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The Compleat 
Wrks of Shkspr, 

(abridged)

Oral History CDs Preserve
Cranford for Posterity

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – More than 40 years ago,
three trustees of the Cranford His-
torical Society (CHS) developed a
way to preserve a slice of Cranford
history.

The three men, CHS president Ira
Dorian, Rod Smith and Dr. Kenneth
MacKay, embarked on the Cranford
Oral History Program, a project in
which selected Cranford residents
were invited to orally recount the
experience of living in Cranford.

The residents were chosen because
they either had “a lengthy residence,
service to and participation in com-
munity activities or a special knowl-
edge of the past of Cranford, which
should be preserved,” according to
the introduction to each history.

Many of the oral recollections go
back as far as the turn of the 20th
Century.

The recordings, which were made
at Union County College (then known
as Union College), were produced
using the latest technology at the time:
reel–to–reel tape recorders.

As this type of recording technol-
ogy became obsolete, some of the
reels were converted to cassette tapes.

Later, CHS member Andy Lanset,
an audio preservation specialist who
manages the archives of the WNYC
radio station in New York, volun-
teered to transfer the remaining reels
and the cassettes to CDs.

Today, there are approximately 80

CDs in the CHS Oral History collec-
tion.

“Some of those involved in the
Oral History’s early days are long
gone,” said Robert Fridlington, a CHS
trustee and a Cranford and Union
County historian.

“Thanks to their efforts, a few snap-
shots of Cranford have been preserved
for future generations,” he said.

A small sampling of Cranford resi-
dents who participated in the oral
histories include artist Alice Crump,
former mayor George E. Osterheldt,
who held office from 1934-1951, and
agricultural advocate Henrietta
Dreyer, whose husband’s family es-
tablished Dreyer Farms on Spring-
field Avenue in 1904.

One of the most-listened-to CDs,
according to Mr. Fridlington, is the
one recorded by Curtis Culin, Jr.

Some of Mr. Culin’s reminiscences
include memories of his son, Curtis
Culin 3rd, a decorated World War II
hero whose “rhino” invention was
attached to Sherman tanks, helping
them maneuver the beaches of
Normandy after being fitted with
hedgerow-breaching tusks during the
liberation of France.

Currently, the Cranford Oral His-
tory CD collection is housed at
Hanson House, the home of the CHS.

The public may listen to the CDs
by appointment.

For more information, contact the
CHS at (908) 276-0082 or e-mail
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.

The Contagious Acting Bug...
Teens and Adults Are Catching It, Too

WESTFIELD – The Contagious
Drama Workshop (CDW) will launch
its seventh season of acting programs
on Wednesday, September 23.

CDW began as a one-class pro-
gram for children in 2005, and has
grown into a vibrant acting school
offering classes for children and teens,
as well as for adults, in creative dra-
matics, acting techniques and full play
readings.

Beth Painter, founder of CDW, has
restructured this season’s teen class.
While the class will continue to in-
clude theater games, improvisation
and scene study, a new and exciting
element has been added. Students
will have the opportunity to perform
in a “reading” of a full-length play.
Although the students remain engaged
and onstage during the reading of the
entire play, absolute memorization is
not necessary. Ms. Painter explained
that “with these readings, the students
will have the chance to really apply
what they are learning in class and
make it all come together.” Ms. Painter
plans for these readings to be inter-
generational, and has already received
some commitments from her col-
leagues in the acting community as
well as from parents of current stu-
dents. Given its great success, CDW’s
creative programs for younger chil-
dren will continue to include age ap-
propriate theater games, improvisa-
tion, role playing, short scenes or
monologues, and character study.

As for the adults, Ms. Painter is so
excited to be adding them to the agenda
this fall. “Over the last couple of
years, I have given adults the opportu-

nity to participate in theater games
and improvisation during the final
presentations of each class. It’s amaz-
ing how much they enjoy it and how
much they laugh; we all do,” she said.
Also for adults, Ms. Painter will be
teaching a free adult improvisation
class at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary on Tuesday, October 13, from 7-
8:30 p.m. Please contact the library
for registration information.

In addition, Ms. Painter will be
teaching a three-session adult impro-
visation class at the Westfield Adult
School starting on Monday night,
October 19. These classes promise to
be stress relieving and tons of fun. No
prior experience is necessary. All you
need is yourself! Contact the Westfield
Adult School for more information.

Who knows, perhaps you will find
yourself in one of CDW’s play read-
ings this year!

In addition to the above, Ms. Painter
is also offering a parent/child acting
class. Participants will engage in the-
ater games and improvisation with
each other. Ms. Painter said with a
smile, “Don’t be surprised if the adults
end up acting out the roles of the kids
and vice-versa.” This single-session
class will take place on Thursday,
October 15, from 5:15-6:15 p.m.

While space is limited, information
on all of CDW’s classes and related
registration forms are available at
www.contagiousdrama.com or you
can contact Beth Painter at
contagiousdrama@yahoo.com, or call
(917) 836-3740.
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“LIVE FROM NEW JERSEY”...Pete Yorn, left, and his band, at right, played MusicFest 2009, held at Oak Ridge Park in Clark, on Sunday night.

Rain and Mud Do Not Keep Fans
Away From MusicFest 2009 at Oak Ridge

By KATHERINE A. SLOAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — On September 12
and 13, Oak Ridge Park in Clark
(formerly Oak Ridge Golf Course)
provided the backdrop for MusicFest
2009, an occasion that celebrated the
coalescence of several talented musi-
cians.

MusicFest allowed residents near
and far to come together and enjoy
free concerts, held on three stages,
and other attractions, including fair
rides, a Hell on Wheels BMX Exhibi-
tion and a Walkathon/5K run.

Saturday, September 12, kicked off

at 8 a.m. with the walkathon/run, also
known as the Rock n’ Run created in
2007 to raise money for The Love

Hope Strength Foundation and The
Valerie Fund to support children fight-
ing cancer and blood-related disor-
ders.

After the morning activities took
place, Josh Flagg approached the
Walmart Presents Crossroads Stage,
which featured local up-and-coming
acts, around 11 a.m., and Cy Curnin
(front man of 80’s band The Fixx)
arrived at noon on the TD Bank stage.
Unfortunately, the gloomy weather
negatively impacted the attendance
in the beginning hours, even while
acts such as Fastball, The Alarm,
Kenny Wayne Sheppard and Tommy
James & The Shondells performed.

However, dedicated fans braved the
elements; they either came prepared
with ponchos or gathered around trees
to stay dry as the entertainment be-
gan.

According to one fan, Tom Sloan,
Tommy James & The Shondells, an
American rock band from the 1960’s
– famous for songs like “Mony,
Mony” and “Hanky Panky” – sounded
“better now than they did in the 60’s.”

“Like age, the band gets better with
time,” said Danny Del Valle.

Other fans said they came to see
Fastball and headlining acts such as
Uncle Kracker and Third Eye Blind
(3EB).

As the rain continued to fall off and
on throughout the day, the crowd in-
creased dramatically to see Uncle
Kracker put on a phenomenal act
around 7:15 p.m. Playing old music
like “Drift Away” and “Follow Me,”
Uncle Kracker also introduced new

songs like “Smile” from his new
record, which came out September
15.

Uncle Kracker also gave The
Westfield Leader and The Times an
exclusive interview prior to the week-
end festivities.

After detailing his excitement for
the concert and seeing other perform-
ers like 3EB, Uncle Kracker said his
performance would not deviate from
the norm despite the more family-
oriented audience at the festival.

The country-rocker-meets-rapper –
who said that when not working in
the studio or out on tour, his favorite
pastimes are fishing, bowling and
hanging out with his best friends
Kenny Chesney and Kid Rock – said

David Samsky for The Leader/ Times
Robin Wilson, lead singer of the Gin

Blossoms, takes the stage Sunday

Katherine Sloan for The Leader/Times
Uncle Kracker performs Saturday

Portrait by Alice M. Crump (1968 / Courtesy of the Cranford Historical Society.
ORAL HISTORY...Dr. Kenneth C. MacKay was a member of the Cranford
Historical Society who recorded many of the oral histories that the public may
now listen to at the Hanson House.  See article at top right.

he wanted to push the tempo with his
new music, and he told The Leader
and The Times that his motivation for
making more “upbeat” music came
from his mother and oldest daughter.
According to Uncle Kracker, they
said they do not listen to his music
because they “could not dance” to it.
The audience surely signaled its ap-
proval with the new sound, as it danced
to the music throughout the set.

3EB closed the evening on the Over-
look Hospital stage with a great per-
formance; the band started with some
new material before interspersing
their hits, “Graduate,” “Semi-charmed
Life” and “Jumper” in the 13-song
set. The band’s fans showed that they
were a devoted bunch by sticking it
out despite the muddy grounds and
sticky weather; it foreshadowed what
would be a solid turnout for Sunday’s
acts, which would include bands such
as Tonic, Gin Blossoms and Pete Yorn.

Arts Guild Holds 2009
Registration for Fall Classes
RAHWAY – Registration is now open

for fall kids, teen and adult art classes at
Arts Guild New Jersey, formerly known
as the Arts Guild of Rahway.

Children’s classes include Kid’s
Drawing and Art with the Masters, a
class that introduces young artists to
examples from the history of great art
from around the world.

Children’s classes run for an hour
and a half in the afternoon after school
hours. Also, this fall, a new special one-
day / four-hour Saturday Kid’s

Printmaking Workshop is being offered.
Teen classes include Teen Drawing

(Beginner to Advanced), Printmaking
101 and Japanese Anime/Manga Style
Cartooning, which is focused on the
Japanese cartoon style of current favor-
ite animators. Teen classes also run for
an hour and a half in the afternoon after
school hours, except for the Anime
class, which runs Saturday afternoons.

Daytime adult classes include Acrylic
Painting, Oil Painting, Watercolor and
Drawing. Adult classes run for two and
a half hours in the morning. All classes
run for eight weeks.

Evening adult classes include Draw-
ing, Watercolor, Painting with Oils,
Acrylic Painting, Beginner Stained
Glass and Intermediate/Advanced
Stained Glass. Adult classes run for two
and a half hours in the evening.

To register, call (732) 381-7511, e-
mail artsguild1670@verizon.net or visit
rahwayartsguild.org. All classes are on
a first-come, first-served basis and be-
gin the week of September 21.

For more information, visit
rahwayartsguild.org. Arts Guild New
Jersey is a non-profit center for the arts
located at 1670 Irving Street in Rahway.

Mount St. Mary’s
Hosts Art Auction

WATCHUNG – There will be an
upcoming charity art auction at Mount
Saint Mary Academy in Watchung.

The tax-deductible proceeds are to
benefit alumnae-sponsored events,
including the Sister Mary Alphonsus
Alumnae Scholarship Fund at Mount
Saint Mary Academy.

The auction will be held on Satur-
day, October 3, at 7 p.m. (for a pre-
view) and 8 p.m. (for the auction).
Admission is $10 per person.

The event features oils, watercol-
ors, graphics, prints, lithos, giclee,
memorabilia, collectibles, originals
and investment pieces. The event fea-
tures a variety of artists, including
Dali, Delacroix, Borelli, Tarkay,
Neiman, Monet, Rockwell, Gorman
and Chagall.

To learn more about the event,
which features a live and silent auc-
tion, call (908) 757-0108, extension
4535.

Frank and Lydia 
Bergen FoundationFunding has been made possible in part through a 

grant by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/ 
Department of State, a partner agency of the National 
Endowment for the Arts.
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in collaboration with
New York Opera Society
featuring international soloists 
and Summit High School Chorus

JOSEPH DEALESSANDRO MEMORIAL OPERA CONCERTJOSEPH DeALESSANDRO MEMORIAL OPERA CONCERT

Saturday, September 26, 2009 
8pm  Summit High School 
125 Kent Place Blvd
Summit, NJ 

Giacomo Puccini


