debates
between Bill Brennan and Mayor Andy
Skibitsky so voters can contrast and com-
pare the candidates’ positions and leader-
ship styles.

I particularly support the idea of hav-
ing one or more debates organized and
moderated by WHS students with the
participation of The Leader’s editorial
board. Such an event would not only help
educate voters but would also provide an
engaging educational experience for our
high school students.

Westfielders are fortunate to have rea-
sonable candidates from both parties who

care more about serving the town than
their own ideological or party interests. It
would seem that Mr. Skibitsky and local
Republicans would eagerly embrace the
opportunity to refute by example the tac-
tics of the more extreme members of their
national party.

Wouldn’t it be great for our students
and our town if we could have one or
more town-hall-style debates without fear
mongering shouts and calculated disrup-
tions, without false accusations masquer-
ading as questions?

Tom Matro
Westfield

I have lived in Westfield for many
years, raised my family here and retired
after a long career in business. I try to
follow Westfield Town Council meet-
ings on TV-36 and in the local papers.
First, let me say that I believe that Andy
Skibitsky has done a great job as our
mayor and that our town would be better
if he is re-elected. I have heard and seen
some of the criticism of our mayor, and it
just seems that most of it seems to me like
just a lot of loud noise. In my years in
business, I was never very impressed by
a lot of hollow talk. I wanted to see
results. First, I hear that we need more
debates so that we know the mayor’s
positions. What I have seen is that Andy
Skibitsky has communicated better and
been more accessible than any mayor I
can recall. Then I hear criticism on the

mayor’s budget process, but I read that
under the mayor’s leadership, our town
achieved a AAA bond rating. Those are
the types of results that I want to see.
Next, I hear the mayor’s opponent refer-
ring to people who volunteer hundreds of
hours to our town as if they are political
cronies of some sort. I have always known
the boards made up of volunteers in our
town to do an excellent job and hate to see
someone try to use these good people as
pawns in the name of politics.

I think that once you wade through all
of the political smoke and noise and look
at what Andy Skibitsky has achieved, I
think you will agree that he deserves to be
re-elected as our mayor.

Jack Smith
Westfield

I appreciate the news coverage and
editorial opinions offered by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. No other news
organization serving our area provides
the level of news detail and community
service notices that your organization
does.

Your editorial last week on the retire-
ment of the Fanwood police chief raised
a question on the financial and opera-
tional sense of a combined Scotch Plains
– Fanwood Police Department (PD). The
towns’ shared services committee is look-
ing at all operations in each town to deter-
mine where efficiencies can be found,
and expects to issue a report by the end of
the year.

However, the major factor in a public

safety assessment is the level of ser-
vice the community receives. Our
Fanwood PD has an exceptional re-
sponse time rate to emergency calls for
both potential criminal and health-re-
lated matters.

 Every minute waiting for a response
is vital to the caller, and indeed is the
most important service the town can
provide.

While I expect the shared services com-
mittee to identify areas of financial cost
savings and operational efficiencies in
their studies, I hope that they also include
a fair assessment on the impact of ser-
vices to the taxpayers.

Mike Szuch
Fanwood GOP Council Candidate

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ossarium – A receptacle for the

bones or ashes of the dead
2. Sorema – A mass of carpels in a

single flower
3. Keratin – An albuminous substance

forming the principal matter of hair and
nails

4. Assot – To infatuate

LACHRYMAL
1. Putrid; foul-smelling
2. Excessively sweaty
3. Producing tears
4. Having a heavy, abnormal growth of

hair
VALETUDINARIANISM

1. A state of feeble health
2. A passing on of unfavorable genetic

traits
3. A state of purification or having

impurities removed
4. A state of excessive grief; very sad

DEBOUCH
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. A pulling or plucking off
3. In military usage, to march out of a

confined place into open country
4. To belittle or humble

IMBROGLIO
1. A concealed dungeon with a trap

door at the top
2. A confusing situation
3. An outside staircase
4. A pleasant stroll

Westfield and Scotch Plains
Candidate Forums Are All Set

The 11th Annual Candidate Forums sponsored by
The Westfield Leader, The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times and the League of Women Voters (LOWV) for
municipal elections in Westfield and Scotch Plains
will be held on October 19 in Westfield and on October
22 in Scotch Plains. Scheduling talks are also under-
way for the Fanwood Forum for the municipal elec-
tion.

The candidate forums are held in the respective
town halls, televised on local access TV, and the public
is invited to attend the live presentations.

The largest local election is in Westfield, a town of
30,000 people – the subject of this discussion. We’ll
review Scotch Plains and Fanwood in the next two
weeks when details are further along.

In Westfield, the seat for mayor, a four-year term, is
up for election. Also in Westfield, one council seat
from each of the four wards, four-year terms, are up for
election. There are two councilpersons in each of the
four Westfield Wards. One seat from each ward is up
for election every other year.

The Westfield Candidates’ Forum will be held in the
Council Chambers of the municipal building on East
Broad Street and will be televised by local access cable
TV36.

Questions to be asked of the candidates for the
forums are solicited from the public, the candidates
and newspaper editors. The editors and the LOWV
consolidate the questions beforehand. The candidates
are not provided the questions beforehand, but they are
advised of the general topics to be discussed.

LOWV representatives will introduce the events,
control the time and protocol and provide closing
remarks on voting. Our newspaper editors will ask the
questions at the events.

The format for the Westfield Candidates Forum will
be based on that of 2005 where the mayor and four
council seats were also up for election. The first hour,
starting at 8 p.m. (tentative), will be dedicated to the
candidates for town council. The second 45 minutes
will be dedicated to the candidates for mayor.

Election Day is Tuesday, November 3, 2009. The
Westfield Leader will mail the newspaper to every
residence in town on Thursday, October 29 to encour-
age informed voting. A similar plan is being consid-
ered by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times in Fanwood
Borough on that date as well.

Some of the details for the Westfield Forum are as
follows: Questions will have been determined by the
League and newspaper based on input from the par-
ties, public, League and newspaper.

A short introduction of the questions may be pro-
vided as background for the public. The League will
have reviewed all questions, which will be on issues of
governance and not on personalities. As necessary,
decorum will be maintained to keep answers on topic.

The evening will be introduced by the League with
the format and rules of order announced. The candi-
dates will be introduced with their name, party and
whether they are a challenger or incumbent. The
League of Women Voters will act as timekeeper and
will be seated in the first row.

The newspaper editor(s) will ask the questions of the
candidates.

Each candidate will get a minute and a half to answer
a question asked of them and one minute to rebut any
question asked of their direct opponent.

Sixteen questions are planned for the council ses-
sion; therefore, each candidate can assume that two
questions will be directly asked of them and that they
will rebut the two asked of their direct opponent.

Closing statements will be two minutes each. Order
of closing statements will begin as decided by coin
toss.

Total time for Wards: estimated about one hour. At
this point, a break will be called, the camera will be
shut off, the council candidates will step down, and the
dais will be set up for the mayoral portion.

The League will introduce the candidates for mayor.
Eight questions will be asked of the mayoral candi-
dates by the newspaper. The format will be back-and-
forth followed by closing statements.

A timekeeper will give advance warning to each
speaker 30 seconds before the answer period ends, and
the timekeeper will signal when time has expired. A
speaker may complete his or her sentence but must
yield to the moderator after that point.

The topics for Westfield in 2005 were: town parking,
traffic calming, construction and development, ad-
ministrative, emergency planning, Quality of Life –
tree removal, construction sites, etc., animal control,
taxes, Downtown Westfield Corporation, Chamber of
Commerce and Department of Public Works.

The candidates for our towns, for Union County
positions and State Legislative Districts 21 and 22
have provided extensive information of their back-
grounds. Many have provided video interviews with
our newspaper editors. Other interviews are scheduled
over the next two weeks. The videos and candidate
information are available at www.goleader.com. We
urge you to take the time to review this information.

Thank you to all the candidates for taking the time
to reach out to you. They are working hard.

Please e-mail your questions for the forums and
your letters to the editor to editor@goleader.com.

“Silly Season” will soon be upon us as the frenzy of
this fast-approaching election builds. Along with that,
events will surely provide ample material for com-
ment.

It’s important for everyone to be involved. It is the
strength of our democracy. We’re proud to be part of it
again this year.

‘Shared’ Police, Rec. Depts., DPW
Included In Study Due Out in Dec.

Thank you for all of your extensive,
positive coverage of our two towns’
Shared Services efforts and successes for
the past 10 years!

Thank you for your recent editorial
supporting our current, all-inclusive study
including a possible joint or shared police
chief and police department.

To make the record clear for all of the
citizens and taxpayers of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, please continue to high-
light the following:

1. The Scotch Plains and Fanwood
program is considered a model for other
towns in New Jersey to emulate.

2. Our formal shared services coordi-
nating council was first created in 2001,
with the mayor and two Council members
from each town, plus the president and
two members of the “already shared”
Scotch Plains – Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation, and a senior management em-

ployee from the three governments.
3. Over the years, the two towns’

shared-services record has been outstand-
ing, with dozens of new joint programs
and shared services, including joint use
of recreation ballfields, joint department
of public eorks equipment, improving
and expanding student parking lots, li-
brary programs, computer training and
programs for sports team field use, a
DPW shared services coordinator, and a
recreation shared services coordinator,
and many more.

4. Opportunities to improve services
and/or to save taxpayer dollars have been
fully and thoroughly explored and stud-
ied, even if they have not always been
written about in the newspaper or cov-
ered by the Cable TV Station.

5. The current full study for any and
all possible new shared services includes
possible joint departments, including a
joint police department, a joint depart-
ment of public works and/or a joint rec-
reation department.

6. Representatives of Scotch Plains’
and Fanwood’s mayors and council mem-
bers began discussing and seriously plan-
ning for this major study last fall. (This
study is a statewide, recognized model
program.) In March of this year, both
towns formally adopted resolutions ap-
proving this feasibility study, which is
fully paid for with 100 percent state
grant funds!

7. An independent, professional and
well recognized management consult-
ing company based in Cranford has been
hired to complete this study and issue a
thorough report by December, 2009, just
three months from now. Jersey Profes-
sional Management, a company special-
izing in local government management
in New Jersey, is 100 percent non-parti-
san and has conducted over 100 shared
services studies for most municipal ser-
vices for over 200 towns in New Jersey.

8. Our goals are simple and straight
forward: improve municipal services,
and/or reduce costs and save taxpayers
dollars.

In conclusion, we are pleased to an-
nounce the date for the next public forum
for our residents and taxpayers to learn
more about this study and provide us with
their comments, input and suggestions.
The date and location is: Public Forum
#2, SP-F Shared Services Study Commit-
tee, Thursday, November 12, 2009 at 7
p.m. at Park Middle School Auditorium.

Mayor Colleen Mahr
Fanwood

Mayor Nancy Malool
Scotch Plains

SP Sewer Folly Would
Be Disaster to Residents

The [Scotch Plains] Council, by a vote
of 4 to 1, decided to set up a sewer utility
to get around the State of New Jersey’s 4
percent cap on raising taxes. What this
caused, in addition to the trauma of the
Scotch Plains business community, which
I am sure you heard about or will hear
about, is also a disaster to residential
taxpayers.

The council led by the mayor had a
onetime opportunity to borrow from the
State of New Jersey the funds needed to
pay the 2009 pension contribution, which
was $600.000. With an interest rate of 8
percent with the first payment deferred
for three years. The payback would be
$80,000 a year for 15 years. With the
sewer fee increases amounting to what is
known in math terms as a bell-shaped
curve, by this time would level off.

What the creation of a sewer utility
does is prevent Scotch Plains residents
from getting a Federal tax deduction
each year. Our mayor estimated this de-
duction to be on average of $30 per
household. With approximately 6,000
households that comes to $180,000 that
Scotch Plains residents have to send to
Washington extra, each year for as long
as this utility lives. This is assuming that
our utility rates do not rise, otherwise
this will be worse.

Even in the 15-year period that the state
loan would be paid down, the taxpayers
would still be $100,000 a year ahead
since the payback is $80,000.

Why, you ask with a professional con-
sultant with 40 years of municipal expe-
rience on retainer, the mayor and three
council members all decided to go long
with this idea. The first reason is to get
around the 4 percent state cap mentioned
previously. Secondly, the money you have
to pay extra is going to your 1040 tax bill,
so it is not showing up on your municipal
tax bill. Out of sight, out of mind.

The consultant with 40 years of mu-
nicipal experience apparently had a lapse
of memory on how to bill a municipality
for fees. The mayor and two of the three
council members who voted for the utility
went out of their way to pass a resolution
so the consultant could get extra fees for
this idea. One explained that we are not
out for gotcha moments that protected the
consultant.

Who is protecting the Scotch Plains
residents from the gotcha moments?

Phillip Wiener
Scotch Plains

Note to Candidates
And the Voting Public
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times invite all candi-
dates to meet with our editors for a video
interview to be webcast on goleader.com.
Many have done, so and the public is
encouraged to view the interviews. Can-
didates are also encouraged to submit
letters to the editor each week on their
views; to provide updated photos and
bios for the website and the newspaper.
Please submit by email to
editor@goleader.com.

The public is invited to submit their
comments and participate in the election
poll. Please see www.goleader.com/
09election.

The Annual Candidate Forums spon-
sored by the League of Women Voters
and the newspaper will be held in
Westfield, Scotch Plains and Fanwood at
the respective municipal buildings. Send
in now your questions to be asked of the
candidates to editor@goleader.com.

The Westfield Candidates Forum will
be held on the evening of Monday, Octo-
ber 19. The Scotch Plains Candidates
Forum will be held on Thursday evening,
October 22. The Fanwood event is cur-
rently being scheduled.

Be informed and remember to vote.
Election Day is Tuesday, November 3.
The annual pre-election edition of the
newspaper will be Thursday, October 29.

Daily News items

are now posted on
goleader.com

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

www.goleader.com/help

More letters on page 18


