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Paintings by WF’s Brown
On Exhibit in Elizabeth

Oates’ ‘Transitory Space’
To Open September 25

Leah Oates: Beijing, China, Lilly 3, c-print, 16”x20”, 2008

CRANFORD – From Friday, Sep-
tember 25 to October 31, the exhibi-
tion, “Transitory Space” by artist Leah
Oates, will be on display at Union
County College’s Tomasulo Gallery.
Ms. Oates’ work is a collection of im-
ages from the time she spent in Beijing,
China, Newfoundland, Canada, and
Chicago, Ill. in 2008.

Ms. Oates described the photo-
graphs in this exhibition as “…dreamy
and haunted and creates mutant forms
that come into existence through a
fusion of landscape and urban ele-
ments and the subjective eye of the
photographer.”

Ms. Oates said she uses double ex-
posures of her photographs in order to
“…play with the ideas of time, multiple
memories, and how we reconstruct
place, time, and moments.” This double-
exposure process causes “…a blurring
of moments and locations into one im-
age that captures the essence of place
and of time passing quickly and in a
state of flux.”

Ms. Oates’ works on paper are in
many public collections, including the
National Museum of Women in the Art,
The Brooklyn Museum, The British
Library, The Walker Art Center Librar-
ies, The Smithsonian Libraries, and the
Franklin Furnace Archive at the Mu-
seum of Modern Art.

Ms. Oates holds a Bachelor of Fine
Arts degree from the Rhode Island
School of Design and a Master of Fine
Arts degree from The School of the Art
Institute of Chicago. She resides and
works in Brooklyn.

The opening reception will be held
on September 25, from 6 to 8 p.m. in the
Tomasulo Gallery, located on the first
floor of MacKay Library on the
college’s Cranford campus, located at
1033 Springfield Avenue.

Gallery hours are from 1 to 4 p.m. on
Mondays through Thursdays and from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays. Evening
hours are from 6 to 9 p.m. on Tuesdays
through Thursdays. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 709-7155.

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
present an exhibit of oil paintings and
illustrations by Westfield artist Laura
Brown in the gallery space at the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, located at 633 Pearl
Street in Elizabeth.

A selection of her work is on dis-
play at the Pearl Street Gallery through
Thursday, October 1. Gallery hours
are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays.

“The talent and diversity of our
county artists assure an inspiring and
interesting variety of exhibitions at
the Pearl Street Gallery,” said Free-
holder Bette Jane Kowalski, liaison
to the Union County Cultural and
Heritage Advisory Board.

Ms. Brown earned her Bachelor of
Fine Arts degree and post-baccalaure-
ate teacher certification from the School
of Visual Arts in New York City. Soon
after graduation she worked as a graphic
artist doing layout and design and pho-
tography for The Hudson Reporter
newspaper in Hoboken.

Ms. Brown taught fine art at
Abraham Clark High School from
1992-1999, instructing in all areas of
art making, aesthetics and art history.
In 1993, Ms. Brown earned the
Abraham Clark High School Out-
standing First Year Teacher Award.

She planned and directed art ex-
hibits and contests, and contributed
to the award-winning school maga-
zine Reflections. She initiated an af-
ter school Art Club and a Comic Book

Club. As a teacher she reinforced
classroom learning with field trips,
motivational speakers and guest art-
ists. She also developed and wrote
the district’s Fine Arts curriculum.

Ms. Brown’s illustrations have been
published in Architectural Digest, Pen
and Ink Magazine, Sprouts Maga-
zine, Arts and Antiques Magazine and
many others. She also illustrates
books, creates murals in New Jersey
and New York, paints portraits, and
continues as a fine arts instructor at
the Arts Guild of Rahway, the Roselle
Art Association and in her art studio.

Union County artists (whose works
can be hung on a wall) interested in
exhibiting in the gallery space are
welcome to apply. For more informa-
tion about the Pearl Street Gallery or
other programs, contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth N.J. 07202. Free on-site parking
is available.

To learn more, call (908) 558-2550.
NJ Relay users can dial 7-1-1. To e-
mail, send messages to
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and ½ popcorns

There is a nutty conviviality, a be-
tween-you-and-me familiarity that buoys
writer-director Mike Judge’s inventively
penned Extract above its just so-so di-
rection. While thank goodness we don’t
know these particular crazies, they are
close enough in modus operandi to re-
mind us of the loonies we do know. They
range from irksome to dangerous.

Take Mary (Beth Grant), for instance,
a conveyor belt drone at Joel Reynold’s
(Jason Bateman) nice little flavor ex-
tract plant. She is the slough off
extraordinaire, the proverbial cause of
the problem, the accident waiting to
happen. Yet while totally oblivious to
her uselessness, Mary is convinced all
her co-workers are really the problem.

The other workplace screwballs that
populate the scenario are so occupied
by their own rationalizations and idio-
cies that they accept her disingenuous
finger pointing as a fact of life. Unlike
Miss Perfect, each figures they’re guilty
of one sort of malfeasance or another.
Avoiding being found out becomes their
personally written job description.

The amazing thing is that, at the end of
the day, X amount of rather well thought
of, profit-making food flavoring is
shipped to the company’s growing list of
satisfied customers. So much so, in fact,
that rumor has it General Mills is fixing
to make young Mr. Reynold an offer for
the business he founded. Too bad he is
otherwise distracted.

You see, though Joel gets to drive his
7-Series BMW to a beautiful
McMansion every evening, of late he is
greeted there with dispassion by wife
Suzie (Kristen Wiig). No one is quite
certain when the bored, work-from-
the-home coupon designer lost that
lovin’ feeling. But like the employees at
Reynold’s, both have come to accept
the dysfunction.

Meanwhile, there are those who
see opportunity here…who, in a tra-
dition as old as our monetary system,
aren’t above capitalizing on the mis-
fortunes of others. Add to this the
best-laid plans of Joel’s well mean-
ing but essentially lunatical best
friend, Dean, played by Ben Affleck,
and we have a comical, two-pronged
study in how things can go awry.

Sitting at the trough where he
bartended with his old pal while study-
ing to become a chemical engineer and
eventual flavor magnate, Joel anguishes
over his woeful love life. Without bat-
ting a bloodshot eye, Dean recommends
drugs…and delivers a zany synopsis of
what to expect from each Rx. But that’s
not the worst of his prescriptions.

Dean suggests Joel should hire a
gigolo to seduce his wife. This way, he

Extract: Pungent with Laughs

won’t feel guilty when he has an affair
with Cindy (Mila Kunis), the pretty
new hire at work who has not only been
flirting with him, but, curiously enough,
seems to share his interest in flavors.
Under the influence of Dean’s dispen-
sary, Joel’s clouded judgment prevails.

The hired stud (Dustin Milligan), as
dumb as he is attractive, enters. Posing
as the new pool man, it’s soon mission
accomplished, and mission accom-
plished yet again, etc., etc. OK, enough
is enough, warns Joel. Thus, from the
harebrained scheme are hatched new
problems. And just to make it a double
whammy for our guy, trouble brews at
work, too.

Remember Mary, the blameless
blamer? Well, when she decides to hold
up the production line to make a fool-
hardy point, it sets in motion a Rube
Goldberg chain of catastrophic events.
Step (Clifton Collins), the nice dolt
who’s been lobbying to be floor man-
ager, is hurt. Ordinarily, you wouldn’t
figure him to sue. But hmm, the plot
thickens.

Joe Adler (Gene Simmons), an ambu-
lance chaser supreme whose legend is
extolled on bus bench advertisements
throughout the land, has been hired.
Getting wind of what could very well be
a fly in the takeover ointment, General
Mills decides to demur until further
notice. Totally unaware of what’s really
going on, the workers start talking strike.

Of course none of this tragic scenario
would customarily seem funny. Which
is precisely what distinguishes Mr.
Judge’s style. The creator of animated
products “Beavis and Butthead” and
“King of the Hill,” his unique, at once
loving and sarcastic take on the Ameri-
can Dream strikes a very humorous and
savvy chord. It says something about us.

Attribute it to a weird aspect of our
egocentrism. We are more than willing
to chuckle at our follies and foibles, no
matter how devastatingly negative, so
long as they’re camouflaged in likeably
bizarre characterizations. Mixing these
portrayals with an almost nonchalant
style of casual delivery, Judge’s con-
trasts please our sense of whimsy.

The thing is, for all the chicanery
portrayed, there are no innately vil-
lainous personae. Rather, even the
script’s most diabolical schemer has
only that ultimate evil – namely, ig-
norance – to blame for his/her bad
behavior. Hence, albeit disguised in
bawdy, illicit folderol, the humanis-
tic message you’ll derive from Ex-
tract makes for a good laugh.

* * *
Extract, rated R, is a Miramax Film’s

release directed by Mike Judge and stars
Jason Bateman, Kristen Wiig and Ben
Affleck. Running time: 92 minutes.

Author/Illustrator
Saxton Visits Book Store

SUMMIT – Summit Author/Illus-
trator Patricia Saxton will greet young
readers and sign copies of her new
children’s book, “A Book of Fairies,”
on Saturday, September 19, from 2 to
4 p.m. at The Town Book Store in
Westfield.

“A Book of Fairies,” published by
New Jersey-based publisher Shenani-
gan Books, follows “The Book of
Mermaids” as the second book in Ms.
Saxton’s trilogy of mystical creatures
(mermaids, fairies and dragons). Ms.
Saxton’s use of pencil, paint, and
collage to create detailed and fanciful
illustrations will delight all ages.

Reviewers call “A Book of Fairies”
a “fantastic children’s picture book
sure to bring joy not only to young
readers, but also to adults who still
believe in fairies.”

The Town Book Store, celebrating
its 75th year this fall, is located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield. To
learn more, call (908) 233-3535. For
more information about the author/
illustrator, visit patriciasaxton.com.

Chansonettes Begin
Rehearsing for Concert

WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes
of Westfield began rehearsing after
Labor Day for their upcoming winter
holiday tour entitled “Holiday Har-
mony.”

The all-women’s chorus will per-
form this December at several loca-
tions in the area, including Sunrise
Assisted Living in Westfield, Spring
Meadows in Summit and Runnells
Specialized Hospital.

The program will feature songs
celebrating the harmony of the holi-
day season including “Mistletoe and
Holly,” “Christmas... In About 3 Min-
utes,” “Hanukkah Traditions” and
“Peace, Peace.”

The Chansonettes, which began
more than 60 years ago, performs
both a holiday concert series in De-
cember and a spring concert series in
May of each year. The women re-
hearse once a week at the Presbyte-
rian Church on Mountain Avenue in
Westfield, under the direction of Jean
Schork and accompanied by Mel
Freda.

The group is currently looking for
new members, particularly First So-
pranos who enjoy singing and gather-
ing with friends. Anyone needing
more information regarding upcom-
ing concerts, interested in joining the
group or booking a future concert
may call vice presidents, Jackie
Costello at (908) 789-5819 or Amy
Herrington at (908) 317-5910.

SADIE ‘A Hidden Gem’
Is Found at 107 Prospect Street

WESTFIELD -- SADIE “a hidden
gem” is found at 107 Prospect Street.
Regina and James St. Lifer have opened
SADIE “a proper lady’s shop” in
Westfield, New Jersey. Regina grew
up in the garment center and James
was raised amongst the racks of retail.
Regina has explored many facets of the
fashion industry from stylist to buyer
to wholesaler and retailer. A love for
fashion and an
innate ability to
make women
feel and look
lady-like fills
the air when en-
tering this lovely
shop.

A quote by
K a t h a r i n e
Hepburn sum-
m a r i z e s
Regina’s phi-
losophy in
dressing women: “I wear my sort of
clothes to save me the trouble of decid-
ing which clothes to wear.”

“I want women to open their closet
and feel secure in knowing that every
piece is their ‘go to’ piece. Wear your
clothes everyday. Don’t wait for that
‘special occasion’... Make a special
occasion out of each day. Change it
up with the perfect cardigan or a
piece of jewelry,” Regina said.

Regina has always been “ahead of
the curve,” and this time around it
seems the fashion industry agrees on
timing. Making beautiful clothes in

wonderful fabrics and styles for “curvy
ladies” has finally caught on.

Coco Chanel had said, “Fashion is
architecture. It is a matter of propor-
tions.”

SADIE will offer sizes 2-14...em-
phasizing sizes 6-14. Embracing “old
world” style and service is what SADIE
is about. Think Sophia Loren and
Marilyn Monroe and Eva Mendes of

today. These
clothes will ac-
centuate the
positive and
hide the nega-
tive. Regina has
edited her
choices with a
great deal of
thought.

“I try on and
move in all the
clothing before
I do my buy-

ing,” she said. “If it passes over my
curves and allows movement while
looking good, I am confident that my
customers will be equally pleased.”
Regina looks forward in meeting with
“all women who want to look like
ladies everyday.”

Please call Regina at (908) 654-
3800 or e-mail at
sadie4lady@verizon.net or
regjas@aol.com and she will inform
you on the monthly focus group SADIE
will be hosting. My best, Regina at
SADIE (908) 654-3800.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Crescent Concerts to Open
Season with Family Duo

Jeannette and Stephen Fang, a brother-
sister duo, will open Crescent Concert
Series in Plainfield on September 20.

PLAINFIELD – The 2009-2010
Crescent Concerts Series will open
its current season with the brother-
sister team of pianist Jeannette Fang
and cellist Stephen Fang on Sunday
afternoon, Sep-
tember 20, at 3
p.m. in the Cres-
cent Avenue Pres-
byterian Church,
at the corner of
Seventh Street and
Crescent Avenue
in Plainfield.

The afternoon’s
program will in-
clude Caesar
Franck’s Sonata in
A minor for cello
and piano, J.S.
Bach’s Toccata in
E minor and Bela
Bartok’s Sonata
for piano.

Ms. Fang, 24,
recently com-
pleted her master’s
degree at the Yale
School of Music,
under the guid-
ance of Professor
Peter Frankl and
will start her
Artist’s Diploma
degree there this
year. She received
her Bachelor of
Music degree
from The Julliard
School. Her pre-
vious teachers
have included
Y o h e v e d
Kaplinsky, Robert
McDonald and
Julian Martin.

In the summer
of 2005 and 2007,
Ms. Fang was se-
lected to be part of the Yellowbarn
Summer Music Festival. She was a
2003 Presidential Scholar in the Arts
and was invited to perform at the John
F. Kennedy Center in Washington,
D.C.

In 2005, Ms. Fang won the Julliard
Pre-College Concerto Competition,
performing Rachmaninoff’s Rhap-
sody on a Theme by Paginini. She was
the only music student from New
Jersey to be selected as a national
winner in the 2003 National Founda-
tion for the Advancement for the Arts
(NFAA) Arts Recognition and Talent
Search program, where she received
the Level I Award in Classical Piano.

Ms. Fang has been featured on
WQXR radio in the McGraw-Hill

Artist’s Showcase and on NPR’s
“From the Top” broadcast from the
Disney Institute.

Mr. Fang has been assistant princi-
pal cellist of the New Jersey Sym-

phony Orchestra
(NJSO) since
2007. He was the
cellist of the
Verklarte Quartet,
Grand Prizewin-
ners of the 30th
Annual Fischoff
National Chamber
Music Competi-
tion.

He was also a
founding member
of the Svanito
String Quartet,
First Prizewinners
at the 59th Annual
Coleman Cham-
ber Ensemble
Competition and
the Linden Quar-
tet, First Prizewin-
ners at the 56th
Annual Coleman
Chamber En-
semble Competi-
tion.

Prior to joining
the NJSO, Mr.
Fang served as as-
sistant principal of
the Aspen Festival
Orchestra, assis-
tant principal of
the Akron Sym-
phony Orchestra,
and principal cel-
list of the Cleve-
land Institute of
Music Orchestra.
Groups that he has
performed concer-
tos with include
the New Jersey

Symphony, the New Jersey Philhar-
monic, the Cleveland Institute of
Music Orchestra, and the Montclair
Chamber Ensemble.

Mr. Fang’s teachers include Carter
Brey, Richard Aaron, Desmond
Hoebig, Stephen Gerber and Eric
Kim. He earned his bachelor’s and
professional studies degrees at the
Cleveland Institute of Music.

Tickets at the door will be $20, $15
for seniors and $5 for students. Large-
print programs will be available, and
handicap access to the sanctuary will
be open to those in need. For informa-
tion, call the church office at (908)
756-2468 daily from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Parking will be available in church
lots and on nearby streets.

For more info, class times and details contact Beth Painter 917 836 3740 
e-mail contagiousdrama@yahoo.com or visit www.contagiousdrama.com

• Acting and Creative Dramatics Classes
• Private Coaching available for Presentations, 

Auditions, Bar and Bat Mitzvah Speeches
• Scout Badge programs available
• Check out new Teen Play Reading Class

Contagious Drama Workshop
ACTING CLASSES AND COACHING FOR ALL AGES

(classes begin September 23)

Now enrolling for 
Fall Session

Community Reacts to Venue
Change for MusicFest Event

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLARK — Some 70,000 people
attended this past weekend’s Union
County MusicFest at Oak Ridge Park,
a change of venue for the annual event.

“It was very impressive, very orga-
nized, and it was great to not have to
pay to park. There was enough shade
at the stage areas, and it was a nice
crowd, and you run into people from
all over. They (the county) bent over
backwards for this,” said Scotch Plains
Resident Ava McNamara, who brought
her family to the 12th annual MusicFest
by using the  shuttle. Ms. McNamara
said she recalls learning how to play
golf at Oak Ridge.

Former Westfield resident Larry
Budden of Brick also recalled playing
golf on the county course.

“They ruined my golf course, but it
was a nice event. The vendors could
have been a buck or two cheaper,” said
Mr. Budden, Sunday afternoon, as he
and others such as Ms. McNamara left
after enjoying the festivities.

With tens of thousands expected,
attendees had two parking options, fee-
based or shuttled in for free.

The county hired CitiPark, a pri-
vate parking management company,
to direct cars where to park on the
lawn at Oak Ridge. Parking cost $10
per car. “This (crowds) is what we
expected today,” said a CitiPark em-
ployee, Sunday afternoon, who
wished to remain anonymous.

A second option for parking was to
get picked up by a free shuttle bus at the
Vocational-Technical Schools (Vo-
Tech) campus on Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains. The county utilized school buses
and a Kean University campus trolley
bus, as well as a transport bus from
Runnels Specialized Hospital. In addi-
tion, Crowne Plaza hotel in Clark used
its pickup van to transport guests, and
NJ Transit provided a shuttle service
from the Rahway train station.

Sebastian D’Elia, county spokes-
man, spoke to The Leader/Times dur-
ing the event. “Considering the little
issue of the weather on Saturday after-

noon, the participation from the com-
munity has exceeded our expectations.
Last night (Saturday), it was full, and
everything, including the fireworks,
went off as planned. Tonight, we expect
to shatter records (for attendance).”

This Is It Productions, Inc. of
Hoboken produces the event. The com-
pany took care of everything from
hiring the food and craft vendors to
getting all the bathrooms and
outsourcing the parking management
company, Mr. D’Elia said.

County employees who worked the
event will receive either compensatory
time or overtime, Mr. D’Elia said al-
though he did not have the total number
of employees who worked the event.

“We almost forgot about it this
year. We’ve been coming for years
because my co-worker is a jazz fan.
We learned about the shuttle bus by
reading about it online,” said Peter
Meyer of Dunellen, who picked up
the shuttle from the Vo-Tech site with
his wife Kathy. Buses ran regularly
throughout the weekend, even when
not filled up with passengers in the
middle of the day. The buses dropped
passengers off in the lot in front of the
former golf course clubhouse.

Despite the traffic challenges of Oak
Ridge as a single-lane road, the Clark
Police Department worked in coopera-
tion with the nearby Edison Police traf-
fic division to ensure a safe passage for
pedestrians who walked to the event.

“We live in town but parked in the
neighborhood and walked in. I hope
they bring this back next year,” said
Clark resident Art Devre, who came
with his wife and daughter. The Clark
police blocked off residential side
streets along Oak Ridge and Lake
Road with “Resident Access Only”
signage and barriers to minimize park-
ing in the nearby residential neigh-
borhoods of Clark and Edison.

Attendees also complimented the
county for keeping the park clean with
regular garbage pickup and a good grass
area to sit down and enjoy the concerts
performing on three stages. “This was
nice overall,” concluded Mr. Budden.

BEAR NECESSITIES...An exhibit of oil paintings and illustrations by Westfield
artist Laura Brown, such as the one above, are featured in the gallery space at the
Union County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs in Elizabeth.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


