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POLICE BLOTTER

Courtesy of Albert Paglialunga
HANGING OUT...Students from Jefferson Elementary School in Westfield don’t
want to go home after their first day at school. Pictured, left to right, are: Joshua
Markowitz, Paige Felter, Rachel Markowitz, Evan Schaefer, Amanda Wagner,
Ethan Composto, Michael Paglialunga, Ryan Palmer, Bryan Felter, Zachary
Composto, CJ Composto and Christopher Wagner.

Westfield
Wednesday, September 16, after be-

ing stopped for a motor vehicle viola-
tion, Lisa Reid of Garwood was arrested
on an outstanding New Providence war-
rant.

Wednesday, September 16, Eric
Arnold, 40, of Roselle was arrested on
an Elizabeth warrant during a motor
vehicle stop at West South Avenue and
Hort Street. He was released on his own
recognizance per the Elizabeth Court.

Wednesday, September 16, Christo-
pher Seto, 20, and Alan Tauman, 21,
both of Springfield, were arrested fol-
lowing a disturbance call on the 500
block of Cumberland Street. Tauman
was charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of drug paraphernalia.
Seto was charged with possession of
drug paraphernalia. Both were released
with summonses pending an October 1
court date.

Wednesday, September 16, Bruna
Morales, 27, of West Orange was ar-
rested on an outstanding Clark traffic
warrant during a traffic stop at the inter-
section of West North Avenue and Elm
Street. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting $165 bail.

Wednesday, September 16, a busi-
ness on the 500 block of Springfield
Avenue reported the theft of money and
personal checks over a period of time.
Attempts were made to use the stolen
checks, although they were unsuccess-
ful. The matter has been forwarded to
the Westfield Police Department’s De-
tective Bureau.

Friday, September 18, Shaheed
Spruill, 25, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Boulevard on warrants from
Plainfield, with bail of $655, and
Annandale, with bail of $285. He subse-
quently was turned over to Plainfield
authorities after being unable to post
bail.

Friday, September 18, Harold Lawson,
28, of Elizabeth was arrested on a
Westfield traffic warrant. He responded
to Westfield police headquarters, where
he surrendered himself and posted $500
bail.

Saturday, September 19, Israel Rivera,
23, of Hyattsville, Md. was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on the
300 block of East North Avenue on an
outstanding Somerville warrant for $139.
Rivera was released after posting bail.

Saturday, September 19, Brandon
Underhill West, 20, of Westfield was
arrested at Westfield police headquar-
ters pursuant to two warrants, one a
traffic warrant and one a criminal war-
rant, from Westfield. He was processed
and released after posting $850 total
bail.

Saturday, September 19, the handball
wall and a portable restroom at the Me-
morial Pool complex were damaged
through an apparent act of criminal mis-
chief. They were spray-painted with graf-
fiti markings.

Sunday, September 20, Anthony
Colaneri, 43, of Garwood was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated, refusal to submit to an Alcotest
and possession of prescription drugs.
He was turned over to a responsible
individual after being issued multiple
summonses.

Sunday, September 20, Yasminah
Sears, 23, of Newark was arrested as the
result of a motor vehicle stop on a charge
of hindering her own apprehension and
on outstanding warrants from Watchung,
in the amount of $638; Woodbridge, in
the amount of $2,500, and Cranbury, in
the amount of $500. Sears was unable to
post bail.

Sunday, September 20, an employee
of an eatery on the 100 block of East
Broad Street reported an act of criminal
mischief in which someone unknown
wrote on the men’s bathroom stall door
in red marker.

Sunday, September 20, a Westfield
resident surrendered $18 in U.S. paper
currency that she found in the roadway
in the area of East Broad Street and
Central Avenue. Its ownership could not
be determined at the time and the prop-
erty was held for safekeeping.

Sunday, September 20, a resident of
the 20 block of Summit Court reported
that her vinyl fence was damaged as the
result of criminal mischief. Graffiti mark-
ings were painted on the fence.

Sunday, September 20, Glenn
Edmonds, 60, of Roselle was arrested
on outstanding warrants from East Or-
ange and Roselle, in the amounts of
$250 and $150, respectively, pursuant to
an investigation on the 100 block of Elm
Street. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and held
in lieu of posted bail.

Sunday, September 20, a Summit resi-
dent reported the theft of a black wrist-
let-type wallet which was set down while
she was shopping in a clothing store on
the 100 block of Quimby Street.

Monday, September 21, a burglary to
a garage located in the rear of a business
on the 1100 block of West South Avenue
was reported. Missing from within the
garage were two motorcycles – a 2004
Buell and a 2003 Bourgett. The total
value of the theft is approximately
$56,000. Entry to the garage appeared to
have been gained after someone forc-
ibly removed a wooden panel that was
covering a window.

Monday, September 21, Edward M.
Karmin, 23, of Westfield was arrested
on a Westfield warrant at Gallows Hill
Road and St. Marks Avenue. He was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released after
posting $245 bail.

Monday, September 21, a 16-year-
old student and her father reported the
theft of her Blackberry Storm cellular
telephone from an unsecured gym locker
at Westfield High School. The value of
the stolen property is $220.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, September 8, Horace

McNeill, 38, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Tuesday, September 8, a resident of
Valley Avenue reported that she had
several people over for a party and some-

one removed jewelry valued at $175
from the residence.

Tuesday, September 8, police investi-
gated a hit-and-run accident that oc-
curred on Rahway Avenue, in which a
motor vehicle that was legally parked
was struck in the rear by a vehicle that
fled the scene.

Friday, September 11, Maliyah Bur-
rows, 22, of Irvington was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on an out-
standing warrant. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, September 11, Thomas
Leahey, 66, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with obstruction of justice
after police responded to a report of a
motorist attempting to leave the scene of
an accident. According to police, Leahey
also lied to the officer about being in-
volved in the accident. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters where he
was processed and released.

Friday, September 11, Michael
Brown, 28, of Morristown was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after a motor vehicle stop
at which time the officer smelled the
odor of alcohol. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, September 12, Wagner
Dubowski, 39, of Southampton, Pa. was
arrested and charged with DWI after a
motor vehicle stop at which time the
officer smelled the odor of alcohol. He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Sunday, September 13, a resident of
Stout Avenue reported that an unknown
female caller repeatedly calls, yells at
her and then hangs up.

Sunday, September 13, a resident of
Greenbrier Lane reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle and removed
an unknown amount of loose change.

Tuesday, September 15, Maclyse
Brown, 21, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Tuesday, September 15, a resident of
Bonus Hill Drive reported that someone
removed his motor vehicle from where
it was parked in his driveway.

Wednesday, September 16, police in-
vestigated a hit-and-run accident that
occurred on Terrill Road, in which the
victim reported that someone struck his
legally parked motor vehicle in the rear
and fled the scene.

Thursday, September 17, Khalique
Weaver, 30, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, September 17, Vladimir
Volcin, 22, of Union was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released.

Saturday, September 19, Donald
Patterson, 28, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with possession of
suspected marijuana after a motor ve-
hicle stop, at which time the officer
discovered the controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS). He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, September 19, a resident of
Allwood Road reported that he was given
a fraudulent check for a piece of furni-
ture he sold over the Internet.

Saturday, September 19, a resident of
East Second Street reported that some-
one entered his motor vehicle and re-
moved his backpack containing books
and cash.

Mountainside
Tuesday, September 15, a resident of

Woodacres Court reported that she lost
her wallet after visiting several loca-
tions during the course of the day.

Tuesday, September 15, a patron of a
Route 22 service station reported that
his motor vehicle was stolen after his
son left the vehicle in the lot of the
business overnight after it had closed so
that the vehicle would be on location in
the morning in order for repairs to be
completed. According to police, when
the victim called to check on the status
of the repair, the mechanic told him
when he opened the shop that morning
the vehicle was not there. The vehicle
was entered as stolen, police reported.

Wednesday, September 16, Veronica
Quian, 38, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for alleg-
edly driving without a license.

Thursday, September 17, a resident of
Holly Hill reported that she had recently
purchased her home and that while she
was in the process of going through
items left in the basement with an an-
tique dealer, a 12-gauge Springfield shot-
gun was located. The firearm was turned
over to the police.

Saturday, September 19, the owner of
a Route 22 restaurant reported that he
parked his motor vehicle in the lot in the
morning and when he returned to it later
that day, the driver’s side door lock had
been pried and entry to the vehicle was
gained. Multiple items were removed
from the vehicle and fingerprints were
found on the vehicle near the broken
lock, which were lifted for evidence,
police said.

Saturday, September 19, a resident of
Garrett Road reported that someone re-
moved his bicycle from either the front
of his house or from his garage. The
bicycle is described as a orange-and-red
Haro with the words “Monster Energy”
on the frame and is valued at $400.

Sunday, September 20, Andres F.
Mosquere, 19, of Springfield was ar-
rested on charges of possession of a
CDS and intent to distribute a CDS.
According to police, Mosquere was
stopped for a motor vehicle violation, at
which time the officer smelled the strong
odor of burnt marijuana. According to
police, Mosquere was asked to step out
of the vehicle, whereupon a zip-lock bag
containing a vegetative substance fell to
the ground. A large amount of cash also
was found on the suspect, and a drug-
sniffing dog gave a positive indication
that the money had drug residue on it,
authorities reported. Mosquere was
transported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released.

Jeff Gruman for The Westfield Leader
BULLET-WOOFED…Police dogs Gamble and Ollie are presented with bullet-
proof vests on September 17. The owners of K-9 Resorts in Fanwood spearheaded
the fundraising to buy the vests, which cost $2,200 each, and manufactured by K9
Storm, considered to be the best bulletproof vest made for dogs. Pictured, left to
right, are: Officer Chris Aversa and canine Gamble; Jason Parker, president of
K-9 Resorts; Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian Mahoney; Steven Parker, CEO of
K-9 Resorts, and Officer Brian Cheney and canine Ollie.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LUCKY GUY...Friends gathered at Sole in Westfield as it celebrated its relocation
to a larger storefront at Elm and Broad streets last Thursday. Pictured, left to right,
are: Carol Kearney of Garwood,  owner Anna Mastroianni, John and Joan Blake
of Westfield, Becky Conrad of Westfield and Suzanne Taylor of Scotch Plains.

POLICE BLOTTER
Fanwood

Tuesday, September 15, Jason A.
Novello, 30, of Rahway was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on North Av-
enue on an outstanding warrant out of
Mountainside. He was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Tuesday, September 15, Stephanie A.
Kendall, 30, of Fanwood was arrested on an
outstanding Plainfield warrant after a field
investigation on Midway Avenue. She was
processed and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, September 16, a resident of
the 100 block of South Avenue reported that
sometime between Tuesday, September 15,
after 3 p.m. and Wednesday before 8 a.m.,
someone removed a GPS and a car stereo
valued at $300 from his motor vehicle. The
vehicle was parked unlocked in his drive-

way.
Wednesday, September 16, Anthony

Carter, 43, of Westfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue on an outstanding Mount Laurel
warrant. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Sunday, September 20, Mathew Pertty,
20, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant out of Plainfield after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue. He
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Monday, September 21, Stephen M.
Souris, 26, of Scotch Plains was arrested
and charged with possession of drug para-
phernalia after a field investigation on Terrill
Road. He was processed and released with
a summons.

level. Starting next year, bills will be
calculated using water usage data
for the September-through-Decem-
ber period and then prorating those
levels for the full 12-month period.

Prior to the council voting on Tues-
day to extend the due date for pay-
ment of the bills from October 1 to
November 20, with a 10-day grace
period, the mayor spent 35 minutes
outlining the reasons why the coun-
cil in the spring voted 4-1 to separate
the sewer fees from the municipal
budget and create a separate utility.
She called the new system a fairer
way because “you should only be
paying for what you use,” similar to
other utilities such as telephone and
electricity service. She said town-
ship homeowners, particularly those
in homes with higher tax assess-
ments, had “subsidized millions of
dollars [in sewer costs] over the years
for businesses and nonprofits.”

She said the council had been com-
pelled to create the new utility by
municipal budget constraints and the
state-imposed property tax cap. Other
options besides creating the sewer util-
ity — including a one-year pension
payment deferral — were seen by a
majority of the council, the mayor
said, as not being fiscally responsible.

Addressing those with questions
about the size of their bills, Mayor
Malool said, “We are not averse to
adjusting bills,” adding that the town-
ship government was “not looking
to make a profit” from sewer pay-
ments, but “just trying to pay the
bill” to the sewer authorities. She
urged any resident with questions or
concerns to contact Municipal Man-
ager Chris Marion so that a meeting
can be scheduled to review a dis-
puted bill. “If you can justify that
your water does not go into the sani-
tary sewer,” Mayor Malool said,
“come in and talk to us and explain
the situation.”

After the mayor’s remarks, 14 resi-
dents spoke to the council, with com-
ments ranging from support for the
new billing arrangement to ques-
tions about how some businesses
were supposed to pay large bills in a
short amount of time. The owner of
an East Second Street laundromat
said her $15,000 bill could force her

out of business and asked whether
the township planned to mail bills on
a quarterly basis next year.

Mayor Malool said municipal of-
ficials are considering sending bills
two or four times in 2010 or sending
out one bill with four separate pay-
ment coupons, similar to property
tax bills.

The mayor said the township needs
to make a $2.5 million sewer pay-
ment by year’s end, which is why
one bill was sent to property owners
this month. Whatever portion of that
$2.5 million that is not paid will
have to be raised via property taxes
in 2010, she added.

Wayne Smith, the owner of Rita’s
ice cream on Terrill Road, asked
why it cost him a penny per gallon to
“get rid of the water when it cost half
that amount to bring it in.” Mayor
Malool responded by saying that “it
costs a lot more to treat water than to
receive it.”

Susan Hung, of Hung’s Shanghai
restaurant, said “it came as a shock”
to receive the eatery’s sewer bill,
which she said was excessive. In
response to a suggestion from Ms.
Hung, the mayor said it would be a
good idea to educate the community
on effective methods of recycling
household water, suggesting the en-
vironmental commission could take
the lead on any such effort.

Resident Frank DiNizo asked why
houses were charged the flat $250
fee while condos, some of which he
said were larger than houses, were
only paying $180.

Consultant Greg Fehrenbach, who
assisted the council in creating the
sewer utility, said that water usage
data from the water company was
“segregated based on single-family
houses and condos” and added that
single-family homes had one-third
more average water flow than con-
dos, thus resulting in the rate for
homes being set about one-third more
than for condos.

At the end of the 75-minute public
comment session, Mayor Malool
again urged residents to contact mu-
nicipal officials with any questions
or concerns. “We want to hear from
everybody,” she said, “and resolve
any issues needing to be resolved.”

the state law.”
Chief Parizeau confirmed that if

someone is publically drunk, he or
she is taken into custody, but no
arrest is made. If necessary, the res-
cue squad will be called to transport
the person to the hospital. He said,
however, there is a law on the books
for disorderly conduct, which is en-
forceable if such a circumstance
arises.

Mr. Foerst said there are “plenty
of other ways to enforce to the intent
[of the soon-to-be-repealed public-
intoxication law].”

On a separate matter, earlier this
month, the town council approved
the Reeve House – the eventual home
of the Westfield Historical Society
and its archives, located on Moun-
tain Avenue – to hold a harvest festi-
val in early October.

Though the council at the time
had some logistical concerns about
parking, the event was approved.
Now, at Tuesday’s meeting, council
members shared concerns about
how the event is being billed, with
some claiming to have read about a
wine tasting occurring on the
grounds.

Second Ward Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan said she had a con-
cern about public safety, since the
home is not completed on the inside,
and said the town needed to be “clear”
about what it approved.

“What we approved was an out-
door event...we did not approve any
alcohol or wine tasting,” Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea clarified.
Town law prohibits alcohol to be
consumed at such an event.

Mr. Foerst’s committee also wants
the historical society to submit a
written report and come before the
committee to once again outline the
goals and the progress made on the
Reeve House.

Mr. Foerst’s committee also dis-
cussed creating new legislation to

govern the placement of PODS (por-
table on-demand storage) on people’s
properties. At present, they are not
allowed in Westfield and violate the
prevailing ordinances, leading to a
violation and a court appearance by
the offender.

Mr. Foerst’s committee believes
there are some “legitimate uses” for
PODs; therefore, it recommended a
fee structure to employ PODS in a
“limited” fashion.

Residents wishing to use a POD
would file a permit, and the fee struc-
ture would establish one price for
keeping the units on site for seven
days; the price would escalate for
those needing the POD for two weeks
or more. The committee proposed a
maximum allowable use of 30 days
except in the case of a “massive disas-
ter” or fire.

Ms. Neylan said the PODs are “un-
sightly” and added that they should
be employed in a “transitory” man-
ner. Thirty days “seemed excessive”
to her.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky asked Mr.
Foerst to be “careful” about how the
new ordinance would be constituted.
He said, “The new laws may be af-
fecting someone who is putting a lot
of money in their house and improv-
ing the town. Limiting it to 30 days
may be problematic with a major
construction job.”

Mr. Foerst said if construction were
occurring, a different mechanism and
timetable would be in place.

Bob Burslem spoke during the pub-
lic portion of the session and reminded
the council that frequently, construc-
tion projects affect detached garages,
and people are forced to empty all
their belongings from the garage into
a POD.

“I don’t know if you want things
[previously in the garage such as a
lawn mower, snow blower, bikes]
strewn on the lawn...that’s also un-
sightly.”

driver. “Carl never asked us not wear
seat belts. He asked us to put them over
the seat when we got off so no one would
trip on them. Kids were not picked on
and made to sit up front — Only if they
left garbage or slept on the bus.”

Ms. Baubles made a statement after
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Mountainside BOE

the election is only a short time away, a
new governor would not take office
until next year. Councilman Sytko stated
that he had no objection to completing
the application given the “reasonable
cost.”

Councilman Sytko also announced
that on Tuesday, September 29 he will
be holding a conference with represen-
tatives from several municipalities and

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Council

the community gave its remarks on the
busing issue.

 She stated that the district worked
with First Student Bus Company “re-
visiting stop times and determining that
the eight stops are the safest and most
efficient.”

board of education to discuss the poten-
tial of starting a cooperative buying
agreement to purchase solar panels.

 When resident Bruce Paterson ques-
tioned whether the public or press would
be allowed to attend the meeting, Mr.
Sytko stated that they would not as it is
a “glorified committee meeting” and is
not subject to the open public meetings
act.
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Westfield Council Repeals
Public-Intoxication Law
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SP Council OKs Extending Due Date
For Sewer Bills to November 20

DWC Reports Occupancy
Rate Drops to 90 Percent

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation board met Mon-
day night after a month-long hiatus. At
the meeting, the board noted that retail
occupancy rates in downtown had fallen
to slightly above 90 percent. DWC also
reported that progress on the South
Avenue Streetscape project is moving
forward quickly.

DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin reported that the retail occu-
pancy rate had dropped to just above 90
percent, a drop from about 94 percent
two months ago. Mrs. Cronin charac-
terized much of the change was transi-
tional, with events like The Farmhouse
Store moving from North Avenue to
East Broad Street, new space coming
on board next to the Five Guys Restau-
rant on East Broad Street and several
spaces either leased or in late-stage
negotiations for leasing.

Sadie, a women’s clothing shop, has
opened at 107 Prospect Street, in the
space vacated by Sole Shoes when they
moved to the Arcanum Building at the
intersection of East Broad and Elm
Streets. A bath specialty store called
The Bath Junkie will be taking over the
former Farmhouse space. A breakfast
and lunch restaurant called The Turn-
ing Point will move into the Central
Avenue space vacated by Bombay Com-
pany, pending approval of the change
of use. Other changes to the face of
downtown are anticipated over the next
few months.

Reporting on progress of the South
Avenue Streetscape project, Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea said the major
work on the parking lot side of the street
would be completed this week. He said
that landscaping and lighting would be
completed later, and further discussion
revealed that the lights for the project
were still “months” from arrival. The
order for the lights, delayed by funding

questions was to have been placed this
week.

DWC’s Restaurant Week promotion
is still occurring. Mrs. Cronin reported
that results are unclear, but she believes
some diners are using the promotion as
an opportunity to move up the dining
spectrum by eating at fancier places
than usual.

The Car Show scheduled for early
October has been pushed back into next
year. A September 18 letter to Mayor
Andy Skibitsky and the town council
from DWC Promotions Chairman Saul
Drittel described soft interest. Dealers’
intense focus on the “Cash for Clunkers”
program during the planning and sales
phase was Mr. Drittel’s explanation for
the postponement.

The DWC is working to cross-pro-
mote several established Halloween
events around town. In addition to
DWC’s downtown Trick or Treating
and Costume Contest, the Y’s Men’s
Halloween Parade will be held on Oc-
tober 25. A scarecrow contest, orga-
nized by Williams Nursery for several
years, will be given more prominence
by having entries displayed downtown
following judging.

The DWC has been working with
Verizon Wireless to assist in their re-
quest for a sign variance at its North
Avenue location, the former Block-
buster Video site. The information that
Verizon has fed back to the DWC “tells
quite a story,” said Mrs. Cronin. She
described their work as “very enlight-
ening” and commented that it made
clear many things in the current sign
ordinance, dating from 1996, need to
be addressed.

Suzy Minken, a Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce member, de-
scribed Verizon’s site as an “orphan
location.” Mrs. Cronin commented that
the unusual side entry and three-sided
visibility of the building poses special
challenges in terms of signage.


