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WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP...Local elected women leaders  recently participated
in the New Jersey Women’s Political Caucus event held at Baltusrol Golf Club in
Springfield that honored Union County Women running for election on November
3. Pictured,  from left to right, are: Fanwood Councilwoman Donna Dolce (D),
Union County Freeholder Deborah Scanlon (D), Westfield Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins (R) and Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr (D) Fanwood Mayor.
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HONORING POW/MIA…Union County Freeholder Angel Estrada, right, and
Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich listen to Paul Werkmeister of Linden
speak during Union County’s annual remembrance ceremony honoring prison-
ers of war (POW) and those soldiers missing in action (MIA) at the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth. National POW/MIA Recognition Day is observed each
year on the third Friday of September. Mr. Werkmeister was a prisoner of war
in Europe during World War II.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Cohen’s Attorney Able to View
Images for Defense Case

An attorney for former state As-
semblyman Neil Cohen will be able
to view child pornographic images
Mr. Cohen allegedly viewed on his
legislative office computer. The state
Supreme Court denied an appeal by
the state’s Attorney General to revisit
the issue, thus supporting a trial court
ruling that the images had to be shown
to defense. The AG’s spokesman said
the ruling “compounds the exploita-
tion of the children in the pictures.”

If convicted on all five charges, Mr.
Cohen could face up to 33 years in
prison and more than $450,000 in fines.

Elizabeth BOE Members
Endorse Christie for Governor
Republican gubernatorial candi-

date Chris Christie has received the
endorsement of eight Democratic
members of the Elizabeth Board of
Education, as well as several local
Democratic Party leaders.

The board members endorsing Mr.
Christie are: Francisco Gonzalez,
president; Carlos Trujillo, vice-presi-
dent; Pastor Raul Burgos, Armando
DaSilva, Rafael Fajardo, Marie Munn,
Fernando Nazco and Elcy Castillo-
Ospina. Also endorsing him are Tony
Monteiro, a former Elizabeth City
councilman and former Elizabeth
Board of Education member; Bob
Jaspan, a former Elizabeth City coun-
cilman, and Donald Goncalves, a
former Union County freeholder.

Gore to Attend State Dem
Conference in Atlantic City

Former Vice-President Al Gore will
be attending the 2009 New Jersey
Democratic State Conference slated
for September 24 to 26 at the Trump
Plaza Hotel & Casino Atlantic City.
Judiciary Panel Postpones Action

On Paul Fishman Nomination
The Unites States Senate Judiciary

Committee last week postponed ac-
tion on the nomination of Bergen
County native Paul Fishman to suc-
ceed Chris Christie as United States
Attorney in New Jersey, according to
press accounts.

Senator Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) said
Republicans on the committee had an
“absolute right” under committee
rules to ask for a postponement on
nominations and that has happened.
Mr. Fishman’s nomination and that
of Jenny Durkan to be U.S. Attorney
for the Western District of Washing-
ton were postponed.

Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.) said
most U.S. Attorney nominations

“should go through rapidly without
objection. I think a member or two
has some questions about these two.”

Both nominations were expected
to be considered this week.

Governor Corzine Opts Out of
101.5 FM Scheduled Debate

Governor Jon Corzine has opted
not to participate in a gubernatorial
debate on New Jersey 101.5, accord-
ing to politickernj.com.

Governor Jon Corzine and Inde-
pendent candidate Christopher
Daggett will take part in a debate on
WBGO – “Jazz 88” - on Thursday,
October 22, at 8 p.m. The candidates
will also debate on NJN on October 1.
Mr. Corzine has not decided if he will
participate in a League of Women
Voters debate on ABC-TV’s New York
and Philadelphia network affiliates
on October 16.

Mass. Congressman Joins AG
In Filing for Kennedy Seat

Rep. Michael Capuano (D-Mass.)
has obtained nomination papers for
the open United States Senate seat
left by the death of Ted Kennedy. He
joins Massachusetts Attorney Gen-
eral Martha Coakley who has also
picked up nomination forms. Joseph
P. Kennedy, 2nd, announced earlier
that he would not seek the Senate
seat.

Suit: Ejected for Sitting During
‘God Bless America’

Three teenagers who say they were
ejected from an Eagles Riverfront
Stadium during a Newark Bears game
for sitting through the singing of “God
Bless America” are suing the minor
league baseball team, the Associated
Press has reported.

The boys have charged that their
constitutional rights were violated
when they were asked to leave the
stadium in June by Bears’ President
and co-owner Thomas Cetnar.

The boys — Millburn High School
seniors Bryce Gadye and Nilkumar
Patel, both 17, and junior Shaan
Mohammad Khan, 16, filed the suit
in federal court.

New Zogby Poll Has President
Approval Rating at 49.4 Percent

A new Zogby Poll has President
Barack Obama’s approval rating at
49.4 percent. The President showed
gains among both his Democratic base
supporters and Independents.

Freeholders to Consider
Funding Renewable Energy

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — In anticipation of
tonight’s regular meeting, the Union
County Freeholders held an agenda
setting session last Thursday night in
Elizabeth.

Among the items up for consider-
ation by the nine-member body was
the appropriation of $500,000 for a
renewable energy program to be ex-
ecuted by the Union County Improve-
ment Authority.

“The county is basically loaning
that to [the UCIA] and it will be paid
back on the issuance of debt,” said
Lawrence Caroselli, director of the
Union County Department of Finance.

As explained by Mr. Caroselli, the
$500,000 would be used as “seed
money” by the UCIA to “hire appro-
priate professionals” for the program.
The UCIA would then work in con-
junction with municipalities and
school boards in the county on the
renewable energy program. Mr.
Caroselli did not yet have a time
frame for repayment.

“It shouldn’t take a long period of
time to determine what municipali-
ties and school districts will avail
themselves of this,” Mr. Caroselli said.

Mr. Caroselli said a similar pro-
gram is currently in use in Morris
County. There will be a presentation
regarding the program at the regular
freeholder meeting tonight.Other
items on the agenda include modifi-
cations of $127,181 and $28,356 to

the adopted budget as a result of state
grants as well as a contract for LEW
Corporation, a Mountainside envi-
ronmental services company, to “per-
form asbestos abatement at the Gal-
loping Hill (Golf Course) Service
Yard” in Kenilworth.

The Department of Parks and Com-
munity Renewal has also asked the
county to apply for a $237,800 state
Department of Environmental (DEP)
Protection Recycling Enhancement
Bonus Grant, to fund the purchase of a
recycling truck and recycling initia-
tives.

Following the brief public meeting,
the freeholders entered into an execu-
tive session to discuss the matter of
Robert Travisano v. Union County. No
action was taken. Mr. Travisano filed
the discrimination lawsuit against the
county in 2007.

The September 24 meeting of the
board is a “Mobile Meeting” to be
held at the Liberty Museum Carriage
House in Union Township. The mu-
seum is located at 1003 Morris Av-
enue across the street from the Kean
University campus.

During the meeting the board
willannounce of $500,000 in match-
ing grants for local historic preserva-
tion projects under the Preserve Union
County program. There will also be a
presentation to students from the Union
County Vo-Tech Schools, in honor of
their Relay for Life fundraiser that
gathered more than $100,000 in dona-
tions for cancer research.

Lance: Adds Debt
Clock to Website

WASHINGTON – Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) recently added the
“U.S. Debt Clock” to his congres-
sional website in order to raise greater
awareness to the nation’s growing
national debt. Currently, the national
debt stands at more than $11.8 trillion
— about $38,432 per citizen.

“Too few Americans realize the level
of debt that this country is accumulat-
ing,” Mr. Lance said. “Yet despite this
the majority party in Washington con-
tinues to push ahead with an agenda
that taxes, spends and borrows — in-
cluding a health care reform proposal
which could cost as much as $800
billion to $1 trillion over the next de-
cade.

We cannot continue this current un-
sustainable path of spending, deficits
and debt,” he said. He said he vored
against the “$1 trillion stimulus pack-
age” but supports an alternative bill.

The U.S. Debt Clock can be found
at lance.house.gov.
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their hard earned money. If folks had
more to spend businesses would ben-
efit, jobs would be created and we’d
get out of the hamster wheel Governor
Corzine and his rubber stamps, Green
and Stender, have forced us into. It’s
time for a change in the way Trenton
does business, and Green and Stender

GOP Release, LD-22 Assembly Race

Marks, Vastine Rip Corzine Over
9.7 Percent Unemployment Rate

SCOTCH PLAINS — Martin
Marks and William “Bo” Vastine,
candidates for the General Assembly
in the 22nd Legislative District, is-
sued the following statement con-
cerning the increase in New Jersey’s
unemployment rate to 9.7 percent:

“The rise in unemployment to 9.7
percent in New Jersey is staggering.
When one considers the people who
are out of work and those who have
already exhausted their unemploy-
ment benefits, the number is most
likely over 10 percent,” said former
Scotch Plains mayor Martin Marks.
“It is simply outrageous that Jon
Corzine has been touting job creation
in New Jersey, while our unemploy-
ment rate is at its highest in three
decades. Certainly, this is the highest
the unemployment rate has been since
either District 22 Assembly members
Jerry Green or Linda Stender took
office.

“The people of the 22nd district
deserve better representation in Tren-
ton. The residents of this district need
their Assembly members to find ways
to create jobs, Green and Stender
have failed to do so,” Mr. Marks said.

“While large employers like
Muhlenberg Hospital have closed
their doors, Jerry Green and Linda
Stender have been secure in their
well-paid government jobs and are
just looking the other way,” stated
Mr. Vastine. “In these difficult eco-
nomic times, we need Assembly mem-
bers that vote to cut taxes and spend-
ing and let the taxpayers keep more of
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