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Blue Devil Gymnasts’ Goal Is
To Recapture Sectional Title
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champion, broke the meet record in
the vault at the Cougar Invitational,
won the all-around with a WHS record
37.65 at the sectional tournament and
placed third in the vault at the state
tournament.

“Her goal this year is to beat all of
her records and be a top contender in
the states,” coach Bryan said.

Last year, Rodrigues won her third
all-around title at the Cougar Invita-
tional then, at the state tournament,
she tied for ninth on the balance beam
and tied for 11th in the uneven bars.

“Jenna will continue to increase
her difficulty on all aspects,” coach
Bryan promised.

Barba possesses strong skills as
does junior Kelly Bohlinger and
sophomore Sara Shields, who has
been coming on strong.

“Sara has worked really hard from
last year to this year to improve upon
her execution, which I think is going to

add to her scores,” coach Bryan said.
Another sophomore, Kaitlin

Johnson, and freshman Lindsay
Ripperger will add depth.

“Kaitlin is just solid. She reminds
me a lot of Clair (MacDonald – WHS
’07), very delicate when she is on the
beam and on the floor. She adds to
what we have to offer.

Despite returning a very strong
team, the Blue Devils face another
challenge if they want to break more
WHS records.

“We are in a little bit of a dilemma in
that we lost our spring floor. Unfortu-
nately, the routines that we have to do
on the floor are going to be a little bit
watered down and not as difficult as
they were last year,” coach Bryan said.

The spring floor is expected to be
available for the Union County Tour-
nament, which will be hosted by
Westfield.

Blue Devil Kelley Gets
First in Roxbury Invt’l
Westfield High School senior Mike

Kelley had the meet of his life when
he crossed in a time of 16:15.3 to win
the Junior/Senior Division of the 11th
Roxbury Invitational cross-country
meet in Succasunna on September
12. Kelley’s time topped his personal
best on that course by 72 seconds.

The Blue Devils placed second in the
division with a total of 27 behind East
Brunswick with 19. Andrew Kirna fin-
ished fifth with a time of 16:27.4 and
Zach Lizmi crossed eighth at 16:32.3.
Westfield took third in the Sophomore
Division with a total of 34. Jack Leahy
placed second with a time of 16:31.2
and John Kirna crossed eighth at
17:03.3. In the Freshman race, Westfield
took third with a 54 total and Rob
Marczydio finished sixth at 13:53.8.

SCRUDATO, KELLEY, CUSICK TO LEAD

Blue Devil XC Boys Have
Plenty of Depth, Talent

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Tri-Captains Ryan Scrudato,
Mike Kelley and Tyler Cusick have
been leading a large pack of 85 run-
ners on the Westfield High School
(WHS) boys cross-country team
across the paths of Tamaques Park,
and that depth, along with a lot of
talent, should translate to a very suc-
cessful season.

Last year, the Blue Devil boys ran
in a tight pack to capture their fourth
straight Watchung Conference title –
the conference is now disolved.
Scrudato led a pack of six Blue Dev-
ils, who placed in the top 11, finish-
ing third with a time of 16:53 Andrew
Kirna, now a junior, and Crusick fin-
ished 5-6, while Kelley and Zach

Lizmi, now a junior, finished 10-11.
In 2007, the Blue Devils chewed up

just enough turf to win their third
straight Union County title by nipping
Summit, 65-66, but last year the
Hilltoppers, under Head Coach Neal
Sharma, a former WHS runner, never
forgot the sting and had three of their
runners finish before the Blue Devils’
No. 1 runner to claim the title. Scrudato
finished eighth and Cusick crossed
12th. Later, the Blue Devils finished
seventh at the Group 4 championships
at Holmdel Park and their team aver-
age was 17:31, which was the fastest
among all Union County schools.

Hoping to return the sting to the
Hilltoppers in the county meet this
season, Scrudato, Kelley, Kirna,
Lizmi and Cusick, the respective one
through five runners are backed by a
long list of eager runners. Presently,
junior Sam Tooley, sophomores John
Kirna and Jack Leahy, senior Kevin
Ramos and sophomores David
Carville, Evan Tarlow and Kevin
Ingram make up the six through 12
runners, respectively.

“The list could go on as we are
pretty deep. We have over 85 boys on
the team. The captains have been
providing solid leadership and we are
optimistic to say the least,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Jack Martin said. “Chris
Tafelski (Assistant Coach) continues
to be a big asset to the program.”

Another asset, Wes Brockway, a cap-
tain from the 2004 Blue Devil team and
a recent New York University graduate
has been volunteering his services.

The Blue Devils expect to test their
depth and talent at the New Jersey
Catholic Track Conference Class
Meet on Saturday, September 19.

Raider Soccer Boys Shut Out
Summit Hilltopper Boys, 3-0
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Next, Travis Cortes got the ball in
the right corner and served it to
Hernandez, who converted with 23:01
on the clock to put the Raiders on top,
2-0.

“Got a ball from Travis. The de-
fender was backing off a little too far,
so I took advantage of the space,
pushed it to the side, then saw the
keeper off his line and went for the
shot,” said Hernandez.

From that moment, the Raiders
game management took charge and
the Hilltoppers appeared to be a bit
flat.

“He’s such a complete player. He
makes things happen, knows when
to set the pace, the tone and plays at
a different level than most high

school players. It’s not necessarily
so much his skills but his under-
standing of the game. It’s what we
talk about in coaching circles as hav-
ing a soccer brain,” said coach
Breznitsky of Hernandez.

The Hilltoppers never did get back
into the flow of the game as the Raid-
ers stingy defense held Summit to
zero shots on goal in the second. The
Raiders netted their third goal when
DeJohn triggered his left-footed shot
over the keeper’s head from 35-yards
out at 31:31.

“Halftime, I said to the team that
their trying to punch the ball or some-
thing, so this time, I kind of looked
up, saw the keeper come out and push
up around the six, so I said ‘alright,
let’s try it again.’ and chipped it over
him where the ball found the net,”
DeJohn said.

As to the team’s stingy defense, co-
captain Joe D’Annunzio added, “All
our backs played great today. Chris
Freeman did his job getting the ball
up, the whole left side was open for
Pearl and Mike Henkels did a great
job stepping the balls. We could not
have played a better game.”
Summit 2 1 3
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 0 0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY FOR A GREAT SEASON…Several Blue Devils have improved their
times remarkably in preparation for a great cross-country season.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DAZZLING HIM WITH HIS FOOTWORK…Senior Co-Captain Johan
Hernandez scored a goal against the Summit Hilltoppers in a 3-0 Raider victory.

Blue Devil Net Girls Capture
Millburn Tournament Crown

The Westfield High School Blue
Devils girls tennis team stunned
highly touted Millburn by winning
the annual Millburn Tournament
Championship this past weekend. A
victory has been elusive for the Blue
Devil girls, who have not won this
tournament since 2005.

The Blue Devils won the title by
defeating the Millburn Millers, 3-2,
in the finals. The tournament also
included Governor Livingston and
Montville. The Blue Devils’ record
improved to 3-0.

Blue Devil freshman Lexi Borr

defeated Alex Stone, 6-0, 6-3 at first
singles. At second singles, Miller
Sabrina Fedele stopped Tara
Criscuolo, 6-1, 6-0. Millburn’s Emily
Bary pulled out a three-set victory
over Debbie Wu, 4-6, 6-1, 5 (15)-4
(30 ret).

At first doubles, Blue Devils
Samantha Borr and Morgan Murphy
outlasted Jenna Berkenkamp and
Patricia Chau, 6-2, 6-7 (2-7), 6-0; and
Melissa Morawski and Katherine
McKinley stopped Caroline Chau and
Carolyn Rauch, 6-3, 6-3, at second
doubles.

STUNNING VICTORY…The Blue Devils girls tennis team stunned Millburn in
the Millburn Tournament Championship. Pictured, left to right, are: Debbie Wu,
Katherine McKinley, Samantha Borr, Lexi Borr, Shelly Fussman, Tara Crisculo,
Morgan Murphy and Melissa Morawski.

Courtesy of Ingrid McKinley for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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Knights of Columbus
To Hold Golf Outing
WESTFIELD – The Knights of

Columbus will hold its Annual
Charity Golf Outing on Monday,
September 28, at The Club at Mor-
gan Hill in Easton, Pa.

There will be a $150 fee per
person and all golfers will receive
a monogrammed golf shirt, sleeve
of balls, tees and other goodies.
Bus Transportation departs from
the Council lot by 8:30 a.m. Check
in begins at 7:15 am.

Format will consist of a modi-
fied scramble. All scores are re-
corded. Callaway scoring will be
used to determine the winning four-
some. Please make checks payable
to: K of C 1711. Checks can be left
with the bartender on duty at The
Columbian Club or mail to Rick
Weber at 238 Maryland St.,
Westfield, N.J. 07090 or phone
(908) 591-1276.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 
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A CLASSIC FOR ALL TIME NEEDLE POINT HOME

CUSTOM COLONIAL BUILT BY
D. VILLANE CONSTRUCTION

CENTER HALL COLONIAL
RANCH CENTER HALL COLONIAL

$769,000 $878,500

$799,900

$889,000 $799,900

This sparkling center entry Colonial, in the premier Wychwood enclave of Mountainside,
boasts a generous floor plan combined with tasteful upgrades and amenities throughout.
Nestled on a tranquil cul-de-sac, this home offers a Formal Living Room with fireplace and
a Formal Dining Room each with bay windows, updated granite and stainless kitchen, 3
large Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, first floor Family Room with french doors to screened porch and
finished basement. Adjacent to Echo Lake Country Club and moments from shops, schools,
recreation and transportation, this exceptional home would be the perfect choice to call
home. MLS # 2700461

This Custom designed Needle Point Home is Certified “GREEN” through the National
Association of Home Builders (NAHB) and Certified Energy Efficient through NJ Energy
Star Program. This home has 4 large Bedrooms, Luxurious Bathrooms, First floor office,
Custom Trim, Stained Oak Floors, Built-Ins and a spacious Family Room with a gas
fireplace that opens to a designer Gourmet Kitchen appointed with Viking Appliances. The
convenient floor plan includes a Mud Room, Master Bedroom Suite with a bright Sitting
Room and amenities to numerous to mention. Experience gracious living in these stunning
homes. MLS # 2598853

New 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Energy Star constructed Custom Colonial featuring inviting
mahogany front porch and beautiful architectural details throughout. Gourmet Eat-In-
Kitchen, Family Room with fireplace, Master Bedroom Suite with fireplace, Master Bath
with jetted tub and stall shower, 2nd floor laundry room, Central Air (2 units), and 2 car
built-in garage are just some of the amenities of this home. MLS # 2660467

Welcome to this six year young 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath Center Hall Colonial. You will be greeted
with a unique Koi pond in the front yard. This spacious home is full of extras including an
updated Eat-In-Kitchen with maple cabinetry, granite countertops, stainless steel appliances,
and hardwood floors, overlooking a large family room with a fireplace. A living room/dining
room with tray ceiling, powder room and laundry complete the first floor. The oversized
master bedroom has a gas fireplace and an updated master bath with granite countertops,
whirlpool tub, old world tile & separate shower. Three additional bedrooms & main bath on
the second floor overlook the open foyer & crystal chandelier. The fenced in yard, paver patio
& walkways add to the outdoor living. Make this your home today! MLS # 2674517

This grand 5 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Ranch, on .9 acre of beautifully landscaped property, is
situated on a quiet cul de sac. Drive up the circular driveway and walk into the bright entry
foyer with a skylight. Large living room with cathedral ceiling & fireplace, Formal Dining
Room and Family Room with wood burning fireplace which steps down to a sunroom with
2 skylights and many windows. The updated kitchen with skylight leads to the patio and
heated in ground pool and a park-like backyard surrounded by mature trees. MLS # 2712228

Charming Center Hall Colonial in picturesque neighborhood. This cozy 4 Bedroom, 2.5
Bath Home is situated on a large .25 acre corner lot steps from the scenic Tamaques Park.
The entrance vestibule on the first floor invites you into the generously proportioned 1st
floor which features Living Room with a wood burning fireplace, Formal Dining Room,
Family Room and cozy Kitchen with a separate eating area. The 2nd floor boasts 4 spacious
Bedrooms including a large Master Bedroom Suite and additional Full Bath. In addition,
this quaint home features numerous upgrades and amenities. The oversized property is
located on a very quiet, winding street minutes to schools and town. MLS # 2666909

$599,900


