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SPF Raiders Nip Cougars, 26-24, in ‘Lights Out’ Grid Opener on New Turf Field
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Keim and junior Joe Papandrea at
quarterback depending on the situa-
tion. Papandrea, who rushed for 124
yards, engineered respective TD
drives of 62 yards on nine plays and
51 yards on seven plays in the first
half. In both TD drives, return man
Chris Witwick put the Cougars in
good field position with respective
returns of 30 yards and 34 yards.

“I don’t know if we have young
guys, who can’t get it done. We have

so much work to do with that,” Raider
Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli said of
his special teams.

Papandrea finished both TD drives
with respective runs of three yards and
five yards. He added his third TD (10
yards) after the lights came back on.

“People tell me, ‘your quarterback
is small.’ He’s tough inside. He’s got
a big heart. He will keep cool, calm
and collected the whole time. He has
the quality of a very good option

quarterback and that is why we are
able to move the ball,” coach
Rosenmeier said.

The Cougars scored on the open-
ing drive when Papandrea slid in from
the three with 7:26 on the clock.

“It took us four games to score last
year and we scored on the first drive.
I knew we were better off, because
how hard we worked in the summer
and in the weight room. It was a tough
offense to stop and I thought we ex-
ecuted pretty well most of the night,”
coach Rosenmeier said.

The Raiders came back with an 11-
play 67-yard scoring drive, when
Binkiewicz pushed in from the one

with 1:10 left in the quarter. Moussa
Channaoui had a 29-yard reception
in the drive. Cougar Kendall Grier
blocked the point after attempt.

Despite having difficulties with the
Cougars’ interior defense, which in-

cluded Joe Brady and Alex Bartley,
who had two quarterback sacks, the
Raiders added a second TD when
Binkiewicz hooked to the outside for
48 yards with 4:56 left of the half. He
then ran in the two-point conversion.

“We had problems then we went to
our spread stuff. It’s something that
we’ve only scratched the surface. We
feel he (Binkiewicz) can run it well.
He will control the offense with that
and he can throw the ball,” said coach
Ciccotelli. “We have that ability to
run and throw it. He’s got the heart of
a lion. He’s just a winner!”

Papandrea dragged several Raid-
ers for his five-yard TD run with 1:35
on the clock, then PAT kicker Rob
Gaeta scooped up a bad snap and
fired a bullet to receiver Will Green
for the two-point conversion. With
eight seconds left in the half, Gaeta
added a 29-yard field goal to give the
Cougars an 18-14 lead.

The Raiders regained the lead, 20-
18, in the third quarter. Binkiewicz’s
strike to Marson was good for 54
yards to the Cougar 18.

“It was a ‘Pluggo’ (play and go)
where he fakes a slant and goes down
the sideline,” Binkiewicz explained.

Two plays later, he found Marson
in the endzone with a 12-yard strike.
The point after failed.

Blackwell concluded a 67-yard
Raider drive with a 30-yard sprint
midway through the final quarter to
make the score 26-18, then the lights
went out. When the lights came back
on, the Cougars scored to make the

score 26-24 and went for the two-
point pass conversion to Trotter but
the ball fell short of the line. With two
minutes remaining, the Cougars moved
the ball from deep within their terri-
tory. The completion to Trotter seemed
to spell “victory” but Binkiewicz’s
saving tackle and strip erased it.

“What’s great about this team is
that they are not selfish. It’s Keim in
the two-minute drill and Keim knows
that it’s Joe when we are running the

option. We came down the field and
we were a fumble away from winning
the game. For a young team with a lot
of sophomores and juniors, to keep
coming back like that, it would have
been much easier to say, ‘we gave it a

good try against Scotch Plains’. They
wanted to win. They thought they
were going to and I thought they were
going to,” said coach Rosenmeier.

“We know they have a crazy of-
fense and we prepared for that all
week. We knew it wasn’t going to be
easy with all the counter plays they
have. So our offense had to match
them play-for-play,” Binkiewicz said.
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HARTNETT NETS 2, PACE SCORES 1

Cougar Soccer Boys Rip
Morristown-Beard, 3-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Battling the elements of heavy
winds and rain, the visiting Cranford
High School boys soccer team re-
coiled from a one-goal deficit to
pounce on Morristown-Beard, 3-1,
on September 11.

“It was one of those games where
you just wanted to get out of there
with a win. We had to battle the ele-
ments with the strong winds and heavy
rain and it was an adjustment in the
first half, but because we have our
own turf field now, we’ve been able to
practice in this type of weather re-
cently and the boys adjusted nicely,”
Cougar Head Coach Mike Curci said.
“We played excellent soccer in the
second half. All in all, (it was) a nice
road win to start the season.”

Morristown-Beard’s Jason Schafer
tapped in a goal on a breakaway when
one of the Cougar backs slipped 20
minutes into the game. A few minutes
later, Cougar Nick Pace chipped the
ball over the goalkeeper’s head and
into the far corner from 20-yards out.
Ten minutes later, Patrick Hartnett
scored after receiving a flicked
through ball setting up a breakaway,
which he slipped under the diving
goalie to make it 2-1 at halftime.

The Cougars ruled the turf in the
second half with sound ball control
but missed a number of golden op-
portunities. Then with five minutes
remaining, Hartnett scored again
on when Josh Barrera dribbled to
the end line and crossed a ball back
Hartnett, who finished from six

yards out.
Cougar goalie Scott Boyer made

four saves, while Morristown-Beard
goalie Jake Fishter was pelted with
18 shots on goal.

Cougar Soccer Girls Tie
No. 4 Montclair in OT, 0-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School girls
soccer team sent a loud and clear
message that they are a team to watch
out for after dueling to a 0-0, two
overtime tie with fourth-ranked
Montclair in the season opener on
September 12. Prior to the game, the
Mounties had been ranked 44th in the
nation.

“The game was a competitive battle
from the first minute until the 100th
minute,” said Cougar Head Coach
Jen Michewicz. “We knew it would
be an extremely challenging game
and Cranford truly rose to the chal-
lenge. Every single player on the team
played one of her best games. Jamie
Webb, a midfielder, shut down their
all-state midfielder. Jen Folger, a
midfielder, was able to create offen-
sive opportunities, while under high
pressure of Montclair’s defense.”

The Lady Cougars, obviously, were
very stingy defensively. “Taylor
D’Antico, Emily McCue, Kristen
Cecchini and Madison Savulich were

solid on defense, shutting down their
all-state forward. Michelle Garguilo
and Natalie Englese, who played out-
side midfield for 100 minutes, made
runs up and down the flanks to support
the offense but were also strong defen-
sively against their speed on the outside
of the field,” coach Michewicz said.

Cougar goalkeeper Lauren Grandal
had four saves and the Mounties’
keeper had two saves. Each team had
five corner kicks. Additionally, the
Mounties’ defenders must have been
a bit shocked at the Cougars’ persis-
tence even in the two 10-minute over-
time periods.

“One of the things I was most im-
pressed with in the game was the
fitness of our team. In the final over-
time, our team was noticeably out-
running the other team. We still had
energy left in our legs and we were
able to possess the ball with a bit
more ease as the other team began to
tire,” coach Michewicz said. “We have
spent a lot of time during preseason
and the start of the season focusing on
both aerobic and anaerobic fitness.”

 

Day ���� Evening ���� Saturday Appointments
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Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave ���� Scotch Plains NJ

BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS! 
WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS OF ALL AGES 

  

 

For Kids
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 10/31/09 wl 

For Adults
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 expires 10/31/09 WL 

For more info, class times and details contact Beth Painter 917 836 3740 
e-mail contagiousdrama@yahoo.com or visit www.contagiousdrama.com

• Acting and Creative Dramatics Classes
• Private Coaching available for Presentations, 

Auditions, Bar and Bat Mitzvah Speeches
• Scout Badge programs available
• Check out new Teen Play Reading Class

Contagious Drama Workshop
ACTING CLASSES AND COACHING FOR ALL AGES

(classes begin September 23)

Now enrolling for 
Fall Session

1906 Bartle Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 • 908.322.7711

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY BY THE NJ SUPREME COURT

FORMER
PROSECUTOR

Scotch Plains
2007 & 2008

• DWI
• Traffic Violations
• Criminal Charges

in all courts

ATTORNEY AT LAW

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHECKING OUT HIS OFFENSIVE LINE…Cougar quarterback Chris Keim looks to see if his team is aligned properly
before he calls for the snap. The Raiders held on to grab a 26-24 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO CHEER THEIR TEAM ON…The Cranford Cougar Cheerleaders did a remarkable job cheering for their team
in the game against the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WAITING FOR THEIR MOMENT TO BREAK THROUGH…The Cougar football team anxiously awaits the end of the
dedication ceremony so they can break through the banner to begin the game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING INTO TIP-TOP SHAPE…The Cougar girls soccer team ran six laps (1.5 miles) around the track at Memorial
Field to get in tip-top shape for the season. The strategy worked out when they tied fourth-ranked Montclair in two overtime
periods, 0-0.


