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Jeff Gruman for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BULLET PROOFED…Police dogs Gamble and Ollie are presented with bullet-
proof vests on September 17. Owners of K-9 Resorts in Fanwood spearheaded the
fundraising to buy the vests — $2,200 each, manufactured by K9 Storm, consid-
ered to be the best bulletproof vest made for dogs. Pictured, left to right, are:
Officer Chris Aversa and canine Gamble, Jason Parker, president of K-9 Resorts;
Brian Mahoney, Scotch Plains Chief of Police; Steven Parker, CEO of K-9
Resorts; Officer Brian Cheney and canine Ollie.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAMPAIGN TRAIL...Former Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks joins with
supporters in Westfield at 16 Prospect Street Bistro during his quest to garner the
Assembly seat in LD-22 during the upcoming election on November 3. Pictured,
left to right, are: Westfield Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan, Summit Council-
woman Kelly Hatfield and Mr. Marks.

Paul Lachenauer  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SNOW CONE, ANYONE?…Renee Miles serves a snow cone at the St. John’s Baptist Church Back to School Community
Fair in Scotch Plains on Saturday. The event featured food, complimentary school supplies and a variety of rides, including
an obstacle course, 18-foot slide, Ride the Train, bouncer, dunk tank and pony rides.

Paul Lachenauer  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MEETING THE JUDGES…Buddy, a chow chow, shakes hands with the judges
at the Chelsea Assisted Living Center Dog Show held Saturday.

SP-F BOE to Accept Applications
For Slocum Seat Until October 27

Planning Board Turns Down
Crest Lane Subdivision, 5-4

SPMC Expects to Name
Manager Next Month

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) plans to advertise the vacant
BOE seat left by the resignation of
Board Vice-President Sasha Slocum
to Fanwood residents beginning to-
day, Thursday, September 24, with an
application deadline of October 20
and interviews and board approval
planned for October 27.

Mrs. Slocum attended her last meet-
ing Thursday. She is leaving the board
after accepting a position as vice-
principal at Plainfield High School.
Mrs. Slocum has been on the board
since 2005, serving as vice-president
from 2008 to 2009 and, after winning
re-election, from April 2009 to the
present.

Residents and board members
thanked her for her time on the board
at Thursday’s meeting.

“Coming onto this board has been
one of the best experiences of my
life,” Mrs. Slocum said. “I’ve learned
from each and every one of you.”

“I guess our loss is Plainfield’s
gain,” board member Rob O’Connor
said.

“I believe this [serving as vice-
principal] is the start of an outstand-
ing educational policy career,” board
member Don Parisi said. “I am so
enthusiastic about this decision.”

Members of the public also took to
the microphone to honor Mrs. Slocum.

Former board member Linda
Nelson of Scotch Plains commended
Mrs. Slocum for saying, “There’s a
need [to serve the community], and
I’m going to do it,” despite time con-
straints.

“You were an extraordinary role
model and always find time to give
back to the community,” added Sally
Rowland of Scotch Plains.

“I really believe that one person
can make a difference in this world,”
Cindy Clancy Warren of Scotch Plains
said.

Mrs. Slocum’s husband, David, also
addressed board members.

“I know that Sasha feels that this is
a special board and she has learned a
ton,” he said. “This was a hard deci-
sion to make.”

In other business, approximately
70 community members, mostly
Brunner Elementary School parents
and students, attended Thursday’s
meeting of the BOE to talk to board
members about the possible transfer
of Brunner custodian Urban Riggins,
commonly known as “Mr. Dewayne,”
to the night shift at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. Many were
left standing due to the large number
of attendees, of which approximately
more than three dozen were chil-
dren.

“I love Brunner, my children go
there, and part of the reason I’m so
happy there is because of Mr.
Dewayne,” said Susan Judge of Scotch
Plains, who has two children in
Brunner and one sixth grader at Park
Middle School. “He is an integral
part of our family.”

“He goes out of his way to make
every child in this school feel impor-

tant,” said Cindy Spadaro, who added
that Mr. Riggins always checked up
on her children after her husband,
Sal, a district custodian, passed away.

One parent called Mr. Dewayne a
role model, saying that he also “in-
stills healthy living habits to the kids.”

“They [the students] respect every-
thing he says,” said another. “Not just
as a custodian but as a staff member.”

“The turnout that we see here to-
night speaks volumes,” said Ed Fan-
ning of Scotch Plains, whose daugh-
ter, Grace, held a sign which said
“Mr. Dewayne Rocks.”

A small group of Brunner students
also stepped to the microphone to
present board members a petition from
Brunner students requesting that Mr.

Riggins stay at the school.
“To put this man on the night shift

does not benefit any child in this
district,” said Jennifer Ryan of Scotch
Plains.

Board President Norman “Trip”
Whitehouse reminded the public that
the board could not discuss a person-
nel matter. He did note that this was
a transfer and “not a discipline-re-
lated matter and not performance
related.”

He said that the budget left a reduc-
tion of board custodial positions and
that there is a demand for improve-
ments at the high school (a sub-com-
mittee focused on the high school
facility has been created after a group

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The board
of directors of the Scotch Plains Man-
agement Corp. (SPMC) is expected
to formally choose a manager to over-
see the business district’s activities,
according to Board Chairman Jim
Watson.

He told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the four-mem-
ber screening committee is wrap-
ping up its final interviews with can-
didates for the part-time position
and that a special board meeting has
been scheduled for Tuesday, Octo-
ber 6, for the selection to be made.
He said one of the initial areas of
focus for the new manager will be to
look at the availability of grant
money, although Mr. Watson con-
ceded that, given the current eco-
nomic climate, such funding — from
either private or public sector —

may not be readily available.
SPMC has sent its first newsletter to

businesses and property owners, in-
forming them of its recent activities,
including the Memorial Day Music
Festival, the flagpole banners that were
hung throughout the township earlier
in the summer and the start up of the
prideinscotchplains.com website.

Mr. Watson said SPMC is “99
percent finished” with collecting
information for a membership data-
base that he said will allow for bet-
ter communication with businesses
and commercial property owners.
The information will also be in-
cluded in a “Shop In Scotch Plains”
section on the website, which is in
the midst of an overall upgrade that
now includes contact information
for board members.

Mr. Watson said “many people have
seen” the new “This Week in Scotch

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Concerned
about the substantial variance being
sought, the township’s planning board
on Monday night narrowly voted to
turn down a subdivision application
for a property on Crest Lane.

After a hearing that lasted nearly
three hours, the board by a 5-4 vote
rejected an application by Linda Laird
and Kathleen Fetissoff to subdivide
the lot at 2672 Crest Lane into two
differently sized lots. Neighborhood
opposition was vocal, with more than
20 residents attending and nearly half
of them publicly urging the board to
disapprove the application because
of concerns about the likelihood of a
house being built on the newly cre-
ated lot and its effects on what one
homeowner described as a “bucolic
neighborhood.”

The existing lot, which contains a
single-family home, is nearly 34,000
square feet in size, and the two new
lots being proposed would both eas-
ily exceed the minimum 13,500
square feet required in that area. The
home sits near the center of the lot, so
an even split of the lot was impos-
sible, given setback requirements.
Thus, two variances were being
sought, including one for lot width —
69 feet for the new lot versus the
required 90 feet — and street front-
age width — 71 feet versus the mini-
mum 80 feet required.

At various times throughout the
hearing, board members expressed
concern about the lot width variance
request, which, it was pointed out,
would result in the newly created lot
being 23 percent smaller than allowed.

But Township Engineer Jim Watson
told the board that subdividing the lot
into two smaller lots “takes away the
option of a large, large house” being
built on the existing lot. He warned
that, while the housing market is cur-
rently “depressed,” in several years
time, a developer may be interested
in razing the existing house and erect-
ing a house with a footprint as large as
6,700 square feet, which he said would
be “out of character” for the neigh-
borhood.

Eight neighbors spoke, all in oppo-
sition to the application, with Robert
Kubli of Crest Lane saying he did not
want to “wedge another property in
this quiet residential neighborhood.”
Several residents told the board the
existing house is a rental property,
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RVSA Project Complete,
Three Lawsuits Continue

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

   RAHWAY — At last Thursday’s
meeting of the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority (RVSA), the board said
that the major contract in the wastewa-
ter treatment facility expansion is now
considered complete. Additionally,
three lawsuits continue and draw on the
authority’s resources.

Michael Brinker, RVSA’s execu-
tive director, told the board that E.E.
Cruz Construction of Holmdel no
longer had a presence on the site.
Cruz was the prime contractor for
what was designated as the Compre-
hensive Strategic Plan Plant Expan-

sion. This expansion was the largest
share of construction work being per-
formed at RVSA’s plant. It repre-
sented about $138.4 million of total
work of about $180 million, he said.

Three significant lawsuits exist. The
first is a suit between the parties in-
volved in the design and testing of the
cogeneration facility. A series of ex-
plosions in the exhaust systems of the
engines damaged equipment and de-
layed the project. Caterpillar, the en-
gines’ manufacturer, and Foley, their
local dealer, are currently talking with
the authority and the engineering firms
involved in the facility’s design about
how to constrain the exhaust systems,
officials said.

Exhaust from this type of engine
typically runs vertically, but at RVSA,
the exhaust is set in a “U-shape” with
two horizontal segments. Guidance
regarding appropriate design criteria
was unclear, and there is disagree-
ment about whether the design re-
quires modification.

The second suit is Clark Township
asking the court to modify the
Authority’s 1995 operating agreement.
Clark wants to see an immediate re-
duction in its user charges due to the
closure of US Gypsum’s Clark plant,
which represents about 20 percent of
Clark’s total sewage flow. The RVSA
calculates charges based on a five-
year rolling average, a format chosen
to minimize year-to-year fluctuations
in member municipalities’ charges.

The third suit is referred to as the
“Passaic River Litigation,” or, more
formally, as New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection (NJDEP)
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Council OKs Extending Due Date
For Sewer Bills to November 20

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday approved
extending the due date for payment of
the newly-issued sewer bills to Friday,
November 20, while Mayor Nancy
Malool apologized for any mishaps in
communicating with township taxpay-
ers about the newly-instituted fee.

“We hoped we had covered the
ground enough” in recent months for
residents to be aware of the new sewer
utility and the separate payment, the
mayor said at the council’s regular
meeting, “but a lot of people were
surprised to get the bill.” She said the
numerous phone calls from residents
to municipal officials about the sewer

bill, which was issued earlier this
month, was “a lesson for us that maybe
we need to communicate better.”

Sewerage fees are being levied on
a flat rate basis, with residences pay-
ing $250 per year and condominiums
and townhomes paying $180. All non-
residential properties will pay a $250
flat fee for up to 27,500 gallons of
water usage and one cent for every
gallon used beyond that level. Start-
ing next year, bills will be calculated
using water usage data for the Sep-
tember-through-December period
and then prorating those levels for
the full 12-month period.

Prior to the council voting on Tues-
day to extend the due date for pay-
ment of the bills from October 1 to

November 20, with a 10-day grace
period, the mayor spent 35 minutes
outlining the reasons why the council
in the spring voted 4-1 to separate the
sewer fees from the municipal budget
and create a separate utility. She called
the new system a fairer way because
“you should only be paying for what
you use,” similar to other utilities
such as telephone and electricity ser-
vice. She said township homeowners,
particularly those in homes with
higher tax assessments, had “subsi-
dized millions of dollars [in sewer
costs] over the years for businesses
and non-profits.”

She said the council had been com-
pelled to create the new utility by
municipal budget constraints and the
state-imposed property tax cap. Other
options besides creating the sewer
utility — including a one-year pen-
sion payment deferral — were seen
by a majority of the council, the mayor
said, as not being fiscally respon-
sible.

Addressing those with questions
about the size of their bills, Mayor
Malool said, “We are not averse to
adjusting bills,” adding that the town-
ship government was “not looking to
make a profit” from sewer payments,
but “just trying to pay the bill” to the
sewer authorities. She urged any resi-
dent with questions or concerns to
contact Municipal Manager Chris
Marion so that a meeting can be sched-
uled to review a disputed bill. “If you
can justify that your water does not
go into the sanitary sewer,” Mayor
Malool said, “come in and talk to us
and explain the situation.”

After the mayor’s remarks, 14 resi-
dents spoke to the council, with com-
ments ranging from support for the
new billing arrangement to questions
about how some businesses were sup-
posed to pay large bills in a short
amount of time. The owner of an East
Second Street laundromat said her
$15,000 bill could force her out of
business, and asked whether the town-
ship planned to mail bills on a quar-
terly basis next year.

Mayor Malool said municipal offi-
cials are considering sending bills
two or four times in 2010 or sending
out one bill with four separate pay-
ment coupons, similar to property tax
bills.

The mayor said the township needs
to make a $2.5 million sewer pay-
ment by year’s end, which is why one
bill was sent to property owners this
month. Whatever portion of that $2.5
million that is not paid will have to be
raised via property taxes in 2010, she
added.

Wayne Smith, the owner of Rita’s
Ice Cream on Terrill Road, asked why
it cost him a penny per gallon to “get
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